
The Woodstock 
Community Library re-
cently received a sig-
nificant boost thanks 
to the efforts of State 
Senator April Weav-
er, who secured a 
$10,000 grant to sup-
port the library and its 
ongoing mission to 
serve the community.

On behalf of May-
or Jeff Dodson, the 
Woodstock Town 
Council, and the 
Woodstock Commu-
nity Library Board of 
Directors, communi-
ty leaders expressed 
their appreciation for 
Senator Weaver’s 
continued support and 
investment in the li-
brary.

As a small rural li-
brary, funding opportu-
nities like this can have 
a meaningful impact. 
Library officials noted 
that the grant will help 

expand resources 
and improve services 
available to local res-
idents. Planned uses 
for the funding include 
growing the library’s 
collection, with a par-
ticular focus on adding 
more children’s books, 
as well as strengthen-
ing access to digital 
resources through ser-
vices such as Libby, 
which allows patrons 
to borrow eBooks and 
audiobooks from their 
devices.

The grant will also 
support future pro-
gramming by provid-
ing supplies for up-
coming crafting events 
and other community 
activities hosted by the 
library.

Libraries have long 
served as important 
centers for learning, lit-
eracy, and community 
connection, especially 
in rural areas where 
access to educational 
and cultural resources 

can be more limited. 
Investments such as 
this one help ensure 
that local libraries can 
continue evolving to 
meet the needs of pa-
trons of all ages while 
offering both traditional 
and modern services.

Library represen-
tatives shared their 
gratitude to Senator 
Weaver for her faithful 
support of the Wood-
stock Community Li-
brary and the people it 
serves. They empha-
sized that the grant 
is an investment not 
only in books and pro-
grams, but also in the 
community itself.

Through partner-
ships, community sup-
port, and investments 
like this grant, the 
Woodstock Communi-
ty Library continues to 
provide opportunities 
for learning, creativi-
ty, and connection for 
residents throughout 
the area.

The moment many 
have been waiting for 
is almost here. The 
annual Celebration 
on the Green will take 
place July 11 from 5 to 
9 p.m. at the Bibb Med-
ical Center Recreation 
Fields. Admission is 
free, and attendees 
can enjoy a variety of 
food vendors and ac-
tivities throughout the 
evening. All proceeds 
from the event will 
benefit the Brent-Cen-
treville Public Library. 

To help kick off 
America's 250th an-
niversary celebration, 
the event will feature 
a presentation of the 
colors, the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the 
national anthem. Chil-
dren can also enjoy 
patriotic-themed rides 
and attractions deco-
rated in red, white, and 
blue. Local businesses 

are encouraged to par-
ticipate as well, with a 
prize awarded to the 
business that displays 
the most American 
pride.

With so many activ-
ities planned, families 
can use the event map 
to help navigate the 
grounds. Organizers 
say the celebration 
would not be possible 
without the support of 
countless volunteers 
and sponsors, includ-
ing the Bibb Coun-
ty Career Academy, 
Burke's Mechanical 
and NAPA Auto Parts.

As night falls around 
9 p.m., guests are en-
couraged to bring lawn 
chairs and enjoy the 
fireworks display light-
ing up the night sky. 

For those wanting 
to be a vendor, reg-
istration closes on 
July 10th. Information 
can be found on the 
Brent-Centrevi l le ’s 
Public Library.
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Celebration on the Green 2026: 
Entertainment, Patriotism, and 

Community Spirit

Community Invited to Send Off North Bibb 12U 
All-Stars on Their World Series Journey

There are few things 
that bring a small com-
munity together quite 
like watching its young 
athletes achieve 
something extraordi-
nary. The North Bibb 
12U All-Stars have 
done just that, and the 
community is invited 
to come together to 
celebrate their hard 
work, dedication, and 
exciting journey to the 
World Series.

A World Series 
Send-Off Party will be 
held on Sunday, July 
5 at 5 p.m. at Blocton 
Sports Grill. The event 
will give family, friends, 
neighbors, and sup-
porters the opportunity 
to rally around these 
young players before 
they head off to com-
pete on one of youth 
baseball’s biggest 

stages.
The North Bibb 

All-Stars have spent 
countless hours prac-
ticing, competing, and 
working toward this 
moment. Through their 
determination, team-
work, and sportsman-
ship, they have repre-
sented the North Bibb 
community with pride 
and have given every-
one a reason to cele-
brate.

The send-off will not 
only recognize the 
accomplishments of 
the players but also 
highlight the spirit of a 
community that always 
shows up for its own. 
In small towns, victo-
ries are shared by ev-
eryone: from the play-
ers and coaches to the 
parents, volunteers, 
and supporters who 
have stood behind the 
team every step of the 

way.
Community mem-

bers are encouraged 
to attend, enjoy an 
evening of fellowship, 
and help give the team 
a good farewell before 
they take the field at 
the World Series.

Donations will also 
be accepted during 
the event to help off-
set food and travel 
expenses as the team 
prepares for this in-
credible opportunity. 
Every contribution, no 
matter the size, will 
help support these 
hardworking young 
athletes and their fam-
ilies.

Everyone is encour-
aged to come out, 
share their support, 
and show these boys 
just how proud North 
Bibb is of all they have 
accomplished.

Go North Bibb!

