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Woodstock Drug Helping Ease Transition 
Following Jack’s Discount Pharmacy Closure

Woodstock Community Library Expands 
Access with New Saturday Hours

The Woodstock 
Community Library 
has long been more 
than a place to check 
out books: it’s a gath-
ering place, a learning 
hub, and a valuable re-
source that continues 
to grow alongside the 
community it serves. 
Beginning this August, 
the library is taking 
another step to better 
meet the needs of lo-
cal residents by add-
ing Saturday hours.

The library will now 
be open Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
making it easier for 
those who work or at-
tend school during the 
week to take advan-
tage of everything the 
library has to offer.

To accommodate the 
new schedule, the li-
brary will be closed on 
Mondays, a day that 
has traditionally seen 
lower visitor traffic.

The expanded week-
end hours will also 
bring additional bene-
fits to the community. 
Families visiting the 
nearby playground will 

now have access to 
restroom facilities, and 
local nonprofit organi-
zations will have meet-
ing room availability on 
Saturdays – a service 
that was not previously 
possible.

In small towns, librar-
ies often wear many 
hats. They’re places 
where children discov-
er a love of reading, 
students find a quiet 
place to study, neigh-
bors gather for story 
times and community 
events, and lifelong 
learners continue ex-
ploring new interests. 
They connect people 
not only to books, but 
to one another.

The Woodstock 
Community Library has 
consistently sought 
new ways to serve 
residents, from edu-
cational programming 
and literacy initiatives 
to family-friendly ac-
tivities and community 
partnerships. Adding 
Saturday hours is an-
other example of that 
commitment, ensuring 
more people have the 
opportunity to benefit 
from the library’s re-

The closure of 
Jack’s Discount Phar-
macy has marked the 
end of an era for many 
West Blocton resi-
dents, leaving patients 
with the important task 
of establishing their 
prescriptions with a 
new pharmacy. While 
transitions like these 
can often be stressful, 
Woodstock Drug has 
stepped forward with a 
clear focus on helping 
make the process as 
smooth as possible for 
the community.

As part of the clo-
sure, patients who 
previously filled pre-
scriptions at Jack’s 
Discount Pharmacy 
will need to contact 
their healthcare pro-
viders and have their 
prescriptions called in 
again to the pharma-
cy of their choice. The 
announcement also 
noted that Schedule II 
controlled substance 
prescriptions require a 
new prescription from 
the prescribing physi-
cian.

Recognizing that 
changing pharmacies 

can be overwhelming 
– especially for those 
who manage multiple 
medications or care 
for family members – 
Woodstock Drug has 
been working to sup-
port patients through-
out the transition. The 
pharmacy has en-
couraged residents to 
reach out with ques-
tions, and staff mem-
bers have been avail-
able to help guide pa-
tients through the pro-
cess of establishing 
their prescriptions and 
navigating the change.

In addition to assist-
ing patients, Wood-
stock Drug recently 
launched its free pre-
scription delivery ser-
vice throughout Bibb 
County, providing an-
other way to make 
accessing medica-
tions easier for resi-
dents during this time. 
Whether helping an-
swer questions, coor-
dinating with patients, 
or delivering medica-
tions directly to their 
homes, the pharmacy 
has emphasized its 
commitment to keep-
ing patient care at the 
center of every deci-

sion.
For many in West 

Blocton, a hometown 
pharmacy is more than 
just a place to pick up 
prescriptions: it’s built 
on relationships, famil-
iar faces, and trusted 
care. The closure of 
Jack’s Discount Phar-
macy has understand-

ably brought uncer-
tainty, but Woodstock 
Drug has worked to 
help fill that gap by 
offering reassurance, 
convenience, and sup-
port as patients make 
the transition.

Residents who have 
not yet established 
a new pharmacy are 

encouraged to con-
tact their healthcare 
provider as soon as 
possible to have pre-
scriptions sent to the 
pharmacy they wish to 
use.

While change is rare-
ly easy, the response 
from Woodstock Drug 
serves as a reminder 

of the important role 
community pharma-
cies play – not only by 
dispensing medica-
tions, but by helping 
neighbors navigate 
life’s unexpected tran-
sitions with compas-
sion and care.

sources regardless of 
their weekday sched-
ules.

Whether you’re 
searching for your 
next great read, bring-

ing the kids for a visit, 
attending a communi-
ty program, or simply 
looking for a welcom-
ing place to spend an 
afternoon, the Wood-

stock Community Li-
brary continues to 
prove itself as one of 
the town’s greatest as-
sets.

Starting this month, 

the library invites the 
community to stop by 
on Saturdays to say 
hi and experience all it 
has to offer.
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Alabama Extension Shares 
Helpful Tips as Black Bears 

Continue Their Return

If you happen to 
spot a black bear in 
Alabama, the best 
response is simple: 
admire it from a dis-
tance, let it go about 
its business, and re-
member — you’ve just 
witnessed one of na-
ture’s great comeback 
stories.

