
Bibb County voters 
turned out in low num-
bers yesterday to vote in 
the Republican and Dem-
ocrat runoff election. 

Out of a registered voter total of 15,024 
votes were cast by 1,871 Bibb voters, represent-
ing a 12.45% turnout rate. Statewide results were 
lower than the Bibb average with only 408,740 
votes cast by 3,812,426 registered voters. This 
represents a 10.72% participation rate in our 
statewide elections.

1,730 voted in the Bibb Republican Primary, 
141 voted in the Bibb Democrat primary. 

In the only contested Bibb County race politi-
cal newcomer Gary Uber edged out Jarred Keith 
Kornegay for the Bibb County Commission Dis-
trict 2 by a total vote count of 340 to 293 votes. 

In Statewide results:

John Wahl defeated Wes Allen in the Lt. Gov-
ernor race, garnering 56.99% of the vote.

Barry Moore defeated Jared Hudson in the 
U.S. Senator race, garnering 55.8% of the vote.

In the Attorney General race Katherine Rob-
ertson defeated Jay Mitchell, with 55.07% of the 
vote.

Public Service Commission, Place 2 saw Jim 
Zeigler take the election with 51.34% of the vote. 

Corey Hill won the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture race with 53.3% over Christina McInnis.
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Coach Geohagan Receives 
AHSAA “Making a 
Difference Award”

Bibb County High 
School is celebrating a 
well-deserved honor as 
Coach Geohagan has 
been named the recip-
ient of the 2026 Class 
4A “Making a Difference 
Award” by the Alabama 
High School Athletic As-
sociation (AHSAA).

The award recognizes 
Coach Geohagan as the 
exemplary role model 
representing Class 4A, 
honoring his lasting im-
pact as a leader, mentor, 
and positive influence 
both on and off the field.

Currently serving 
as Bibb County High 
School’s assistant prin-

cipal and head football 
coach, Coach Geohagan 
has dedicated his career 
to developing not only 
successful athletes, but 
young men and women 
of character. His lead-
ership, toughness, and 
commitment to excel-
lence have left a last-
ing mark on countless 
students and athletes 
throughout the years.

His coaching legacy 
is already firmly estab-
lished, as he is recog-
nized as the winningest 
head football coach in 
Bibb County High School 
history. However, his 
impact extends far be-
yond wins and losses. 
Through his mentorship 

and dedication to stu-
dents, he has exempli-
fied the qualities that 
the “Making a Difference 
Award” was created to 
celebrate.

In addition to his work 
at Bibb County High 
School, Coach Geo-
hagan also represents 
District 3 as an at-large 
representative on the 
AHSAA Central Board 
of Control, continuing to 
help shape and support 
high school athletics 
across Alabama.

Great coaches do 
more than teach a game 
— they teach perse-
verance, discipline, ac-
countability, and what 
it means to be part of 

something bigger than 
oneself. Coach Geoha-
gan’s recognition by the 
AHSAA is a reflection of 
the many lives he has in-
fluenced throughout his 
career and the lasting 
tradition of excellence he 
has helped build at Bibb 
County High School.

The Bibb County com-
munity has much to 
celebrate as one of its 
own receives this distin-
guished honor. Congrat-
ulations to Coach Geo-
hagan on being named 
a 2026 AHSAA Class 
4A “Making a Difference 
Award” recipient.

Alabama’s Copperhead and Cottonmouth: 
What to Know About These Venomous Snakes

By Catherine Jackson

 AUBURN UNIVER-
SITY, Ala. — Alabama 
is home to a variety of 
snakes, including six 
venomous species. The 
copperhead and cot-
tonmouth are the most 
encountered of the ven-
omous snake species 
throughout the state. 
Understanding their dif-
ferences, similarities and 
behaviors can help resi-
dents appreciate the vital 
roles these snakes play 
in the ecosystem.

 “Copperheads and 
cottonmouths, partic-
ularly, are some of our 
most feared wildlife in 
Alabama,” said Wesley 
Anderson, an Alabama 
Extension wildlife spe-
cialist at Auburn Univer-
sity. “While they are both 
deserving of respect, 
they are also both com-
monly confused and mis-
understood. Neither are 

nearly as aggressive or 
dangerous as many peo-
ple think.”