Woodstock Community Library 
Receives $10,000 Grant to 

Support Growth and Services
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Debunking Watermelon Myths: What Really 
Matters for Choosing a Sweet Melon

By Emma Greene

AUBURN UNIVERSI-
TY, Ala. — For Southern-
ers, watermelon wisdom 
is passed down through 
generations. While some 
suggestions for picking 
the perfect melon are 
rooted in fact, others are 
just old wives’ tales. Ex-
perts with the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
System can help con-
sumers decipher the 
difference so they can 
always pick a good wa-
termelon, making for the 
perfect sweet treat this 
summer.

 
Defining a Good 

Watermelon
 
Good watermelon pro-

duction begins with farm-
ers providing great care 
to ensure a successful 
harvest. Chip East, a 
commercial horticulture 
agent with Alabama Ex-
tension at Auburn Uni-
versity, said farmers ac-
complish this through 
soil testing, proper fer-
tilization and picking the 
melons at the appropri-
ate time.

 
“Harvesting at the right 

state of maturity and 
keeping it in a cool place 
out of the sun ensures 
quality,” East said. “A 
farmer may define good 
watermelons by disease 
resistance, productivity 
or their size.”

 
For consumers, size, 

rind thickness and 
amount of sugar often 
define a melon’s quality. 
When it comes to taste, 
East said, a watermelon 
should be at least 10 
percent sugar. Some 
watermelon varieties 
can reach sugar content 
as high as 14 percent. 
While this can be mea-
sured with different tools, 
East said nothing can 
replace taste-testing wa-
termelons, as sweetness 
can be a personal prefer-
ence.

 
Overall, ripe watermel-

ons make good water-
melons. Knowledge of 
the harvest date can help 
determine maturity, but 
consumers often do not 
have that option. Without 

the ability to taste before 
purchasing, consumers 
have developed numer-
ous methods of select-
ing this summer fruit. 
However, many of these 
methods are based on 
myths because they rely 
on physical character-
istics that are not actu-
ally reliable indicators 
of sweetness. Instead, 
these traits reflect differ-
ences in watermelon va-
rieties.

 
Watermelon Myths 

and Facts
 
Myth: Thumping or 

knocking on a watermel-
on can determine if it is 
sweet.

Fact: Thumping or 
knocking on a water-

melon showcases rind 
thickness. Some smaller 
watermelons will sound 
dense, while bigger wa-
termelons might sound 
more hollow because of 
the thickness of the rind. 
This is determined by 
the variety of the water-
melon.

 
Myth: Stripes on mel-

ons help to determine 
sweetness.

Fact: The stripes on 
a watermelon are also 
based on the variety. 
While some varieties are 
slightly sweeter than oth-
ers, the stripe thickness 
has nothing to do with 
the amount of sugar in 
the melon.

 
Myth: Presence of a 

spot on the bloom end 
of the melon indicates 
sweetness.

Fact: This does not 
help to determine the 
sweetness but is also an 
indicator of the variety of 
watermelon.

 
What Really Works
 
To know if a watermel-

on is ripe, East suggest-
ed looking at the belly, 
also known as the field 
spot, which is where the 

melon was resting on the 
ground.

 
“You’re looking for a 

yellowish, creamy color 
on the belly to tell you if 
it’s ripe,” East said. “If the 
melon’s belly is green or 
really white, it might not 
be ready yet.”

 
Additionally, consum-

ers can determine a wa-
termelon’s ripeness by 
asking farmers at a local 
farmers market or farm 
stand. Extension home 
horticulture or commer-
cial horticulture agents 
can also answer ques-
tions about different vari-
eties of watermelon and 
which ones are sweeter 
to help pick a good wa-
termelon.

More Information
 
More information 

about watermelon va-
rieties and producing a 
successful watermelon 
can be found in East’s 
Extension Brief, “Consid-
erations for Successful 
Watermelon Production.” 
This publication and oth-
er relevant information 
can be accessed on the 
Alabama Extension web-
site at aces.edu.

City of Vance 
Celebrates 4th 
of July at the 

Ballpark

As the nation prepares 
to celebrate America's 
250th anniversary, the 
City of Vance is hosting 
a celebration of its own. 
The event will feature 
arts and crafts, a pet-
ting zoo, and a veterans 
recognition ceremony. 
The festivities begin 
on July 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Vance Ballpark. At-
tendees can also enjoy 
a family-friendly movie, 
as "National Treasure" 
will be shown during the 
event. Free food, includ-
ing hot dogs, drinks, ice 
cream, and popcorn, will 
be available. Although 
summer break is still un-
derway, children will be 
heading back to school 
soon, so free school 
supplies will also be dis-
tributed. Organizers en-
courage families to come 
out for an evening of fun, 
food, and community 
celebration.
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WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date: May 18, 2026

Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Celebration On The 
Green will be held this 
year on July 11, 2026 
at 5:00 p.m. on Hospital 
Drive, celebrating 250 
years. 

Recently on Friday 
night Charlotte Lovelady 
West and Guy enjoyed 
dinner at Ruffy’s in Stan-
ton. It was so scrump-
tious as always. 

Birthday wishes go 
out to several who have 
birthdays in June: Gabby 
McDonald Sarah Fos-
ter, Michael Little, Carol 
J. Belcher, Karin Caffee 
Maas, Andrew Maas, 
Jennifer Burkes Phillips, 
Quack Lawrence, Nancy 
Newman, Logan Pipher, 
Linda Greer Snider. 

