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BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

On July 1, Bibb
County Schools an-
nounced that they will
continue to provide
free breakfast and
lunch to all enrolled
students during the
2026-2027 school year
through the Communi-
ty Eligibility Provision
(CEP). Because the
district is participating
in CEP, families will
not need to complete a
free and reduced-price
meal application. All
students enrolled in
Bibb County Schools
will automatically re-
ceive breakfast and
lunch at no cost.

The Community El-
igibility Provision, es-
tablished under the
Healthy, Hunger-Free
Kids Act of 2010, al-
lows eligible school
districts in low-income
communities to serve
free meals to every
student. The program
is designed to reduce
paperwork for families

and schools while en-
suring students have
access to nutritious
meals each school
day.

District officials said
the program also al-

lows child nutrition
staff to spend more
time preparing meals
and reduces wait times
in cafeteria lines, giv-
ing students more time
to eat. By providing
meals at no cost, the
district hopes to en-
sure students come to
school well-nourished
and ready to learn.

School breakfasts
and lunches will con-
tinue to meet the nutri-
tion guidelines estab-
lished by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA).

For additional infor-
mation about the dis-
trict's child nutrition
program, parents and
guardians may con-
tact Child Nutrition
Program Director Ka-
rie Jane Davis at da-
visk@bibbed.org or by
calling 205-926-9881,
ext. 60109.

Agency on Aging
Seeks Public Input

The public is invited to
attend and participate
in an upcoming Pub-
lic Hearing regarding
West Alabama Re-
gional Commission
Area Agency on Aging.

Date: August 10, 2026
Time: 11:30 AM
Location: 4200 Hwy
69 N, Northport, AL
35473

West Alabama Re-
gional Commission
Area Agency on Ag-
ing (AAA) seeks com-
ments  from  older
adults, people with
disabilities, caregivers,
and others interested
in aging their homes
and communities. Col-
lected information will
be used by AAA to
further carryout their

2025-2028 Area Plan
on Aging.

Those wishing to
speak will have an
opportunity to do so
during the hearing.
Written comments
may also submitted
via mail, PO BOX 509,
Northport, AL 35476
or emailed to kelli.kim-
brell@westal.org.

Community participa-
tion is encouraged.
Your input is an im-
portant part of the
decision-making pro-
cess.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact:

Woodstock Mayor Jeft Dodson
Inducted into Alabama

S

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

Woodstock  Mayor
Jeff Dodson has add-
ed another incredible
achievement to his
long list of accomplish-
ments, recently being
inducted into the Ala-
bama Boxing Hall of
Fame during the orga-
nization’s 10th Annual
Hall of Fame Boxing
Show, held June 20 at
the Bryant Conference
Center.

The annual event
celebrates the past,
present, and future of
boxing throughout Ala-
bama, featuring a Hall
of Fame induction cer-
emony, a professional
boxing card, and rec-
ognition of some of the
state’s top amateur
boxers. Mayor Dod-
son was honored in
the Support Personnel
category, recognizing

his contributions to the
sport and the lasting
impact he has made
both inside and out-
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side the ring.

Before serving the
Town of Woodstock,
Dodson stepped into
the ring as a heavy-
weight profession-
al boxer. Competing
from 1998 to 2000, he
compiled a profession-
al record of four wins
in five bouts, earning
victories over Jeffrey
Young in his profes-
sional debut, Quinta
McMath, Curtis Burch-
field, and Tony Locas-
tro. With a knockout
rate of 50 percent
during his career, Dod-
son demonstrated the
same determination
and perseverance that
many in the communi-
ty have come to know
through his public ser-
vice.

His involvement in
boxing, however, did
not end when his pro-
fessional career con-
cluded. Overthe years,
Dodson has continued
serving the sport as
a judge and referee,

Boxing Hall of Fame

Photo courtesy
and he remains ac-
tively involved today
as a boxing inspector,
helping ensure the in-
tegrity and safety of
boxing events across
Alabama. His contin-
ued dedication to the
sport is a testament to
his passion for boxing
and his commitment to
supporting athletes at
every level.

Today, Bibb County
residents know Dod-
son as Woodstock's
mayor, where he
continues working to
serve and strengthen
his hometown. His Hall
of Fame induction is a
reminder that many
of the people leading
and serving local com-
munities have unique
stories and accom-
plishments that extend
far beyond their public
roles.

Bibb County has
long been home to in-
dividuals who excel in
a wide variety of fields,
and Mayor Dodson’s

of Cheryl Dodson

is another

induction
example of the ex-
ceptional talent found
right here at home. His
recognition brings not
only personal honor,
but also something for
the Woodstock com-
munity and all of Bibb
County to celebrate.

