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Local Veterans Honor Fallen Service
Members During Memorial Day

BY CANDACE JOHNSON

Memorial Day is a time
to honor those who gave
their lives while protect-
ing our country. Veterans
remain an important part
of our nation’s history,
and | had the privilege
of speaking with sever-
al local veterans to hear
stories of those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice.

William Holifield, a vet-
eran who lives in Brent,
highlighted the legacy of
William Gardner Jr., who
lost his life during the
Battle of Fire Base Mary
Ann in South Vietnam.
Holifield said his fami-
ly was close to Gardner
and that his loss deeply
affected the community.
“I remember the day he
died and the day of his
funeral,” Holifield said.
Gardner died in Febru-
ary 1971 and was later
honored with the naming

of the William Gardner
Jr. Bridge on Highway 25
in Brent. During the dedi-
cation ceremony, several
members of Gardner’s
platoon, including men
who served alongside
him in Vietnam, attended
to pay their respects. Ho-
lifield said Vietnam vet-
erans deserve greater
recognition for the sacri-
fices they made, adding,
“When | see a Vietham
veteran, | tell them they
are my hero, because
what those guys went
through... they didn’t get
the recognition they de-
serve.”

Another fallen home-
town hero remembered
by local veterans was
Billy Jackson. Jackson
served alongside Holif-
ield’s brother-in-law, and
Holifield reflected on the
type of soldier and per-
son he was. “He was a
pretty squared-away sol-
dier,” Holifield said.

A.J. Stabler served
four years in the Ma-
rines before spending
38 years with the Ala-
bama National Guard.
Stabler knows firsthand
the devastating impact of
losing a loved one in ser-
vice. His cousin, Arthur
Jackson, lost his life in a
truck accident during the
Persian Gulf War after
serving 18 years in the
Army. Stabler described
Jackson as friendly and
kind-hearted. “I grew
up with him, but we
were just like brothers,”
he said. Following his
death, Jackson was hon-
ored with a large funeral
in Brent, and members of
his unit from Fort Camp-
bell later returned to hold
a memorial service in his
honor. Stabler said he
wishes Bibb County did
more to recognize its vet-
erans and fallen soldiers,
adding that local heroes
deserve more opportu-

nities to be remembered
and celebrated.

Nate Royal served in
the United States Ma-
rine Corps from 1974 to
2004. At 18 years old, he
participated in refugee
evacuation efforts near
the end of the Vietham

War. Royal said some of
his proudest moments
came from mentoring
young Marines as a
drill instructor at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island and later
as an ROTC instructor
at Prairie View A&M Uni-

versity. He said military
service teaches disci-
pline, leadership, and
unity, and hopes civilians
remember the sacrifices
military families make,
including missed time
with loved ones.

Memorial Day: The History Behind
America’s Day of Remembrance
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REMEMBER AND HONOR

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

“That Nation which
respects and honors its
dead, shall ever be re-
spected and honored it-
self.”

Those words, spoken
by Brevet Lieut.-Col.
Edmund B. Whitman in
1868, continue to cap-
ture the spirit behind
Memorial Day more than
150 years later.

Observed each year on
the last Monday in May,
Memorial Day stands as
the nation’s foremost an-
nual day to mourn and
honor the men and wom-
en who died while serv-
ing in the United States
military. While today the
holiday often signals the

unofficial start of sum-
mer, its roots are deeply
tied to sacrifice, grief, re-
membrance, and nation-
al healing.

Originally known as
Decoration Day, the hol-
iday emerged in the dif-
ficult years surrounding
the Civil War. In com-
munities across both the
North and South, people
gathered to decorate sol-
diers’ graves with flow-
ers during springtime
memorial observances.
Black and white Amer-
icans alike participated
in these acts of remem-
brance, honoring loved
ones and fallen soldiers
after one of the bloodiest
conflicts in American his-
tory.

The tradition of placing

*****

flowers on graves itself
stretches back centu-
ries, with similar prac-
tices documented from
Classical Roman times
through nineteenth-cen-
tury Europe. But after
the Civil War, the custom
took on new national sig-
nificance in America.
One of the earliest
known memorial ob-
servances took place
in Boalsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, in October 1864,
when three women dec-
orated the graves of fall-
en soldiers. Another his-
torically significant event
occurred in Charleston,
South Carolina, on May
1, 1865, when Black
freedmen and white ab-
olitionist allies honored
Union soldiers buried at

the “Martyrs of the Race
Course” cemetery.

At the same time,
women in  Columbus,
Georgia, were helping
shape what would be-
come Memorial Day as
Americans know it to-
day. In March 1866, the
Ladies Memorial As-
sociation of Columbus
launched a campaign
calling for a designat-
ed day to decorate the
graves of Civil War sol-
diers with flowers. Sec-
retary Mary Ann Williams
urged communities to
establish a tradition that
would “be handed down
through time.”

Their chosen obser-
vance date was April 26,
1866. However, a simi-
lar event in Columbus,
Mississippi, held one
day earlier led to on-
going historical debate
over which city hosted
the first official memorial
observance. Regardless
of location, these South-
ern memorial gatherings
honoring both Confeder-
ate and Union dead be-
came an important step
toward national reconcili-
ation after the war.

