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Congratulations Graduating Seniors at BCHS and WBHS! See Page 7.

New Bucket Truck Helps Bibb County Road 
Department Tackle Roadway Trimming Efforts
Bibb County drivers 

may soon notice crews 
hard at work along lo-
cal roadways again, as 
the Bibb County Road 
Department prepares 
to resume trimming op-
erations with the help 
of a newly acquired 
bucket truck added to 
the county fleet.

According to the 
department, the new 
equipment will help im-
prove day-to-day oper-
ations and make road-
way maintenance saf-
er and more efficient 
moving forward. Trim-
ming overgrown limbs 
and clearing roadways 
may not always be the 
flashiest work happen-
ing in a county, but it 
plays an important role 
in visibility, road safety, 
and helping residents 
travel local roads more 
safely year-round.

The department ex-
pressed appreciation 
to Brian Davis, the 
Bibb County Commis-
sioners, and Jeff McK-
inney for supporting 
and approving the pur-
chase of the truck.

Officials shared 
that the addition will 
strengthen the depart-

ment’s ability to han-
dle roadway trimming 
projects more effec-
tively as work contin-
ues across the county.

The department also 
made a point to thank 
Bibb County residents 
whose tax dollars help 
fund important county 
operations and equip-
ment purchases like 
this one.

The department em-
phasized that commu-
nity support plays a 
direct role in helping 
maintain and improve 
county infrastructure.

While a bucket truck 
may not sound partic-
ularly exciting unless 
someone has ever 
tried trimming tree 
limbs from the wrong 
end of a ladder, the 
investment represents 
another practical 
tool that helps coun-
ty crews do their jobs 
more safely and effi-
ciently.

As trimming work re-
sumes, residents can 
expect to see crews 
continuing efforts 
to clear back over-
growth along road-
sides throughout Bibb 
County in the months 
ahead.

Bibb County Mental Health Awareness 
Event Planned for May 28

Community mem-
bers are invited to 
come out on May 28 
for a day focused on 
connection, aware-
ness, and support as 
Indian Rivers Behav-
ioral Health hosts a 
Mental Health Aware-
ness Event outside the 
Bibb County Probate 
Office.

The event will take 
place from 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. and is de-
signed to help encour-
age conversations 
around mental health 
while connecting res-
idents with resources 
and community sup-
port in a welcoming 
setting.

In recent years, 
mental health aware-

ness has become an 
increasingly important 
conversation in com-
munities of all sizes. 
Events like this help 
remind people that 
mental health is just 
as important as phys-
ical health and that 
support, education, 
and resources matter. 
Whether someone is 
personally navigating 
challenges, supporting 
a loved one, or simply 
wanting to learn more, 
opportunities like this 
can help reduce stig-
ma and encourage 
healthier conversa-
tions across the com-
munity.

Attendees can also 
enjoy a few fun extras 
throughout the day, 
including raffle-style 
door prizes, with give-
aways including a 50-

inch television. Food 
trucks will also be on 
site, giving visitors a 
chance to grab lunch 
and spend time con-
necting with others 
while supporting the 
event.

Organizers are en-
couraging Bibb Coun-
ty residents to stop by, 
learn more about avail-
able mental health re-
sources, and take part 
in a community event 
centered on aware-
ness and well-being.

While the giveaways 
and food trucks may 
help draw a crowd, 
the larger purpose re-
mains meaningful: re-
minding people that no 
one has to face life’s 
challenges alone and 
that support systems 
exist right here in the 
local community.



One of West 
Blocton’s most be-
loved annual traditions 
is set to return on May 
16 as the community 
prepares to welcome 
visitors for the Ca-
haba Lily Festival, a 
day centered around 
one of Alabama’s most 
unique natural trea-
sures and the small-
town charm that sur-
rounds it.

With good weather 
in the forecast and 
plenty of excitement 
building, organizers 
are encouraging ev-
eryone to mark their 
calendars and plan to 
spend the day in West 
Blocton. Activities will 
take place both along 
the river and through-
out Main Street, giv-
ing visitors plenty to 

explore from morning 
into the afternoon.

The festival will fea-
ture a kids zone, a 
variety of vendors, 
and several food op-
tions, alongside the 
town’s local restau-
rants that continue to 
make downtown West 
Blocton a welcoming 
stop for visitors year 
after year. Whether 
someone comes for 
the lilies, the shopping, 
the music, or simply a 
relaxing day outdoors, 
the event offers a little 
something for every-
one.

One of the highlights 
of the afternoon will 
begin at 1:00 p.m., 
when Larry Daven-
port, widely regarded 
as the world’s leading 
authority on the Ca-
haba Lily, will present 
his talk, “Romancing 
the Lily.” Davenport’s 

presentations have 
long been a favorite 
part of the festival, of-
fering insight into the 
history, beauty, and 
ecological importance 
of the rare flowers that 
bloom along the Ca-
haba River.

At 2:00 p.m., the 
Webb-Tigert Ukulele 
Duo from Nashville, 
Tennessee will take 
the stage for a live 
concert, adding an-
other layer of fun and 
entertainment to the 
afternoon festivities.