Congratulations to
Mayor Jeff Dodson
on this well-deserved
honor and on being
inducted into the Ala-
bama Boxing Hall of
Fame. From his days
as a heavyweight box-
er to his continued ser-
vice as a judge, refer-
ee, and inspector, his
lifelong commitment
to the sport has left
a lasting impact. His
achievement stands
as a testament to hard
work, dedication, and
the many ways one
person can make a
difference — both in
the ring and in the
community he proudly
serves.
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Tuscaloosa Coca-Cola Bottling Company and
Centreville Main Street Unveil Historic Mural

CENTREVILLE,
Ala. (July 2, 2026) —
Tuscaloosa Coca-Co-
la Bottling Company, a
sales center of Coca-
Cola Bottling Compa-
ny United, Inc. (UNIT-
ED), in proud partner-
ship with Centreville
Main Street, will un-
veil a newly restored
Coca-Cola mural on
Tuesday, July 7, at
10 a.m. at 1100 Wal-
nut St. on Centreville
Town Square.

The restored 1940s
mural is a tribute to
Coca-Cola’s longtime
presence in Southern
communities and re-
flects a shared com-
mitment to preserv-
ing local history. Fully
funded through a
partnership  between
Tuscaloosa Coca-Co-
la and The Coca-Cola
Company, the resto-
ration is both a com-
munity  development
initiative and a cele-
bration of Centreville’s
history.

The $20,000 project
took approximately
one year to complete
and involved extensive
historical research,
photo verification and
preservation planning
to ensure the mural
accurately reflected its
original appearance.
Planners credit the mu-
ral’'s authenticity to Jim
Oakley, former owner,
publisher and editor of

The Centreville Press
newspaper. An original
photo taken by Oakley
in 1946 was instru-
mental in restoring the
mural.

Speakers at the un-

veiling will include
Oakley, Centreville
Mayor Barry Coon-

er, Centreville Main
Street Board Chair-
man Ashton Cotting-
ham, Tuscaloosa Co-
ca-Cola Sales Center
Manager Vann Scott,
lan Smith, Director
of Franchise Leader-
ship at The Coca-Cola
Company, and John
Kennedy, owner of the
old Cleveland’s build-
ing where the mural is
located.

“This project repre-
sents what can hap-
pen when businesses,
nonprofits and com-
munity leaders come

together around a
shared vision,” Cot-
tingham said. “The

mural celebrates our
history,  strengthens
our downtown and
creates another rea-
son for residents and
visitors alike to ex-
perience  everything
Centreville has to of-
fer.”

Said Scott, “This
mural is a symbol
of the relationships
Coca-Cola has built
with communities like
Centreville over gen-
erations. We're hon-

You trust
lts quallty

ored to help preserve
this piece of local his-
tory and celebrate the
people and stories that
make this community
so special.”

“Historic murals tell
the story Coca-Cola’s
connection to home-
towns across Ameri-
ca,” Smith said. “We're
proud to partner with
local bottlers like Co-
ca-Cola UNITED and
community leaders
to restore these land-
marks, ensuring they
can be enjoyed by fu-
ture generations while
supporting the contin-
ued revitalization of
Main Streets across
our region.”

Guests in atten-
dance will receive
a commemorative
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Centreville Coca-Cola
bottle and will be the
first to learn the loca-
tion of the next Coca-
Cola mural restoration
project. Since 2020,
Coca-Cola  UNITED
and the Coca-Cola
Company have part-
nered with communi-
ties to restore murals
across the Southeast.
Locations in Ala-
bama include Calera,
Fayette, Waverly and
Wetumpka.

Event Details

What: Historic Coca-
Cola Mural Unveiling

Who: Speakers at
the unveiling will in-
clude Centreville
Mayor Barry Cooner,
Centreville Main Street
Board Chairman
Ashton  Cottingham,
Tuscaloosa Coca-Cola
Sales Center Manager
Vann Scott, lan Smith,
Director of Franchise
Leadership at The Co-
ca-Cola Company, Jim
Oakley, former owner,
publisher and editor of
The Centreville Press
newspaper, and John
Kennedy, owner of
the Cleveland Building
where the mural is lo-
cated.

When: Tuesday, July

7,at 10 a.m.
Where: 1100 Wal-
nut St., Centreville,

AL 35042 (old Cleve-
land’s building)

About Coca-Cola
Bottling Company
United, Inc.

Coca-Cola Bottling
Company United, Inc.
(UNITED), founded in
1902 and headquar-
tered in Birmingham,
Alabama, is among
the largest bottlers and
distributors _of _Coke

products in the U.S.
Now with its fifth gen-
eration of family work-
ing in the Dbusiness,
Coca-Cola  UNITED
has more than 10,000
associates located in
more than 50 facilities
across six southeast-
ern states (Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, and
Tennessee).  Histori-
cally significant fran-
chises in our Coca-
Cola UNITED family
include Chattanooga,
the world’s first Coca-
Cola bottler; Atlanta,
home of the worldwide
Coca-Cola  System;
and Columbus, Geor-
gia, development site
of the original Coca-
Cola formula.