The movement eventu-
ally caught the attention
of General John A. Lo-
gan, commander-in-chief
of the Grand Army of the
Republic, an influential
Union veterans organi-
zation. On May 5, 1868,
Logan issued General
Orders No. 11, formally
establishing a national
Memorial Day dedicat-

ed to remembering war
dead and decorating
their graves with flowers.

The order transformed
scattered local traditions
into a national responsi-
bility.

Logan had witnessed
the growing practice of
memorial observances
and understood the emo-
tional importance behind
them. His wife, Mary Lo-
gan, later wrote that she
encouraged him to adopt
the Southern custom
of decorating soldiers’
graves after visiting a
Confederate cemetery in
Virginia. Logan believed
Union soldiers deserved
the same enduring re-
membrance.

Over time, Decoration
Day gradually became
known more commonly
as Memorial Day. After
World War 1, the obser-
vance expanded to hon-
or Americans who died in
all wars, not just the Civil
Warr.

Patriotic organizations
also helped preserve
the meaning of the hol-
iday. The Woman’'s Re-
lief Corps, chartered
in 1883 as an auxiliary
to the Grand Army of
the Republic, played a
major role in maintain-
ing memorial traditions.
Members gathered flow-
ers, created wreaths,
decorated graves, and
worked to preserve Gen-
eral Logan’s Memorial
Day message for future
generations.

In the 1920s and

1930s, the organization
placed bronze memorial
tablets featuring Logan’s
image and General Or-
ders No. 11 in court-
houses, schools, state
houses, and cemeteries
throughout the country.
Many of those memori-
als still stand today.

In more recent years,
efforts have continued
to preserve the spirit of
remembrance behind
the holiday. In December
2000, Congress estab-
lished the National Mo-
ment of Remembrance
through the National Mo-
ment of Remembrance
Act. The commission en-
courages Americans to
pause at 3:00 p.m. local
time each Memorial Day
for one minute of silence
to honor those who died
in service to the nation.

Though Memorial Day
traditions have evolved
over generations, the
heart of the holiday re-
mains unchanged. It is
a day set aside to re-
member sacrifice, honor
courage, and recognize
the cost of the freedoms
Americans enjoy every
day.

More than a century
and a half later, the im-
pulse that first inspired
communities to place
flowers on  soldiers’
graves still endures — a
quiet but powerful re-
minder that those who
gave their lives in service
to the country are not for-
gotten.
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A Day of Solemn Remembrance: The Enduring Meaning of Memorial Day

BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

As Americans pre-
pare for the long
weekend that unof-
ficially kicks off sum-
mer, Memorial Day
stands apart as a
time for profound re-
flection rather than
mere relaxation.
Observed on the
last Monday in May,
the federal holiday
honors the men and
women of the U.S.
Armed Forces who
made the ultimate
sacrifice-giving their
lives in service to the
nation. It is a day of
mourning, gratitude,
and civic renewal,
rooted in the blood-
soaked soil of the
American Civil War.

The origins of Me-
morial Day trace
back to the years
immediately follow-
ing the Civil War, a
conflict that claimed
more than 620,000
lives-roughly 2 per-
cent of the U.S. pop-
ulation at the time. In
the war's aftermath,
communities across
the divided nation
began spontane-
ously decorating the
graves of fallen sol-
diers with flowers,
wreaths, and flags.

These early ob-
servances, often
called "Decoration
Day," emerged from
a shared human im-
pulse to honor the
dead and seek heal-
ing.

One of the earliest
recorded events oc-
curred in Charleston,
South Carolina, in
1865, when former-
ly enslaved people
and Union support-
ers transformed a
former Confederate
prison and racetrack
into a proper burial
ground for Union sol-
diers and held a pro-
cession with flowers
and patriotic songs.
Other towns, includ-
ing Columbus, Geor-
gia, and Waterloo,
New York, also laid

claim to early ob-
servances. In 1966,
President  Lyndon
B. Johnson officially
recognized Waterloo
as the "birthplace"
of Memorial Day for
its community-wide
event in 1866.

The holiday gained
national prominence
on May 5, 1868,
when Major Gen-
eral John A. Logan,
commander-in-chief
of the Grand Army of
the Republic (GAR)-
a powerful organiza-
tion of Union veter-
ans-issued General
Order No. 11. It des-
ignated May 30 as
a day for "strewing
with flowers or other-
wise decorating the
graves of comrades
who died in defense
of their country." The
first large-scale na-
tional  observance
took place that year
at Arlington National
Cemetery, where
thousands gathered
to honor both Union
and Confederate
dead. Congressman
James Garfield, a
future president, de-
livered a moving ad-
dress.

Initially ~ focused
on Civil War casual-
ties, Decoration Day

evolved after World
War | to commemo-
rate all American
service members
who died in any war.
The name gradually
shifted to Memorial
Day. In 1968, Con-
gress passed the
Uniform Monday
Holiday Act, mov-
ing the observance
to the last Monday
in May to create a
three-day weekend
for federal employ-
ees. It became a fed-
eral holiday in 1971.