According to the Ala-
bama Extension, black 
bears are making a 
steady return to the 
state, with established 
populations now found 
in southwest and 
northeast Alabama. 
As those populations 
continue to grow and 
expand into new ar-
eas, residents may be 
more likely to encoun-
ter bears near homes, 
neighborhoods, and 
wooded areas.

Before anyone starts 
picturing bears casu-
ally strolling through 
downtown, it’s worth 
remembering that 
black bears gener-
ally want nothing to do 
with people. They’re 
far more interested in 
finding an easy meal 
than making new 
friends.

That’s why Alabama 
Extension encourages 
homeowners to avoid 
unintentionally inviting 
bears into residential 
areas. Simple steps 
like securing trash 
cans, bringing pet 
food and water bowls 
indoors, cleaning out-
door grills, removing 

bird feeders during ac-
tive bear season, and 
picking up fallen fruit 
can go a long way in 
preventing unwanted 
bear visits.

Think of it this way: if 
your backyard smells 
like an all-you-can-eat 
buffet, don’t be sur-
prised if a hungry diner 
wanders by.

If you do encounter 
a black bear, Alabama 
Extension recom-
mends staying calm. 
Do not run, keep a 
safe distance, and 
slowly back away. If 
the bear approaches, 
stand your ground, 
make yourself appear 
larger, and use loud 
noises to encourage it 
to move along.

As wildlife continues 
to reclaim parts of its 
historic range, mo-

ments like these serve 
as a reminder that we 
share Alabama’s for-
ests with an incred-
ible variety of animals. 
Respecting wildlife 
doesn’t always re-
quire grand gestures. 
Sometimes it simply 
means giving wild ani-
mals the space they 
need to remain wild.

So, if you cross 
paths with one of Ala-
bama’s newest return-
ing residents, consider 
yourself fortunate 
enough to witness a 
wonderful  piece of our 
state’s natural heritage 
— and then politely let 
the bear continue on 
its way. After all, good 
neighbors respect 
boundaries, even 
when one of them has 
fur.

Congressional Candidate 
Opposes Flock Camera 

Deployment & Expansion

Republican congres-
sional candidate Case 
Dixon said Tuesday 
that, if elected to rep-
resent Alabama's 6th 
Congressional District, 
he will reintroduce fed-
eral legislation aimed 
at cutting off certain 
federal funding for ju-
risdictions that deploy 
Flock Safety cameras 
and similar automated 
license plate reader 
(ALPR) systems.

The proposal mir-
rors legislation intro-
duced this year by 
Rep. Thomas Massie 
(R-KY), who will leave 
Congress at the end 
of his current term. 
Massie's bill would use 
federal funding restric-
tions to discourage 
State and local gov-
ernments from adopt-
ing Flock-style surveil-
lance systems.

Dixon framed the is-
sue as a matter of con-
stitutional rights, argu-
ing that widespread 
vehicle tracking con-
flicts with the protec-
tions guaranteed by 
the Fourth Amend-
ment.

"Mass surveillance 
has no place in a free 
society," Dixon said. 
"Americans should 
not have their move-
ments tracked, record-
ed, and stored simply 

because they drove 
down a public road. 
The Fourth Amend-
ment exists to protect 
innocent people from 
unreasonable govern-
ment surveillance, and 
Congress should take 
that seriously."

Flock Safety cam-
eras and other ALPR 
systems capture li-
cense plate numbers 
along with the date, 
time and location of 
passing vehicles. 
When connected 
across multiple juris-
dictions, the systems 
can create extensive 
travel histories for in-
dividual vehicles. Sup-
porters say the tech-
nology helps investi-
gators solve crimes 
and recover stolen 
vehicles, while critics 
argue it enables broad 
government surveil-
lance of law-abiding 
citizens without indi-
vidualized suspicion.

Dixon said he would 
seek to continue 
Massie's legislative ef-
fort if voters send him 
to Washington.

"If elected, I will rein-
troduce this legislation 
in the next Congress," 
Dixon said. "The 
federal government 
should not be subsi-
dizing technologies 
that enable the routine 

tracking of innocent 
Americans without in-
dividualized suspicion 
or a warrant."

The debate over 
Flock cameras has 
intensified in recent 
months as lawmak-
ers, privacy advocates 
and local officials have 
questioned how the 
technology should be 
regulated. Concerns 
have centered on the 
long-term collection 
of location data, data 
sharing among agen-
cies and the poten-
tial for misuse. At the 
same time, many law 
enforcement agencies 
maintain the systems 
have become valuable 
investigative tools.

Dixon said Congress 
should pursue poli-
cies that preserve both 
public safety and con-
stitutional protections.