 Shared Similarities
 Copperheads and cot-

tonmouths give live birth 
in late summer, typically 
in August or September. 
The newborns are ven-
omous from birth but no 
more dangerous than 
adults. Young snakes 
are often easier to identi-
fy because of their more 
defined markings and 
yellow tail tips, which 
they use to lure prey.

 Both species possess 
venom that breaks down 
cells and tissues. How-
ever, it is a myth that ei-
ther species is quick to 
strike without warning. In 
general, both will vibrate 
their tails when threat-
ened. Like all venomous 
snakes, they can still bite 
even after death, so cau-
tion is always advised 
when handling a recently 

killed snake.

“Venomous snakes 
play important roles in 
our environment, like 
pest control, and I don’t 
personally advocate for 
killing any snake — ven-
omous or not,” said An-
derson, also an assistant 
professor in the Auburn 
College of Forestry, Wild-
life and Environment. “If 
someone feels like they 
must kill a copperhead 
or cottonmouth, please 
at least take precautions 
after doing so.”

 It is important to never 
handle dead snakes with 
bare hands. Anderson 
said the head can still 
deliver a dangerous bite 
hours after being decap-
itated. Also, be mindful 
of children and pets. If 
they are close by, move 
the snake’s body with a 
shovel or rake to an area 
where they cannot en-
counter it.

Unique Differences

Copperheads are the 
most encountered ven-
omous snake in the 
U.S., particularly in sub-
urban and urban areas.
They are medium-sized
snakes, typically mea-
suring 2 to 3 feet long.
Their tan-to-copper col-
oring is distinctive, but
copperheads are not 
always easy to identi-
fy. Multiple species of
harmless snakes are of-
ten mistaken as copper-
heads and killed.

Cottonmouths, also 
known as water moc-
casins, are larger and 
heavier than copper-
heads are, averaging 
2.5 to 4 feet long. They 
are semiaquatic snakes 
and are commonly found 
near water. They hunt 
both in water and on 
land, feeding on a wide 
range of prey, including 
fish. Their initial patterns 

may resemble those of 
copperheads, but Ander-
son said their markings 
tend to appear more pix-
elated or ragged.

“As cottonmouths age, 
they may lose their pat-
terns almost entirely,” 
Anderson said. “Unlike 
copperheads, cotton-
mouths have a darker 
facial mask and some-
times show a light-col-
ored mouth, which can 
appear white.”

Contrary to popular 
belief, copperheads are 
more likely to bite than 
cottonmouths are. How-
ever, while copperheads 
are responsible for the 
most venomous snake-
bites in the U.S., their 
bites are rarely fatal. 
Rather than fleeing, they 
often rely on camouflage 
to avoid confrontation.

Cottonmouths are 
more likely to stand their 

ground when confronted. 
They will gape and ex-
pose their light-colored 
mouths to serve as a 
warning signal to back 
off. Despite this dramat-
ic show, fatalities are 
extremely rare from this 
species. In fact, cotton-
mouths only account for 
about approximately 2% 
of snakebite deaths in 
the U.S. 

More Information 
Both copperheads and 

cottonmouths are import-
ant parts of Alabama’s 
natural landscape. While 
they can seem scary if 
threatened or acciden-
tally encountered, they 
generally avoid humans 
when given the opportu-
nity. 

Learning to identify 
these snakes, under-
standing their behavior 
and maintaining a re-
spectful distance can 
help prevent negative 
encounters.
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Alabama State Parks Launches Statewide Habitat 
Restoration Initiative to Combat Invasive Species 

and Restore Native Landscapes
MONTGOMERY, Ala. 

(June 17, 2026) — Ala-
bama State Parks has 
launched a new state-
wide habitat restoration 
initiative that will expand 
its ability to combat in-
vasive species, restore 
native landscapes, im-
prove wildlife habitat and 
engage communities in 
hands-on conservation 
efforts across Alabama.

Funded through a 
$25,000 grant from the 
Alabama Association 
of RC&D Councils, the 
Statewide Native Habi-
tat Restoration Crew 
provides Alabama State 
Parks with a dedicated, 
mobile conservation ca-
pability that can be rap-
idly deployed to parks 
throughout the state. 
The initiative will support 
conservation projects, 
volunteer service oppor-
tunities and environmen-
tal education programs 
across Alabama's 21 
state parks.