Coca-Cola UNITED
is engaged in the pro-
duction, marketing,
and distribution of a di-
verse portfolio of lead-
ing sparkling (Coca-
Cola®, Diet Coke®,
Coke Zero Sugar®,
Dr Pepper®, Sprite®
and Fanta®) and still
(smartwater®, vita-
minwater®, Dasani®,
POWERADE®,
BODYARMOR®, Fair-
life®, Gold Peak®,
Monster® and Minute
Maid®) non-alcoholic
brands under exclu-
sive franchise agree-
ments principally with
The Coca-Cola Com-
pany®, Keurig Dr Pep-
per® and Monster En-
ergy Company®.

For more than 120
years, Coca-Cola
UNITED has remained
true to its foundational
core values of Quality,
Excellence, Integrity
and “Respect. Local

alized customer ser-
vice and strong com-
munity ~ engagement
have been the founda-
tion of our business for
more than a century.
Each year, millions of
dollars are invested in
our local communities,
supporting education,
community  develop-
ment, sustainability
and nonprofit organi-
zations that empower
and impact those in
need. Learn more at
cocacolaunited.com
and follow us on Face-
book, Instagram and
LinkedIn.
About
Main Street
Centreville Main
Street is a nonprofit
organization dedicat-
ed to preserving, pro-
moting and revitalizing
downtown Centreville
through historic pres-
ervation, economic de-
velopment and com-
munity engagement.
Working alongside lo-
cal businesses, prop-
erty owners, volun-
teers and community
partners, we champi-
on projects and events
that celebrate Cent-
reville’s unique heri-
tage while fostering a
vibrant downtown for
residents and visitors
alike. Through collabo-
ration and investment
in the city’s historic as-
sets, Centreville Main
Street helps strength-

Centreville

en the local
economy and
preserve the char
acter that makes
the community
special. Follow us

on Face-book and
Instagram.




July 10, 2026

Centreville Press | Page 3

LOCAL & GOVERNMENT

Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Jes-
sie Ray Averette who
passed away on June
24, 2026. Services
were held on July 1,
2026.

Anniversary wishes
go out to Bryan and
Kelly McDonald who
celebrated their 15th
wedding anniversary
on June 25, 2026.

David and Joan Wal-
lace celebrated their
wedding anniversary
on June 24, 2026. We
send out wedding an-
niversary to them also.

Birthday wishes go
out to Anne Deason
who celebrated her
birthday on the 4th of
July, 2026.

Remember Celebra-
tion on the Green will
be held this year on
Saturday, July 11,
2026.

Continued get well
wishes and a speedy
recovery goes out to
Charlotte Lovelady
West.

Belated birthday
wishes go out to Ney-
sa McGee, Martha
Kay McRae and Mi-
chael Watts, Jr.

Anniversary wishes

go out to Johnny &
Kim Watts who cel-
ebrated their wedding
anniversary on July 5,
2026.

Birthday wishes go
out to Mr. Ed Light-
sey who celebrated
his 102nd birthday on
July 4, 2026. We wish
him many more Happy
Birthdays to come.

Several with birth-
days in July are Rosa-
lyn Adams, Cindy Sug-
gs, Charles Caddell,
Matt Hartzell, Teresa
Barron Murphy, Anne
E. Deason, Shjerry
Nichols, Tammy John-
son Tucker, John
Hubbard, Sheila Dun-
can, Jan Costa Ber-
lin, Frankie Fancher
and Kasie Kornegay
Stamps. We send out
birthday wishes to all
of them.

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Bert
Leon Crocker, age
79, who passed away
on June 28, 2026. A
graveside service was
held on Friday, July
3, 2026. Bert will be
greatly missed.

If you have news
call it in at (205) 316-
1181. Take care & God
Bless.

Woodstock Drug Launches
Free Prescription Delivery

Across Bibb County

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Access to healthcare
just became a little
easier for residents
across Bibb County.

As of July 1,
Woodstock Drug has
officially launched its
new free prescrip-
tion delivery service,
bringing medications
directly to patients’
homes throughout
West Blocton and all of
Bibb County. The new
service reflects the
pharmacy’s continued
commitment to putting
patients first by mak-
ing prescription pick-
ups more convenient
and accessible.

For many families,
finding time to make
an extra stop during

AT LA
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the day can be chal-
lenging. Whether bal-
ancing work, caring for
children or loved ones,
or simply facing trans-
portation difficulties,
having prescriptions
delivered at no addi-
tional cost can help re-
move one more obsta-
cle to staying healthy.

The  process is
simple. Patients who
would like to use the
service should call
their prescriptions into
Woodstock Drug be-
fore 11 a.m. and let the
pharmacy staff know
they would like deliv-
ery. Staff members will
then return the call to
verify the delivery ad-
dress and form of pay-
ment, so patients are
encouraged to make

elFire& &R

sure their phone num-
bers are up to date.
Deliveries will begin
shortly after 11 a.m.
and will be available
Monday through Fri-
day during normal
business hours.

The announce-
ment comes after
Woodstock Drug re-
cently sought feed-
back from the com-
munity regarding the
possibility of offering
prescription delivery.
With the service now
becoming a reality,
the pharmacy contin-
ues to demonstrate its
dedication to listening
to the needs of local
residents and finding
practical ways to bet-
ter serve them.

