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Marking 250 Years of American Independence
The Fourth of July and the Significance of Our Nation’s Semiquincentennial

On July 4, 2026, 
communities across 
the United States will 
celebrate a milestone 
unlike any other in our 
lifetime: the 250th an-
niversary of American 
independence. Known 
as the semiquincen-
tennial, this occasion 
calls for both joyous 
festivity and thought-
ful reflection on the 
journey that began 
with a single docu-
ment in Philadelphia 
250 years ago. Here 
in Bibb County, as in 
small towns every-
where, the day will 
blend parades, pic-
nics, family reunions, 
and fireworks into a 
uniquely American ex-
pression of gratitude 
and unity.

The roots of the hol-
iday stretch back to 
the Revolutionary era. 
On July 2, 1776, the 
Continental Congress 
approved a resolution 
declaring the 13 col-
onies “free and inde-
pendent States.” Two 
days later, on July 4, 
the delegates adopt-
ed the Declaration of 
Independence, a pow-
erful statement drafted 
largely by Thomas Jef-
ferson that listed the 
colonies’ grievances 
against British rule and 
proclaimed the funda-
mental rights of indi-
viduals. Though John 
Adams believed July 2 
would be remembered 
as the great anniversa-
ry, public readings and 
celebrations quickly 
centered on the fourth. 
In those early years, 
the observances in-
cluded bell ringing, 
cannon fire, bonfires, 
militia parades, and 
early fireworks dis-
plays—rituals adapted 
from English traditions 
of honoring the mon-
arch but now turned to 
celebrating liberty and 
self-government. The 
first organized com-
memoration in Phil-
adelphia occurred in 
1777, and the tradition 
spread even as the 
war for independence 
continued.

Over time, the Fourth 
of July became a fixed 
star in the American 
calendar. Congress 
designated it a federal 

holiday in 1870, and 
by the 20th century 
it had grown into the 
quintessential summer 
holiday of barbecues, 
community gather-
ings, and dazzling 
nighttime displays. Yet 
beneath the festivities 
lies a deeper purpose. 
We celebrate because 
the Declaration and 
the Constitution that 
followed established a 
government account-
able to the people, 
protected individual 
liberties, and creat-
ed a framework flexi-
ble enough to endure 
civil war, economic 
upheaval, and pro-
found social change. 
The holiday reminds 
us that freedom is not 
free; it has been pre-
served by generations 
of service members, 
first responders, and 

ordinary citizens who 
answered the call to 
defend it.

The 250th anniver-
sary holds particular 
importance because 
it marks a full quar-
ter-millennium of the 
American experi-
ment. Two hundred 
fifty years may seem 
brief when measured 
against the sweep of 
human history. Civili-
zations such as China 
boast continuous cul-
tural traditions span-
ning more than four 
thousand years. An-
cient Egypt left monu-
ments that have stood 
for over four millennia. 
Greece and Rome 
shaped Western 
thought and law cen-
turies before America 
was conceived. Even 
among contemporary 

nation-states, many 
trace their modern 
founding to the 19th 
or 20th centuries fol-
lowing independence 
movements or the re-
drawing of maps after 
world wars. The Unit-
ed States, by contrast, 
is a young nation.

What we have built 
in those 250 years is 
extraordinary. From 
a collection of 13 col-
onies with a popu-
lation of about 2.5 
million, America has 
grown into a union of 
50 states and a glob-
al force for innova-
tion, opportunity, and 
democratic ideals. We 
have welcomed tens of 
millions of immigrants 
seeking a better life, 
expanded the mean-
ing of “all men are cre-
ated equal” through 

hard-fought struggles 
for civil rights, sent as-
tronauts to the moon, 
developed life-sav-
ing medical advanc-
es, built the world’s 
largest economy, and 
stood as a defender of 
freedom in two world 
wars and beyond. 
Our Constitution, the 
oldest written nation-
al constitution still in 
use today, has provid-
ed remarkable stabil-
ity while allowing for 
27 amendments that 
broadened rights and 
adapted to new reali-
ties. Official efforts led 
by the U.S. Semiquin-
centennial Commis-
sion and initiatives 
like America250 are 
encouraging citizens 
nationwide to engage 
in service projects, 
educational programs, 
and community events 

that honor our heritage 
while looking forward. 
The semiquincenten-
nial offers a rare mo-
ment to appreciate this 
record of resilience 
and to look ahead to 
the challenges and op-
portunities of the next 
250 years.