Purpose and Civ-
ic Meaning

At its core, Memo-
rial Day serves as
a collective act of
national memory.
It reminds citizens
that freedom is not
free and that the
blessings of liberty
come at a profound
cost. Families visit
cemeteries, placing
flags and flowers on
graves. The nation
observes a moment
of silence at 3 p.m.
local time. Parades,
ceremonies at na-
tional memorials,
and the sounding
of "Taps" at military
sites underscore the
day's solemnity.
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Civically, Memorial
Day reinforces the
social contract be-
tween the American
people and those
who defend them.
It fosters gratitude,
promotes civic edu-
cation about sacri-
fice and duty, and
encourages reflec-
tion on the values-
liberty, justice, and
democracy-for which
service members
fought. In an era of
increasing polar-
ization, the holiday
transcends politics,
uniting communi-
ties in shared rever-
ence for those who
died so that others
might live in peace
and freedom. It also
highlights the ongo-
ing need to support
Gold Star families,
the loved ones left
behind.

Contrasting with
Veterans Day

While often con-
flated in casual con-
versation, Memorial
Day and Veterans
Day honor distinct
groups and carry dif-
ferent tones. Memo-
rial Day specifically
mourns those who
died in military ser-

vice-whether in com-
bat, training, or as
a result of wounds
sustained. It is a day

of solemn remem-
brance and mourn-
ing.

Veterans Day, ob-
served on Novem-
ber 11, honors all
who have served
honorably in the
U.S. military-living
anddeceased-dur-
ing times of war or
peace. Originally Ar-
mistice Day, marking
the end of World War
| on the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the
11th month in 1918,
it was renamed in
1954 to recognize
the broader veteran
community. Where
Memorial Day fea-
tures moments of si-
lence and grave dec-

orations, Veterans
Day often includes
parades, speeches

thanking living vet-
erans, and expres-
sions of appreciation
for their service.

In short: Memorial
Day is for those who
never came home;
Veterans Day thanks
those who did. Con-
fusing the two can
diminish the unique
grief reserved for the
fallen. As one com-

mon saying puts it,
Memorial Day re-
members those who
gave all; Veterans
Day honors those
who gave some.

A Timeless Call

Today, as the Unit-
ed States faces new
global challenges,
Memorial Day's
message remains vi-
tal. It calls on citizens
not only to remem-
ber the dead but to
live worthy of their
sacrifice-through
informed civic en-
gagement, support
for military families,
and a commitment
to the ideals that de-
fine the nation.

This Memorial
Day, amid back-
yard barbecues and
beach trips, pause
to reflect. Visit a
cemetery, attend a
service, or simply fly
the flag at half-staff
until noon. In doing
so, Americans reaf-
firm that the fallen
are not forgotten and
that their legacy en-
dures in a grateful
republic.
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy  goes
out to the family of
Douglas  McArthur
Tidwell, age 84 of
Perry County, who
passed away on
Tuesday, May 5,
2026. Services were
held on Tuesday,
May 12, 2026 at
Bethlehem Method-
ist Church in Hei-
berger, AL at 11:00
a.m. Douglas will
be laid to rest in the
adjoining cemetery.
Mack will be missed
greatly by his family
and many friends.

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Larry
and Vicki Speights
who will celebrate
their  47thjwedding
anniversary on May
24, 2026.

We wish to extend
sincere sympathy to
the family of Linda
Arnold Cox, 81, who
passed away on May
7, 2026. Services
were held on Mon-
day, May 11, 2026 at
1:30 p.m. with visi-
tation from Noon to
1:30 at Brent Baptist
Church. Burial fol-
lowed at Pineland
Memorial Cemetery.
Linda was a very
special lady and will
be missed by her
family and many
friends.

Birthday wishes go
out to several that
have birthdays in
May; Kelli Shofner,
Mattie Ree McMil-
lan, Careol Murphy,
Clyde Crocker, Shir-
ley McCool Stamps,
Eric Green, Donna
Mitchell, Amy Mur-

phy, Connie John-
son, Mason Pipher,
Henry Suttle and Sa-
vannah McGee.

Homecoming  will
be held at Bethle-
hem Baptist Church
on May 24, 2026
from 10:30 a.m. il
2:30 p.m. Everyone
is cordially invited to
attend.

Those enjoying
Mother’'s Day with
Larry and Vicki Spei-
ghts were children
and grandchildren,
Laura  Blumenfeld
and daughter Lily,
Casey and Stacie
Brewer and sons
Phoenix and Jonah.
All had a great time
with delicious food,
fun, and fellowship.

Charlotte Lovelady
West spent Mother’s
Day with children
and grandchildren,
Hilary and Paul
Perry and family at
Hoover. After a deli-
cious lunch and des-
sert it was swimming
or sitting by the pool,
all enjoying the day.

On Tuesday May
12, 2026 Charlotte
West met two of her
college friends from
Troy days at The Oak
Tavern in Prattville,
Martha Graham and
Joyce Murphy. Af-
ter a delicious lunch
they moved out to
the deck overlook-
ing the golf course,
reporting a delightful
afternoon.

If you have news
callitin at (205) 316-
1181. Take care and
God bless.

Bibb County Community Baby
Shower Aims to Support Local
Families and Expectant Parents

shower where community members can drop off ne
unused baby items to support families in Bibb C

EVIENTS BY SQUARE]

to support expectant mothers and
fathers in our area

[Jumne 1, 2026 | 10 AWM - 12

We will have educational opportunities and community
exhibitors available to provide helpful resources for paren
and families. We will also host a drive-thru donation
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The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and
Auburn University) is an equal opportunity educator, employer, and provider. If
you need a reasonable accommodation or free language access services, contact

Michelle Giddens at (205) 926-4310 or mcg0046@aces.edu by May 28, 2026.