“Invasive species are 
one of the greatest chal-
lenges facing many of 
our natural areas,” said 
Tasha Simon, Chief of 
Natural Resources for 
Alabama State Parks. 
“When invasive plants 
become established, 
they can displace na-
tive vegetation, reduce 
wildlife habitat, alter 
ecosystems and impact 
the overall health of the 
landscape. This initiative 
gives us the tools and 
resources needed to ad-
dress those challenges 
more effectively while 
engaging volunteers and 
community partners in 
meaningful conservation 
work.”

Alabama State 
Parks manag-
es more than 
48,000 acres of 
public lands, 
many of which 
require ongoing 
restoration and 
invasive species 
management.

The program officially 
launched June 4 at Lake-
point State Park, where 
students from the TRiO 
Upward Bound Program 
at Wallace Community 
College joined Alabama 
State Parks staff and vol-
unteers to remove inva-
sive Chinese tallowtree, 
an aggressive non-na-
tive species known for 
spreading rapidly and 
outcompeting native 
plants. The Lakepoint 
event combined hands-
on restoration with en-
vironmental education, 
allowing participants to 
learn about invasive spe-
cies management while 
helping improve habi-
tat conditions within the 
park.

“This initiative repre-
sents much more than 
a new piece of equip-
ment,” said Alabama 
State Parks Director 
Matthew Capps. “It rep-
resents a statewide con-
servation team that can 
be deployed wherever 
the need exists across 
our park system. By re-
storing native habitat, 
removing invasive spe-
cies and engaging vol-
unteers in stewardship 
projects, we can make 

a greater impact on the 
landscapes we manage 
and the experiences we 
provide our visitors.”

Grant funding was 
used to purchase and 
outfit specialized trailers, 
tools, safety equipment 
and restoration supplies 
that can be deployed 
wherever restoration 
needs arise within the 
park system. Funding 
will allow Alabama State 
Parks to support restora-
tion projects and volun-
teer workdays at parks 
statewide while expand-
ing opportunities for en-
vironmental education 
and community engage-
ment. 

“The Alabama As-
sociation of RC&D 
Councils is proud to 
support Alabama State 
Parks through this ini-
tiative,” said Clara Ro-
mine, grants director for 
the Alabama Associa-
tion of RC&D Councils. 
“By investing in habitat 
restoration and invasive 
species management, 
we are helping protect 
Alabama’s natural re-
sources while strength-
ening opportunities for 
community involvement 
and environmental stew-
ardship.”

Alabama State Parks 
plans to utilize the State-
wide Native Habitat Res-
toration Crew at parks 
across the state through-
out the year. Future 
projects will focus on 
removing invasive plant 
species, restoring na-
tive plant communities, 
improving wildlife habitat 
and engaging local com-
munities in conservation 
efforts.

O r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
schools, civic groups, 
and community partners 
interested in establishing 
a volunteer service day 
or participating in habitat 
restoration projects are 
encouraged to contact 
Simon at Tasha.Simon@
dcnr.alabama.gov. 

Future projects will 
be scheduled at parks 
across Alabama, bring-
ing together park staff, 
volunteers, schools, 
and community partners 
to improve and protect 
public lands. Information 
about future restoration 
projects and volunteer 
opportunities will be 
shared through Alabama 
State Parks social media 
channels.

About Alabama 
State Parks

The Alabama State 
Parks Division, a division 
of the Alabama Depart-
ment of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, 
manages 21 state parks 
encompassing more 
than 50,000 acres of land 
and water across Ala-
bama. The parks range 
from Gulf Coast beaches 
to Appalachian Mountain 
landscapes and offer a 
variety of recreational 
opportunities including 
camping, lodging, hiking, 
golfing, fishing, nature 
tourism, and educational 
programming. Alabama 
State Parks primarily 
operates through visitor-
generated revenue and 
partnerships that support 
long-term sustainability 
and public access. For 
more information, visit 
alapark.com.

Photos Above: 
The new statewide 
habitat restoration 
initiative for Alabama 
State Parks officially 
kicked off earlier this 
month at Lakepoint 
State Park, as stu-
dents from the TRiO 
Upward Bound Pro-
gram at Wallace Com-
munity College joined 
Alabama State Parks 
staff and volunteers 
to remove invasive 
Chinese tallowtree, an 
aggressive non-native 
species known for 
spreading rapidly and 
outcompeting native 
plants. 