The Cahaba Lily 
Festival has become 
more than just a cel-
ebration of a flower. 
It’s a celebration of 
community, conserva-
tion, local culture, and 
the natural beauty that 
makes West Blocton 
and the Cahaba River 
so special.
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West Blocton Preparing for 
Another Good Time at the 

Cahaba Lily Festival
QuiltFest 2026 to Feature 
300 Locally Made Quilts 

More than 300 quilts 
made by Birmingham-
area quilters will be 
on display at QuiltFest 
2026 at the Bessemer 
Civic Center, June 12 
and 13, from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm.

“We like to say that 
every quilt tells a story, 
and who doesn’t like 
a good story?” said 
Ann Griffin, QuiltFest 
2026 co-chair. “For 
only $10, attendees 
can see hundreds of 
quilts, from wall hang-
ing size to king-sized 
bed quilts. They will 
step into a world of 
color, texture and sto-
rytelling as we show-
case our quilts and the 
people who keep this 
craft alive. Every item 
on display was made 
by a member of the 
Birmingham Quilters 
Guild, and you are 
sure to find a story you 
like among the collec-
tion.”

A vendor mall will 
feature items for sale, 
including fabric, sew-
ing machines, notions, 
kits and more. Chil-
dren and adults can 
stop by the Make-It-
And-Take-It booth to 
design a quilt block or 
make a key ring, and a 
Silent Auction will ben-
efit Grace Klein Com-
munity. The guild also 
sponsors a boutique 

with handmade items 
for sale to offset costs 
of the show. Live dem-
onstrations throughout 
QuiltFest will help be-
ginner and expert quil-
ters alike learn more 
about the art of quilt-
ing.

An old-fashioned  
‘bed turning’ at 11:30 
am and 1:30 pm both 
days will tell the sto-
ries of vintage quilts 
owned by members 
of the guild. Several 
quilts are stacked on 
a bed, and they are 
turned back one at 
a time as a narrator 
tells the history and 
discusses the pattern 
and techniques used 
to make each quilt.

There will also be a 
special display from 
Quilts of Valor. "The 
Quilts of Valor Foun-
dation awards quilts to 
military members and 
veterans who have 
been touched by war,” 
said Kate Starcher, Bir-
mingham area group 
leader for Quilts of Val-
or. “The Birmingham 
area group has pre-
sented over 250 quilts 
since 2021.” A profes-
sional longarm quilter, 
Starcher will also have 
original quilts on dis-
play at QuiltFest.

For those wanting to 
learn the art of mak-
ing quilts, hand sew-

ing classes are being 
offered for an extra fee 
on Friday. Registra-
tion for 2-hour classes 
on hand piecing and 
English paper piecing 
(EPP) is at shopinthe-
making.com. The cost 
for the class and sup-
plies is $60.

“I love the creativity 
of using fabric to pro-
duce works of art that 
bring joy to me and to 
others,” said Sharon 
Hosch, QuiltFest co-
chair. “I always look 
forward to this oppor-
tunity to share my love 
of quilting with a larger 
community. I hope 
folks will come spend 
some time with us, 
learning more about 
our craft.”

Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door 
or in advance online 
at bhamquilters.com. 
Children 5 and under 
are free. 

About the Birming-
ham Quilters Guild

The Birmingham 
Quilters Guild has 200 
members dedicated to 
promoting the love of 
quilts by encouraging 
and preserving the art 
of quilting. They meet 
at the Homewood Se-
nior Center every sec-
ond Monday (except 
August) at 9:30 am. 
Social time begins at 
9:00 am.



May 11, 2026
Last week the Bibb 

County Republican 
Party hosted a suc-
cessful annual ban-
quet at the Bibb Well-
ness Center. Guests 
were able to meet 
state and local candi-
dates and mingle with 
other party members. 

The event was at-
tended by most of the 
local candidates run-
ning for public office 
along with local repub-
lican party members 
and numerous candi-
dates for state offices 
The Meet & Greet that 
preceeded the dinner 
gave local and state-
wide candidates an 
opportunity to mingle 

with local citizens and 
talk politics in a re-
laxed setting. 

Statewide candi-
dates were either 
present in person or 
sent campaign rep-
resentatives to meet 
the public. These in-
cluded Tommy Tuber-
ville (Governor), Barry 
Moore (Senate), Pam 
Casey, Katherine Rob-
ertson (Attorney Gen-
eral), Glenda Jacson 
(Sec of State), Jack 
Williams (Sec of Agri-
culture), April Weaver 
& Russell Bedsole 
(Senator and Legis-
lature) Gary Palmer 
& Case Dixon (Con-
gressman). 

Local candidates in-
cluded Candice Rice, 
Kevin Cotner, Lane 
Lightsey, Gary Uber, 

Charles Caddell, Keith 
Watkins, Keith Ko-
rnegay, Heath John-
son, Corky McFarland, 
Ty Corbell. 