"Public safety and 
constitutional liberty 
are not mutually ex-
clusive," Dixon said. 
"We can give law en-
forcement the tools 
they need to inves-
tigate crime without 
normalizing mass sur-
veillance of the gen-
eral public. Congress 
should be protect-
ing the constitutional 
rights of the American 
people, not helping 
fund their erosion."
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By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy goes 
out to the family of 
Rita Eady, age 91, 
who passed away 
on July 22, 2026. 
Services were held 
on July 27, 2026 at 
11:00 a.m. at An-
tioch Baptist Church 
with burial following 
the service. Rita was 
such a sweet lady 
and will be missed 
by her family and 
many friends.

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Darryl 
and Lane Lightsey 
who recently cel-
ebrated their 37th 
wedding anniversa-
ry.

We wish to ex-
tend sympathy to 
the family of Frank-
lin Johnson who 
passed away on July 
18, 2026 at the age 
of 89. Services were 
held on July 22, 2026 
at Rockco Funeral 
Home at 10:00 a.m. 
with burial following 
at Pineland Ceme-
tery. Franklin will be 
missed greatly. 

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Richard 
and Sheila Beam 
who recently cele-
brated their wedding 
anniversary. 

Sincere sympa-
thy goes out to the 
family of Brayden 
Kornegay, age 25. 
A service was held 

on July 24, 2026 
at Rockco Funer-
al Home at 11:00 
a.m. Burial followed 
at Haysop Baptist 
Cemetery. Brayden 
will be missed great-
ly by family and 
friends.

A fellowship lun-
cheon was held at 
Brent Baptist Church 
recently after wor-
ship services. 

Odie and Doris 
Newman; Bruce and 
Betsy Graham and 
daughter, Becky, 
have returned home 
after visiting with 
their sister and Aunt 
Nancy Newman in 
Phoenix, AZ, report-
ing a great week.

Several that have 
birthdays in August 
are Raymond Ma-
gourik, Jaxon Light-
sey, Angie Perry Gro-
gan, Lynn Ellinghau-
sen, Crystal Thomp-
son Nelson, Melanie 
Wallace, Linda Eady 
Cox, Debbie McCool 
Perry, O.V. Garner II 
and Jonah Brewer. 

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Casey 
and Stacie Brewer 
who celebrated their 
11th Wedding Anni-
versary on July 28, 
2026.

If you have news 
call it in at (205) 316-
1181. 

BY CANACE JOHNSON________________
REPORTER

Relay for Life Queens Host 
First-Ever Back to School 

Bash on August 1
The 2026 Relay 

for Life Bibb County 
Queens hosted their 
first-ever Back-to-
School Bash on Aug. 
1 from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the Bibb County High 
School gym. Ryan 
Thompson served as 
the event lead for Bibb 
County Relay For Life.

The event featured 
live music from DJ Jer-
emy G, also known as 
Jeremy Foster, along 
with performances 
by artists Holsen and 
Taylor Bagi. Holsen, 
a Bibb County na-
tive, also performed 

at this year's Celebra-
tion on the Green. 
Bagi has performed 
at the Woodstock Mu-
sic Festival and at 
venues throughout 
Tuscaloosa and Bir-
mingham.

The winners of 
April's Relay For Life 
pageant organized 
the fundraiser to kick 
off the 2027 Relay For 
Life season.

Local vendors includ-
ed Kettle Works, 959 
Sweets and Treats, 
and Mimi Brews. Rep-
resentatives from Bibb 
County DHR shared 
information about fos-
ter care and its impor-

tance to the communi-
ty. READY also hosted 
a booth to provide 
resources, educa-
tion, and advocacy for 
drug-free youth and of-
fered free snow cones 
to attendees.

Members of the 
North Bibb 12U All-
Star team and the 
South Bibb 10U All-
Star team attended the 
event to meet commu-
nity members.

For mothers of stu-
dents entering their 
senior year of high 
school, local author 
Carrie Terry intro-
duced her new book, 
Senior Year, Mama: 

Cherishing the Last 
Firsts. Attendees had 
the opportunity to pur-
chase signed copies 
of the book.

The event opened 
with the national an-
them, performed by 
Kobe, a fifth-grade 
student at Centreville 
Middle School. A spe-
cial ceremony followed 
to recognize local stu-
dents and teachers 
before the start of the 
new school year, with 
each grade level and 
faculty members re-
ceiving recognition.

Bibb County Recognized for 
Safety Month Practices

M O N T G O M E R Y, 
ALA. — For the second 
year in a row, public of-
ficials and employees 
in Bibb County earned 
statewide recognition 
for their special efforts 
to improve safety and 
reduce accidents in 
the workplace.

During National 
Safety Month, county 
officials and employ-
ees conducted strate-
gic risk management 
programs each week 
to enhance safety for 
both county employ-
ees and the public. 
These programs fo-
cused on housekeep-
ing, road projects and 
property inspections, 
as well as heavy equip-
ment use and main-
tenance. This year, 
Bibb County went the 
extra mile, garnering 
further recognition for 
additional efforts to 
increase safety with 
firearms and firearm 
equipment.