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

It's often said that
raising a child takes a
village, and in commu-
nities like Bibb County,
that idea still matters
deeply — especially
for expectant parents
who may be walking
the road to parenthood
feeling overwhelmed,
uncertain, or even
alone.

On June 11 from

- AT W

10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m., the Bibb Coun-
ty Community Baby
Shower will bring lo-
cal families, organiza-
tions, and community
resources together
for a morning cen-
tered around support,
encouragement, and
practical help for par-
ents and parents-to-
be.

Hosted at Events
by Square 1 in Brent,

W ¢ /LT

the event is designed
to support expectant
mothers and fathers
throughout the area by
connecting them with
educational opportuni-
ties, helpful resources,
and community exhibi-
tors focused on family
wellness and parent-
ing support.

While baby showers
are often filled with tiny
socks, gift bags, and
enough pastel colors

to temporarily over-
whelm the senses,
events like this also
serve a much bigger
purpose. They remind
parents that they are
not expected to do ev-
erything on their own.

That sense of com-
munity can make an
enormous difference,
particularly for moth-
ers navigating preg-
nancy or early par-
enthood without a
strong support system
around them. Some-
times simply knowing
there are people will-
ing to help, listen, and
provide resources can
ease some of the fear
and isolation that often
comes with major life
transitions.

In addition to the
educational opportu-
nities available during
the event, organizers
will also host a drive-
thru donation shower
where community
members can drop off
new and unused baby
items to help support
local families in need.

The event will take
place at Events by
Square 1, located at
10450 Highway 5 in
Brent.

Community mem-
bers interested in sup-
porting Bibb County
families, whether by
attending, donating, or
simply helping spread
the word, have an op-
portunity to be part of
something meaning-
ful: neighbors helping
neighbors during one
of life’s biggest jour-
neys.

Fresh Finds and Familiar Faces Return as
BMC Market Opens for the Summer Season

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Summer market
season is officially un-
derway, and the BMC
Market is once again
bringing together lo-
cal farmers, makers,
small businesses, and
food vendors each
Wednesday afternoon
in a way that feels a
little bit like a commu-
nity gathering and a
little bit like an excuse
to buy homemade
desserts before din-
ner. Which, honestly,
is part of the charm.

The market, held ev-
ery Wednesday from
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
from May 6 through

EVERY WEDNESDAY

2:00PM -

MAY 6TH -

August 26, has already
kicked off with a strong
start for the season.
Early market days fea-
tured an great lineup
of local vendors offer-
ing everything from
fresh produce and
farm goods to well-
ness products, plants,
handmade items, and
sweet treats.
Community mem-
bers who stopped by
during the opening
weeks had the chance
to shop with vendors
including Tabernacle
Farms, AW Produce,
C&J Farms, Plant
Soul, Angel Holly’s
Naturals, Sustain Me,
Essence Wellness,
Natural Infusion of Joy,

and Whipped Tempta-
tions.

Of course, no sum-
mer market is com-
plete  without food
trucks, and the first
few Wednesdays de-
livered there too. Ven-
dors like 9:59 Sweets &
Treats, Veterans Cafe,
and The Squeeze Bar
helped keep shoppers
well-fed, caffeinated,
sugared-up, and ap-
propriately  hydrated
with fresh lemonade
while browsing the
booths.

One of the things
that continues to make
the BMC Market spe-
cial is the simple fact
that it gives people
a place to gather.

6:00PM

AUG 26TH

Neighbors run into
neighbors. Local busi-
nesses get support.
Someone inevitably
leaves with tomatoes
they didn’t particularly
plan on buying and at
least one dessert they
definitely did plan on
buying.

Even though a few
market days have al-
ready passed, there
are still plenty of
Wednesdays left this
summer for communi-
ty members to stop by,
shop local, grab a bite
to eat, and enjoy an af-
ternoon supporting the
people who help make
Bibb County feel like
home.
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An Opinion Editorial
By Paul DeMarco

The 2026 election
cycle in Alabama will
be one for the record
books.

First, let’s look at the
ballots. By the time
voters are done go-
ing to the polls, Ala-
bama will be sending
a slew of new leaders
to both Montgomery
and Washington D.C.
Almost every Alabama
constitutional office
will turn over due to
term limits, which does
not usually happen
during the same elec-
tion period. This really
is a change election in
the state this year that
will mean new priori-
ties and different state
agency heads when it
comes to the gover-
nance for Alabama. So
come January of 2027,
there will be an almost
complete overhaul of
officials getting sworn
into office.

Secondly, this will
be an unusual election
cycle because the top
two candidates for Ala-
bama Governor have
already faced off once
before in an election.
Democrat Doug Jones
and Republican Tom-
my Tuberville fought it
out six years ago for
a seat to represent
Alabama in the United
States Senate, that Tu-
berville ultimately won.
Now they will likely be
squaring off in Novem-

ber to see who will be
the next governor of
Alabama. Senator Tu-
berville has the edge
in the ruby-red state
for certain, but there
will be a lot of monies
pouring into both cam-
paigns between now
and the general elec-
tion in the fall.