The Local GOP Ex-
ecutive Committee in-
cludes April Weaver, 
Mike Hobson, Mike 
Oakley, Valerie Cook, 
Craig Cargile, Keefe 
Burt, Stephanie Kem-
mer, Pat Clark, Kayla 
Cooner, Richard Kem-
mer, David Daniel, 
Angie Langston, Dale 
Ellinghausen, Seth 
Young, Camille Gib-
son, Christian San-
ford, Darrel Weaver, 
Allen Franklin, Ty Cor-
bell, Reese Lee and 
Matt Downs. 

Following the dinner 
guests were treated to 
remarks from ALGOP 
Chairman Scott Sta-

thagen, an address by 
former Bibb Medical 
CEO Joseph March-
ant,  discussing eco-
nomic development 
successes in Bibb 
County, and a lively 
keynote address from 
Greg Reed, Secretary 
of Workforce Develop-
ment for the State of 
Alabama. Greg’s ad-
dress was entertain-
ing, informative, and 
enjoyed by all. 

Local party chair-
man April Weaver said 
that she was pleased 
with the success of 
this year’s event and 
the outstanding atten-
dance. “We are look-
ing forward to next 
year “she said. 
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Friends and 
relatives of the 
Centreville – Brent 
area will be interest-
ed to know that John-
nie Watts Tidwell 
of Calera passed 
away in Gulf Breeze, 
Florida on April 29, 
2026 at the age of 
97. A visitation was 
held on May 5, 2026 
at Bolton Funeral 
Home in Columbi-
ana with a service 
held at the Ameri-
can Village Nation-
al Cemetery near 
Montevallo where 
she was laid to rest 
by her husband, 
C.E. Tidwell. John-
nie will be missed 
by her family, many 
friends and neigh-
bors in Calera. As 
one friend remarked 
she was a mess and 
adored. We will al-
ways miss you Aunt 
Johnnie. 

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Stan and 
Kasie Stamps who 
recently celebrated 
their 27th wedding 
anniversary. 

Patricia Caddis re-
cently spent Thurs-
day and Friday in 
Tennessee with her 
children and grand-
children. 

Sympathy goes 
out to the family of 
Durward Earl Boyles 
who passed away on 
April 26, 2026 at the 
age of 86. A service 
was held on Thurs-
day, April 30, 2026 at 
Bethel Cemetery in 
Brent, Alabama. Mr. 
Boyles will be great-
ly missed. 

The Bibb County 
Relay for Life was 
held on Saturday, 
May 2, 2026.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several that 
have birthdays in 
May; Carol Murphy, 
Clyde Crocker, Shir-
ley McCool Stamps, 
Tommy Worrell, Jeff 
Loper, Debbie Spen-
cer Grammer, Allan 
Wyatt, Patricia Cad-
dis, Mike Watts, Bea 
Wyatt, Savannah 
Pierce and Joyce 
Burson. 

Sincere sympathy 
goes out to the fam-
ily of Billy Colley who 
passed away on Sat-
urday, May 2, 2026 
at the age of 66. Ser-
vices will be held on 
Wednesday, May 6, 
2026 at Green Pond 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2:00 p.m. Billy will 
be greatly missed 
by family and many 
friends. 

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Steve 
and Sarah Webb 
who celebrated their 
45th Wedding Anni-
versary on Saturday, 
May 2, 2026.

We wish to extend 
sympathy to the fam-
ily of Wyman Foster, 
age 94, who passed 
away on May 1, 
2026. A graveside 
service was held at 
Liberty Freewill Bap-
tist Cemetery at Law-
ley, Alabama on May 
3, 2026. Wyman will 
be missed greatly 
by his family and 
friends.

The BCHS Class 
of 1961 met on Fri-
day, May 1, 2026 for 
their annual monthly 
breakfast, always 
having a good time. 

If you have news 
call it in, (205) 316-
1181. Take care and 
God bless. 

BY CANACE JOHNSON________________
REPORTER

Bibb County Republican Party 
Annual Banquet 2026

Front row (L-R) Kevin Cotner, Angie Langston, Pat Clark, Candice Rice, April Weaver, Mitch Kem-
mer, Stephanie Kemmer, Seth Young, Lane Lightsey, Heath Johnson, Gary Uber. Back row Charles 
Caddell, Mike Hobson, Ty Corbell, Darrel Weaver, Mike Oakley, Christian Sanford, David Daniel, 
Valerie Cook, Reese Lee, Dale Ellinghausen, Jarred Keith Kornegay, Corky McFarland. 

Cup of Joy Coffee Shop 
Prepares Students for Life

If you haven’t 
checked out the Cup 
of Joy Coffee Shop in 
Bibb County, you’re 
missing out. More than 
just a coffee shop, 
it serves as a place 
where students can 
be themselves, learn 
valuable life skills, and 
brighten people’s day.

The coffee shop 
was made possible 
through a transition 
grant designed to sup-
port special education 
students after gradua-
tion.

Located inside the 
Brent-Centreville Pub-
lic Library, the shop 
operates on Tuesdays 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Customers can enjoy 
a variety of items, in-
cluding coffee, muf-
fins, bagels, and cook-
ies.