“In the hectic pace 
of life today, the con-
tributions and commit-
ment of officials and 
employees in county 
government are over-
looked far too often,” 
said Sonny Brasfield, 
executive director of 
the Association of 
County Commissions 
of Alabama (ACCA). 
“When we do that, 
we miss a thousand 
things — large and 
small — that they do 
each and every day 
to provide vital public 
services. I am proud to 
salute Bibb County for 
its continued invest-
ment in safety.”

This month-long ini-
tiative is an annual 

program of County 
Risk Services (CRS), 
the Montgomery-
based organization 
working hand-in-hand 
with Alabama’s county 
governments in part-
nership with ACCA. 
In recognition of this 
safety month achieve-
ment, the county will 
receive a complimen-

tary breakfast funded 
by CRS.

Bibb County is an 
active participant in 
ACCA’s self-funded 
insurance programs, 
designed to allow 
county commissions 
to pool their resources 
and expertise to pro-
vide savings to the 
taxpayers. Sixty-one 

county commissions 
and many other coun-
ty government entities 
are members of one 
or more of these cus-
tom-tailored insurance 
programs: workers’ 
compensation, liability, 
property and cyber.
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Vote Next Week on New 
Congressional Lines

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

August 5, 2026:

There is no question the U.S. Supreme Court 
is in the process of dismantling the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, which has allowed the federal courts 
to dictate, direct, and draw gerrymandered 
Democratic districts throughout the south for the 
past 60 years.

There is no question, the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
and 1965 Voting Rights Act were necessary and 
the right remedies to enact to secure equal rights 
for all American citizens. The Voting Rights Act 
was the most necessary. As late as 1960, black 
citizens were essentially precluded from voting 
in Alabama in overt fashion. Alabama’s popula-
tion was, and still is, around 30% African Ameri-
can. The voting age population is 27% African 
American. Out of that 27% in 1960, only about 
1% were allowed to vote due to discriminatory 
Jim Crow literacy tests and poll tax laws. The 
few black voters were the elite preachers, funer-
al home directors, and college presidents.

After the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act it was “Katie bar the door.” It was immensely 
apparent that black people in the south had a 
generational aspiration to exercise their inherent 
right to vote. The proof in the pudding came in 
the 1966 Democratic Primary and General Elec-
tion that next year. There was a higher percent-
age of black voters in 1966 than white voters, 
which was amazing.

However, the measures taken to secure equal 
rights for all American citizens were effective 
and the that wrong has since been righted. In 
fact, the most intrusive sections of the Voting 
Rights Act, which mandated that the five Deep 
South states required preclearance from the 
U.S. Justice Department before changing any 
voting laws or even polling locations, was set 
to expire in 1970. It was renewed, routinely, by 
Congress over the years.

The Constitution clearly gives the power of 
the pen to state legislatures to draw their states 
own congressional and legislative districts. The 
Supreme Court has consistently ruled to uphold 
that inherent and clear states right. They have 
stated that is a political decision and power. If 
a state like California, New York, or Massachu-
setts has a Democratic majority legislature, they 
can and have drawn gerrymandered districts 
that favor Democrats. Conversely, if Republican 
states like Oklahoma, Nebraska, or Wyoming 
have a Republican majority legislature, they can 
draw Republican gerrymandered districts.

However, the deep South states of Alabama, 
Louisiana, South Carolina, and Mississippi have 
been prohibited from drawing their own con-

gressional and legislative lines due to the Voting 
Rights Act.

The Supreme Court is saying that there comes 
a time when a wrong has been righted. The sins 
of the father should be righted for only so long. 
The grandchildren and great grandchildren of 
white southerners should not be penalized for 
something that occurred generations ago. It is 
actually reverse discrimination. Indeed, a good 
many young, white Republicans in Alabama 
grew up in other states. It is probably perplex-
ing to a young engineer in Huntsville as to why 
a federal judge decreed their power extends to 
drawing lines that destroy communities of inter-
est and declares that they go into a district that 
extends to Mobile to create a black Democratic 
gerrymandered district.

The June 2nd U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 
the ongoing Voting Rights Act case of Milligan v. 
Allen, indicates clearly that the Court is going to 
reverse the lower three-judge panel’s 2023 de-
cision to draw racially discriminatory, congres-
sional maps.

The Supreme Court’s 6-3 decision clearly indi-
cates they are poised to rule in favor of Alabama 
in a final decision to reverse Milligan and declare 
the nail in the coffin of the Voting Rights Act.

The effect on Southern and national politics 
is monumental. There will be a shift of probably 
10-15 Congressional Seats moving from Demo-
cratic to Republican in the South. Tennessee, 
South Carolina, Mississippi, and Louisiana have 
already moved expediently.

Governor Ivey and our Republican Legislature 
moved quickly and prudently to capitalize on the 
anticipated Supreme Court decision.

