
Brierfield Ironworks 
Historical State Park is 
getting ready for sum-
mer with the opening 
of its pools for the sea-
son.

The pools will open 
May 25 and remain 
open through Sept. 
7. Hours of operation 
are Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sunday 

from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Daily admission is 

$6 per person for ages 
6 and older. Individual 
memberships are $75, 
while a family mem-
bership for four people 
costs $175.

Visitors can also 
reserve the pool for 
private parties from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. for less 
than $200. The maxi-
mum capacity for pri-
vate events is 50 peo-
ple.

Park officials also 

announced several 
updates for this sea-
son:

•	 All campers 
and cabin guests will 
receive pool passes 
for the duration of their 
stay. 

•	 Lifeguards will 
be on duty at all times. 

•	 Pool hours 
may be affected by 
weather conditions, 
chemical balance, or 
lifeguard availability.

If you’re looking for 
a free event for the 
whole family, visit the 
Brierfield Ironworks 
Historical State Park 
for their monthly mov-
ie night on June 5th. 

Doors will open at 
5pm, and the movie 
starts at 8pm. Guests 
are welcome to bring 
lawn chairs and blan-
kets, for a nice movie 
night outside. See the 
animated film “GOAT,” 
starring Stephen Cur-

ry, Caleb McLaugh-
lin, Aaron Pierre, and 
more. There will be 
concessions with 
popcorn, candy, and 
drinks available to pur-
chase until 9pm. 
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Bibb County Schools Welcome New 
Principals for Upcoming School Year

Bibb County Schools 
is preparing for an ex-
citing new chapter 
with the introduction of 
several new principals 
who will help lead stu-
dents, teachers, and 
families into the up-
coming school year.

District leaders re-
cently announced that 
Dr. Charles Steiner 
will serve as the new 
principal of Bibb Coun-

ty High School. At the 
same time, Principal 
David Steele will take 
the helm at Brent Ele-
mentary School, while 
Principal Heather Law-
ley will lead the newly 
formed Brent Primary 
School.

Strong principals 
play a vital role in shap-
ing the culture and 
success of a school. 
While teachers are the 
heart of the classroom, 
principals help create 
the environment that 

allows students and 
educators to thrive. 
From supporting ac-
ademic achievement 
and student discipline 
to encouraging teach-
ers and building rela-
tionships with families, 
school leaders often 
serve as the steady 
foundation behind the 
scenes.

The timing of these 
leadership appoint-
ments is especially 
significant as Bibb 
County Schools con-

tinue working through 
changes and growth 
across the district. 
With Brent Elemen-
tary transitioning into 
two separate schools 
for the upcoming year, 
having dedicated lead-
ership for both Brent 
Primary and Brent El-
ementary will provide 
additional support for 
students, faculty, and 
parents alike.

For many students, a 
principal is more than 
an administrator. They 

are often the face of 
encouragement in 
the hallway, the calm 
presence during chal-
lenges, and the person 
helping set the tone for 
what kind of communi-
ty a school becomes. 
Great principals help 
schools feel welcom-
ing, safe, and focused 
on helping every child 
succeed. Their experi-
ence, leadership, and 
commitment to edu-
cation will help guide 
their schools while 

continuing the dis-
trict’s mission of sup-
porting students both 
academically and per-
sonally.

Parents, students, 
and staff members will 
no doubt be seeing 
many familiar faces 
and a few new ones in 
the months ahead, as 
these principals begin 
the important work of 
leading and serving 
their school communi-
ties.

Movie Night Set for Brierfield 
Ironworks State Park

Brierfield Ironworks Park 
Opens Pool for Summer



Summer has offi-
cially arrived, which 
means parents every-
where are now hearing 
some version of “I’m 
bored” approximate-
ly 14 minutes after 
breakfast. Thankfully, 
there are still plenty of 
ways to make mean-
ingful memories with-
out needing a five-star 
vacation budget or the 
patience of a saint.