(KATE STONE | 
Alabama Department 
of Conservation and 
Natural Resources)



In the food service in-
dustry, knowledge and 
preparation are essen-
tial ingredients for suc-
cess. Whether operating 
a restaurant, managing 
a kitchen, supervising 
employees, or working 
toward career advance-
ment in hospitality, un-
derstanding proper food 
safety practices helps 
protect both businesses 
and the communities 
they serve.

The Alabama Coop-
erative Extension Sys-
tem will offer a ServSafe 
Managers Course in 

Bibb County on June 
29-30, 2026, providing 
participants with the op-
portunity to receive pro-
fessional instruction in 
food safety and quality 
standards.

The two-day course 
will take place from 9:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. at 
the Bibb County Board 
of Education, located 
at 721 Walnut Street in 
Centreville.

The course cost is 
$150, which includes the 
ServSafe book and two 
full days of instruction.

ServSafe is a national-
ly recognized food safety 
training program through 

the National Restaurant 
Association and is de-
signed to help food ser-
vice professionals build 
the knowledge and skills 
necessary to maintain 
safe food handling prac-
tices.

Individuals interested 
in participating can regis-
ter online at aces.edu/go/
servsafe. For additional 
information, participants 
may contact Emily Ferko 
at emf0065@auburn.
edu or (334) 752-3207.

The Alabama Cooper-
ative Extension System, 
a partnership between 
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity and Auburn Univer-

sity, continues to provide 
valuable educational 
opportunities that equip 
individuals with practical 
skills and knowledge that 
benefit workplaces and 
communities across Ala-
bama.

For those looking to 
strengthen their food 
safety expertise, meet 
professional require-
ments, or invest in their 
career in the food ser-
vice industry, the upcom-
ing ServSafe Managers 
Course offers a valuable 
opportunity right here in 
Bibb County.
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

The BCHS Class 
of 1961 enjoyed their 
monthly breakfast on 
Friday, June 5, 2026, 
always having a good 
time.

Belated birthday wish-
es go out to Clara Wil-
liams who celebrated her 
87th birthday on Satur-
day, June 6, 2026.

Anniversary wishes go 
out to Alan & Amy Steele 
who recently celebrated 
their wedding anniver-
sary.

The members and 
guests enjoyed a fel-
lowship luncheon on 
Sunday, June 7, 2026 at 
Brent Baptist Church af-
ter worship services. 

Eddie & Vicki Brown 
will celebrate their 49th 
wedding anniversary on 
June 18, 2026 at Brent 
Baptist Church. We send 
out wedding anniversary 
wishes to them. Recent-
ly they enjoyed a trip to 
Gatlinburg, TN for this 
special occasion. 

Get Well wishes and 
prayers go out to Jim 
Garner who recently un-
derwent surgery at UAB. 

Our prayers are with you 
at this time.

Bill & Robin Patridge 
celebrated their 53rd 
wedding anniversary on 
June 8, 2026.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several that have 
birthdays in June; Farrah 
Conway Daniel, Bo Mar-
tin, Betty Wyers, Barbara 
Wilson Smitherman, 
Jane Hogg, Jean Ste-
vens, Kat Caffee, Dylan 
Suttle, Karen Hicks 
Smith, Rance Galloway, 
Laquita Burns, Mason 
Boothe, Don Hubbard 
and Willie Frank Mitchell. 

West Blocton High 
School Class of 1970 
met at BS Restaurant in 
Vance at 11:00 a.m. for 
lunch on June 9, 2026.

Sympathy goes out to 
the family of Doris Bar-
ton Avery, age 100, who 
passed away on June 
8, 2026. Doris will be 
missed greatly. 

If you have news call 
it in at (205) 316-1181. 
Take care and God 
bless. 

BY SAVANNA LOGAN________________
REPORTER

West Blocton Calls on Community 
to Help Honor Local Veterans This 

Fourth of July

As Independence Day 
approaches, the Town 
of West Blocton is pre-
paring a special tribute 
to recognize the brave 
men and women who 
have answered the call 
to serve our country — 
and they need the com-
munity’s help to make it 
possible.

Veterans are woven 
into the story of every 
town and every family. 
They are our neighbors, 
grandparents, parents, 

siblings, and friends 
who made sacrifices in 
service to something 
greater than themselves. 
This Fourth of July, West 
Blocton hopes to cel-
ebrate those individuals 
by sharing the faces and 
memories behind their 
service.