Finally, because of a
redistricting battle be-
ing fought out in the
Courts, it looks like
there will be another
party primary for four
of Alabama’s congres-
sional seats come Au-
gust, meaning voters
will have an extra op-
portunity to mark their
ballots for new districts
for candidates running
for the U.S. House of
Representatives. The
legal issues are still
being litigated with fed-
eral judges, so there
are a lot of moving
parts. Democrats are
still trying to keep two
of Alabama’s seven
seats in their hands,
but Republicans want
an all GOP delegation.

So gear up for a busy
and historic campaign
season this year.

Paul DeMarco, a
native of Alabama,
is a former mem-
ber of the Alabama
State House of Rep-
resentatives and can
be found on X at @
Paul_DeMarco.

May 20, 2026:

The 2026 Regular Legislative
Session has concluded. This is
an election year in Alabama. In
an election year, it is common
to see lawmakers introduce
bills that create friendly head-
lines but do little to impact the
health and welfare of their con-
stituents.

State Representative David
Faulkner of Mountain Brook
bucked that trend in impres-
sive fashion when he decided
to file and pass a bill to create
common sense regulations for
Alabama’s overnight summer
camps.

House Bill 381, also known
as the Sarah Marsh Heaven’'s
27 Act, was recently signed into
law by Governor Kay Ivey, af-
ter receiving nearly unanimous
support in the Alabama Legis-
lature. The legislation is named
after young Sarah Marsh of
Birmingham, who was tragi-
cally killed in the Texas floods
at Camp Mystic last summer.
Her parents, Jill and Patrick
Marsh, met with Representa-
tive Faulkner late last year to
discuss the lack of oversight
of Alabama overnight camps.
When the idea of filing legisla-
tion was discussed, David did
not hesitate to fully commit to
the effort.

The limited oversight of
these camps would truly sur-
prise many readers. This lack
of oversight does not neces-
sarily mean they are operat-
ing unsafely. In fact, Alabama
is blessed to have many fine
camp operations in the state,

Inside the Statehouse

By Steve Flowers

from the Baldwin County coast
to the mountains of Mentone.
Our children have been truly
enriched by their experiences
at these camps and will con-
tinue to be for many years to
come. The Sarah Marsh Heav-
ens 27 Act simply codifies the
need for these camps to have
adequate safety plans, staff
background checks, and other
commonsense licensure re-
quirements. Thankfully, most of
these tasks are already being
done by the camps.

Another strong element of
the bill is an expert-led ad-
visory council to assist the
Alabama Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, who is tasked
with implementing the licens-
ing requirements of the bill.
On this portion, Rep. Faulkner
spent dozens of hours ne-
gotiating with a wide array of
stakeholders from around the
state, including camp owners.
Local emergency management
officials play a crucial role in
planning for potential weather
disasters, and their voice is
critical in these discussions.
They are truly heroes.

As the Vice Chairman of the
powerful Rules Committee,
David is often called upon by
Speaker Ledbetter and other
House leaders to either medi-
ate legislation or draft amend-
ments and substitutes to im-
prove a bill before it reaches
the floor. His background as
a seasoned litigation attorney
serves him in this role. Beyond
the camp safety effort, Faulkner
has not shied away from spon-
soring other very important and
monumental legislative acts.

Recently, Rep. Faulkner
passed another significant and
poignant legislative act. He
sponsored the monumental
Lulu’'s Law — a measure aimed
at enhancing beach safety by
establishing a shark alert sys-
tem for Mobile and Baldwin
Counties. The Act was named
in honor of Lulu Gribbin, a
15-year-old from Mountain
Brook who survived a shark at-
tack off the coast of Florida dur-
ing the summer of 2024. Lulu
and her parents are some of
Faulkner’s constituents. Lulu’s
Law is one of the most mean-
ingful acts of this quadrennium.

In addition, Faulkner an ur-
ban legislator became the hero
and darling of the Alabama
Farmers Federation when he
sponsored and was the stal-
wart leader in the House of
Representatives for passage
of the Alabama Farmers Fed-
eration Health Plan in the 2025
Legislative Session.

Representative Faulkner is
a true case study in effective-
ness and continues to win
deep respect from colleagues
and constituents alike. He is
a legislative statesman whose
influence will only continue to
grow in the coming years.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s
leading political columnist.
His weekly column appears
in over 60 Alabama newspa-
pers. He served 16 years in
the state legislature. Steve
may be reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center

Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist

Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079
Camp Branch Baptist
Church

2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 /
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
9038-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101
New Hope Missionary
Baptist

Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045
Pinegrove Missionary
Baptist

Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-386

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211
Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holg/ Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Centreville Church  Of
Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of
Christ

Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-

eC\é )
at Eoline

256-393-9625

Pastor Shane Pate
Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy

West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction Church

O 0
205-477-5468
Rivder of Life Church of

Go
9225 H 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of
God

(0]
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St.  Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS )
Deliverance Temple Holi-

ness

Four Points 926-5565
Word of Faith Worship
Center

Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness

Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth

Church

646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Episcopal

Holiness

Trinity  Spirit Holiness
Church

Centreville 926-4321
METHODIST

Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. « Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian
Church

Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST

First Brent Seventh Day
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
0.Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 = Walnut Street -«
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place
Church

24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God's House of Prayer
48)9 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er

Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
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Few hymns carry the same
warm sense of hope and comfort
as “Sweet By and By,” a beloved
gospel standard inspired by both
friendship and faith. Based on
the promise of John 14:2 — “In
my Father’s house are many
mansions” — the hymn has en-
couraged generations of Chris-
tians with its vision of a better
home beyond this life.