One of the best lo-
cal summer traditions 
is spending a day 
at the Cahaba River 
while the famous Ca-
haba lilies are bloom-
ing. There’s something 
special about letting 
kids splash around in 
the water, skip rocks, 
and experience one 
of the most beautiful 
natural sights in the 
South. Plus, river days 
have a magical ability 
to tire children out nat-
urally, which parents 
have long recognized 
as a valuable public 
service.

For families want-
ing a day trip, the 
McWane Science 
Center remains one 
of Alabama’s best kid-
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Five Fun Ways to Make Summer 
Memories With Your Kids

friendly destinations. 
Between the hands-
on exhibits, giant dis-
plays, and interactive 
science activities, kids 
can learn without fully 
realizing they’re learn-
ing. A true parenting 
victory.

Another classic sum-
mer outing is a visit to 
the Birmingham Zoo. 
Kids love seeing ani-
mals up close, and 
adults usually enjoy it 
too, even if they spend 
half the afternoon re-
minding everyone not 
to lean over railings or 
feed snacks to crea-
tures that absolutely 
should not have Gold-

fish crackers.
Of course, not every 

fun summer activity 
has to involve load-
ing everyone into the 
car with sunscreen, 
snacks, and vague op-
timism.

One easy at-home 
option is creating a 
backyard “campout” 
night. Pitch a tent, 
roast marshmallows, 
tell dramatic ghost 
stories that aren’t too 
emotionally damaging, 
and let the kids stay 
up later than usual. 
They’ll remember it for 
years.

Another surprisingly 
fun idea is a family 

“yes day” challenge — 
within reason, obvi-
ously. Let the kids 
help plan meals, pick 
games, or create silly 
backyard competi-
tions. Sometimes the 
simplest moments end 
up becoming the ones 
children remember 
most.

At the end of the 
day, summer doesn’t 
have to be perfect or 
expensive to matter. A 
little creativity, a little 
sunshine, and a will-
ingness to make time 
together can go a long 
way.

National Forests in 
Alabama invites 

community to 
participate in 

National Trails Day
The National For-

ests in Alabama in-
vites the public to 
participate in clean up 
events throughout Ala-
bama as we celebrate 
National Trails Day 
through events de-
signed to leave trails 
better than we find 
them.  

National Trails Day 
was established by the 
American Hiking Soci-
ety in 1993 and occurs 
annually on the first 
Saturday in June. It 
brings together federal 
land managers, part-
ners, and volunteers 
to celebrate trails and 
accomplish trail stew-
ardship projects to 
ensure they are safe, 
well-maintained, easy-
to-follow and acces-
sible. 

To celebrate, the 
Forest Service is des-
ignating June 6, 2026, 
as an additional rec-
reation Fee-Free Day, 
meaning all standard 
amenity recreation 
sites on Forest Service 
lands will be at no cost 
to the public. For all 
2026 Fee-Free Days 
on National Forest 
System lands and in-
formation, please visit 
our website. Fee Free 
Days applies only to 
standard amenity rec-
reation fees and does 
not waive expanded 
amenity fees, conces-
sionaire charges, res-
ervation fees, special 
recreation permit fees, 
or third-party costs un-
less separately autho-
rized.

“Our trails connect 
more than places — 
they connect people. 
On this fee free Na-
tional Trails Day, I en-
courage everyone to 
enjoy your national 
forest, and join us in 

leaving the land better 
than we found it,” said 
Forest Supervisor Lin-
wood Butler. 

We encourage local 
organizations to con-
tact their local ranger 
district to get details 
about the Adopt-a-Trail 
program, which en-
gages trained partners 
and volunteers who 
can independently 
steward National For-
est System trails. Par-
ticipants may maintain 
a specific trail or join a 
broader maintenance 
group. In some situa-
tions, organized trail 
partners may be well 
positioned to co-man-
age Adopt-a-Trail ef-
forts in coordination 
with Forest Service 
staff. 

Find a local National 
Trails Day event and 
join the nationwide 
movement. The For-
est Service is also en-
couraging all visitors 
to Take the #National-
TrailsDay Pledge and 
commit to leaving the 
trails better than you 
found them. If a lo-
cal event doesn't ex-
ist near you, consider 
hosting one in cooper-
ation with local Forest 
Service staff. 