Across Bibb Coun-
ty and in communi-
ties like Centreville, 
the Fourth of July has 
long been a time when 
neighbors set aside 
differences to cele-
brate shared bless-
ings. Whether gather-
ing at local parks for 
music and food, lining 
the streets for pa-
rades that honor our 
veterans, or watching 
fireworks paint the 
sky, these gatherings 
strengthen the bonds 
that make small-town 
life special. It is also a 
time to recognize the 
contributions of local 
businesses, farms, 
and families who form 
the backbone of our 
community and em-
body the self-reliance 
and mutual support 
that have always been 
part of the Ameri-
can character. This 
year’s observance 
of the 250th anniver-
sary adds a layer of 
historical weight. It 
is a chance to share 
stories of our nation’s 
past with the next gen-
eration, to express 
thanks for the free-
doms we sometimes 
take for granted, and 
to renew our commit-
ment to the principles 
of liberty, justice, and 
civic responsibility that 
the founders entrusted 
to us.

As we prepare for 
this historic Fourth of 
July, let the celebra-
tions be more than 
spectacle. Let them be 
an affirmation that the 
American promise—
though imperfectly 
realized at times—re-
mains a beacon worth 
defending and improv-
ing. From the fields of 
Lexington and Con-
cord to the present day, 
the story of America is 
one of courage, inge-
nuity, and an enduring 
belief in human dignity. 
Happy 250th Birthday 
to the United States of 
America. May the light 
of liberty continue to 
shine brightly for gen-
erations to come.
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NEWS
Safe Firework Use: Protecting Nature, 

Homes This Independence Day
By Emma Greene
 
AUBURN UNIVER-

SITY, Ala. — Fire-
works are a festive 
addition to 4th of July 
celebrations, but they 
can cause several 
dangers. To avoid the 
risk of wildfire, be 
prepared this Inde-
pendence Day. The 
Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System of-
fers the following tips 
for safe firework use.

 
Safety Practices
 
The first safety fac-

tor to consider for fire-
work use is choosing 
the launch site. Since 
sparks and embers 
can travel, selecting a 
large, open area with 
little to no vegetation 
and substantial sepa-
ration from forests and 
structures is the safest 
approach. While there 
is no guaranteed safe 
distance for forests, 
woodlands, fields and 
grasslands, a good 
rule of thumb is to stay 
around 300 feet away 
when launching fire-
works. For structures 
such as homes and 
buildings, fireworks 
should be set no clos-
er than 150 feet.

 
Additionally, Andrea 

Robards, a forestry, 
wildlife and natural 
resources Extension 
agent at Auburn Uni-

versity, suggested us-
ing a leaf blower, rake 
or broom to clear the 
launch area of com-
bustible materials. A 
non-combustible sur-
face such as tile or 
concrete is ideal for 
the launch area.

 
“It is pretty amaz-

ing how quickly our 
ground fuels can dry 
out in the absence of 
rain,” Robards said. 
“Even after a period of 
heavy rain like we've 
been experiencing, 
the summer sun can 
dry out grass, leaves 
and other ground cov-
er quickly.”

 
For national forests, 

fireworks and explo-
sives, including ex-
plosive targets, are 
always prohibited as 
part of permanent fire 
safety regulations.