One Church Bibb was 
among the ones having 
Vacation Bible School, 
also Brent Baptist 
Church recently.

Ashby Baptist Church 
recently on Wednesday 
had movie night at 6:00 
p.m. with food, friends 
and a great movie.

Anniversary wishes go 
out to Tommy and Mela-
nie Worrell who recently 
celebrated their 30th An-
niversary.

If you have news call 
it in at (205) 316-1181. 
Take care and God 
bless. 

Spring 2026 
Graduates 
Announced
at UA
TUSCALOOSA, AL (06/23/2026)-- Some 7,000 
degrees were awarded during The University of 
Alabama’s spring 2026 commencement at Coleman 
Coliseum in May 2026. The University provides nu-
merous opportunities for service and growth through 
its educational, social and cultural experiences. 

Local graduates include: 

Jasmine Bell of Brent received a Master of Social 
Work.
Eden Dudley of West Blocton received a Bachelor 
of Arts.
Caleb Fancher of West Blocton received a Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering.
Shana Gibbs of Centreville received a Master of Sci-
ence.
Randenn Hannah of Centreville received a Bachelor 
of Science in Computer Science.
Jeiden Isaac of Centreville received a Bachelor of 
Arts.
Sydney Jason of West Blocton received a Master of 
Library & Information Studies.
Lillian Johnson of Woodstock received a Bachelor of 
Arts.
Andrew Lawley of Woodstock received a Bachelor 
of Science in Construction Engineering.
Mia Misch of Centreville received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence.
Patrick Perry of Woodstock received a Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & Business Administration.
John Richardson of Brent received a Bachelor of 
Science in Electrical Engineering. 

The University of Alabama, part of The University 
of Alabama System, is the state’s flagship univer-
sity. UA shapes a better world through its teaching, 
research and service. With a global reputation for 
excellence, UA provides a forward-thinking environ-
ment and over 200 degree programs on a beautiful, 
student-centered campus. A leader in cutting-edge 
research, UA advances discovery, creative inquiry 
and knowledge through more than 30 research 
centers. As the state’s largest higher education 
institution, UA drives economic growth in Alabama 
and beyond.

Town of West Blocton 
Minutes of Regular 
Meeting 
Monday, May 18, 2026

The Town Council of the 
Town of West Blocton, 
Alabama met in a 
Regular Council Meeting 
at the Municipal Build-
ing on Monday May 
18, 2026, at 7:00pm. 
A quorum being pres-
ent, Mayor Daniel Sims 
called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 pm. Prayer 
was led by Eloise Ward 
and Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Glenn John-
sn. Roll Call was called 
by Brandy Fancher, 
Town Clerk.
Present: Eloise Ward, 
Glenn Johnson, Stepha-
nie Brasher, Blane Sher-
ron, Kristen Nash

Mayors Notes:

1. Old Timers Ball gwne 
and Fish Fry went very 
well. There was a large 
crowd that varied from 
Little League ages to the 
Old
Timers.

2. Cahaba Lily Festival 
was this past Saturday. 
There were over 2,000 
people that visited 
the river. Having the 
aquarium and being 
able to see some of the 
animals from the Ca-
haba seemed to be a 
big hit. The Cahaba Lily 
Queens visited the river 
and the presentation at 
the Lily Center. Mayor 
Sims wanted to recog-
nize the outstanding 
job that Emily Carden 
has done since being 
crowned Miss Cahaba 
Lily. She has a lot of 
pride, and we look fon-
vard to seeing what she 
accomplishes this year. 
The evening ended with 
a concert that was put 
on by the Webb-Tigert 
Ukulele Duo that was 
very entertaining.

3. The West Blocton 
Senior Center has been 
approved to receive 
the Hot Meals for our 
seniors.

4. Mayor Sims encour-
ages everyone to get out 
and vote tomorrow.

5. Molly Nelson has 
started as our new water 
clerk.

Addendum to Agenda

Council member Kristen 
Nash made the motion 
to approve addendum 
to agenda and add Pole 
Barn, Police Confer-
ence, Flags for Main 
Street and High School 
Sponsorship. Motion 
was seconded by Coun-
cil member Stephanie 
Brasher. All in favor and 
motion so carried.

Procurement of Profes-
sional Services
Roll Call Vote was used 
to accept the Statement 
of Qualifications from 
The Kelley Group and 
accept them as our engi-
neering firm. The Kelley 
Group was the only 
qualification submitted.

Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Pavilion Town Park-Con-
crete Work $9 922
Roll Call Vote was 
used to Pay Lance 
Graff $9,922.00 for the 
pavilion concrete work. 
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash Yes-5 
No-0

G&H Building Supply
Roll Call Vote was used 
to pay G&H Building 
Supply $10311.48 for 
the material to build the 
Pavilion at Town Park. 
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Alex Aguilar Construc-
tion
Roll Call Vote was used 
to pay Alex Aguilar Con-
struction $8,000 to build 
the pavilion at Town 
Park. Yes- Eloise Ward, 
Glenn Johnson, Stepha-
nie Brasher, Blane Sher-
ron and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Use of Coffee Shop at 
Library
Roll Call Vote was used 
to allow the use of the 
kitchen area in the West 
Blocton Public Library as 
a coffee shop Yes- Elo-
ise Ward, Glenn John-
son, Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron and 
Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Budget to purchase 

a Lift for the Town at 
$8.000-$20.000
Roll Call Vote was 
used to give a budget 
of $8,000-$20,000 to 
purchase a Lift for the 
Water 
Dept. 

Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, and Kristen 
Nash 
No-Blane Sherron Yes-4 
No-I
 
24x30 Metal Building 
and Concrete
Roll Call Vote was used 
to pay $12,500 for metal 
building and concrete 
woik at the water dept. 
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

2026 West Blocton Wa-
ter CCR Report by Vickv 
Rickman

Council member Blane 
Sherron made the mo-
tion to accept the 2026 
West Blocton Water 
CCR Report. Motion 
was seconded by Coun-
cil
member Eloise Ward. All 
in favor and motion so 
carried.
Coke Oven Lawn Se-
JVice
Council member Steph-
anie Brasher made the 
motion to pay B3 Hold-
ers Lawn Care $450 for 
lawn service at the Coke 
Oven Park. Motion was 
seconded by Council 
member Kristen Nash. 
All in favor and motion 
so carried.

G&C Supplv $5,625.13
Roll Call Vote was 
used to approve pay-
ing $5,625.13 to G&C 
Supply for Street Signs. 
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash Yes-5 
No-0

Summertime Metals 
$13.619
Roll Call Vote was 
used to approve paying 
$13,619 to Summertime 
Metal for a40’x60’xl4’ 
Pole Barn for the Water 
Dept Yes- Eloise Ward, 
Glenn Johnson, Stepha-
nie Brasher, Blane Sher-
ron and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Chief Summer Confer-

ence $1650
Roll Call Vote was used 
to approve $1650 for 
Chief Hicks to attend the 
Chief Summer Confer-
ence.
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

American Flags for Town
Council member Kristen 
Nash made the motion 
to approve $130.00 for 
American Flags to be 
placed in Town. Motion 
was seconded by
Council member Glenn 
Johnson. All in favor and 
motion so carried.

West Blocton High 
School Sponsorship
Roll Call Vote was used 
to approve $1500.00 for 
WBHS Sponsorship.
Yes- Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sherron 
and Kristen Nash
Yes-5 No-0

Previous Council Meet-
ing Minutes 4-20-2026
Council member Blane 
Sherron made the mo-
tion to approve the pre-
vious Council Meeting 
Minutes for 4-20-2026. 
Motion was seconded by 
Council member Eloise 
Ward. All in favor and 
motion so carried.

District Reports:

District 1 - No Report 
District 2 - Council m 
District 3 - No Report.
District 4 --Council 
member Blane Sher-
ron asked for update on 
Library and Mayor Sims 
stated we are at a pause 
due to requirements 
asked from Health Dept 
to move forward with the 
coffee shop. Mr. Sher-
ron asked for update on 
Police Dept. Mayor Sims 
stated we are really 
close and now ready to 
start some of the moving 
of equipment and books.
District 5 - No Report
 Citizens to Speak - 
None
There being no further 
business to come before 
the Town Council at this 
time, Council Member 
Glenn Johnson made 
the motion to adjourn 
the meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Coun-
cil Member Eloise Ward. 
All in favor and motion 
so carried.
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List of Primary Drinking Water Contaminants 
Contaminant Level Detected 

Well 4;5;6 
Unit of 
Meas-
ure 

MCL/
MRDL 

Bacteriological Contaminants 
Total Coliform Bacteria  ND n/a <5%  

Turbidity 0.37;0.31;0.50 NTU TT 

Fecal Coliform/ E coli  ND n/a 0 

Fecal Indicators 
(enterococci/coliphage)  

ND n/a TT 

Radiological Contaminants 
Beta/photon emitters NR mrem/

year 
4 

Alpha emitters 0.965±1.24; 
-0.419±0.895; 2.51±1.76

pCi/l 15 

Combined radium 0.413±0.313;
0.36±0.337; 0.246±0.292 

pCi/l 5 

Uranium ND pCi/l 30 

Inorganic Chemical Contaminants 
Antimony ND ppb 6 

Arsenic ND ppb 10 

Asbestos NR MFL 7 

Barium ND; 0.018; 0.13 ppm 2 

Beryllium ND ppb 4 

Bromate ND ppb 10 

Cadmium ND ppb 5 

Chloramines ND ppm 4 

Chlorine ND ppm 4 

Chlorine Dioxide ND ppb 800 

Chlorite ND ppm 1 

Chromium ND ppb 100 

Copper  0.09(0.013-0.12) ppm AL=1.3 

Cyanide ND ppb 200 

Fluoride 0.054 ppm 4 

Lead ND(ND-0.0012) ppm AL=15 

Mercury ND ppb 2 

Nitrate 0.69, 0.32, 0.27 ppm 10 

Nitrite ND ppm 1 

Selenium ND ppb 50 

Thallium ND ppb 2 

Organic Chemical Contaminants 
Acrylamide NR TT 

Alachlor ND ppb 2 

Atrazine ND ppb 3 

Benzene ND ppb 5 

Benzo(a)pyrene [PAH’s] ND ppt 200 

Carbofuran ND ppb 40 

Carbon tetrachloride ND ppb 5 

Chlordane ND ppb 2 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG – The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL – The highest level of a contaminant allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the 
MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL - The highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing 
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal or MRDLG - The level of drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 
ND – Not Detected; NR – Not Required; N/A – Not Applicable; ppm (b,t,q) – parts per million (billion, trillion, quadrillion);  
pCi/L – Picocuries per liter, measure of radioactivity in water; NTU – Measurement of the clarity of water;  
MFL - million fibers per liter;  
Action Level or AL – The concentration of a contaminant that triggers treatment or other requirement a water system shall follow;  
Treatment Technique or TT – A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water 

We are pleased to present to you this year’s Safe Drinking Water Report.  This report shows you the high quality of 
water and service we deliver as your utilities board.  Our goal is to always provide safe and dependable drinking 
water and we are pleased to report another successful year.  We want you to understand our commitment to contin-
ually improving and protecting our water resources. 