The Forest Service-
managed trail system, 
at more than 165,000 
miles, is the largest 
public trails system in 
the U.S. with trailheads 
in nearly every state 
making recreation op-
portunities accessible 
to hike, bike, ATV, ride 
horseback, snowmo-
bile, snowshoe, etc. In 
2025, volunteers and 
partners accounted for 
more than 60 percent 
of all trail maintenance 
accomplishments, or 
nearly 26,000 miles. 



Bibb Medical Center 
spent the week doing 
something important: 
making sure employ-
ees know just how ap-
preciated they are.

Throughout the cel-
ebration, the hospi-
tal recognized team 
members whose years 
of dedication have 
helped shape both 
the organization and 
the care it provides to 
the community every 
day. Employees mark-
ing milestones ranging 
from five years of ser-
vice all the way to 30 
years were honored 
for their commitment, 
compassion, team-
work, and the count-
less hours they have 
invested into caring for 
patients across Bibb 
County.

In healthcare, lon-
gevity says a lot. Hos-
pitals rely on experi-
enced employees who 
not only understand 
the work itself, but also 
understand the people 
and communities they 
serve. Whether work-
ing directly with pa-
tients or helping op-

erations run behind 
the scenes, long-term 
employees help create 
the trust and consis-
tency that communi-
ties depend on.

One recognition 
stood out in a truly ex-
traordinary way.

Joe Underwood was 
honored for an incred-
ible 50 years of ser-
vice to Bibb Medical 
Center — a milestone 
few people in any pro-
fession ever reach. 
Five decades of dedi-
cation represents not 
only years worked, 
but generations of 
patients, coworkers, 
and families impacted 
along the way. His ser-
vice reflects a lifetime 
of commitment and 
leaves behind a lega-
cy that will continue to 
inspire others within 
the organization.

Hospital leaders 
shared their gratitude 
for every employee 
recognized during the 
celebration, noting 
that their efforts and 
dedication do not go 
unnoticed.

In a field that often 
demands long hours, 
sacrifice, and constant 
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy goes 
out to the fam-
ily of Eleita Dunlap 
Kinard, age 80, who 
passed away on 
Thursday, May 14, 
2026. Funeral ser-
vices were held on 
Tuesday, May 19, 
2026 at Pineview 
Baptist Church. Visi-
tation at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by a service 
at 11:00 a.m. Eleita 
was laid to rest in 
Kinard-Mathis Cem-
etery. She will be 
missed by her family 
and many friends. 

Sympathy goes 
out to the family of 
Kenny Wilson who 
passed away on 
May 15, 2026. Ser-
vices were held on 
Sunday, May 17, 
2026at Bolton Fu-
neral Home in Co-
lumbiana, AL. Kenny 
was laid to rest at 
Columbiana City 
Cemetery. He will 
be missed greatly by 
his family and many 
friends. 

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Glen Jr. 
& Karen Peak who 
recently celebrated 
their 46th wedding 
anniversary. 

The Joyful Hearts 
of Brent Baptist 
Church met on Mon-
day, May 18, 2026 
at 10:00 a.m. with 
lunch at the noon 
hour. 

Sincere sympathy 
goes out to the fami-
ly of Danny Franklin, 
age 75, who passed 
away on Friday, 
May 15, 2026 in the 
comfort of his own 
home. Danny will be 
missed by his family 
and friends. 

BCHS Class of 
1969 get together at 
Jim & Anita Head-

ley’s beautiful farm 
on Saturday, May 
16, 2026. So much 
fun with the best 
classmates and 
spouses with so 
much food. Thanks 
to Jim and Anita for 
hosting again. They 
know how to make 
you feel special. All 
looking forward to 
next get together. 

Our deepest sym-
pathy goes out to 
the family of John-
nie D. Creel who 
passed away on 
May 16, 2026 at the 
age of 90. Services 
were held on May 
23, 2026 at Rockco 
Funeral Home with 
burial to follow at 
Brent City Ceme-
tery. Johnnie will be 
greatly missed. 