As a locally focused

pe st e

pharmacy, Woodstock
Drug has long em-
phasized personalized
care and customer ser-
vice. The addition of
free delivery is another
step toward ensuring
that quality health-
care remains conve-
nient and accessible
for people throughout
Bibb County.

Residents interested
in taking advantage
of the new service
can simply contact
Woodstock Drug be-
fore 11 a.m., request
delivery, and let the
pharmacy take care
of the rest. For many
across the county, it's
one more way qual-
ity healthcare is being
brought a little closer
to home.

escue

Launches Lifesaving Blood
Transfusion Program

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Brierfield Volunteer
Fire & Rescue has
reached a historic
milestone in emergen-
cy medical care, offi-
cially launching its pre-
hospital blood transfu-
sion program, an ad-
vancement that brings
cutting-edge, lifesav-
ing treatment directly
to patients across rural
Bibb County.

With the program
now underway, Bri-
erfield Fire & Rescue
has become one of
fewer than 20 emer-
gency medical service
agencies in Alabama
currently carrying
blood products in the
field. It is also the only
100% volunteer EMS
agency in the state to
offer this capability,

marking a significant
achievement not only

for the department
but for emergency re-
sponse throughout
Bibb County.

Research has shown
that for patients experi-
encing life-threatening
blood loss, every min-
ute without lifesaving
resuscitation increas-
es the odds of death
by approximately two
percent. By carrying
blood products directly
on emergency vehi-
cles, specially trained
Brierfield paramedics
can begin treatment
long before a patient
reaches the hospital,
providing critical care
when every second
matters.

The new program
allows responders
to administer univer-
sal donor packed red
blood cells and liquid
plasma to patients
suffering from severe

bleeding and other
life-threatening emer-
gencies. To ensure
this valuable resource
is never wasted, blood
approaching its expi-
ration date will be ex-
changed with hospital
blood banks.

While the program
represents a major
step forward for emer-
gency care, it also
comes with a signifi-
cant cost. Treating a
single patient  with
blood products can ex-
ceed $700. Because
Brierfield Fire & Res-
cue is a non-transport
agency, it does not
bill patients or insur-
ance companies for
the care it provides.
Instead, the depart-
ment is able to offer
this service through a
generous community
donor who has fully
funded the program as

a 12-month pilot initia-
tive.

Department leaders
hope the program will
become a permanent
part of their emergen-
cy medical services,
ensuring residents in
Bibb County continue
to have access to ad-
vanced, time-sensitive
care close to home.

Community mem-
bers interested in
helping sustain the
program beyond its
initial pilot period are
encouraged to contact
Brierfield Volunteer
Fire & Rescue to learn
more about supporting
this lifesaving initia-
tive. Through innova-
tion, volunteer service,
and community part-
nership, the depart-
ment continues to ex-
pand the level of care
available to the people
it serves.
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Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

July 8, 2026:

It is apparent that many Alabamians are con-
fused by all the furor and hullabaloo surround-
ing the continuous federal litigation. The shift-
ing of decisions, new election dates, counting
of election results, and which congressman
or congressional candidate is in which district
has created ongoing uncertainty. | have been
around Alabama politics a long time and | have
never seen a scenario or so much ambiguity as
we have found ourselves in this year. All of the
turmoil stems from a Louisianian case — Louisi-
ana v. Callais — where it appears that the U.S.
Supreme Court is essentially ruling that the
1965 Voting Rights Act is outdated and uncon-
stitutional.

The Voting Rights Act was passed in 1965 in
the wake of the 1964 Presidential election. Lyn-
don B. Johnson had been elected President for
a full term of his own in 1964. He ascended to
the Presidency after the horrific assassination of
President John F. Kennedy in 1963.

The country was politically ready for major Civil
Rights legislation promised but never delivered
by the Kennedy Administration. Kennedy knew
that pragmatically, the dismantling of segrega-
tion and Jim Crow laws and mores in the South
could not be overturned because of the power of
the southern block of senators. Because of their
seniority and prowess, the senators from the
south totally controlled the U.S. Senate. They
chaired every major committee, and they were
devoted in a dedicated, ironclad block against
any Civil Rights or Integration Laws. They were
beholden to only white southern voters, as
blacks were essentially disenfranchised in the
south in 1960.

This group of powerful and distinguished sen-
ators were led by Richard Russell and Herman
Talmadge of Georgia, Strom Thurmond of South
Carolina, Russell Long of Louisiana, John Sten-
nis of Mississippi. Our own erudite team of John
Sparkman and Lister Hill were in the Southern
block. It was led by one powerful “win at all
costs” Majority Leader of the Senate, Lyndon B.
Johnson. Texan Johnson was an arch segrega-
tionists and anti-Civil Rights southerner. His be-
loved mentor was Richard Russell of Georgia.