The Brent Utilities Board is located in the town of Brent, approximately 50 miles south-southwest of 
Birmingham and serves residents of Bibb County, Alabama. Our water is treated well water of the highest quality 
and meets all standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management. Our wells are sourced in the Knox Aquifer found in northern and central Alabama. The Knox Aquifer 
is composed of thick-bedded dolomite that is interbedded with limestone and chert. An assessment of our source 
water (wellhead protection) has been prepared.  A copy of the assessment may be requested at our office.  Our well 
water is chlorinated for disinfection prior to distribution.  Well no. 4 is also aerated. 

We routinely monitor the quality of your water as it relates to treatment and delivery to your home.  Public water 
systems must monitor over 75 contaminants.  The table provided summarizes the results.  Please note that a detected 
contaminant does not mean a health risk is present, it simply means that it was detected in the tests.  Only con-
taminants in excess of the MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level) are considered a violation.  The table shows the 
results for our monitoring for the period of January 1 through December 31, 2025, or data from the most recent 
testing done in accordance with applicable regulations. 

MCL’s are set at very stringent levels.  To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated 
constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-
a-million chance of having the described health effect. 

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environ-mental 
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.  The sources of drinking water (both tap 
water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material, and it can 
pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human activity. 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home 
plumbing. Utilities Board City of Brent is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control 
the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Based on a study conducted by ADEM with the approval of the EPA a statewide waiver for the monitoring of 
asbestos and dioxin was issued.  Thus, monitoring for these contaminants was not required. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  People who are 
immunocompromised such as cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy, organ transplant recipients, HIV/AIDS 
positive or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  
People at risk should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on 
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

In compliance with our Vulnerability Assessment Policy, we ask that you please be vigilant and report any suspi-
cious activity especially around pumping stations, water tanks, and wells. 

If you have any questions about this report or the quality of your water, please contact Mr. David Tucker at (205) 
926-4643.  We value the input of our customers and invite you to attend our regularly scheduled board meetings 
each second Monday at 6:00 PM in the City Hall.  Please note that a copy of this report will not be mailed to each 
customer.

Utilities Board City of Brent – 2026 Safe Drinking Water Report 
Board of Directors 
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cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene ND ppb 70 
trans-1,2-Dichloroethylene ND ppb 100 
Dichloromethane ND ppb 5 
1,2-Dichloropropane ND ppb 5 
Di(2-ethylhexyl) adipate ND ppb 400 
Di(2-ethylhexyl) 
phthalates 

ND ppb 6 

Dinoseb ND ppb 7 
Dioxin [2,3,7,8-TCDD] NR ppq 30 
Diquat ND ppb 20 
Endothall ND ppb 100 
Endrin ND ppb 2 
Epichlorohydrin ND TT 
Ethylbenzene ND ppb 700 
Ethylene dibromide ND ppt 50 
Glyphosate ND ppb 700 
HAA5 [Total haloacetic 
acids] OEL(Range) 

1.2(ND-1.2) ppb 60 

Heptachlor ND ppt 400 
Heptachlor epoxide ND ppt 200 
Hexachlorobenzene ND ppb 1 
Hexachlorocyclopentadi-
ene 

ND ppm 50 

Lindane ND ppt 200 
Methoxychlor ND ppb 40 
Oxamyl [Vydate] ND ppb 200 

Pentachlorophenol ND ppb 1 

Picloram ND ppb 500 

PCB’s [polychlorinated 
biphenyls] 

ND ppt 500 

Simazine ND ppb 4 

Styrene ND ppb 100 

Tetrachloroethylene 1.2 (ND - 1.2); ND; 
ND 

ppb 5 

Toluene ND ppm 1 

Total Organic Carbon ND TT 

TTHM [Total trihalome-
thanes] OEL(Range) 

4.1(ND-4.1) ppb 80 

Toxaphene ND ppb 3 

2,4,5-TP (Silvex) ND  ppb 50 

1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene ND ppb 70 

1,1,1-Trichloroethane ND ppb 200 

1,1,2-Trichloroethane ND ppb 5 

Trichloroethylene ND ppb 5 

Vinyl chloride ND ppb 2 

Xylenes ND ppm 10 

1,1-Dichloroethylene ND ppb 7 
1,2-Dichloroethane ND ppb 5 
p-Dichlorobenzene ND ppb 75 
o-Dichlorobenzene ND ppb 600 

Chlorobenzene ND ppb 100 
2,4-D ND ppb 70 
Dalapon ND ppb 200 
Dibromochloropropane ND ppt 200 