Virginia Dean of 
Georgia visited re-
cently over the week-
end with Charlotte 
West. They attend-
ed the BCHS Class 
of 69 get together 
at the home of Jim 
and Anita Headley. 
While here they rode 
around Centreville 
for a while, remi-
niscing, went to visit 
Donnie, Susan and 
May McCalla, who 
graciously sang for 
them. Reporting a 
great visit and week-
end. 

Birthday wishes go 
out to several that 
have birthdays in 
May; Johnny Watts, 
Payton Murphy, 
Gloria McCary Pot-
ter, Dennis Horton, 
Amanda Lawley, 
Betsy Grahamn, 
Matthew Pipher, and 
Nellie Peak. 

If you have news 
call it in at (205) 316-
1181. Take care and 
God bless. 

BMC Celebrates Employees During Week 
of Appreciation and Service Recognition

care for others, taking 
time to celebrate em-
ployees matters. Bibb 
Medical Center spent 
the week reminding 
its staff that their work 
is valued — and that 

the people behind the 
scenes are every bit 
as important as the 
services the hospital 
provides.

Sydney Elam Graduates from 
Marion Military Institute

Marion Military Insti-
tute (MMI) congratu-
lates Sydney Elam 
of Centreville, AL, for 
earning an Associ-
ate's Degree on May 

8, 2026. A graduate 
of American Chris-
tian Academy, Elam 
was one of 85 cadets 
participating in the 
college's Commence-

ment Ceremony.
Educating lead-

ers since 1842, and a 
proud member of the 
Alabama Community 
College System, MMI 

enrolls a diverse popu-
lation of both civilian 
and military-track stu-
dents in an immersive 
leadership environ-
ment. 

The Town Council 
of the Town of West 
Blocton, Alabama met 
in a Regular Council 
Meeting at the Mu-
nicipal Building on 
Monday May 4, 2026, 
at 7:00pm. A quorum 
being present, Mayor 
Daniel Sims called the 
meeting to order at 
7:00 pm. Prayer was 
led by Glenn John-
son and Pledge of Al-
legiance was led by 
Blane Sherron. Roll 
Call was called by 
Brandy Fancher, Town 
Clerk.

Present: Eloise 
Ward, Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron, Kristen 
Nash Mayors Notes:

I.	 Proclamation 
Honoring Fred Lynch 
- Read and Presented 
to Family of Mr. Fred 
Lynch

2.	 Mayor Sims 
stated the Cahaba Lily 
Pageant went very 
well. Winners from 
each division are as 
follows: Miss Cahaba 
Lily • Emily Carden

Junior Miss �ahaba 
Lily - Maci Kornegay 
Young Miss Cahaba 
Lily -Arden Clements 
Little Miss Cahaba 
Lily- Della Bell

Tiny Miss Cahaba 
Lily - Caroline Gaither 
Petite Miss Cahaba 
Lily - Baylee Sims 
Baby Miss Cahaba 
Lily - Elizabeth Yancey

3.	 Old Timers Ball 
game and Fish Fry is 
set for 5-9-2026 at the 
High School softball 
field. Start time is 3pm

4.	 C a h a b a L i l y 
Festival is set for May 
16"' at 9am

Previous Council 
Meeting Minutes 4-20-
2026

Council member 
Blane Sherron made 
the motion to approve 
the previous Council 
Meeting Minutes for 
4-20-2026. Motion was 
seconded by Council 
member Eloise Ward. 
All in favor and motion 
so carried.

March 2026 Finan-
cials

Roll Call Vote was 
used to approve March 
2026 Financials

Yes- Eloise Ward. 
Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron and 
Kristen Nash Yes-5 
No-0

Water Clerk Hire
Council member 

Glenn Johnson made 
the motion to approve 
the hiring of Molly 
Nelson for the Water 
Clerk position. Starting 
pay $19 with benefits 
provided.'Motion was 
seconded by Council 
member Kristen Nash. 
All in favor and motion 
so carried.

Fish Fry Budget
Council member 

Blane Sherron made 
the motion to approve 
a budget of $2900.00 
for the Annual Fish 
Fry/Old Timers Game. 
Motion was seconded 
by Council member 
Stephanie Brasher. All 
in favor and motion so 
carried.