 
What to Do if a 

Fire Starts
 
If a fire starts, imme-

diately call 911, even 
if it is a small fire. Ro-
bards said to provide 
accurate information 
about the fire with the 
exact location. Before 
emergency respond-
ers arrive, consider 
anything that may re-
strict access to the 
area by opening gates 
or removing barriers to 
the property.

 
“Wildfires in pine 

straw, grasses and 
brush can spread 
quickly and may re-
ignite after appearing 
extinguished,” said 
Robards. “Early noti-
fication gives firefight-
ers the best chance to 
contain the fire before 
it threatens people, 
property or natural re-
sources.”

 
Using a garden 

hose, buckets of wa-
ter, a fire extinguisher 
or even dirt can help 

extinguish a small fire. 
Make sure to continue 
monitoring the area 
even after the fire is 
out. If fire begins to 
spread, evacuate the 
area and warn others 
nearby. Never attempt 
to relight a malfunc-
tioning firework, as 
this can cause unnec-
essary risk.

 
How Weather Af-

fects Fireworks
 
Windspeeds, humid-

ity, drought conditions 
and temperature can 
all have a significant 
impact on the safe fire-
work experience.

 
High winds can be 

one of the most dan-
gerous factors when 
using fireworks. They 
can carry sparks or 
burning debris and 
spread flames if a fire 
starts. Many municipal 
safety guidelines rec-
ommend avoiding fire-
works when sustained 
winds exceed 15 mph 
or when strong wind 
gusts are expected.

 
Additionally, low hu-

midity and drought 
conditions can leave 
vegetation extremely 
dry, allowing a small 
spark to quickly grow 
into a large flame. Ro-
bards said fire danger 
increases when rela-
tive humidity falls be-
low 30 percent. That 
danger increases even 
more when combined 
with wind.

 
“Many wildfires oc-

cur under drought con-
ditions because fuels 
ignite more readily and 
burn more intensely,” 
said Robards.

 
High temperatures 

can also accelerate 
the drying of vegeta-
tion and increase risk 
for fire. When all three 
conditions exist — 
high temperatures, 

low humidity and wind 
— the fire danger is 
the greatest.

 
The National Weath-

er Service issues red 
flag warnings and 
fire weather watches. 
These alerts indicate 
current conditions that 
are favorable for rapid 
wildfire growth. If these 
warnings or watches 
are in place, fireworks 
should be avoided.

 
Protecting Eco-

systems
 
After the celebra-

tion, it is important to 
clean up all fireworks. 
It is best to dispose of 
spent fireworks in a 
noncombustible con-
tainer, such as a metal 
trash can. Allow fire-
works to cool before 
handling and soak 
them in water prior to 
disposal. Inspect the 
surrounding area for 
smoldering debris.

 
“Proper disposal and 

post-event inspection 
can help prevent acci-
dental fires,” said Ro-
bards.

 
Without proper clean 

up, fireworks can leave 
behind paper, plas-
tic and metal debris, 
which can damage soil 
and waterways. Wild-
life can ingest or be-
come entangled in de-
bris, and contaminants 
can have a significant 
impact on aquatic 
systems and species. 
Cleaning up firework 
waste properly and 
promptly helps protect 
Alabama’s wildlife and 
wilderness.

 
More Informa-

tion
 
For more information 

about wildfires and 
safety practices, visit 
the forestry and wild-
life section on aces.
edu.
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy goes out 
to the family of Allen 
Tucker who passed 
away. A Celebration of 
Life was held on June 
29, 2026. Allen will be 
greatly missed by his 
family and friends.

Father’s Day guests 
of Larry & Vickie Spei-
ghts were children and 
grandchildren, Jim & 
Laura Blumenfeld and 
Lily; Casey and Stacy 
Brewer, Phoenix and 
Jonah. All enjoyed the 
delicious foods, fun, 
the pool and just being 
together on Father’s 
Day. 

Sarah Foster was 
honored with a sur-
prise birthday party 
on June 13, 2026 at 
the Eoline Fire Depart-
ment. 