In the May Special Session called by the Gov-
ernor, the legislature enacted a plan that calls 
for a 6 to 1 Republican to Democratic Congres-
sional district plan, similar to what was in place 
for over 30 years prior to Milligan. For those who 
say Alabama is the more racist of the Southern 
states, I disagree. Our sister southern states are 
going all out and wiping out all Democratic dis-
tricts. Our approach is fairer and more prudent.

We will vote next Tuesday in a Special Elec-
tion on the new Congressional District 1, District 
2, District 6 and District 7.

Vote next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading politi-
cal columnist. His weekly column appears in 
over 60 Alabama newspapers. He served 16 
years in the state legislature. Steve may be 
reached at steve@steveflowers.us.

Alabama lawmakers 
should act now to 
avoid a repeat of 

Arizona’s SNAP crisis
An Opinion Editorial By 

LaTrell Clifford Wood and 
Joseph Palomino

When Dee McDon-
ald renewed her fam-
ily’s benefits under the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP) last fall, she 
had no reason to think 
the process would 
leave her choosing be-
tween paying the rent 
and feeding the three 
grandsons she is rais-
ing.

Months passed 
without assistance. 
McDonald told The 
New York Times she 
relied on food banks, 
stretched every gro-
cery dollar and skipped 
meals while trying to 
resolve a paperwork 
problem with Arizona’s 
SNAP system.

Her family never 
stopped qualifying for 
help. The system sim-
ply failed to deliver it.

McDonald's experi-
ence was not an iso-
lated bureaucratic 
mishap. It was one 
glimpse of a statewide 
crisis.

Since Congress en-
acted HR 1 last sum-
mer, nearly 440,000 
Arizonans have lost 
SNAP assistance, also 
known as food stamps 
— roughly half of all 
participants. More 
than 180,000 are chil-
dren.

The decline far 
exceeds estimates 
of those directly af-
fected by new eligibil-
ity restrictions. This 
suggests many eli-
gible people are being 
caught in a system 
struggling with compli-
cated rules and pres-
sure to reduce errors 
and future costs. Ari-
zona has issued $600 
million less in SNAP 
benefits since July 
2025, even as food 
bank traffic surges.

Alabama should 
take notice. Arizona 
shows what can hap-
pen when sweeping 
federal changes col-
lide with an under-
funded, overburdened 
system.

About 1 in 8 Ala-
bamians — roughly 
650,000 — use SNAP 
to help keep food on 
the table. The federal 
government has fully 
funded these benefits 
for decades. But under 
HR 1, the so-called 
One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act (OBBBA), most 
states must pay for 5% 
to 15% of SNAP ben-

efits starting in 2028 
based on a flawed 
measure called the 
payment error rate. 
The law will require 
Alabama to cover 10% 
of SNAP benefits, or 
about $174 million a 
year.

This enormous cost 
shift is based on the 
misinterpretation of 
what payment error 
rates actually mea-
sure. Error rates do 
not measure fraud. 
Instead, they mea-
sure underpayments 
and overpayments 
that agencies — in-
cluding Alabama’s 
Department of Human 
Resources (DHR) — 
make while adminis-
tering SNAP.

As in Arizona, SNAP 
participation is falling 
in Alabama despite 
higher food prices 
and persistently high 
food insecurity and 
because of decades 
of unbending food 
apartheid. Since July 
2025, nearly 82,000 
fewer Alabamians, in-
cluding about 23,000 
children, are receiving 
SNAP benefits to help 
keep food on the table. 
That number is almost 
enough to fill Jordan-
Hare Stadium.

Much of this de-
crease is due to 
SNAP participants’ 
struggles to navigate 
HR 1’s new red-tape 
barriers, including ex-
panded work reporting 
and verification rules. 
These requirements 
have forced DHR staff 
to manage more calls, 
applications and pa-
perwork. Additionally, 
HR 1 now requires 
states to cover 75% of 
SNAP administrative 
costs, up from the pre-
vious 50%.

In short, the federal 
government has told 
Alabama to reduce its 
SNAP error rate while 
cutting federal funding 
and making the pro-
gram more complicat-
ed to administer. And if 
state legislators don’t 
allocate $174 million 
for SNAP benefits next 
year, Alabama could 
be forced to end its 
participation in SNAP 
entirely.

That is how a fiscal 
cost shift becomes a 
hunger crisis.

Alabama legislators 
must provide the fund-
ing needed to con-

tinue providing SNAP 
benefits. Otherwise, 
Alabamians risk losing 
the stabilizing power 
that SNAP offers for 
families, local grocers 
and retailers, farmers 
and the broader com-
munity.

Alabama has many 
revenue options to 
cover new SNAP 
costs. One would be 
to increase the state 
cigarette tax. Another 
would be to limit or end 
the state’s federal in-
come tax deduction — 
a skewed tax loophole 
that overwhelmingly 
benefits Alabama’s 
wealthiest households 
— and redirect some 
of that revenue to fund 
SNAP.