Community members 
are invited to submit 
photos and videos of 
veterans, whether from 
years past or present 
day, to be included in the 
tribute. A faded photo-
graph tucked away in a 

family album, a picture 
from military service, or 
a recent snapshot can all 
help tell the story of the 
men and women who 
have helped protect the 
freedoms we enjoy.

This is an opportunity 
for the community to 
come together, remem-
ber those who have 
served, and ensure their 
dedication is recognized 
and appreciated.

If you have a veteran 
in your life whose story 
you would like to help 
share, send your photos 

or videos to TownClerk@
townofwestblocton.org.

Every submission 
helps create a more 
meaningful tribute and 
serves as a reminder that 
behind every uniform is 
a person, a family, and a 
legacy of service.

This Fourth of July, 
let’s come together as a 
community to honor our 
heroes and show our 
gratitude to those who 
have served our nation.

Alabama Extension to Offer 
ServSafe Manager’s Course in 

Bibb County
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OPINION BY BRANDON BLANKENSHIP

REPRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION 
OF 1819 NEWS

There is a difference between politics and law.

Politics asks which candidate is best for Ala-
bama. The law asks whether a candidate meets 
the qualifications for office. When the issue is resi-
dency, Alabama courts already have a clear rule.

The recent challenge to Tommy Tuberville’s eli-
gibility for governor turns on one word in the Ala-
bama Constitution: “resident.” Article V, Section 
117 requires a governor to have been a resident 
citizen of Alabama for at least seven years before 
the election.

So what does “resident” mean?

Under decades-old Alabama Supreme Court 
precedent, residency for election purposes means 
domicile. And domicile has two parts: physical 
presence and intent to remain.

In Harris v. McKenzie (1997), the Court faced a 
similar dispute. A city council member was chal-
lenged because he owned property in another 
county, stayed there at times, claimed a home-
stead exemption there, and even served on a jury 
in the other county. The trial court disqualified him. 
Yet the Alabama Supreme Court reversed.

The Supreme Court explained that domicile is 
where a person’s home is fixed, without any pres-
ent intention of moving. It also made several prin-
ciples clear:

• Owning property somewhere else does not
automatically change your domicile.

• Spending time elsewhere for work does not
automatically defeat residency.

• Courts look at objective evidence such as
voter registration, driver’s license, tax filings, fam-
ily location, and public representations of home.

• Once established, domicile is presumed to
continue unless clearly changed.

Then-Chief Justice Perry Hooper, Sr. dissented 
in Harris, arguing that formal acts like claiming 
a homestead exemption should be the deciding 
facts. That view parallels arguments raised by 
Tuberville’s challengers today. While dissenting 
views are welcome, they are tempered by the core 
principles long set by the Supreme Court.

The seven-year requirement in the Constitution 

is mandatory. The method for deciding whether 
someone meets that requirement is settled. A chal-
lenger would have to show that Tuberville either 
never established Alabama as his fixed home or 
clearly abandoned it and adopted a new one else-
where.

The law does not ask whether Tuberville owns 
property outside Alabama. It does not ask whether 
he has spent time in Washington as a U.S. sena-
tor. Instead, it asks where his true home is and 
whether he intended to remain.

We do not need a new test.

We do not need creative reinterpretation.

If this issue reaches a courtroom, it will not be 
decided by headlines or politics. It will be decided 
by applying the established legal test for domicile 
to the facts.

Support or opposition of Tuberville is beside the 
point. The integrity of our election system depends 
on applying the same legal standard to every can-
didate. And on that standard, the Alabama Su-
preme Court has spoken.

Brandon Blankenship, J.D., is an assistant pro-
fessor of law and ethics and a Guggenheim Legal 
Scholar. His research focuses on courts, civic jus-
tice, and legal education.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article contains opinions 
and legal conclusions that are based on the writer 
and not the opinions of Centreville Press or the 
Bibb Voice. Your comments are welcome. We are 
keeping tabs on the Governor’s race and will let 
you know how the arguments shake out.

Update 6/15/2026

June 14

BIRMINGHAM – ALGOP completed a formal 
hearing today and decided that Alabama’s senior 
United States Senator has been a resident citizen 
of Alabama for more than seven years and is quali-
fied to be the next Governor. After being presented 
with over 100 pages of written evidence proving 
Senator Tuberville moved to Auburn in 2018, ob-
tained an Alabama license in 2019, registered to 
vote in 2019, and has paid Alabama taxes since 
2018, the Committee unanimously ruled that Sen. 
Tuberville is a resident citizen and meets the stan-
dard to serve as Alabama’s next Governor.