Sincere sympathy 
is extended to the 
family of Sandra Bur-
nette, age 61, who 
passed away on Sun-
day, June 21, 2026. 
Services were held 
on Friday, June 26, 
2021 at Schultz Creek 
Baptist Church with 
burial in the adjoining 

cemetery. Sandra will 
be greatly missed by 
her family and many 
friends. 

Anniversary wishes 
go out to Bill and Dian 
McDonald who cel-
ebrated their wedding 
anniversary on June 
24, 2026.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several who 
have birthdays in 
June; Brooke Peak, 
Isaac Bigham, Mandy 
Suttle Nix, Lori Lynn, 
Kim Faith Watts. 

Sympathy goes out 
to the family of Betty 
Swindal Garner, age 
81, who passed away 
on Monday, June 
22, 2026. Services 
were held on Thurs-
day, June 25, 2026 at 
Rockco Funeral Home 
in Centreville. A pri-
vate graveside ser-
vice for family followed 
at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Swindal Family Cem-
etery. 

If you have news call 
it in at (205) 316-1181. 
Take care and God 
bless. 

BY CANDACE_________ _______ JOHNSON
REPORTER

BY SAVANNA LOGAN________________
REPORTER

Brent Elementary School Principal 
Retires After 37 Years 

Brent Elementary 
School will gain two 
new principals begin-
ning July 1. Current 
Principal Dr. Mechelle 
Hollifield will retire af-
ter serving 37 years 
as the school's princi-
pal. She reflected on 
her accomplishments 
and the legacy she 
hopes to leave be-
hind.

"I am most proud 
of helping create a 
school culture where 
students, staff and 
families feel val-
ued and supported. 
Watching our stu-
dents grow academi-
cally and personally 
has been the great-
est reward," Hollifield 
said.

The personnel 
changes, which in-
clude adding two prin-
cipals, are intended 
to improve instruction 
and better meet the 
needs of students. 
Hollifield said that 
while the change will 
be an adjustment, she 
believes it will benefit 

the school.
"This change cre-

ates an opportunity to 
provide more targeted 
support for both stu-
dents and teachers. 
As educational expec-
tations continue to in-
crease, having sepa-
rate leadership teams 
allows for greater at-
tention to curriculum, 
instruction, interven-
tion and student well-
being," Hollifield said.

When asked what 
advice she would of-
fer to the new ad-
ministrators, Hollifield 
said her success 
throughout her career 
came from always 
putting students first. 
She also said building 
strong relationships 
with faculty and staff 
is essential to creat-
ing meaningful and 
lasting changes.

"Listen carefully, 
lead with integrity and 
never underestimate 
the impact of encour-
agement and support. 
The greatest strength 
of a school is its peo-
ple, and investing in 
those relationships 

will make all the differ-
ence."

Although her retire-
ment is bittersweet, 
Hollifield said she is 
grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve as prin-
cipal and will cherish 
the memories she has 
made throughout her 
career.

"To our students, 
continue to work hard 
and believe in your-

selves. To our staff, 
thank you for your 
dedication and love 
for children. To our 
families, thank you 
for partnering with us 
in educating the next 
generation. The future 
is bright because of 
the people who make 
this community so 
special."

Bibb Medical Associates 
Encourages Families to 

“Grow With Us” During 
Rx for Summer Reading

Summer is the per-
fect time to nurture a 
child’s imagination, 
curiosity, and love of 
learning, and Bibb 
Medical Associates is 
inviting local families 
to do just that during its 
upcoming Rx for Sum-
mer Reading event.

On Tuesday, July 7, 
at 9 a.m., families are 
invited to the BMC 
Wellness Center for 
a special storytime 
led by Bibb Medical 
Associates provider 
Rebekah Sims. This 
year’s theme, “Grow 
With Us,” features the 
children’s book Lola 
Plants a Garden and 
celebrates the lifelong 
growth that begins 
with reading.