The hymn was co-written by
Sanford Fillmore Bennett, who
was born in New York in 1836
and later moved to Elkhorn,
Wisconsin. After serving as a
Second Lieutenant in the Civil
War, Bennett returned home and
opened a drugstore while also
studying medicine. It was there,
in an unlikely setting for hymn
writing, that “Sweet By and By”
was born.

Bennett often collaborated with
his friend Joseph Webster, a tal-
ented musician who struggled
with periods of depression. One
day, Webster entered Bennett's
drugstore visibly discouraged.
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When Bennett asked what was
wrong, Webster quietly replied,
“It will be all right by and by.” The
phrase immediately sparked in-
spiration.

According to Bennett's auto-
biography, he quickly sat down
and wrote the words while Web-
ster began composing the melo-
dy beside the stove. In less than
thirty minutes, the hymn was
complete, and the two friends
were singing it together with oth-
ers in the store.

An uncle who overheard the
song reportedly declared, “That
hymn is immortal.” He may not
have realized just how true those
words would become. Within
weeks, children were singing it
in the streets, and before long it
had become a treasured gospel
hymn across America.

Originally written on a simple
piece of paper, “Sweet By and
By” has endured for more than
140 years, continuing to remind
listeners of hope, peace, and the
promise of heaven.

anonal ( Fomes

Thank you for choosing us as Best
4 Funeral Home in Bibb County!

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
2‘(!)5.926.4876

£

uneralhomes.com

www.rock
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small

amount of water can
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our
trusted professionals
dry out the wet area
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and
your home’s value!
If you have water in
your home that needs
to be dried, Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1371 Have
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you
call!

APPLIANCE REPAIR:

Prompt local service
available for appliance
repair. Washer/Dryer,

Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs.
Satisfaction  guaran-
teed. Call to schedule
your appointment now!
1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL  BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Superior
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Life-
time warranty & pro-

fessional installs. Call
Now! 1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE
or by region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your
ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to
find out how easy it is
to advertise statewide!

We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys

Houses: 1-877-385-
7131
Consumer Cellu-

lar - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting
at just $20/month. For
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ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE!

Make 3 HUGE SPFLASH
STATEWIDE or target your ad
REGIOMALY for the moot cost
effective media buy amyarhere!
Statewide ado appear in over
100 HEWEPAPERS, i

more information, call
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information Kit.
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention:  VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

SunSetter. Ameri-
ca’'s Number One Aw-
ning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor

oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT
justadiscount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the
details! 1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for a
free quote and see how
much you can save!
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-

peting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out
gutters.  Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a
FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate.
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with
qualifying  purchase*
Call 1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a free

guote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power
move.

AUTOMOTIVE
Donate your car,
truck, boat, RV and

more to support our
veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATEITTO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community
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We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the
gualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees.
Office Hours 8:00 - 2:30 M - F
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547

N HELP
AGAINST

Legal Notices

=

« Qur legal notices are published weekly in
our print Legal Notices Edition, and mailed

to subscribers.

« Each legal notice is also published and
archived online at Alabama Public Notices. _

« (https:/falabamapublicnotices.com)

reaching
1 MILLICEY READERS each weelk!

DISPLAY ADS START AT $400
(2x2 display ad in 1 region)

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT 499
(25 word line ad in 1 region)

AT i R D 1-800-458-7214 HUMAN
e ol iy aps@dhr.alabama.gov [ooOURCES
CALL 1-800-264-7043 worw alabamapress org

| =)V [ ol
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& = WE NRE HIRING

BIBB MEDICAL CENTER “‘ FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Med-Surg RN &
*Emergency Department RN @&
*Labor and Delivery RN &

*Night Shift

APPLY NOW

Apply today or explore other career
opportunities at bibbmed.com/careers

BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

AlabamaPublicNotices.com

public notice affects you

Vehicle Title Problem?

We have a Solution!
Unclaimed iAbandoned Vehicles, Mabil: Homes & Surety Bands

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!l

[We can help with mest Titled Vehicles in Alabama, inclading Cars,

Trucks, Matercycles, BYS & Trailers. Stop in, by pheneor enline!

Free Phome Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www. JSEAL.com

WELLNESS €

(205) 926-4881 (W
208 Pierson Avenue, Centreville, AL 35042 @
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NEWS

Paying Meaningful Tribute: Highlighting Toxic Exposure Risks for
Veterans in Bibb County During Military Appreciation Month

BY CRISTINA JOHNSON

Far too often, military
service in Bibb County,
Alabama—as with the
rest of the nation—com-
pels personnel to op-
erate in environments
where exposure to spe-
cialized yet hazardous
substances is built into
everyday routines rath-
er than an exceptional
threat. Whether in battle-
fields, training exercises,
or even non-combat ac-
tivities, troops may regu-
larly encounter materials
that were widely prized
and utilized before their
detrimental implications
were fully understood or
formally regulated. That
said, National Military
Appreciation ~ Month—
observed each May—
places these realities
alongside more Vvisible
tributes for military ser-
vice, broadening the per-
spective to acknowledge
the tolls awaiting during
and after transitioning
to civilian life. Never-
theless, as awareness
of these concerns has
evolved, so too has the
recognition that the ex-
isting frameworks have
not always kept pace
with the burden of proof
placed on those seeking
care and compensation.
In response, policymak-
ers have advanced leg-
islative efforts—such as
the proposed Veterans
Exposed to Toxic (VET)
PFAS Act—demonstrat-
ing a shift toward ac-
knowledging exposure
as a serious issue that
calls for urgent action.