When John F. Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas, Texas, Johnson, who had been put on
the Demaocratic ticket in order to carry the swing
Lone Star State in 1960, ascended to the Presi-
dency. Johnson, who had uncanny inherent po-
litical instincts, knew that his path to the White
House was through the passage of a major Civil
Rights Bill.

Johnson used every ounce of political power
he possessed to pass the 1964 Civil Rights Bill.
He met with Civil Rights leaders Martin Luther
King and Roy Wilkins. From their meetings they
could determine from the power-driven political
animal, crass, tough Texan, that his heart was
not in the mission. His “conversion” was based
on pragmatism, not morality. Johnson’s forte
was not morality.

Johnson ran over his former southern block of
senators in ruthless, less than honorable fash-
ion, and passed the 1964 Civil Rights Act. As
he signed the monumental law, he looked at
the glaring stare of his mentor, Richard Russell,
and said prophetically, “I have just signed the
south over to the Republican Party for the next
60 years.” He was right, but the Republicans will
prevail in the south far past this 60-year plateau.

The 1964 election was a landslide for Lyndon
Johnson. He trounced the Republican nomi-
nee Barry Goldwater of Arizona. He carried 44
states. The only states he lost were Arizona and
the five deep south states of Alabama, Georgia,
South Carolina, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

Johnson came back in 1965 and passed the
Voting Rights Act. This legislation only applies
to the five states that he lost. It was retribution,
rather than equality, that triggered the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act. Alabama and her sister southern
states have been precluded from rightfully and
constitutionally drawing our own legislative and
congressional districts for 60 years.

The U.S. Supreme Court is determining that
the time is up on past discriminatory voting pre-
clusions of black citizens, and that white south-
ern voters are the ones being discriminated
against now.

The bottom line is that the Supreme Court has
decreed that Alabama can draw its congressio-
nal lines the same way that Massachusetts and
California can. Going forward, ultimately, we will
have a six to one or seven to zero Republican
Congressional delegation, rather than a five to
two.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading politi-
cal columnist. His weekly column appears in
over 60 Alabama newspapers. He served 16
years in the state legislature. Steve may be
reached at steve@steveflowers.us.
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center

Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist

Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079
Camp Branch
Church

2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Baptist

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 /
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
9038-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101
New Hope Missionary
Baptist

Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Missionary

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-386

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holg/ Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville  Church  Of
Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-

ecE )
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ec

Wgst Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church

Of God
205-477-5468

Rivgr of Life Church of

Go
9225 H 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of
God ) )

Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St.  Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS )
Deliverance Temple Holi-

ness
Four Points 926-5565
Word of Faith Worship

Center
Centreville 926-4555

Episcopal

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness

Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth

Church

646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Holiness

Trinity  Spirit Holiness
Church

Centreville 926-4321
METHODIST

J Dccfdr

o

Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. « Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian
Church

Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST

First Brent Seventh Day
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsa/ilge Union Church
0. Rd.
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 = Walnut Street -«
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place
Church

24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God's House of Prayer
48)9 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er

Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

BY SAVANNA LOGAN
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Few gospel songs have cap-
tured the warmth of Christian
fellowship quite like “On the Jeri-
cho Road”. Written in 1928 by
Don and Marguerete McCross-
man, the song has remained a
favorite in churches and gospel
music circles for generations.
Though often referred to simply
as “The Jericho Road”, its origi-
nal title was “As We Travel Along
on the Jericho Road".

Little biographical information
is available about the McCross-
mans, making the enduring pop-
ularity of their song even more
remarkable. Just a few years
after it was written, the hymn
was copyrighted in 1933 by the
Stamps-Baxter Music Company,
one of the most influential pub-
lishers of Southern gospel mu-
Sic.

The song was first released in
1934 by the Propes Quartet, but
it gained even wider recognition
when the Chuck Wagon Gang
recorded it in 1941. Their rendi-
tion helped establish it as one of
the best-loved quartet songs of
its time. Over the years, many

well-known artists, including Jim
and Jesse, Elvis Presley, and
Merle Haggard, also recorded
the hymn, introducing it to new
audiences while preserving its
timeless appeal.

For many Christians, “On the
Jericho Road” brings back fond
memories of gathering in church
to sing in rich four-part harmony.
In many congregations, espe-
cially those with a strong tradi-
tion of gospel singing, it became
a favorite because of its uplifting
melody and the joy of blending
voices together.

While some hymn historians
note that its lyrics may not be
as poetic or theologically com-
plex as other classic hymns, its
memorable tune and beautiful
harmonies have allowed it to
stand the test of time. More than
nine decades after it was first
written, “On the Jericho Road”
continues to be sung, reminding
believers of the comfort found in
Christian fellowship and the en-
during power of gospel music to
unite generations in song.

HOMECOMING 2026

Bethlehem Global Methodist
Church in Heiberger is cele-
brating Homecoming this year
on July 12th, 2026. Pastor Tim
Craddock will be leading the
service beginning at 11:00 AM.
Following the service we will
have lunch and fellowship with
everyone in the fellowship hall.