Vacation of road - 
Georgia Street/Tintop

Roll Call Vote was 
used to.approve pro-
ceeding with vacating 
a portion of 5th Ave SE 
that is south ofTintop 
Road. Yes- Eloise 
Ward, Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher. 
Blane Sherron and 
Kristen Nash

Yes-5 No-0

Police Department 
Report - Report pre-
sented by Chief Pete 

Hicks
Water Department 

Report - Report pre-
sented by Water Su-
per Jonathan Lawley 
Fire Department Re-
port- Report presented 
by Jake Price

District Reports:
District 1 - No Report
District 2 - Council 

member Glenn John-
son states there are 
places in the road on 
Rosa Park that needs 
to be looked at. Dis-
trict 3 - Council mem-
ber Stephanie Brasher 
mentioned that she 
had driven down Rose 
Lane and its pretty 
bad.

District 4-Council 
member Blane Sher-
ron asked for more 
side ann cutting to be 
done. He also wanted 
to mention at the end 
of Main Street close 
to Truman Aldrich that 
has a large asphalt 
spot that has been 
patched and needs 
to be smoothed and 
worked on.

 
District 5 - No Re-

port Citizens to Speak 
- None

WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date:  May 4, 2026	                      
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The Wheels of Justice
An Opinion Editorial

By Sheriff (Ret.) Huey ‘Hoss’ Mack

May Primary Answered 
Questions for Big Election Year

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

How many times 
have we heard or said 
that phrase, right?

When we do say it, 
we are referring to the 
justice of this world.  
Man-made and man-
delivered justice in this 
world.  It comes slowly 
and sometimes not at 
all.

In my career, I lost 
three murder trials.  
That was three out 
of many, many more.  
However, I remember 
them because I felt 
there was no justice 
obtained for the victim 
and their families.  Of 
course, I was disap-
pointed and angry. 
Even more agitat-
ing were the cases 
that could not even 
be brought before the 
court. I questioned 
myself, my investiga-
tive abilities, and won-
dered why. 

Not long ago, I was 
contacted by an inves-
tigator who was call-
ing on behalf of the 
granddaughter of one 
of those victims.  She 
was a child at the time 
of the murder, she felt 
the case was unsolved 
and wanted, you got it, 
justice. 

 
I want to remind you 

that there is justice in 
this world, but also be-
yond it.  In the book 
of Revelation, we are 
told there will be a 
time when all will face 
the final judgment, in-
cluding the prince of 
all evil.  

Jesus felt it was very 
important to mention 
you in his famous ser-
mon on the mount. 
Yes, you.  Matthew 
5:9, “Blessed are the 
PEACEMAKERS…..” 
You stand in the gap 
for this world and eter-
nity.  Keep up the fight.  
What may not be de-
livered in this world will 
surely be accounted 
for in the next.  

And on the eighth 
day, God created the 
Sheriff to be a Peace-
maker - stand in the 
gap, protect all, serve 
and protect those who 
need it, and above all, 
seek justice. (Hoss 
Mack version.) 

-Sheriff (Ret.) Huey 
‘Hoss’ Mack

Executive Director, 
Alabama Sheriffs As-
sociation

Add value, preach 
hope, and persist with-
out exception.

May 27, 2026:

The dust has settled from the 
momentous May 19 primaries, 
and there were very few sur-
prises in the statewide results.

The turnout was low, which 
has become the norm for mid-
term election years in Alabama. 
The 23% turnout was about 
what it was four years ago. 
There were close to 900,000 
votes cast. The partisan par-
ticipation was about 60% Re-
publican, and 40% Democrat-
ic, which parallels what the 
division of voter preference is 
in our state. This 60/40 split 
is right on course for what the 
results will be in the general 
election in November. This 
40% threshold for Democrats 
has been the standard for the 
past few decades, and it will 
probably not change this year. 
However, the Democrats have 
come to life this year. The past 
few gubernatorial elections, 
they have not even fielded a 
slate of candidates. They have 
secured a complete and quali-
fied and viable lineup of state 
candidates for the fall. How-
ever, the results will more than 
likely be the same – 40/60.