The program em-
ploys six staff mem-
bers and rotates 20 
students through vari-
ous work sites. Do-
nations help fund the 

shop, which aims to 
prepare students for 
employment opportu-
nities beyond the cof-
fee shop itself. Stu-
dents say they enjoy 
serving customers, 
and organizers hope 
to expand operating 
hours during the sum-
mer.

“We are able to work 
with our team, our stu-
dents, and teach them 
soft skills and work 
skills that will help 
them be prepared for 
life after high school,” 
said Jennifer Downs, 
Special Education 
Coordinator for Bibb 
County Schools.

While the program 
focuses on teaching 
life and workplace 
skills, Downs says it 
is equally rewarding to 
watch students enjoy 
their work while serv-
ing the community. 
Customers also do not 
have to worry about 
overspending, as re-
freshments are com-
plimentary, though do-
nations are welcomed.

All donations go di-
rectly back into the 
shop to help cover 
food and supply costs.

Although this is the 
first program of its kind 
in Bibb County, Downs 
hopes it will inspire ad-
ditional opportunities 
throughout the com-
munity and continue 
opening doors for stu-
dents.

“Even if we expand-
ed to something like a 
small restaurant or a 
flower shop, our main 
goal really is to have 
our students working 
in jobs outside of our 
jobs,” Downs said. 
“We have one student 
that is a really good 
hostess. She would be 
an excellent hostess 
for a restaurant here 
in town or in another 
community.” Support 
from the community 
is helping turn the stu-
dents’ hard work into 
meaningful real-world 
experience and new 
opportunities for the 
future.
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The work for a better, more inclusive 
Alabama continues despite an 

outrageous special session
ALABAMA ARISE STATEMENT

Primary Elections 
Are Next Week

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

Gov. Kay Ivey on Fri-
day signed into law two 
bills that could set the 
stage for special pri-
mary elections in some 
of Alabama’s congres-
sional and state Sen-
ate districts this year. 
Those special elec-
tions would occur if a 
federal court lifts an 
injunction blocking the 
state from using maps 
that it found to violate 
the Voting Rights Act. 
Ivey called legislators 
into a special session 
to pass the bills this 
week after a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision 
gutted key provisions 
of the Voting Rights 
Act last week.

Alabama Arise ex-
ecutive director Robyn 
Hyden released the 
following statement 
Friday in response:

“This special session 
was an affront to inclu-
sive democracy and 
basic fairness, and it 
was a clear example 
of our policymakers’ 
misplaced priorities. 
Just days before Ala-

bama’s primary elec-
tion, our legislative 
leaders hurried to pass 
bills that would dilute 
Black Alabamians’ vot-
ing power. These new 
laws threaten to erode 
representation and en-
gagement of all com-
munities.

“What lawmakers 
choose to prioritize 
shows what matters 
to them. Alabama leg-
islators have declined 
for years to take action 
to close our state’s 
health coverage gap, 
or to expand access 
to public transporta-
tion and affordable 
housing. Instead of 
making needed invest-
ments to improve the 
quality of life for every 
Alabamian, our law-
makers rushed back 
to Montgomery for an 
outrageous 11th-hour 
redistricting effort that 
came after some vot-
ers already had cast 
absentee ballots in 
the upcoming primary. 
The estimated cost 
of these special elec-

tions, if they occur, is 
more than $5 million 
out of the General 
Fund.

“This special ses-
sion and the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling 
that prompted it both 
underscore the vital 
need for people across 
Alabama to show up 
and vote in the upcom-
ing 2026 elections, in-
cluding the May 19 pri-
mary. Alabama Arise 
will continue to work 
alongside advocates 
across our state to 
defend and expand 
voting rights, both this 
year and in the years 
to come.

“We will continue ad-
vocating for policies 
to reduce hunger and 
hardship. We will con-
tinue advocating to en-
sure people have the 
resources they need 
to secure a happy and 
healthy future. And we 
will continue advocat-
ing together to build a 
better, more inclusive 
Alabama for all.”

Press Statement
I am Wes Allen, Ala-

bama’s Secretary of 
State.

Today, I want to 
make sure Alabama 
voters understand ex-
actly what’s happen-
ing with our elections. 
I will not recap what 
has brought us to this 
point. The purpose of 
this press event is to 
provide clear, timely 
information based on 
what we know now 
about the May 19 Pri-
mary Election and Au-
gust 11 Special Prima-
ry Election.

Most importantly, 
Primary Election Day 
on May 19 is still hap-
pening, and it is very 
important. The May 19 
Primary Election will 
go forward as planned, 
and I want Alabama 
voters to be prepared 
to vote Tuesday, May 
19th.

A federal court had 
previously required 
Alabama to use a 
court-mandated con-
gressional map. As 
of yesterday, May 11, 
the Supreme Court of 
the United States lifted 
that requirement. That 
means Alabama will 
now move forward us-
ing its own 2023 legis-
latively enacted con-
gressional map.

The May 19 primary 
includes many impor-
tant races, including 
numerous statewide 
constitutional offices, 
local races, state leg-
islative, and judicial 

races, as well as state-
wide constitutional 
amendments. All of 
these will proceed as 
normal, and results 
will be tabulated, can-
vassed, and certified.