If you are unable to attend
and would like to make a do-
nation to the cemetery fund,
you can mail a check pay-
able to Bethlehem Methodist
Church to Mrs. Ada Jean Holif-
ield, 1971 Jerico Rd., Marion,
Al. 36756

s vy (N

%
i';

Thank you for choosing us as Best
4 Funeral Home in Bibb County!

805 Birmingham Rd.

www.rock

Centreville, AL
205.926.4876

funeralhomes.com
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SERVICES

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small

amount of water can
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our
trusted professionals
dry out the wet area
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and
your home’s value!
If you have water in
your home that needs
to be dried, Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1371 Have
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you
call!

APPLIANCE REPAIR:

Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Washer/Dryer,

Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs.
Satisfaction  guaran-
teed. Call to schedule
your appointment now!

1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL  BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Superior
qguality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call
Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE
or by region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your
ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to
find out how easy it is
to advertise statewide!

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condi-

- .

ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE!

Make 3 HUGE SPFLASH
STATEWIDE or target your ad
REGIOMALY for the moot cost
effective media buy amyarhere!
Statewide ado appear in over
100 HEWEPAPERS, i

tion. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular -
the same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and acti-
vation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information Kit.
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention:  VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-877-651-
8016

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’'s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT
justadiscount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get

N HELP

AGAINST

your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the
details! 1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for a
free quote and see how
much you can save!
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out
gutters.  Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a

Legal Notices

FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate.
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car,
truck, boat, RV and
more to support our
veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-

426-0193

—

-
« Our legal notices are published weeklyin =
our print Legal Notices Edition, and mailed '

to subscribers.

« Each legal notice is also published and
archived online at Alabama Public Notices. -

« (https://alabamapublicnotices.com)

reaching
1 MILLICEY READERS each weelk!

DISPLAY ADS START AT $400
(2x2 display ad in 1 region)

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT 499
(25 word line ad in 1 region)

Elder Abuse, Neglect & Exploitation

Contact DHR to Make a Report

ALALIARES LR N | e

msmm’s L 1-800-458-7214

MAN
e ol iy aps@dhr.alabama.gov [ooOURCES
CALL 1-800-264-7043 worw alabamapress org

4 AlabamaPublicNotices.com

Public notices from
. Alabama nevwspapers {
B 'F |
BIBB MEDICAL CENTER Arcess public notices statewide 24/7
BN VN G FREE mamal searches

AlabamaPublicNotices.com

public notice affects you

& = WE NRE HIRING

BIBB MEDICAL CENTER “" FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Med-Surg RN &
*Emergency Department RN @&
*Labor and Delivery RN &

*Night Shift

APPLY NOW

Apply today or explore other career
opportunities at bibbmed.com/careers

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed iAbandoned Vehicles, Mabil: Homes & El.llutp'l-l-l.ll

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!l

[We can help with mest Titled Vehicles in Alabama, inclading Cars,

Trucks, Matercycles, Vs & Trailers. Stop in, by phene or enline!

Free Phome Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www. JSEAL.com

WELLNESS €

(205) 926-4881 (W
208 Pierson Avenue, Centreville, AL 35042 @
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NEWS

BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

Last week we ran
across an accounting
ledger and several old
bank drafts for a for-
mer subscriber who
lived in Brent and was
probably a barbershop
owner. He paid his an-
nual $1.00 subscrip-
tion to the Centreville
Pressin 1925!

What Is Community
News Really Worth
These Days?

Every now and then
someone tells us the
local news “isn’t worth
the paper it's printed
on.” We get that a lot.
And we accept the crit-
icism that many of our
citizens don't use elec-
tronic devices to read
the news. Times have
certainly changed.

That's certainly their
right. Everyone de-
cides for themselves
what has value.

One interesting fact
that is worth mention-
ing here is that the
number of readers
who access our online
content each week,
without a paid sub-

scription, continues to
be a huge multiple of
the number of readers
who purchase a sub-
scription.

This leads us to an
interesting question.

What is anything
worth?

One hundred years
ago, in 1925, a year's
subscription to the
Centreville Press cost
$1.00. Today it costs
$45.00. That sounds
like a staggering in-
crease until you do the
math. Spread over an
entire century, the av-
erage annual increase
is about 3.9 percent
per year—approxi-
mately equal to the
average annual rate of
inflation.

More  importantly,
today’'s  subscription
costs about 85 cents
a week, or roughly 12
cents a day.

Twelve cents.

That won't buy
much. Not a postage
stamp. It won't buy
a stick of gum or a
handful of jelly beans.
It won't buy a bottle
of water, a cup of cof-
fee, or even a plastic

Figure 1Tampa Nuggets Ready For Shipment

grocery bag in
some places.

It sure wont buy a
cigar at today’s prices.
And by the way, what
happened to Tampa
Nuggets? We will write
more about that later.
Cigars are no longer
manufactured in Ybor
City, Florida, they are
all imported at outra-
geous prices.