Designed to encour-
age children to learn, 

grow, and blossom 
through literacy, the 
event offers young 
readers and their fami-
lies a fun morning cen-
tered around books, 
learning, and imagi-
nation. Summer read-
ing plays an important 
role in helping children 
maintain and build lit-
eracy skills between 
school years, making 
storytimes like this 
both enjoyable and 
beneficial.

As families begin 
preparing for the up-
coming school year, 
Bibb Medical Associ-
ates is also encour-
aging parents to take 
advantage of the op-
portunity to schedule 
their children’s back-
to-school wellness 
checks. Annual well-
ness visits help en-
sure students begin 

the new school year 
healthy, confident, and 
ready to succeed both 
inside and outside the 
classroom.

The combination of 
promoting literacy and 
encouraging preven-
tive healthcare reflects 
Bibb Medical Associ-
ates’ ongoing commit-
ment to supporting the 
well-being of children 
and families through-
out the community.

Parents and caregiv-
ers are encouraged to 
bring their little ones for 
this special morning of 
reading, learning, and 
fun as Bibb Medical 
Associates celebrates 
the joy of books and 
reminds children that 
every great adventure 
begins with turning the 
page.
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Reflections From The Editor
Every week we see citizens coming to the 

Centreville Press office, looking for family his-
tory that is not documented elsewhere and not 
discoverable by a modern google search. They 
walk through our doors to search through our 
preserved archives. They look for a family wed-
ding or birth announcement, an obituary, an ar-
ticle about their ancestors, or even a photograph 
of old businesses, sports teams, or a parade 
down our main street. They are not looking for 
old news, they are looking for their family’s his-
tory. News lasts a day, memories last for gen-
erations.

Tomorrow we celebrate the birth of our Nation 
250 years ago. What better holiday than this to 
reflect upon our nation’s history, the history of 
Bibb County, and our own generational history. 
The history we have only read about plus the 
history we have lived and personally experi-
enced.

We learned about our country’s history, the 
patriots, the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution from the prolific and earnest writ-
ers who preserved it.  They wrote it down. They 
published it.

You learned about George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, and all of the patriots who 
gathered in Philadelphia to birth a nation dur-
ing your primary education and formative years. 
You learned about it because it was carefully 
and historically archived for the generations to 
come.

My Hobson ancestors arrived in Bibb County, 
Alabama, settling as early as 1800. This writer 
arrived in 1945. We have deep generational 
roots in Bibb County.

That eventful 1945 year recorded the ending 
of a World War, the return to Bibb County of our 
surviving father’s and veterans, and the death 
of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Warm 
Springs, GA where Roosevelt drew his last 
breath is only a few hours drive from our Bibb 
County home.

Our baby boomer generation grew up; we lived 
with eight decades of Bibb County and American 
history. All of our history, including the unspeak-
able, the grotesque and the glorious. Our history 
has been written, witnessed, and lived.

Much of that important community history we 
witnessed was first documented and has been 
preserved in the archives of the Centreville 
Press. We can learn about the Indian Nations 
that preceeded us here. We can study the land 

grants that led to the settlement of the territory. 
We can read about the great fire that destroyed 
much of the Centreville business district in the 
early 1900’s. We read about the birth and even-
tual demise of the great lumber industry that 
existed here for most of the 20th Century. We 
were present to witness the destructive fires that 
destroyed Alexander Consolidated school, our 
magnificent high school building and its gymna-
sium. We remember the recorded murder of a 
beloved town pharmacist. We know more than 
we should about the illegal liquor industry in our 
county back in the day. We saw the tornadic 
destruction of the Town of Brent in 1973 along 
with the loss of many important lives. The list of 
important events can be longer than the writing 
space we have when we look back.

The baby boomers enjoyed the best life had to 
offer for our generation. A safe, uncomplicated, 
and carefree lifestyle. At least, that is how we 
choose to remember it. And then came the long 
march into adulthood and responsibility. Our his-
tory marched along with it.