Certain congres-
sional races will be 
handled differently in 
accordance with the 
Governor’s Proclama-
tion. Congressional 
Districts 1, 2, 6, and 
7 are affected. Votes 
cast in those congres-
sional races on May 
19 will be tabulated 
and made public.

However, per Act 
2026-612, votes for 
those races will be 
void for purposes of 
determining the party 
nominee.

Per Governor Ivey’s 
Proclamation, there 
will be a special pri-
mary election on Tues-
day, August 11, 2026, 
for Congressional 
Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7 
only. There will be no 
runoff for the August 
11 Special Primary. 
The candidate who 
receives the greatest 
number of votes will 
be the party nominee 
of that primary elec-
tion.

Qualifying for Con-
gressional District 1, 
2, 6, and 7 with the po-
litical parties will begin 
May 20. The qualifica-
tion deadline with the 
parties is Friday, May 
22, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 
The parties will certify 
their qualified candi-

dates to the Secre-
tary of State by noon 
on Tuesday, May 26, 
2026. Petitions for in-
dependent candidates 
and minor parties for 
the Special Primary 
Election are due by 
5:00 p.m. on August 
11.

 Here is what I want 
every Alabama voter 
to remember: Go vote 
on May 19. Votes for 
statewide constitution-
al offices, local races, 
state legislative, and 
judicial races, as well 
as statewide consti-
tutional amendments 
will count on May 19. If 
you live in Congressio-
nal Districts 1, 2, 6, or 
7, your vote for those 
races on August 11 will 
decide those races.

I have complete con-
fidence in Alabama’s 
election officials as 
we carry out both the 
regular 2026 election 
cycle and this special 
primary election. I ap-
preciate the hard work 
already done by local 
election officials, ab-
sentee election man-
agers, and my team 
at the Alabama Secre-
tary of State’s Office.

As more information 
becomes available, I 
will share it as quickly 
as possible with Ala-
bama voters.

Again, May 19 re-
mains the 2026 Pri-
mary Election Day. Be 
sure to vote that day. 

May 13, 2026:

Our much-anticipated 2026 Pri-
mary Elections are next Tuesday, 
May 19. We have been awaiting 
this for a while. This is our big elec-
tion year in Alabama politics. All our 
constitutional offices are on the bal-
lot. Also, all our legislative seats are 
up for election. Most states elect 
their Governor in the same year as 
the Presidential election year. Ala-
bama, and several of the other So-
thern states, have their Governor’s 
race in what is termed nationally as 
the ‘off-year’ election year. We refer 
to this year in Alabama as our gu-
bernatorial year.

In bygone years, more Alabam-
ians would cast their ballot in gu-
bernatorial year elections than in 
presidential years. We were more 
interested in who was governor, 
than who was president. More im-
portantly, Alabamians were more 
interested in who was sheriff of 
their county. 

The winners of our statewide Re-
publican primary next week will be 
elected. Winning the GOP primary 
in the Heart of Dixie is tantamount 
to election. However, most of the 
hotly contested contests will be 
headed to a June 16 runoff. On 
June 16, it will be all over but the 
shouting. The general election will 
be nothing but a coronation. 

We were looking forward to an 
intriguing governor’s race this 
year. With Kay Ivey term-limited, 
the brass ring of political office in 
Alabama is open. Senator Coach 
Tommy Tuberville made the unorth-
odox and bewildering decision to 
not seek a second, six-year term in 
the U.S. Senate, and chose to run 
for governor. Coach Tuberville will 
stroll to election as governor next 
Tuesday with only unknown, token 
opposition.

Tuberville’s open senate seat 
will be the marque race next week. 
Early on, it looked like a close 
two-man race between First Dis-
trict Congressman Barry Moore, 
and two-term Attorney General 
Steve Marshall. However, the all-
powerful, deep pocketed, dark 
money, Right Wing National Club 
for Growth came to the table. They 
brought a barrel of money into the 
state, along with President Donald 
Trump, who is in their lap, as are 
most GOP senators in Republican 
states in America. They own most, 
if not all of the Republican mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate. The Club 
for Growth has backed, from the 
get-go, Congressman Barry Moore 
for the senate race. These conser-
vative billionaires and multi-million-
aire ‘no government’ oligarchs will 
spend what it takes to make Barry 
Moore our next conservative GOP 
Senator. They have out spent all of 
the other candidates put together 
by a ten to one margin for Moore. 

Therefore, Barry Moore will lead 
the field, significantly, next week. 
However, he will probably be forced 
into a runoff. However, the surprise 
of the night may be young Jared 
Hudson. He may make the runoff 
instead of Steve Marshall. He is 
coming on strong with a little money, 
and movie star good looks. Hudson 
will be harder than Marshall for the 
Club for Growth and Barry Moore to 
beat in a runoff. However, they will 
spend what it takes to prevail. They 
have unlimited deep pockets.