Winning the Republican Pri-
mary is tantamount to election 
in the Heart of Dixie. The win-
ners of the GOP primaries for 
the statewide office on May 
19 will move on to a perfunc-
tory coronation on November 
3. However, the most interest-
ing and competitive races will 
be decided on June 16 in the 
primary runoff elections.

The Governor’s race was 
never in doubt. Coach Sena-
tor Tommy Tuberville coasted 
to an expectant landslide vic-
tory against two unknown GOP 
aspirants. He got an amaz-
ing 86% of the vote without 
spending any of his campaign 
fund. He has $10 million in his 
campaign war chest, which he 

will use to destroy the hapless 
Doug Jones in the Fall. 

One of the most impressive 
performances of the May 19 
primary was turned in by for-
mer GOP Chairman John Wahl 
in the Lt. Governor’s race. He 
led an eight-person field with 
41% of the vote. He will meet 
the presumptive front runner, 
Wes Allen, in the runoff, who 
got 38%. Their runoff contest 
will be one of the best on June 
16. Wahl’s dynamic success 
was fueled by the big bucks 
Club for Growth along with the 
Trump endorsement. These 
two dynamics will continue to 
be with him in the runoff. This 
combo is tough to beat.

The Attorney General’s race 
resulted in the way that the 
late polling portended. Kather-
ine Robertson led Jay Mitchell 
40% to 35%. Blount County 
District Attorney Pamela Casey 
got a strong 25% of the vote. It 
will be interesting to see where 
her votes land in the June 16 
runoff between Mitchell and 
Robertson.

The Agriculture Commission-
er’s race came out as was ex-
pected. The three-person race 
was between three unknown, 
but well-qualified candidates. 
Christina Woerner McInnis and 
Corey Hill finished in a dead 
heat with 35% each and will 
head to a June 16 runoff.

Veteran State politico Jim 
Zeigler led a four-person field 
for a seat on the Public Ser-
vice Commission. He received 
an impressive 45% of the vote 
to second plan finisher Chris 
Beeker’s 24%. They will meet 
again in the June 16 runoff.

In the other Public Service 
Commission race, Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry, 
walloped his fellow Cullman 
Countian incumbent Public 
Service Commissioner Jeremy 

Oden by an impressive 75% to 
25% margin.

Young Boozer coasted to an 
unprecedented fourth term as 
State Treasurer with a 68% to 
32% victory over Steve Lolley.

State Auditor Andrew Sorrell 
matched Boozer with a 68% to 
32% victory over Derek Chen, 
even though he was outspent 
10 to 1.

Caroleene Dobson won the 
Secretary of State race over 
two opponents. She received 
an impressive 66% of the vote.

The marque race of the year 
is for the open U.S. Senate 
Seat being vacated by Senator 
Tuberville. The results mirrored 
the polling in the weeks leading 
up to the May 19 primary. As 
expected, Congressman Barry 
Moore led with 40% of the vote. 
His challengers, Attorney Gen-
eral Steve Marshall and former 
Navy Seal Jared Hudson, fin-
ished in a dead heat for second 
with 25% each. Hudson edged 
Marshall out of the runoff by 
an eyelash. However, the Club 
for Growth money and Trump 
endorsement will propel Barry 
Moore to an easy victory on 
June 16.

The real victor of the May 
19 primary is one Donald J. 
Trump. The Trump endorse-
ment continues to be golden in 
the Heart of Dixie. His endorse-
ment propelled John Wahl, 
Tommy Tuberville, and Barry 
Moore into impressive victors.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s 
leading political columnist. 
His weekly column appears 
in over 60 Alabama newspa-
pers. He served 16 years in 
the state legislature. Steve 
may be reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“Rock of Ages ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few hymns have offered com-
fort to generations of believers 
quite like Rock of Ages. Written 
by Augustus M. Toplady and lat-
er set to music by Thomas Hast-
ings, the beloved hymn remains 
one of the most recognizable ex-
pressions of personal faith and 
salvation in Christian hymnody.