List of Detected Contaminants in Our System 

Contaminant Violation? Level 
Detected 
Well No 4; 5; 6 

Unit of 
Measure-
ment 

MCL/
MRDL 

MCLG/
MRDLG 

Likely Source of 
Contaminant 

Total Dissolved  
Solids  

No ND; 123; 170 ppm 500 none Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Chloride No ND ppm 250 none Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Nitrate No 0.69; 0.32; 0.27 ppm 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer 
use; leaching from 
septic tanks, sewage; 
erosion of natural 
deposits 

Sulfate No ND ppm 500 500 Erosion of  natural 
deposits 

Fluoride No 0.054 ppm 4.0 4.0 Erosion of Natural 
Deposits; water addi-
tive which promotes 
strong teeth; discharge 
from fertilizer and 
aluminum factories 

Iron No ND;ND;0.069 ppm .30 none Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Barium No ND; 0.018; 0.13 ppm 2.0 2.0 Discharge of drilling 
wastes; discharge from 
metal refineries; ero-
sion of natural depos-
its 

Alpha emitters No 
0.965±1.24; 
-0.419±0.895; pCi/L 15 0 Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Combined 
Radium 

No pCi/L 5 0 Erosion of natural 
deposits 

Tetrachloroeth-
ylene 

No 

2.51±1.76 

0.413±0.313;
0.36±0.337;
0.246±0.292

1.2 (ND - 1.2);
ND; ND 

ppb 5 0 Leaching from PVC 
pipes; discharge from 
factories and dry 
cleaners 

Total  
Coliform Bac-
teria 

No ND n/a      >5% of
samples

0 Naturally present in 
the environment 

Lead No ND(ND-0.0012) ppm 0.015 0 Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing system; 
erosion of natural 
deposits 

Copper No 0.09(0.013-0.12) ppm 1.3 
(action 
level) 

1.3 Corrosion of house-
hold plumbing system; 
erosion of natural 
deposits 

UCMR5 Chemicals UCMR5 Chemicals 

Analyte MRL 
Highest 
Level 

Detected 
Analyte MRL 

Highest 
Level 

Detected 
PFTrDA 0.0064 ppb ND   PFHxA 0.0030 ppb ND 

NETFOSAA 0.0045 ppb ND ADONA 0.0030 ppb ND 

NMEFOSSA 0.0054 ppb ND PFPeS 0.0040 ppb ND 

PFTeDA 0.0073 ppb ND 6:2 FTS 0.0050 ppb ND 
PFBA 0.0050 ppb ND   PFOA 0.0040 ppb ND 
PFMPA 0.0040 ppb ND   PFHpS 0.0030 ppb ND 
PFPeA 0.0030 ppb ND   PFOS 0.0040 ppb ND 
PFBS 0.0030 ppb ND   PFNA 0.0040 ppb ND 
PFMBA 0.0030 ppb ND   9CI-PF3ONS 0.0020 ppb ND 
PFEESA 0.0030 ppb ND   8:2FTS 0.0050 ppb ND 
HFPO-DA 0.0050 ppb ND   PFDA 0.0030 ppb ND 
NFDHA 0.020 ppb ND   PFUnA 0.0020 ppb ND 

4:2 FTS 0.0030 ppb ND 111CI-PF3OUdS 0.0050 ppb ND 

PFHxS 0.0030 ppb ND   PFDoA 0.0030 ppb ND 
PFHpA 0.0030 ppb ND   Lithium 9.00 ppb ND 

UNREGULATED CONTAMINANT  
MONITORING RULE NUMBER 5 (UCMR5)  

The Fifth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR5) requires monitoring by certain water systems for 30 unregulated 
contaminants during 2022-2026 on assigned schedules. UCMR5 specifies monitoring for 29 PFAS and one metal (lithium). Our 
recent sampling on 1-10-2023, 3-1-2023, 7-17-2023, and 9-11-2023 yielded no detections of the 30 contaminants. For more 
information please refer to https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr.  



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST

June 26, 2026	 Centreville Press | Page 5

“Are You Washed in the Blood ?”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few gospel hymns have asked a 
more direct and memorable ques-
tion than “Are You Washed in the 
Blood?”. Written by prolific hymn 
writer Elisha Hoffman, this beloved 
song has remained a staple in 
churches for nearly 150 years.

Elisha Hoffman was born on May 
7, 1839, in Orwigsburg, Pennsylva-
nia. A Presbyterian minister, Hoff-
man devoted much of his life to 
Christian music and hymn writing. 
During his 90 years, he wrote more 
than 2,000 hymns and compiled 50 
songbooks, leaving a remarkable 
legacy in gospel music.

Music historian Jacob Hall noted 
that Hoffman possessed a unique 
gift. Whether a melody came first or 
a lyric formed in his mind, the two 
seemed to naturally come together. 
Hall observed that when a melody 
was born in Hoffman’s soul, fitting 
words quickly followed, and when 
he conceived a hymn, a melody of-
ten accompanied it.

“Are You Washed in the Blood?” 
first appeared in 1878 in the hym-
nal Spiritual Songs for Gospel 
Meetings and the Sunday School, 
which Hoffman co-edited. Interest-
ingly, it was the only songbook of 
Hoffman’s in which the hymn ap-

peared, though the reason for this 
remains unknown.