Former Supreme Court Justice 
Jay Mitchell will lead the field in the 
contested open Attorney General’s 
race. He is facing two formidable 
female opponents. Assistant Attor-
ney General Katherine Robertson 
will probably run second to Mitchell, 
and be in a runoff. Blount County 
District Attorney Pam Casey will 
run a strong third. Pam Casey will 
team up with and endorse Mitchell 
in the runoff. Mitchell and Casey 
detest the fact that most of Robert-
son’s money has come from out-of-
state, dark money PACs, and they 
have had to raise their money the 
hard way, from Alabamians.

The Lt. Governor’s race will be a 
close and interesting battle royale. 
It will be a three-man contest be-
tween current Secretary of State 
Wes Allen, Agriculture Commis-
sioner Rick Pate, and Republican 
Party Chairman John Wahl. Chair-
man Wahl has been the beneficia-
ry of over a million dollars of Club 
for Growth money and President 
Trump’s endorsement.

Caroleene Dobson will waltz to 
victory as Secretary of State of Ala-
bama next Tuesday. She may be 
the largest vote getter. Caroleene 
Dobson is the real thing. This young 
lady exudes class, integrity, and hu-
mility, with a six generations deep, 
Black Belt pedigree, and Harvard 
education. She is the brightest star 
on the Alabama political horizon. 
She has future Governor written all 
over her.

Young Derek Chen should prevail 
in the race for State Auditor.

Young Boozer will be elected to 
an unprecedented fourth term, next 
week, as State Treasurer.

The Agriculture Commissioner 
race will be too close to call. Chris-
tina Woerner McInnis, Jack Wil-
liams, and Corey Hill are all well 
qualified. It will be interesting to see 
which two make the June 16 runoff.

Y’all vote. See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s lead-
ing political columnist. His weekly 
column appears in over 60 Ala-
bama newspapers. He served 16 
years in the state legislature. Steve 
may be reached at steve@steve-
flowers.us.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“Love Lifted Me ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few gospel hymns have re-
mained as warmly loved through 
the years as Love Lifted Me, 
the joyful song written in 1912 
by hymn writer James Rowe. 
Though much of Rowe’s life has 
faded into history, his music con-
tinues to resonate in churches 
more than a century later.

Born in Devonshire, England, 
Rowe moved to the United 
States in 1890 at the age of 25. 
Over the years, he worked a va-
riety of jobs, including railway 
work, before finding his calling 
as a songwriter, editor, and pub-
lisher. He reportedly wrote more 
than 19,000 hymns throughout 
his lifetime, though Love Lifted 
Me became the song most re-
membered and cherished by 
generations of worshippers.

After writing the lyrics, Rowe 
turned to his friend Howard 
Smith, a church organist from 

Connecticut, to help create the 
melody. According to the story, 
the two men gathered in Rowe’s 
home, reading and humming 
through the words together un-
til the tune slowly began to take 
shape. The result was a simple, 
singable melody perfectly suited 
for congregational worship.

The hymn quickly gained pop-
ularity through the evangelistic 
crusades of Billy Sunday, one 
of the best-known evangelists of 
the era. Though Howard Smith 
later developed crippling arthri-
tis and could no longer play in 
church, the song they created 
together continued spreading far 
beyond their own time.

Though James Rowe passed 
away in 1933, Love Lifted Me 
remains a reminder of the power 
simple gospel songs can have 
across generations.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! If 
you have water in your 
home that needs to be 
dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code 
of service location 
ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 
1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profession-
al installs. Call Now! 
1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 

ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 

1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. 

Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 

Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaran-

teed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

CAHABA GLADES
A P A R T M E N T S

1160 South Scottsville Rd.
Centreville, AL 35042  

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Family Oriented

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Central Heat & Air • Laundry Room

Playground • Recreation Room
Rental Assistance

Washer/Dryer Connection

On-Site Manager & Maintenance Personnel
For More Information Call 205.926.7619

Monday - Friday • 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For Deaf & Hearing Impaired Only
TDD 1-800-255-0135 (V) 1-800-255-0056 (T/A)

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  
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GRADUATING SENIORS

Brandon Monte Abercrombie
Brianna Ja'Nya Anderson-Wheeler
Kendarius LaMar Avery
Leslie Nicole Belcher
Maurice DeVon Belcher
Layla Olivya Benton
Karleigh Jewel Bolding
Ezar Wayne Brooks
Marcus Scott Burns
Eva Nicole Burt
Jennifer Marie Burt
Zeth Austin Caldwell
George August Cargile
KenTerryon Marquel Carr
Isaiah Mar-Quez Cash
Lamarion Alexander Cash
Te'Niya Antasia Cash
Cadynce Hope Champion
Ki'Zharia Renae' Clark
Aliyah Mechelle Conner
Shaniya Nicole Cottingham
Tavon Jaden Cottingham
Ahlyncia Brianna Crews
Ar'tavious Travon Crews
Jenna ShyAnne Crim
Yadira Maribel Crúz Velásquez
Darci Elizabeth Crofford
Arthur Lee Curry
Behnjamin Syler Dealto
Ja'Darius Sa-Vion Dukes
Willie James Dukes
Elijah Bud Ellis
Lucero Escalona
Dalton Cole Fancher
Peyton Reese Farley
Aniyah Jon'nae Ford
Kensley Caroline George
Savannah Catherine Gibson
Shakyra Denise Gilmore
Samantha Rae Goggins
Michael Joseph Griggs
Daniel Franklin Heath
Ke'nasha O'Shae Hill
Shi'Kerri Ji'Niya Hill
Alora Darlene Hobson
A'jiya Lafaye Jackson
Dakayla Natrice Jackson
Ava Kathrine James
J'meir Jashawn Johnson
Hunter James Gage Jones