Unlike many hymns written for 
congregational worship using 
words like “we” and “our,” “Rock 
of Ages” is deeply personal in 
tone. The lyrics focus on the in-
dividual soul’s dependence on 
God, repeatedly using “I” and 
“me” to emphasize personal re-
demption and grace. That inti-
mate approach has helped the 
hymn resonate across genera-
tions and denominations.

According to popular legend, 
Toplady was inspired to write 
the hymn after being caught 
in a violent storm while travel-
ing through Burrington Combe 
in England. Seeking shelter in 

a cleft within the rocky gorge, 
he supposedly began compos-
ing the words that would later 
become “Rock of Ages.” While 
historians debate whether the 
event truly happened, the story 
has endured for centuries. To-
day, a plaque marks the location 
and reads: “Rock of Ages: This 
rock derives its name from the 
well known hymn written about 
1762 by the Rev A M Toplady 
who was inspired whilst shelter-
ing in this cleft during a storm.”

The hymn’s lasting influence 
continued well into modern 
times. The 1950 Latter-day Saint 
hymnal included a women’s 
voices arrangement before later 
returning the hymn to standard 
four-part congregational harmo-
ny in the 1985 hymnal.

More than two centuries later, 
“Rock of Ages” still stands as 
a timeless reminder of refuge, 
grace, and steadfast faith in 
life’s storms.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 
1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 
ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 

more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor 

oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.denta l50p lus .
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-

peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a free 

quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  
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NEWS
Historic Tuscaloosa Reveals Speaker Lineup 
for 2026 Lecture Series at Jemison Mansion

TUSCALOOSA, 
Ala. (05/20/2026) 
- Historic 
Tuscaloosa has 
announced the 
2026 schedule for 
its annual Summer 
Lecture Series, re-
turning to the his-
toric Jemison–Van 
de Graaff Mansion. 
This year’s series 
will commemorate 
America’s 250th 
birthday through 
engaging presen-
tations focused on 
American history, 
heritage, and com-
munity.

H i s t o r i c 
Tuscaloosa is 
proud to partici-
pate in the nation-
wide celebration of 
the United States 
Semi quincenten-
nial, reflecting on 
the nation’s past 
while inspiring fu-
ture generations 
through education-
al programming 
and community en-
gagement.

“As our nation 
approaches its 
250th anniversa-
ry, we believe it is 
important to cre-
ate opportunities 
for thoughtful con-
versations about 
our shared his-
tory,” said William 
Hawkins, Execu-
tive Director of His-

toric Tuscaloosa. 
“This lecture se-
ries honors the 
past while encour-
aging future gen-
erations to remain 
engaged with the 
stories that define 
America. It also 
comes at a mean-
ingful time for His-
toric Tuscaloosa, 
as the Old Tavern 
— one of the his-
toric homes we op-
erate and maintain 
— will celebrate its 
200th anniversary 
in 2027.”

The lecture se-
ries will feature 
three presenta-
tions held through-
out the summer. 
Each lecture will 
begin at 5:30 p.m., 
with a pre-lecture 
gathering begin-
ning at 5:00 p.m. 
Admission is free 
and open to the 
public.

All lectures will 
take place on the 
main floor of the 
Jemison–Van de 
Graaff Mansion, 
located at 1305 
Greensboro Ave-
nue in Tuscaloosa.

Lecture Dates 
are June 25, 2026, 
July 23, 2026, and 
August 27, 2026.

On June 25, His-
toric Tuscaloosa 
will welcome Jus-

tice Greg Cook, 
who will present 
“Unders tand ing 
How A Revolution 
Started and How 
It Changed After It 
Succeeded.”

The lecture will 
explore the causes 
of the American 
Revolution and the 
development of 
the United States 
Constitution fol-
lowing indepen-
dence. Drawing 
in part from Gor-
don Wood’s book 
Power and Liberty: 
Constitutionalism 
in the American 
Revolution, Justice 
Cook will discuss 
why the United 
States adopted 
a constitutional 
framework with a 
relatively strong 
national govern-
ment and how it 
differed from the 
English system de-
spite surface simi-
larities.