Yet twelve cents
a day supports
reporters who  often
attend and report on
city council meetings,
county commission
meetings, school
board meetings,
court proceedings, ball
games, festivals,
community events,
and community
celebrations. It helps
preserve local history,

publish important pub-
lic notices, recognize
student achievements,
celebrate  births and
anniversaries, and
remember neighbors
who have passed
away. And yes, we still
publish  local church
events when asked.

We don’t follow
fire trucks or police
cars these days, nor do
we report on who got
arrested last night. So-
cial media and TV sta-
tions enjoy that lane.
Every citizen with a
cellphone can report
what just happened
faster than a news
organization possibly
can. We choose to
focus on community
news and the preser-
vation of our commu-
nity story.

Still, some insist
that the reporting of
local news should be
free.

The internet has cre-
ated that expectation.
Search a topic, click a
link, scroll a headline,
and it feels like infor-
mation simply appears
out of thin air. But it
doesn't. Someone
paid to gather it, verify
it, edit it, photograph
it, and publish it. Good
journalism has never
been free to produce.
Only the bill has be-
come less visible.

Consider something
else most of us carry
every day.

An iPhone can eas-
ily cost $1,000 or
more before adding a
monthly wireless plan.
Over a typical three-
year ownership period,
the phone itself alone
costs about 90 cents
a day. Add the service
plan, and many people
spend $2 to $4 every
single day just to own
and use the device.

Most of us don't
think twice about that
expense.

Streaming televi-
sion? Another two
bucks or more each
day.

Coffee? Three to six
dollars.

Fast food? Can you
buy a meal for under
$10 these days ?

A soft drink from a
convenience  store?
Try to buy one for un-
der Two dollars.

Yet somehow, twelve
cents a day for a local
news organization that
watches over your lo-
cal government, re-
ports your child’s ac-
complishments, keeps
up with your commu-
nity, and records your
hometown’s history is
considered too expen-
sive by some of us.

Perhaps the better

question isn’t whether
community news is
worth twelve cents a
day.

Perhaps the ques-
tion is what happens
when communities de-
cide itisn’t.

Across America,
thousands of commu-
nity newspapers have
disappeared.  When
they do, government
receives less over-
sight, voter participa-
tion declines, rumors
replace verified report-
ing, and communities
slowly lose part of
their identity. Histori-
ans have called these
places “news deserts.”
Once they exist, re-
building them is re-
markably difficult.

No newspaper is
perfect. In fact, news
“papers” are rare in
the digital age but we
still use the term.

We make mistakes,
and we accept honest
criticism. But the val-
ue of local journalism
cannot be measured

only by the cost of pro-
duction. Its real value
lies in the information
citizens need to make
good decisions, hold
public officials ac-
countable, and remain
connected to one an-
other.

At the end of the day,
a newspaper subscrip-
tion costs less than
the loose change most
of us leave in the cup
holder of our car.

The real question is
not whether in-county
community news is af-
fordable.

The real question is
whether we can afford
to lose it.

If you read our news
each week, includ-
ing the free access
content that we make
available online with-
out a subscription, we
urge you to consider
becoming a subscrib-
er.

Join the subscribers
who believe that pre-
serving our community
history matters.

Brierfield, Alabama-—
Alabama agriculture
teachers, forestry pro-
fessionals, and work-
force development
leaders gathered June
23-24th at Brierfield
Ironworks  Historical
State Park for FOR-
ESTCAMP26, a two-
day professional de-
velopment workshop
designed to strength-
en forestry education
and prepare educators
to better support stu-
dent success in forest-
ry programs.

Sponsored by the
Alabama Association
of RC&D Councils,
the workshop brought

together  agriculture
teachers from across
Alabama  alongside

ForestryWorks® staff
and industry profes-
sionals for an immer-
sive learning experi-
ence focused on Ala-
bama's forest industry
and forestry career
pathways.

The workshop fea-
tured  presentations
from respected for-
estry and education
professionals, includ-
ing retired Bibb Coun-
ty agriculture teacher
Roger Brothers, La-
mar Dewberry of Dew-
berry Lands in Lin-
eville, Alabama, and
Monroeville  forester
Rick Dorrance. Draw-
ing on decades of
combined experience,
the speakers shared

practical knowledge
and real-world insights
into forest manage-
ment, forestry careers,
and industry best prac-
tices.

Throughout the two-
day event, participants
received hands-on
instruction  covering
each phase of FFA's
(Future Farmers of
America) Forestry
Career Development
Event, including tree
identification, compass
course, timber cruising
and estimating, timber
stand  improvement,
and equipment iden-
tification. The train-
ing was designed to
provide teachers with
practical  techniques
and resources they
can immediately im-
plement in their class-
rooms while preparing
students for forestry
competitions.

In addition to
technical instruction,
teachers had the
opportunity to obtain
the ForestryWorks
Forest Worker
program certification
or recertification. This
allows educators to
provide the industry
written and recognized
Forest Woker program
and certification
opportunity to high
school students.