Alannah Marie Kinard
Sara Bailee Lawley
Stewart Brent Lawley
Joslyn Rena Ledlow
Alan Ray Locke
Jairo Valentin Lopez
Havana Marie Loveless
Bradley James Lucas
Am'Zion Tyreek Luckey
Adam James Martin
Silas Lawley McAfee
Justin Tyler McGee
Ethan William McMillan
LaQuita Deshanae McQueen
Jataisa'h Amoniee Mitchell
Bella Kate Moore
Zechariah Jackquez Moore
Cortez Montrell Morrow
Joleigh Eryn Newman
Jaleesa Marie Peterson
Takyla Nykease Pewee
Shawn Douglas Pratt
Tarlashia KimShae Purifoy
Landon Blake Rich
Aubree Anna Robertson
Jamal Aqueel Russell
Trip Aiden Russell
Ja'Marioun NaQuan Rutledge
Ja'Merius Jae'Shun Sanders
Luci Rinae Simmons
Adam Landon Smith
Gavin O'neal Smith
Joshua Layton Smith
Brody Allan Smitherman
Ke'Morion Naterrius Snead
Jai'Zion Ty'Essence Stabler
Rai'Leireya Laishun Stacy
Jacob Quenterris Steele
Brenden Alexander Hugh Tate
Roderick Antonius Taylor
McKenzie Ann Terry
Matilyn Grace Thomas
Anabelle Claire Tillery
Brett Allen Ward
Savanna Rene Ward
Trevor Kight Washburn
Tristan Uriah Wehrenberg
Danielle Makayla Williams
Cameron Lee Wyatt

 BCHS CLASS OF 2026

You did it, graduates!

You did more than pass the tests. You set out on a journey that would change your 

life for the better. You showed up, faced challenges, and took risks. You tried your 

hardest and you gave your best. Congratulations on all you achieved to get to this 

moment in your life. We’re so proud of how far you’ve come—and we’ll be behind 

you every step of your next journey.
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GRADUATING SENIORS

Jorge Mauricio Aguilar Santos
Matthew Evan Avans
Makayla Reese Barboza
Gracie Anne Bates
Pearson Blaine Beasley
Allora Mae Bell
Tamiayah Itoya Bishop
Aubree Hope Blake
Kiley Madison Boothe
Alana Paige Brasher
Madalyn Sue Caddis
Robert Levi Carey
Madilyn Alayna Carroll
Tyler Wade Carter
Harrison Allen Chesser
John Lee Crim
Emilee Grace Davis
Heaven Nicole Deerman
Jameson Cooper Deerman
Brady Michael Dennis
Kennedy Claire Dobson
Summer Nicole Duncan
Katie Michelle Dupree
Olivia Rose Eaton
Mason Shawn Elliott
Tommy Dannon Findley
John Paul Finnen
Luke Dawson Forsythe
Jillian Marie Foster
Myleigha Grace Gamble
Kimora Antanya Harrell
Colby Fisher Heaton
Duglas Nicolas Hernandez
Alyssa Michelle Hill
Zakya Nacole Hill
Brayson Robert Holder
Alexandria Lynn Hubbard
Lillian Veda Hubbard
Carmen Denise Jackson
Ethan Nicholas Jackson
Landon O’Neal Jackson
Ella Grace Jones
Michael Caleb Jones
Jose Enrique Jordan Vargas
Chandler Owen Keef
Terry Daniel Lawley
Jasper McCool Lightsey
Brodie Lewis Lockhart
Katherin Victoria Lopez

 Jacob Tyler McGlothen
Hailie LaShaun Mckenzie
Mackenzie Faith McNamee
Alexandra L Merino
James Palmer Milligan
Christopher Mason Mills
Matthias Caleb Moore
Tristen Slade Morse
Anna Belle Mott
Caden Dale Mroz
Alyssa Brooke Mullins
Rosalie Marie Murphy
Bryan A Orantes Herrera
Aubrie Leigh Osborne
Ashton Cole Patton
David Logan Pitts
Ganin Lee Pope
Lacy Marie Pugh
Jermaine Shounta Ramsey
Jackson Slade Register
Alondra Catalan Roa
Jocelin Garcia Rodriguez
Christalee Brooke Rogers
Jorge Mauricio Aguilar Santos
Jessica Jerrett Schank
Sara Stephanie Schank
Lauryn Rachael Scott
Layla Reagan Scott
Maddie Jayne Scurlock
Alyssa Jayden Smith
James Allen William Smith
Jayden Ariel Smith
Makenzie Rae Smith
Ethan Daniel Sonnier
Hunter Chase Spencer
MaKinley Paige Taylor
Aden Pierce Thrasher
Elijah Rashaad Underwood
Evan Jeffrey Alex Vaughn
Murphy Glynn Wallen
Annabell Marie Welch
Brooklyn Claire West
Vladimir Kaden White
Alora Grace Williams
Kennedie Makaila Williams
Princess Michelle Winston
Ava Claire Wyatt