In our youth we can only read about our his-
tory. After all it is only history and not often re-
memberable in our immaturity.

When one passes the age of eighty years we 
vividly remember and treasure every minute of 
it. History transforms into an invaluable personal 
asset that we can hope to pass on to our descen-
dants. When we are young, history is something 
we studied in school. When we are old enough, 
history becomes something we remember.

Preserving our community history rises to the 
top of my list as the most important responsibil-
ity of a rural community media editor. Two hun-
dred and fifty years from now, someone may 
walk into a library, museum, or newspaper office 
looking for the story of Bibb County in 2026.

They'll want to know who we were.
How we lived.
What we celebrated.
What we believed.
What kind of neighbors we tried to be.
They won't be looking for yesterday's news.
They'll be looking for our story.
The question is not whether our story deserves 

to be remembered.
The question is whether someone was there 

to write it down.
Happy 250th Birthday, America.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“Have Thine Own Way, Lord ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Some of the most enduring 
hymns were born not from mo-
ments of triumph, but from seasons 
of disappointment. “Have Thine 
Own Way, Lord” is one such hymn, 
reminding believers that even when 
life doesn’t unfold according to our 
plans, God is still at work.

Written in 1907 by Adelaide A. 
Pollard with music composed by 
George C. Stebbins, the hymn has 
become a timeless prayer of sur-
render. Its familiar opening words, 
“Thou art the Potter; I am the clay,” 
paint a powerful picture of trusting 
God to shape a life according to His 
purpose.

The story behind the hymn begins 
with Pollard’s dream of becoming 
a missionary to Africa. Convinced 
that God had called her to serve 
there, she had made preparations 
to leave. However, when the nec-
essary financial support could not 
be raised, her plans came to an un-
expected halt. The disappointment 
weighed heavily on her heart.

While attending a prayer meet-
ing, Pollard struggled beneath 
the burden of her circumstances. 
During the service, she recalled a 
simple prayer often spoken by an 
elderly woman she knew: “It’s all 

right, Lord! It doesn’t matter what 
You bring into our lives; just have 
Your own way with us.”

Those words changed every-
thing.

In that moment, Pollard’s discour-
agement gave way to peace as 
she surrendered her own plans to 
God’s will. Out of that experience 
came the words that would become 
one of Christianity’s most beloved 
hymns:

“Have Thine own way, Lord, Have 
Thine own way;

Thou art the Potter; I am the clay.”
Rather than focusing on un-

answered prayers or unfulfilled 
dreams, the hymn expresses a 
willingness to trust God complete-
ly. Each verse asks Him to mold, 
search, heal, and fill the believer, 
reflecting a heart that has chosen 
surrender over striving.

More than a century after it was 
written, “Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord” continues to encourage 
Christians facing uncertainty. Born 
from one woman’s disappointment, 
its message remains a comforting 
reminder that even when life takes 
an unexpected turn, there is peace 
in placing our lives into the hands of 
the Master Potter.

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

Bethlehem Global Methodist 
Church in Heiberger is celebrat-
ing Homecoming this year on July 
12th, 2026. Pastor Tim Craddock 
will be leading the service begin-
ning at 11:00 AM. Following the 
service we will have lunch and 
fellowship with everyone in the 
fellowship hall.

If you are unable to attend and 
would like to make a donation to 
the cemetery fund, you can mail 
a check payable to  Bethlehem 
Methodist Church to Mrs. Ada 
Jean Holifield, 1971 Jerico Rd., 
Marion, Al. 36756

HOMECOMING 2026
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 

1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call 
Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 
ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-

tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - 
the same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and acti-
vation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-877-651-
8016

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 

your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.denta l50p lus .
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 

FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  

   
 



Becoming a parent 
is one of life’s great-
est adventures, but it 
also comes with plen-
ty of questions. This 
summer, the Alabama 
Cooperative Exten-
sion System and Bibb 
Family Connections 
are helping families 
navigate that journey 
by offering a series of 
educational programs 
designed specifically 
for new and expecting 
parents.