Toxic Exposure and
the Silent Toll Affecting
Bibb County Veterans

Intrinsically, Bibb
County features a quiet
but enduring legacy of
noble service and dedi-
cation embodied by
more than 1,170 veter-
ans who call the locality
home. Their presence
indeed speaks to a dis-

tinguished record of civic
duty and national de-
fense that influenced not
only the locals but also
the overall character of
communities. What a
large part of the public
did not grasp, however,
is that besides warfare,
military service also en-
compasses an occupa-
tional hazard that is more
difficult to evade. And
primarily, that concern
stemmed from a long-
running history marked
by a range of substances
initially deemed a break-
through but later found
to carry significant risks.
One  well-documented
example is asbestos, a
fibrous mineral that nat-
urally occurs in certain
rocks in Alabama. As it
was notably prized for its
fireproofing and insulat-
ing properties, this com-
position was extensively
integrated into old naval
vessels and numerous
other facilities, such as
the Maxwell-Gunter Air
Force Base southeast of
Centreville, to aid in their
combat preparations.
Over time, research-
ers established clear
links between asbestos
exposure and severe
conditions that have im-
pacted even rural coun-
ties—as manifested by
Bibb County, which has
logged fewer than ten
fatalities from 1999 to
2017.

Alarmingly, this global
health menace is not
viewed in isolation; it
forms part of a broader
continuum of environ-
mental hazards, which
also involves per- and
polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS). Initially
introduced and adopted
by various industries
since the 1950s, these
synthetic compounds
have been dubbed “for-
ever chemicals” as they
were acclaimed for their
ability to withstand heat,
water, stains, and other

materials. The armed
forces—particularly the
Navy—did not miss spot-
ting this benefit, employ-
ing it years later to inno-
vate an effective firefight-
ing agent called aque-
ous film-forming foam
(AFFF).  Unfortunately,
though this product has
been proven valuable in
the defense sector, its
widespread use also led
to serious contamination
across Alabama, includ-
ing at the decommis-
sioned Army Ammunition
Plant situated roughly 40
miles from Bibb County.
More so, this crisis has
placed countless service
members susceptible to
leukemia, non-Hodgkin
Lymphoma, and malig-
nancies impacting the
kidney, thyroid, breast,

and reproductive sys-
tem.
Expanding  Recogni-

tion of Exposure-Related
llinesses Among Veter-
ans

As conversations
around military toxic ex-
posure gain momentum,
a critical issue likewise

emphasized by veterans
and advocates involves
how certain cases—par-
ticularly those linked
to PFAS—are formally
recognized within the
existing federal ben-
efits systems. Although
awareness and scientific
investigations into this
crisis have expanded
considerably in recent
years, many health con-
ditions arising from these
dangerous substances
remain excluded from
presumptive privilege
granted by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.
As a result, affected
veterans are forced to
prove that their health
issues are truly a direct
consequence of their ac-
tive duty exposures. This
problem has become
even more urgent in the
wake of the Honoring
Our PACT Act, hailed
as a monumental legis-
lative advancement in
veterans' benefits. Pri-
marily, the law created
presumptive status for
a range of illnesses re-
lated to burn pits, Agent

Orange, and other haz-
ardous exposures—ac-
knowledging the unrea-
sonable evidentiary de-
mands placed on ailing
individuals. Yet even this
well-intended measure
falls short, as PFAS-re-
lated conditions have not
been fully integrated into
this updated framework.

Heeding this long-
standing circumstance,
lawmakers have made a
decisive move and intro-
duced the VET PFAS Act,
intending to extend the
reach of the VA's assis-
tance. Specifically, this
policy seeks to estab-
lish presumptive service
connection for conditions
associated with PFAS
exposure—thereby eas-
ing the burden of proof
imposed on veterans
who would otherwise be
required to reconstruct
decades-old documenta-
tion to access support. In
many respects, the mea-
sure reflects the para-
mount reality that toxic
exposure within military
service should not be
treated solely as an in-

dividual evidentiary chal-
lenge—yparticularly when
the substances involved
have long been known to
be carcinogenic and cat-
astrophic to the public’s
health. As Military Ap-
preciation Month high-
lights the sacrifices of
veterans in Bibb County
and across the nation,
these ongoing legisla-
tive discussions also
underscore a broader
responsibility attached to
that recognition. After all,
honoring military service
increasingly requires at-
tention not only to visible
acts of duty but also to
the long-term occupa-
tional consequences that
may continue affecting
personnel long after their
years in uniform have
ended.