The hymn’s popularity quickly 
spread. In 1881, renowned gospel 
musician Ira Sankey included it in 
his influential collection Sacred 
Songs and Solos, helping introduce 
it to an even wider audience.

The hymn’s impact extended 
beyond church walls. Poet Vachel 
Lindsay later referenced the phrase 
“Are You Washed in the Blood?” in 
his poem General Booth Enters 
into Heaven, a work inspired by 
William Booth, founder of the Sal-
vation Army.

Known for its powerful message 
and invitation to faith, the hymn 
concludes by encouraging listen-
ers to accept Jesus as their Sav-
ior. Hoffman also penned many 
other well-known hymns, including 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”, 
“I Must Tell Jesus”, “Down at the 
Cross”, and “Glory to His Name”.

More than a century after it was 
written, “Are You Washed in the 
Blood?” continues to be sung in 
churches across the country, car-
rying forward Hoffman’s simple yet 
enduring gospel message.

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 

1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call 
Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 
ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-

tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - 
the same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and acti-
vation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-877-651-
8016

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 

your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.denta l50p lus .
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 

FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

NEWS
WBHS Spirit Teams Make a Lasting Impact During 

Annual Community Trash Pick-Up
A cleaner commu-

nity is something ev-
eryone can take pride 
in, and the students of 
the West Blocton High 
School Spirit Teams 
recently did their part 
to make a visible dif-
ference during the 
2026 WBHS Spirit 
Team Trash Pick-Up.

Through teamwork, 
hard work, and a com-
mitment to serving 
their community, mem-
bers of the WBHS Aux-
iliary/Band and Cheer 
teams spent their time 
collecting trash along 
local roadways. Their 
efforts resulted in a 
remarkable total of 63 
bags of trash removed 
from the community, 
with the Auxiliary/Band 
collecting 37 bags and 
the Cheer team col-
lecting an additional 
26 bags. Altogether, 
hundreds of pounds of 
litter are now off Bibb 
County roads.

The successful 
event was made pos-
sible through the sup-
port of several com-
munity partners. A 
special thank you 
was extended to West 
Blocton Resource Of-
ficer Poole and the 
West Blocton Police 
Department for help-
ing keep the students 
safe during the clean-

up and assisting with 
the disposal of the col-
lected trash. Apprecia-
tion was also shared 
with the Bibb County 
Commission for pro-
viding the gloves and 
trash bags needed for 
the effort.

While the numbers 
are impressive, the 
true impact goes be-
yond the bags of trash 
collected. The event 
serves as a reminder 
of what can be accom-
plished when young 
people, schools, lo-
cal officials, and com-
munity organizations 
work together toward 
a common goal.

The WBHS Spirit 
Teams not only helped 
improve the appear-
ance of the commu-
nity but also set an ex-
ample of responsibil-
ity, service, and pride 
in the place they call 
home.

Community mem-
bers are encouraged 
to do their part in 
keeping Bibb County 
beautiful by properly 
disposing of trash and 
helping preserve the 
roads and spaces ev-
eryone shares. Small 
actions can make a 
big difference, and this 
year’s trash pick-up 
proved just how much 
of an impact a group 
of dedicated students 
can have.

Alabama Black Belt Travel Guide Inspires 
Exploration Across the Region

M O N T G O M E R Y, 
Ala. (June 23, 2026) 
– The Alabama Black 
Belt is one of the 
South’s most captivat-
ing destinations, offer-
ing unforgettable ex-
periences, rich history, 
breathtaking land-
scapes and authentic 
Southern hospitality.

To help travelers dis-
cover everything the 
region has to offer, the 

Alabama Black Belt 
Adventures Associa-
tion (ALBBAA) has re-
leased the first-of-its-
kind “Alabama Black 
Belt Travel Guide,” 
a 72-page glossy 
magazine designed 
to inspire exploration 
across the region’s 23 
counties.

The travel guide — 
packed with trip ideas, 
must-see attractions, 

lodging options, din-
ing recommendations, 
outdoor adventures 
and cultural experi-
ences — serves as 
the ultimate roadmap 
for discovering one of 
Alabama’s most re-
markable regions.

Printed copies are 
available at Alabama 
Welcome Centers and 
tourism destinations 

The cover the Alabama Black Belt Travel Guide showcases the Chewacla 
Falls at Chewacla State Park in Auburn, one of the top outdoor destinations 
in the Black Belt’s 23-county footprint. (Photo courtesy of the Alabama 
Black Belt Adventures Association)

throughout the Black 
Belt, while a digital 
version can be ac-
cessed online.

“Alabama’s Black 
Belt is truly a des-
tination unlike any 
other,” said ALBBAA 
Director Pam Swan-
ner. “Whether you're 
seeking world-class 
hunting and fishing, 
fascinating history, 
vibrant arts and cul-
ture, incredible food 
or a relaxing weekend 
getaway, you’ll find it 
here. The Black Belt 
offers authentic expe-
riences that connect 
visitors to the people, 
places, and traditions 
that make Alabama 
special.”

From nationally rec-
ognized outdoor rec-
reation opportunities 
to internationally sig-
nificant Civil Rights 
landmarks and cultural 
treasures, the Black 
Belt delivers some-
thing for every traveler. 
The guide showcas-
es iconic bucket-list 
destinations such as 
the Freedom Quilting 
Bee in Wilcox County, 
Chattahoochee River 
Whitewater in Phenix 
City, and Moundville 
Archaeological Park, 
while stunning pho-
tography captures the 
region’s natural beauty 
and charm.