FORESTCAMP26
reflects the continued
commitment of the
Alabama Association

of RC&D Councils,
Alabama Forestry
Foundation, and
ForestryWorks to
support agriculture
educators and

strengthen the pipeline
of skilled workers
entering  Alabama's
forest industry through
career education,
career promotion and
training.

About the Alabama
Association of RC&D
Councils

The Alabama
Association of RC&D

Councils is made
up of nine non-profit
Councils that depend
on the leadership,
abilities and unique
skills of the individuals
within the communities
they serve. The high
level of volunteer
commitment and
credibility has made
RC&D one of the most
successful delivery
systems in Alabama.

RC&D Councils
are dedicated
to conserving,
enhancing, and

developing Alabama’s

natural and human
resources, making
Alabama a Dbetter

place to live, work and
play.

A b o u t
ForestryWorks®

The Forest
Workforce Training
Institute is a 501(c)3
non-profit foundation
established in 2018
to develop a pipeline

of workers for the
forest industry.
ForestryWorks® IS
FWTI's workforce
development initiative
created to recruit a
sustainable supply
of qualified workers

for the forest industry
through forestry
education, career
promotion, and

training solutions.
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

A new chapter in
protecting one of Ala-
bama’s greatest natu-
ral treasures has be-
gun as Cahaba River-
keeper and Cahaba
River Society have
officially merged to
form the Cahaba River
Coalition, creating a
unified  organization
dedicated to preserv-
ing the Cahaba River
and its watershed for
generations to come.

The merger brings
together decades of

experience in con-
servation, education,
recreation, science,

and advocacy under
a single mission fo-
cused on protecting a
river that is recognized
around the world for its
extraordinary biodiver-
sity.

Flowing through the
heart of Bibb County,
the Cahaba River is
home to an incredible
variety of plants and
wildlife, making it one
of the most biologi-
cally diverse river sys-
tems in North America.
However, increasing
development,  pollu-

=]V | g
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tion, and more fre-
guent extreme weath-
er events continue to
pose challenges to its
long-term health.

As the newly formed
Cahaba River Coali-
tion, the organiza-
tion will be better po-
sitioned to respond
quickly to pollution
reports and citizen
concerns, expand en-
vironmental education
and stewardship pro-
grams throughout five
counties, partner with
local leaders to en-
courage sustainable
development, and in-
spire future genera-
tions to become life-
long advocates for the
river.

Already, the coalition
is celebrating an excit-
ing victory for conser-
vation in Bibb County.

The organization
recently  announced
the acquisition of 151
acres in Bibb County,
protecting additional
land connected to the
Cahaba  watershed.
Preserving land along
the river helps safe-
guard water quality,
provides habitat for
countless species,
and supports the over-

Be a hero.
Give Blood.

Join us at BMC Wellnhess Center
from 1:30PM-5:30PM for an

American Red Cross Blood Drive.
Every donation has the potential

to help save lives in our

communities.

Visit

www.RedCrossBlood.org/July
for more information

MAJOR NEWS
FOR THE CAHABA

all health of an eco-
system that benefits
communities through-
out central Alabama.
For Bibb County
residents, the Caha-
ba is far more than a
scenic destination. It
provides opportunities
for fishing, paddling,
recreation, wildlife ob-
servation, and the an-

Scan to schedule
your appointment.

July 23rd
IS YOUR CHILD BACK-T0-SCHOOL READY?

The first day of school will be here before
you know it! Make sure your child is ready

presented by:

Cahaba
River
Society

ca

nual blooming of the
world-famous Cahaba
lilies, which draw visi-
tors from across the
country each spring.
Protecting the river
today helps ensure
those experiences re-
main available for fu-
ture generations.

By combining their
resources and exper-

for a successful year with a Well Child
Visit at Bibb Medical Associates.

SCHEDULE TODAY <. 205-926-4694

A

RIVERKEEPER'

tise, the Cahaba River
Coalition hopes to am-
plify the impact of both
organizations while
continuing the work
that has made each
a respected steward
of Alabama’s longest
free-flowing river.

As conservation ef-
forts continue to gain
momentum, the recent

&

MONTH

SAFETY
AWARENESS

BE SUN SMART

Wear sunscreen and
protective clothing -
including sunglasses - to

merger and the protec-
tion of additional Bibb
County land serve as
encouraging remind-
ers that meaningful
progress is possible
when  organizations
and communities work
together for a common
cause.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CORNER

£

Seek shade
under a tree
or umbrella.

protect against UV rays.
And don't forget a hat!

STAY HYDRATED

Drink water throughout
the day to replace fluid
lost to sweat & heat.

1
3|

J CHECK
URGENT CARE b uv
NUR Watch for dizziness,
——-EEIE_EE'_“_E_ (4u] headache, nausea, The higher the
SPECIALTY CLINIC o heavy sweating, and UV Index, the
: fatigue—early signs of greater your
risk of sun

heat exhaustion.

BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

(205) 926-4881

WELLNESS CENTER

(205) 926-3360
285 Hospital Drive, Centreville, AL 35042

208 Pierson Avenue, Centreville, AL 35042
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