About the Author

Cristina Johnson
serves as a veteran ad-
vocate at the Asbestos
Ships Organization, a
nonprofit  that raises
awareness of veterans’
exposure to toxic sub-
stances.
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Ashton Taylor
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Caden Smith
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Bibb 4-H Summer Camp Helps Kids Build
Real-Life Skills Through Fun and Food

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

A new summer camp
is coming to Bibb County
this July, and it's offering
something a little differ-
ent than the usual “keep
the kids busy and mildly
sunburned for a week”
approach to summer ac-
tivities.

Bibb County 4-H will
host its new 4M Life
Skills Camp July 6-10,
2026, from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at the Bibb
County Extension Office
and BMC Wellness Cen-
ter in Centreville. De-
signed for children ages
10-12, the five-day camp
will focus on helping
preteens build practical,
real-world skills through
hands-on activities, sto-
rytelling, food education,
and interactive learning.

The camp’s theme
this year is “Camp Com-
pass,” which will guide
campers through les-
sons centered around
the four “M’s” Money,
Math, Meals, and Man-
ners.

According to organiz-
ers, the goal is to help
kids connect everyday
skills to real-life situa-
tions in ways that feel
engaging and approach-
able rather than overly
classroom-like — which
is generally appreciated
by children during sum-
mer break, you know.

Campers will explore
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We encourage families to apply early to take
advantage of available opportunities and
secure placement in upcoming programs.

bmcwellness.com/youthprograms.

FLAG

financial literacy con-
cepts like budgeting,
saving, and spending

wisely while also learn-
ing how math applies to
everyday problem-solv-
ing and decision-making.
Nutrition and healthy
food choices will also
be a major focus, help-
ing students better un-
derstand how meals fuel
both body and mind.
The camp will addi-
tionally emphasize social
skills and communication
through lessons on man-
ners, empathy, respect,
and building positive re-
lationships with others.
What makes programs
like this especially valu-
able is that they teach
skills many adults quietly
wish they had learned
earlier themselves. Fi-
nancial confidence, com-
munication, nutrition,
and practical problem-
solving are the kinds of
tools that stick with kids
long after summer ends.
Only 25 spots are
available for the camp,
which costs $35 to at-
tend.
The camp will take
place at the BMC Well-
ness Center, located at

285 Hospital Drive in
Centreville.

For more information,
community members

can contact Holly Hall,
Extension Agent for Bibb
County, at 205-926-4310
or by email at hah0056@
aces.edu.

Learn more at

Registration

FOOTBALL "W °pem

The number one reason families
choose NFL FLAG is simple: it's fun.
The no-contact format and team-
centered approach make it easy for
kids to play without the stress or
risk of tackle football, while still
enjoying all the excitement of the

game.

bmcwellness.com/flagfootball.

LITTLE

READERS CLUB

This program is designed to helps
kids build reading and
comprehension skills while
learning something new each
session through engaging topics
and hands-on activities.
Wednesday, May 27th: Ages 3-7
will meet at 12:00pm, and ages 8-
12 will meet at 12:45pm.

This is a free program, but we do
ask that you let us know if you plan
to attend by registering on our
website! We'd love to have your
child join us as we kick things off
and start this new program full of
reading, learning, and exploring.

@® (205) 926-4310
# www.aces.edu

Alabama 4-H

New Summer

Camp Coming el
This Summer! ®

Bibb County 4-H

July 6-10, 2026

8 AM-4 PM

Bibb County Extension Office

BMC Weliness Center

285 Hospital Drive, Centreville, AL 35042
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SKILLS FOR LIFE

{ CAMP FEE: $35 | AGES: 10-12 '|

Math Meals

Kids discover how nutrition
helps youth fuel their bodies
and minds with healthy choices.

Kids connect numbers to real-
world problem solving,
boaosting confidence and
academic achisvernent.

Money

Kids leam to budget, save,
and spend wisely, inspiring
financial capability,

Manners

Kids practice social skills like respect,
empathy, and communication that
bulld positive relationships..

4M LIFE SKILLS CAMP CONTACT

Step into a world of discovery at the 4M Summer Camp, o Holly Hall
5-day odventure where preteens master four essential life E ‘I"-‘Er"'-"'"i‘n Agent
skills Money, Math, Meals, and Manners. This summer's B unty
"Camp Compass” theme takes our 4-H campers on an

interactive journey following storybook characters on a @
food journey from farms to tables. It is a unique, hands-on :
experience designed to build confidence and practical e Email =
knowledge through the magic of storyteling and food. hah0056@aces.edu

Only 25
Spots
Available

Office

(205) 926-4310

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) is an equal opportunity
educator, employer, and provider. If you need a reasonable accom ation or free la uaqe access senices, contact
ACES Human Resources at ac:eshrs_ or (334) B44-553

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CORNER

YOUTH PROGRAM
SCHOLARSHIPS

Spring scholarship applications are open
throughout the month of May for both flag
football and summer camps!
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DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE

Access our Early Bird discount by
using code BIRD5 by May 22nd!

FEMALES IN
FLAG

We're excited to share that we
secured a grant to help grow girls
flag football in our area! Because
of this, we are able to offer 10 girls
a discounted registration rate of
just $50. This registration option
will also include a waitlist. If the 6
spots fill up, please join the waitlist
and we will work to connect
additional players with sponsors.

Access our sibling discount by using
code SIB5 for $10 per child!
Available through entire
registration period.

Closes June 14th.
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