Food lovers will dis-
cover a thriving culi-
nary scene through 
featured restaurants 
and the popular Fla-
vors of the Black Belt 
Trail. Travelers can 
also explore the Black 
Belt Arts and Antique 
Trail, the Black Belt 
Mural Trail and count-
less hidden gems that 
reflect the region’s 
creativity, heritage and 

historical significance.
Outdoor enthusi-

asts will find end-
less opportunities to 
hunt, fish, bird-watch, 
hike and explore Ala-
bama’s scenic rivers, 
forests, wildlife areas 
and state parks. The 
guide also highlights 
the region’s signature 
festivals and events, 
including the Selma 
Bridge Crossing Jubi-
lee, the Airing of the 
Quilts in Gee’s Bend, 
and Christmas on the 
River in Demopolis — 
celebrations that draw 
visitors from across 
the country each year.

The Alabama Black 
Belt Travel Guide 
also highlights the 
Black Belt’s singers, 
songwriters and liter-
ary giants, while also 
featuring a section 
dedicated to children’s 
activities and a fold-
out map showcasing 
the region’s 23-county 
footprint.

“Our goal is to in-
spire people to experi-
ence the Black Belt for 
themselves,” Swanner 
said. “This guide helps 
travelers discover new 
adventures, create 
lasting memories and 
experience the au-
thentic culture, history 
and hospitality that 
make this region so 
special.”

ALBBAA founder 
and board president 
Thomas Harris noted 
the travel guide serves 
as an invitation and a 
resource.

“There is an incred-
ible variety of experi-
ences waiting to be 
discovered throughout 
the Black Belt,” Harris 
said. “This guide helps 
visitors plan their jour-
ney while showcasing 

the stories, attractions, 
traditions and people 
that make the region 
one of Alabama’s 
greatest treasures.”

Whether you're 
planning a weekend 
getaway, a family va-
cation, an outdoor ad-
venture, or a cultural 
road trip, the Alabama 
Black Belt Travel 
Guide is your invita-
tion to explore a re-
gion filled with history, 
beauty, flavor and ad-
venture around every 
corner.

You can read the 
online version through 
the ALBBAA website 
at: https://digitalmaga-
zine.walker360.com/
alabamablackbelttrav-
elguide/

The Black Belt in-
cludes the following 
23 counties: Barbour, 
Bullock, Butler, Choc-
taw, Clarke, Conecuh, 
Crenshaw, Dallas, 
Greene, Hale, Lee, 
Lowndes, Macon, 
Marengo, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Perry, 
Pickens, Pike, Russell, 
Sumter, Tuscaloosa 
and Wilcox.

The Alabama Black 
Belt Adventures As-
sociation (ALBBAA) 
is a regional destina-
tion marking organiza-
tion dedicated to the 
promotion of outdoor 
recreational oppor-
tunities, cultural heri-
tage and attractions, 
themed trails, the arts, 
events/festivals, culi-
nary scene and expe-
riential travel across 
Alabama’s 23-county, 
historic Black Belt 
Region.. For informa-
tion, go to www.ala-
bamablackbeltadven-
tures.org.
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Tannehill Summer Day Camp Outdoor Adventure 
and Hands-On Learning for Local Youth 

Families looking for 
a fun and educational 
summer experience 
for their children will 
have the opportunity 
to take part in the up-
coming Tannehill Sum-
mer Day Camp, host-
ed at Tannehill Historic 
Ironworks State Park.

Scheduled for July 
13-17, the weeklong 
half-day camp will take 
place from 8 a.m. un-
til noon at the park’s 
Event Center, located 
at 12632 Confeder-
ate Parkway in Mc-
Calla. The camp is 
open to children ages 
9-15 and is designed 
to combine outdoor 
adventure, hands-on 
learning, and plenty of 
summertime fun.

Campers will have 
the chance to explore 
Alabama’s natural 
resources while par-
ticipating in a variety 
of engaging activities 
throughout the week. 
Planned activities in-
clude arts and crafts, 
outdoor games, inter-
active learning experi-
ences, and opportuni-
ties to discover more 

about the natural world 
around them.

The camp provides 
a unique setting for 
young people to step 
away from screens, 
spend time outdoors, 
and build new friend-
ships while learn-
ing valuable skills. 
Through hands-on ac-
tivities and exploration, 
participants will gain a 
greater appreciation 
for Alabama’s environ-
ment and history while 
enjoying a memorable 
summer experience.

The cost is $50 
for the first child and 
$25 for each addi-
tional child from the 
same family, making 
it an affordable option 
for families seeking 
meaningful summer 
activities.

Registration is cur-
rently open and can 
be completed online 
through the Alabama 
Cooperative Exten-
sion System at aces.
edu/event/tannehill-
state-park-summer-
day-camp/.

For additional in-
formation, families 
may contact the Bibb 
County Extension Of-
fice at 205-926-4310.

Summer camps like 
this offer more than 
just entertainment — 
they provide opportu-

nities for children to 
learn, grow, and cre-
ate lasting memories. 
With a mix of educa-

tion, recreation, and 
outdoor exploration, 
the Tannehill Summer 
Day Camp promises 

to be a rewarding ex-
perience for kids this 
summer.
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