Ultimately, Congress 
should reverse these 

harmful new SNAP 
cost shifts. At mini-
mum, federal lawmak-
ers should give states 
enough time and re-
sources to implement 
them without pushing 
eligible families out.

Over the weekend, 
U.S. House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman 
John Boozman inac-
curately claimed his 
Farm Bill draft would 
give “additional time to 
strengthen administra-
tion of SNAP benefits 
and reduce payment 
error rates.” Alabama 
would not get addition-
al time to reduce error 
rates, but our lawmak-
ers would get addition-
al time to address the 
revenue gap the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act 
created for our state 

budget.
As the Farm Bill 

moves toward commit-
tee markup on Thurs-
day, Aug. 6, it appears 
our state administra-
tors still will have to 
put paperwork over 
people beginning this 
year. Ultimately, we 
would get a payment 
plan, with less than 
optimal “payment er-
ror” rates.

Lawmakers should 
continue to delay the 
SNAP cost shift for Al-
abama and give states 
an opportunity to re-
duce their payment er-
ror rate to reduce the 
cost of the program. 
Giving states until at 
least 2029 to prepare 
would protect families’ 
access to food while 
preserving SNAP 

spending that sup-
ports farmers, grocers 
and local economies.

Arizona’s experi-
ence is a cautionary 
tale. Alabama still has 
time not to repeat it — 
but only if state and 
federal leaders act 
before the warning be-
comes another crisis.

LaTrell Clifford 
Wood is a hunger 
policy advocate at Al-
abama Arise. Email: 
latrell@alarise.org 
. Joseph Palomino 
is director of the 
Arizona Center for 
Economic Progress. 
Email: jpalomino@
azeconcenter.org



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“I Am Thine, O Lord ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few hymn writers have left a 
legacy as enduring as Fanny 
Crosby, whose more than 8,000 
hymns have encouraged believ-
ers for generations. Among her 
most beloved is “I Am Thine, O 
Lord”, a hymn of consecration 
written in 1875 with music com-
posed by William H. Doane.

The hymn was born during 
one of Crosby’s visits to Do-
ane’s home in Cincinnati. As the 
evening unfolded, the family’s 
conversation centered on the 
joy and blessing of experienc-
ing the nearness of God. Their 
discussion inspired Crosby in a 
remarkable way.

In a sudden moment of inspi-
ration, she began reciting the 
hymn aloud, giving its words line 
by line, verse by verse, followed 
by the familiar chorus. Soon af-
terward, Doane composed the 
music to accompany her lyrics, 
and another treasured hymn 
was added to Crosby’s remark-
able collection.

The hymn expresses a heart-
felt desire to draw nearer to 
Christ, beginning with the famil-
iar words, “I am Thine, O Lord, I 

have heard Thy voice, and it told 
Thy love to me.” Its well-known 
refrain — “Draw me nearer, 
nearer, blessed Lord” — has 
become a prayer for countless 
Christians seeking a closer walk 
with God.

The message of I Am Thine, 
O Lord reflects the biblical invi-
tation found in Hebrews 10:22: 
“Let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith.” That theme of trust, sur-
render, and communion with the 
Lord runs through each verse, 
encouraging believers to dedi-
cate every part of their lives to 
His service.

Since its creation in 1875, the 
hymn has ministered to and 
challenged countless people 
to pursue a deeper relation-
ship with Christ. More than 150 
years later, its simple yet power-
ful prayer continues to resonate 
with congregations around the 
world, reminding us that one of 
the greatest desires of the Chris-
tian life is to draw ever nearer to 
the One who first drew near to 
us.

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage 
in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

APPLIANCE RE-
PAIR: Prompt local 
service available 
for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dish-
washer, Refrigerator, 
Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to sched-
ule your appointment 

now! 1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and 
shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. 
Call Now! 1-877-583-
6484

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (participat-
ing Ala-SCAN news-
paper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-

pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAU-
TY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-
ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 

Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-651-8016

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck 
or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-877-
930-3506

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do 

not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for 
a free quote and see 
how much you can 
save! 1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-877-403-
4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-

2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANT-
ED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRI-
OTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193
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NEWS

 Alabama Power Company 
Reports On Profitability

Alabama Power re-
ported an increase in 
its comprehensive in-
come this spring com-
pared to last year, ac-
cording to a quarterly 
report filed by South-
ern Company, its par-
ent company, last 
week.

The company 
reported a com-
prehensive prof-
it of about $435 
million for the 
second quarter 
of this year, an 
increase of 15% 
from the $381 
million profit 
that it earned 
in the second 
quarter of 2025. 
For the first six 
months of the 
year, the utility’s 
comprehensive 
income was 
$860 million, up 
from $756 mil-
lion in 2025, 
an increase of 
nearly 14%.