The free programs 
will be held every 
Thursday from 10 to 
11 a.m. at Family Con-
nections, located at 
48 University Way in 
Brent, and will cover a 
variety of topics aimed 
at supporting healthy 
children, strong fami-
lies, and confident par-
ents.

The series began on 
June 11 with the Com-
munity Baby Shower, 
followed by weekly 
sessions covering 

practical and timely 
topics throughout the 
summer. 

Parents will also 
have opportunities 
to learn about rais-
ing healthy children 
through sessions such 
as Growing Healthy 
Kids, Keeping Kids 
Safe, Early Childhood 
Milestones, and Active 
Kids, with the August 
13 program encour-
aging families to bring 
their children along.

Additional topics in-
clude Building Strong 
Families, Safe Sleep, 
Mental Health for 
Moms, and Saving 
and Budgeting for the 
Future, providing re-
sources that extend 
beyond early child-
hood and into overall 
family well-being.

Parenting doesn’t 
come with an instruc-
tion manual, but hav-
ing access to trusted 
information and a 
supportive community 
can make all the dif-
ference. These weekly 
programs offer local 

families an opportu-
nity to learn practical 
skills, ask questions, 
and connect with oth-
ers who are walking 
similar paths.

Whether someone is 
preparing to welcome 
their first child or look-
ing for guidance while 
raising a growing fam-
ily, the educational se-
ries offers valuable re-
sources in a welcom-
ing environment.

For more informa-
tion or to request rea-
sonable accommo-
dations or language 
access services, con-
tact Michelle Giddens 
at 205-926-4310 or 
mcg0046@auburn.
edu.

Families through-
out Bibb County are 
encouraged to take 
advantage of this op-
portunity to invest in 
themselves and their 
children through a 
summer of learning, 
encouragement, and 
community connec-
tion.

In rural communi-
ties like Bibb County, 
first responders never 
know what type of 
emergency awaits 
them. While many 
calls involve acci-
dents, medical emer-
gencies, or fires, oth-
ers require respond-
ing to encounters with 
Alabama’s native ven-
omous snakes. That’s 
why specialized train-
ing is an important part 
of keeping both emer-
gency personnel and 
the public safe.

Recently, first re-
sponders gathered 
at the UWA Cahaba 
Biodiversity Center for 
a Venomous Snake 
Training designed 
to provide practi-
cal knowledge about 
identifying Alabama’s 
venomous snakes, 
safely handling snake-
related situations, and 
separating facts from 
long-held myths.

The program was led 
by Jimmy Stiles and 
Raymond Corey, with 
assistance from Dylan 
Taylor, Extension 
Agent for Tuscaloosa 
County. Throughout 
the training, partici-
pants learned not only 
how to respond safely 
during snake encoun-
ters, but also gained 
a greater appreciation 
for the important role 
snakes play in Ala-
bama’s ecosystems.

“There is a wide-
spread fear of snakes 
in Alabama, and even 
the folks who get called 
to handle snake relat-
ed issues often lack a 
good knowledge base 
or experience in han-
dling these encoun-
ters,” Taylor said. “We 
like to run these train-
ing programs to give 

people a chance to 
overcome their fears 
and gain some expe-
rience, so that when 
they do need to deal 
with a snake situation 
they know what to do. 
It helps keep people 
safe and improves 
perception of the ani-
mals.”