The Debate About Legal Residence in Alabama 
Rages On In the Governor's Race

Some Bibb County (Centreville) voters are still stewing and offering their opinions 
on social media about the outcome of the Centreville Mayor 2025 Election Con-
test. In case you missed the background the August 2025 Mayor race in Centreville 
ended with Barry Cooner winning by a slim margin after the votes were certified. 

The outgoing Mayor, Mike Oakley, filed a formal election contest in the Bibb County Circuit Court, challenging 
the validity of several votes based on questions of their eligibility to vote, based on the residence issue. This 
month that case came to trial before Fourth Judicial Circuit Judge Marvin Wiggins.

We won't comment on the two days of testimony presented by the witnesses or the rulings made by Judge 
Wiggins. In the end, the Plaintiff (Oakley) withdrew his complaint and the case was dismissed, effectively 
confirming Barry Cooner was the winner of the contested race. We will say that the outcome of the case did 
little to tamp down local comments about voter residency and eligibility. Some comments were not very kind 
to the legal system either. Justice often takes a beating after a court case ends.

For those of you still confused about what makes a residence determination in a legal setting the following 
opinion column, offered by a legal scholar, sheds light on the matter. This is relevant in a newer context be-
cause the 2026 Gubernatorial race candidates are still trying to delegitimize Tommy Tuberville's legal status 
to run for Alabama Governor.

We will print the editorial below and you can be better informed about legal context on this issue.
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West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“I Need Thee Every Hour”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Some of the most enduring hymns 
are not born from dramatic moments 
of tragedy or triumph, but from the 
quiet, ordinary moments of everyday 
life. Such was the case for the beloved 
hymn “I Need Thee Every Hour,” writ-
ten by Annie Sherwood Hawks in 1872.

Born in New York in 1835, Hawks 
displayed a remarkable gift for poetry 
from a young age, regularly contribut-
ing verses to newspapers by the time 
she was just 14 years old. Though 
she wrote more than 400 hymn texts 
throughout her lifetime, “I Need Thee 
Every Hour” remains the one that has 
continued to touch hearts and be sung 
in churches around the world.

Following her marriage to Charles 
Hawks in 1859, much of her life was 
centered around raising their three 
children and caring for her home. She 
was an active member of Hanson 
Place Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New 
York, where her pastor was Dr. Robert 
Lowry, a well-known composer of gos-
pel songs who recognized and encour-
aged her talent for writing.

The inspiration for “I Need Thee 
Every Hour” came during an ordinary 
June morning in 1872 while Hawks 
was carrying out her regular house-
hold responsibilities. She later wrote, 
“One day as a young wife and mother 

of 37 years of age, I was busy with my 
regular household tasks during a bright 
June morning. Suddenly, I became so 
filled with the sense of nearness to the 
Master that, wondering how one could 
live without Him, either in joy or pain, 
these words were ushered into my 
mind.”

That simple but powerful realization 
became the foundation of the hymn’s 
message: a personal, intimate depen-
dence on Christ in every moment of 
life, during both seasons of happiness 
and times of hardship.

The hymn reflects a common theme 
found among many 19th-century wom-
en hymn writers, whose works often 
used first-person language to express 
a deeply personal relationship with the 
Savior. Robert Lowry later composed 
the music for the hymn and added the 
now-familiar refrain:

“I need Thee, O I need Thee; every 
hour I need Thee.”

More than 150 years after it was writ-
ten, “I Need Thee Every Hour” contin-
ues to resonate with worshippers be-
cause of its timeless reminder that faith 
is not only needed in life’s greatest 
struggles, but in every ordinary hour of 
every day.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 

1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call 
Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 
ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-

tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellular - 
the same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and acti-
vation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just 
$20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-877-651-
8016

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 

your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.denta l50p lus .
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 

FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  
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NEWS

J u n e t e e n t h : 
Celebrating Freedom and Resilience in Alabama

Juneteenth, observed annually on June 
19, commemorates the day in 1865 when 
Major General Gordon Granger announced 
the freedom of the last enslaved people 
in Texas—more than two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Now a federal 
holiday, it stands as a vibrant celebration 
of African American emancipation, culture, 
heritage, and the ongoing struggle for 
equality. In Alabama’s Black Belt region, 
Juneteenth observances intertwine with 
deep-rooted community traditions of faith, 
resilience, and fellowship.