“Ultimately, I think it 
shows that Alabama 
Power is more profit-
able than ever,” said 
Daniel Tait, executive 
director of Energy Ala-
bama, an organiza-
tion that advocates for 
more renewable en-
ergy use in the state 
and has been critical 
of the utility. “We have 
seen years and years 
of record profits, and 
now we have another 
quarter.”

A message was sent 
to Alabama Power on 
Monday seeking com-
ment.

Alabama Power’s 
earnings contributed 
to the overall profitabil-
ity of Southern Com-
pany. The parent com-
pany’s profits totaled 
about $242 million in 
the second quarter, 
about a 10% increase 
over the same period 
last year.

The increased prof-
its came amid ongo-
ing questioning of 
Alabama’s high resi-
dential power rates. 
According to the U.S. 
Energy Information 
Agency (EIA), Ala-
bama residential cus-
tomers in May paid an 
average of 16.77 cents 
per kilowatt-hour, a 

4% increase over 
May 2025 and one of 
the highest rates in 
the South. Mississippi 
residents paid 16.16 
cents per kilowatt-hour 
that month; Georgia 
customers paid 15.84 
cents; Florida resi-
dents paid 15.17 cents 
and Tennessee resi-
dents paid 14.47.

Concern over high 
electricity rates led 
to an attempt in the 
Legislature this spring 
to force the Alabama 
Public Service Com-
mission, the state’s 
utility regulator, to hold 
regular rate hearings, 
in which utilities must 
justify rate increases. 
But senators altered 
the legislation to ex-
pand the PSC from 
three members to sev-
en and place it under 
the authority of a sec-
retary of energy begin-
ning next year, moves 
that critics said would 
weaken the utility’s au-
thority.

The law also pre-
vents the PSC from 
holding a rate case 
hearing unless the 
newly created Sec-
retary of Energy au-
thorizes it or it is ap-
proved by five of the 
seven members who 

serve on the PSC.
Messages seeking 

comment were left 
with PSC candidates 
on Monday.  James 
Gordon, a former state 
representative and the 
Democratic nominee 
for Place 1 on the Ala-
bama Public Service 
Commission, said if 
elected, he wants to 
work with other PSC 
members to reduce 
Alabama Power’s kilo-
watt-hour charges by 
25%.

Should he be elect-
ed, Gordon said he 
wants to work with 
his colleagues on the 
PSC to negotiate that 
reduction.

“They stripped it of 
its power. So, now it 
is more of a request to 
get to that point. If you 
don’t get five commis-
sioners to be on the 
same page, then you 
won’t get to that level,” 
Gordon said of the rate 
case. “So, my goal is 
to try and negotiate 4 
cents per kilowatt-hour 
for our price reduction 
for the citizens of Ala-
bama.”

Based on the unau-
dited financial state-
ments, Alabama Pow-
er’s profits came from 
significant expense re-

ductions from its busi-
ness operations.

“The (profit) increase 
was primarily due to a 
decrease in other op-
erations and mainte-
nance expenses and 
an increase in other in-
come (expense), net, 
partially offset by an 
increase in deprecia-
tion and amortization,” 
the company said in its 
financial statement.

The company report-
ed a decline in its re-
tail revenues of about 
$8 million versus this 
time last year, going 
from $1.718 billion 
to $1.710 billion. The 
company also took in 
less wholesale reve-
nues from its non-affil-
iate customers, going 
from about $98 million 
in the second quar-
ter of 2025 to roughly 
$85 million in the most 
recent quarter of this 
year.

However, the com-
pany took in more 
money from wholesale 
electricity it provided 
to its affiliate custom-
ers, or Georgia Power 
and Mississippi Pow-
er, also part of South-
ern Company. That 
revenue line increased 
from $36 million in 
the second quarter of 

2025 to $55 million in 
the quarter that just 
concluded.

Alabama Power also 
increased its profits 
by decreasing its ex-
penses. The largest 
decrease in expenses 
came from the “other 
operation and main-
tenance” line item. 
That number went 
from $472 million in 
the second quarter of 
2025 to $415 million 
in the second quarter 
of 2026, a decrease of 
about 12%.

The company also 
offset some of its ex-
penses by using a re-
serve account to pay 
for costs related to 
transmission, distribu-
tion and power gen-
eration. The company 
also saved about $15 
million in expenses for 
the sale of “unregu-
lated products and 
services,” $8 million 
in savings from the 
purchase of the Lind-
say Hill power plant 
and deferred costs of 
about $12 million.

 Reprinted with per-
mission of Alabama 
Reflector

Alabama Public Service 
Commission Approves 

Solar Energy Project
Reprinted from Ala-

bama Reflector
August 4, 2026

The Alabama Public 
Service Commission 
Tuesday approved a 
solar project aimed 
at supporting a Mont-
gomery data center.