One of the biggest 
misconceptions about 
snakes is that they 
are naturally aggres-
sive toward people. In 
reality, most snakes 
would much rather 
avoid human interac-
tion altogether. Their 
first instinct is typi-
cally to retreat or re-
main hidden, relying 
on camouflage rather 
than confrontation. 
Venomous snakes are 
no different. They gen-
erally strike only when 
they feel cornered, 
threatened, or are ac-
cidentally stepped on 
or handled. Defen-
sive bites are a last 
resort, not a first re-
sponse. Understand-
ing this behavior is 
an important part of 
staying safe outdoors. 
Giving snakes plen-
ty of space, watch-
ing where you step 
or place your hands, 
and allowing them an 
escape route can pre-
vent the vast majority 
of negative encoun-
ters. Education like 
this helps replace fear 
with awareness, allow-
ing people to respond 
calmly and appropri-
ately while respecting 
these often misunder-
stood animals.

While snakes often 
have an unfair repu-
tation, they serve an 
important purpose 
in nature by helping 
control rodent popula-
tions and maintaining 
a healthy ecological 

balance. Whether they 
inspire fascination or 
fear, they remain an 
important part of God’s 
creation, each serving 
a unique role within 
the natural world. Pro-
tecting wildlife and 
protecting people are 
not mutually exclusive 
goals. By better under-
standing snake behav-
ior, communities can 
reduce unnecessary 
harm to both humans 
and animals while fos-
tering greater respect 
for Alabama’s diverse 
ecosystems.

For first responders, 
understanding snake 
behavior can make all 
the difference during 
an emergency. Proper 
training helps ensure 
safer outcomes for 
emergency personnel, 
residents, and even 
the animals them-
selves by encouraging 
informed, responsible 
responses rather than 
fear-driven reactions.

The event also re-
flected the strong com-
munity partnerships 
that make programs 
like this possible. 
Jack’s in Montevallo 
donated coffee for 
those attending the 
training, helping sup-
port the day’s educa-
tional efforts.

By investing in con-
tinuing education, lo-
cal first responders 
are better prepared for 
the unique challenges 
that come with serv-
ing rural communi-
ties. At the same time, 
trainings like this help 
replace misconcep-
tions with understand-
ing, reminding us that 
knowledge is often the 
best tool for both pub-
lic safety and conser-
vation.
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and Expecting Parents
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West Blocton Invites Community to Celebrate 
Independence Day with Evening of Entertainment

The Town of West 
Blocton is preparing 
to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day with an 
evening packed full 
of live music, patri-
otic tributes, family 
fun, and a spectacu-
lar fireworks display, 
inviting residents and 
visitors alike to gather 
together for one of the 
community’s favorite 
annual traditions.

The celebration will 
kick off at 4 p.m. with 
a welcome from May-
or Sims, followed by 
the opening prayer. 
Guests will also have 
the opportunity to hear 
from Miss Cahaba Lily 
Emily Carden and her 
sister queens as the 
festivities begin.

Live entertainment 
will fill the evening, 
starting with Chris 
Samson from 4:15 to 
4:45 p.m. The celebra-
tion continues with a 
performance by Every-
day Americans from 5 
to 5:45 p.m., followed 
by a special Veterans 
Recognition ceremony 
from 6 to 6:30 p.m., 
honoring the men 
and women who have 
faithfully served the 
nation.

Music returns to the 
stage from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. with the Ja-
son Miller Band, be-
fore country artist Glen 
Templeton takes the 
stage from 7:30 until 9 
p.m., bringing the eve-
ning’s entertainment to 
a close.

As the sun sets, the 
celebration will con-
clude with a fireworks 
show beginning at 9 
p.m., lighting up the 
West Blocton sky in 
honor of Indepen-
dence Day.

The annual Fourth 
of July celebration has 
long been a time for 
neighbors, families, 
and friends to come 
together to celebrate 
both the nation’s free-
dom and the close-knit 
spirit that defines West 
Blocton. With a full 
lineup of music, patri-
otic recognition, and 
fireworks, this year’s 
event promises some-
thing for every mem-
ber of the family.

Community mem-
bers are encouraged to 
make plans to attend, 
bring a lawn chair, and 
enjoy an evening of 
fellowship, entertain-
ment, and hometown 
pride as West Blocton 
celebrates America’s 
birthday together.
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