The July 23 lec-
ture will feature 
Walter Allen pre-
senting “Colonial 
Surveying in Amer-
ica: 1730s–1795.”

Allen’s presen-
tation will exam-
ine the evolution 
of surveying and 
land ownership in 
colonial America, 
beginning with an-

cient surveying 
practices in Egypt 
and medieval Eu-
rope before trac-
ing their influence 
in the New World. 
Topics will include 
township develop-
ment in the colo-
nies, the use of 
Gunter’s chain, 
Revolutionary War 
land pensions, the 
Point of Beginning 
in East Liverpool, 
Ohio, and stories 
connected to Rob-
ert Steele from 
Allen’s published 
works.

The final lecture 
on August 27 will 
feature Luisa Kay 
Reyes presenting 
“The World Turned 
Upside Down” – 
Songs and Ballads 
from the American 
Revolution.

Reyes will explore 
the music and bal-
lads popular dur-
ing the Revolution-
ary era, including 
works by compos-
ers such as Handel 
and Haydn, as well 
as colonial protest 
songs and broad-
sides. Her presen-
tation will discuss 
how music shaped 
public sentiment 
during the Revolu-
tion, how familiar 
folk melodies were 
adapted to support 

the Patriot cause, 
and how military 
bands influenced 
colonial audiences 
despite growing 
resentment toward 
British occupation.

H i s t o r i c 
Tuscaloosa en-
courages the com-
munity to attend 
this special series 
honoring 250 years 
of American history 
and culture.

For additional in-
formation, visit His-
toric Tuscaloosa 
or follow the orga-
nization on social 
media.

HISTORIC TUS-
CALOOSA: His-
toric Tuscaloosa 
is a nonprofit or-
ganization that 
fosters an appre-
ciation and aware-
ness of the city's 
historical and cul-

tural heritage. His-
toric Tuscaloosa 
chronicles its rich 
history through its 
research archives, 
exhibits, and edu-
cational programs. 
For more infor-
mation about His-
toric Tuscaloosa, 
please visit www.
historictuscaloosa.
org and follow us 
at www.facebook.
com/HistoricTus-
caloosa.

(205) 758-
2238 | www.
historictuscaloosa.
org | P.O. Box 
1665, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35403
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Free “Today’s Mom” Classes Coming to 
Woodstock Community Library

Expectant mothers 
in Bibb County will 
soon have an oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about nutrition, well-
ness, and healthy hab-
its during pregnancy 
through a new free 
program offered by the 
Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System.

The “Today’s Mom” 
class series will take 
place at the Wood-
stock Community Li-
brary from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on May 
26, June 2, June 9, 
June 16, June 23, and 
June 30.

Designed specifi-
cally for moms-to-be, 
the program offers six 
easy-to-follow lessons 
focused on how nutri-
tion, physical activity, 
and everyday lifestyle 
choices can support 
both a baby’s develop-
ment and a mother’s 
overall well-being. The 
classes are complete-
ly free to attend and 
are led by Bibb County 
Extension Nutrition 
Educator Kaleigha 
Jemison.

Programs like this 
can make a meaningful 
difference for growing 
families, especially for 
first-time mothers who 
may feel overwhelmed 
by the amount of in-
formation surrounding 

pregnancy and infant 
care. Having access 
to practical guidance, 
community support, 
and local resources 
in a welcoming set-
ting can help make the 
journey into mother-
hood feel a little less 
intimidating.

There is also an add-
ed incentive for partici-
pants who attend all 
six classes: a free in-
fant car seat.

The classes are part 
of the Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Educa-
tion Program through 
Alabama Extension, 
which works to help in-
dividuals and families 
make informed deci-
sions about nutrition 
and healthy living.

Community mem-
bers with questions 
about the program can 
contact Kaleigha Jemi-
son at 334-919-7889 
or kjj0034@auburn.
edu. Additional acces-
sibility information is 
available through the 
Bibb County Exten-
sion Office at 205-926-
4310.

For many families, 
support starts long 
before a baby arrives 
— and programs like 
“Today’s Mom” help 
ensure local mothers 
have access to educa-
tion, encouragement, 
and resources every 
step of the way.
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