Members unani-
mously approved a 
certificate of conve-
nience and necessity 
for Alabama Power’s  
“Clearview Ranch 
Project,” allowing the 
investor-owned utility 
to construct a 1,400 
acre, 200-megawatt 
solar photovoltaic gen-
erating facility and a 
200-megawatt, two-
hour duration battery 
energy storage system 
in Macon and Bullock 

counties.
The commission 

also approved an 
agreement that allows 
Alabama Power to 
pass the costs of the 
solar project to Dotier, 
a subsidiary of Meta, 
for a 20-year term. 

“After reviewing the 
project’s economics 
and supporting in-
formation, staff con-
cluded that the project 
meets those require-
ments and will not 
negatively impact cus-
tomers,” said Cynthia 
Almond, the president 
of the Public Service 
Commission. “In fact, 
because Dotier is 
bearing all the project 
costs, Alabama Pow-
er’s customers are ex-
pected to benefit over 

time rather than hav-
ing to pay for the proj-
ect.”

Alabama Power says 
that Meta is supporting 
the cost of the project 
and that the social me-
dia company will then 
receive renewable 
energy credits in ex-
change for supporting 
the project.

However, Alabama 
Power will develop, 
own and operate the 
solar facility. It is an-
other proposed solar 
project from Alabama 
Power that will support 
the $1.5 billion data 
center that Meta plans 
to construct in Mont-
gomery along with the 
solar project planned 
for Baldwin County, 
according to reporting 

from al.com.
A message was sent 

to Alabama Power on 
Tuesday seeking com-
ment.

Energy Alabama, an 
organization that ad-
vocates for more re-
newable energy use 
in the state, was listed 
within the docket but 
was not notified that 
staff had recommend-
ed that it be approved.

“Even as a clean 
energy advocate, it is 
very problematic when 
this type of information 
is being filed suppos-
edly in a docket, but 
there is no informa-
tion there,” said Daniel 
Tait, executive director 
of Energy Alabama. 
“And we didn’t receive 
any copy of it. The first 

we are learning of it is 
when it gets approved 
at the Public Service 
Commission.”

Half of the project 
will be in Macon Coun-
ty, and half in Barbour.

“It will provide power 
to the power grid, and 
it is not going to cost 
us any money,” said 
Louis Maxwell, chair 
of the Macon County 
Commission. “Now, 
we have not seen a 
data center yet, that is 
a different thing.”

Maxwell said he 
asked Alabama Power 
about the customers 
that the solar farm will 
serve, but the compa-
ny did not provide that 
information. However, 
Alabama Power will 
compensate the coun-

ty to build the project 
within its jurisdiction, 
according to Maxwell.

Maxwell did not say 
the amount but di-
rected the Alabama 
Reflector to contact 
county staff to answer 
the question. The 
Alabama Reflector 
reached out to Macon 
County officials for ad-
ditional information.

According to the 
Alabama Power web-
site, Macon County is 
expected to receive 
about $27 million in 
revenue from the proj-
ect over 20 years, or 
an average of about 
$1.35 million a year. 
Bullock will get $56 
million in revenue, an 
average of $2.8 million 
annually.
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West Blocton Fire & Rescue to Offer CPR 
Certification Course for Community

Another success-
ful summer camp has 
come to a close at the 
BMC Wellness Center, 
where young athletes 
recently spent the 
week building basket-
ball skills, growing in 
confidence, and mak-
ing lasting memories.

BMC Wellness an-
nounced that its Bas-
ketball Camp has offi-
cially wrapped up, cel-
ebrating a week filled 
with learning, encour-
agement, and plenty 
of hard work on and off 
the court.

Throughout the 
camp, participants fo-
cused on developing 
the fundamentals of 
the game while also 
learning the value of 
teamwork, persever-
ance, and supporting 
one another. As camp-
ers practiced new 
skills and challenged 
themselves each day, 
they also gained con-
fidence that extends 
well beyond basket-
ball.

Youth sports camps 
like this offer much 
more than athletic in-
struction. They provide 
children with oppor-
tunities to stay active 

during the summer, 
develop discipline, 
build friendships, and 
learn important life 
lessons such as en-
couragement, respect, 
and determination. 
Those experiences of-
ten leave a lasting im-
pact long after the final 

whistle blows.
BMC Wellness ex-

tended a special thank 
you to Coach Jamesio 
Rhine for investing in 
each athlete through-
out the week and for 
sharing his passion for 
the game with every 
camper.

The Wellness Cen-
ter also expressed its 
appreciation to the 
parents who entrusted 
their children to the 
program, recogniz-
ing the important role 
families play in helping 
make these opportuni-
ties possible.

As another summer 
program comes to an 
end, BMC Wellness 
continues its com-
mitment to provid-
ing opportunities that 
encourage healthy 
lifestyles, personal 
growth, and commu-
nity connections for 

Bibb County families. 
For many of the young 
athletes who attended, 
the camp was about 
much more than bas-
ketball – it was a week 
of learning, laughter, 
and growing both on 
and off the court.
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