The History of Juneteenth

On June 19, 1865, Union troops arrived 
in Galveston, Texas, and issued General 
Order No. 3, informing approximately 
250,000 enslaved Black Texans that they 
were free. This event marked the practical 
end of slavery in the Confederacy. Early 
celebrations in 1866 featured prayer 
meetings, feasts, music, and education on 
rights. Over time, traditions such as red 
foods (symbolizing sacrifice and resilience), 
barbecues, parades, and storytelling spread 
nationwide. Juneteenth evolved into a 
powerful symbol of delayed but triumphant 
freedom and the continuing fight for civil 
rights.

Juneteenth Events Across 
Alabama, with Focus on the 
Black Belt

Alabama’s celebrations honor both 
emancipation and local heritage. In the 
Black Belt, events often highlight education, 
culture, and community bonds shaped by 
the region’s history.

In Bibb County, local observances 
include wreath-laying ceremonies, mayoral 
proclamations, and educational programs 
encouraging the teaching of Black history. 
These smaller, meaningful gatherings reflect 
the spirit of rural resilience.

The broader Black Belt features events such 
as the Black Belt Community Foundation’s 
Juneteenth White Affair (June 19 at the 
Livingston Civic Center in Sumter County), 
with dancing, appetizers, and fellowship, 
and the Black Belt Juneteenth Festival 
in Hayneville. Selma hosts community 
celebrations tied to its Civil Rights legacy.

These Juneteenth gatherings connect to 
enduring Black Belt cultural traditions like 
the annual Foot Wash (or Footwash) festival, 
typically held in September in the Selma/
Dallas County area. This long-running 
event—among the oldest continuous 
festivals in the region—features communal 
foot-washing ceremonies rooted in Christian 
humility and service. While separate from 
Juneteenth, it complements the holiday’s 
themes of liberation, spiritual renewal, and 
communal solidarity, illustrating how faith-
based practices sustain cultural identity 
year-round in the Black Belt.

Larger celebrations include Birmingham’s 
National Juneteenth Commemoration at 
Kelly Ingram Park (parade and festival on 
June 19), Mobile’s Mardi Gras Park events 
with music and vendors, Montgomery’s 
museum programs, and family-friendly 
festivals in Huntsville and Dothan.

Juneteenth invites reflection on the past 
and commitment to a more equitable future. 
In the Black Belt and across Alabama, 
whether through June wreath-layings, 
festive affairs, or traditions like the Foot 
Wash, communities honor emancipation 
while strengthening bonds of faith, culture, 
and hope.
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Slow Down and Enjoy Summer Nights
at West Blocton Cruise-In

In a world where cal-
endars are packed, 
phones are constantly 
buzzing, and everyone 
always seems to be 
rushing toward the next 
thing, there is something 
refreshing about taking a 
step back and enjoying a 
simple summer evening.

The Cruise-In on Main 
Street in West Blocton, 
held the last Saturday of 
each month throughout 
the summer, offers just 
that: a chance to slow 
down, enjoy the mo-
ment, and spend time 
with friends, neighbors, 
and fellow car enthusi-
asts.

There was once a time 
when a summer evening 
didn’t require a packed 
itinerary. People would 
gather downtown, lean 
against a classic car, sip 
on a milkshake, share a 
good meal, and spend 
hours simply talking with 
one another. The best 
entertainment was often 
the company sitting right 
beside you. The Blocton 
Cruise-In brings that 
feeling back.

With an impressive 
lineup of cool cars, great 
food from a local favor-
ite, and plenty of good 
conversation, the cruise-
in is more than just a car 
show — it’s a reminder of 
the small-town traditions 

that make communities 
like West Blocton spe-
cial.

Whether you’re a life-
long car enthusiast who 

can tell the difference be-
tween every engine rum-
ble or someone who just 
enjoys listening to old 
so and so go on and on 

about anything and ev-
erything, there’s a place 
for you at the cruise-in.

So bring a lawn chair, 
bring your family, bring a 

friend, and take a break 
from the busyness of life. 
Spend an evening admir-
ing the cars, catching up 
with old friends, making 

new ones, and enjoying 
the kind of summer night 
that never really goes 
out of style.
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