 WBHS CLASS OF 2026
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OTHER NEWS
College Student Crafts Cottage Food 

Business After Alabama Extension Training
By Mary Wilson

AUBURN UNIVER-
SITY, Ala. — Baking 
has been a lifelong 
passion for Elizabeth 
Belcher.

“Growing up, we 
did Saturday morn-
ing breakfasts with 
my grandpa, and he 
always baked his own 
bread,” Belcher said. “I 
think I baked my first 
cake when I was 7 
years old. My parents 
had to taste test a few 
mistakes, like when I 
used granulated sugar 
instead of powdered 
sugar for icing, but I’ve 
always loved to bake 
for people. It honestly 
feels like my love lan-
guage is to bake for 
others.”

Now a sophomore 
at Auburn University 
studying business 
administration and 
marketing, Belcher 
thought a desk job 
was her likely future 
until she started bak-
ing sourdough. The 
loaves were a hit with 
friends who wanted 
to place orders. That 
interest made Belcher 
reconsider her career 
goals.

“A while back, some-
one asked me what I 
saw myself doing with 
a business administra-
tion degree, and I said 
that I wanted to own 
a bakery,” Belcher 
said. “I had never 
said that out loud be-
fore, and I was kind of 
freaked out because it 

felt insane. Recently, 
though, I have felt like 
maybe it’s something I 
can do.”

Starting with Certifi-
cation

Along with being 
her first taste tester, 
Belcher’s mom gave 
her guidance. Be-
fore starting a busi-
ness, she encouraged 
Belcher to pursue a 
Cottage Food Law 
certification through 
Alabama Extension. 
The certification allows 
people to produce and 
sell certain nonhazard-
ous food items made 
in their home kitchens.

The mother-daugh-
ter duo attended a 
class with Janet John-
son, a food safety and 
quality agent with Ala-
bama Extension at Au-
burn University.

“The Alabama De-
partment of Public 
Health became the 
regulator of the Cot-
tage Food Law when 
the legislation was 
originally passed in 
2014,” Johnson said. 
“At that time, Alabama 
Extension created a 
training program to ex-
plain regulations and 
safety requirements. 
There’s also a test 
to become certified. 
Without that certifica-
tion, you can’t really 
start a cottage food 
business. So, we help 
people understand 
what they can and 
can’t do in their home 
kitchens to make sure 
they’re doing the right 

thing.”
After the class, 

Belcher took and 
passed her certifica-
tion exam. Then, she 
started selling items 
through her new busi-
ness, Eats by Eliza-
beth.

“Janet was great 
and so funny,” Belcher 
said. “She made the 
experience fun. She 
told us to remem-
ber that we’re sell-
ing to people, so our 
kitchens should be a 
place that someone 
would want to eat out 
of. I also learned you 
couldn’t put meat in-
side your sourdough. 
I had thought about 
offering something like 
a bacon-cheddar loaf, 
but that’s not legal un-
der the Cottage Food 
Law. Being certified 

has definitely been a 
confidence booster.”

Building a Business
Eats by Elizabeth of-

fers a variety of baked 
goods, from signature 
sourdough loaves and 
bagels to cakes and 
cookies. With sales, 
Belcher is saving and 
reinvesting in her busi-
ness.

“I found out that 
people in college don’t 
always have a bread 
knife,” Belcher said. 
“So, I bought a bread 
slicer, and I charge $1 
more on a sourdough 
loaf if a customer 
wants it sliced.”

Johnson said the 
ability to slowly build a 
business is one of the 
benefits of the Cottage 
Food Law certification.

“You can start this in 
your home without all 
the overhead costs,” 
Johnson said. “Plus, 
you can see whether 
or not your product is 
going to sell. You can 
get your feet wet and 
see if this is something 
you really want to do 
without putting in a lot 
of money. Sometimes, 
people start small and 
grow into a big compa-
ny. Other times, peo-
ple decide they want 
to take a step back 
and keep their busi-
ness small, just mak-
ing a little money to 
cover minor expenses 
or a vacation.”

For Belcher, her 
unspoken dream of 
running her own bak-
ery now feels more 
achievable.

“I’ve heard it said 
that your career should 
be something you en-
joy doing so much that 
you’d be fine not get-
ting paid for it,” Belcher 
said. “For me, that’s 
baking. I bake when-
ever I’m stressed, not 
stressed, excited, sad 

— anything. I will al-
ways bake, and I al-
ways have. I’ve never 
gone more than four 
weeks without mak-
ing something. My 
main goal now is a 
storefront. Literally, six 
months ago, I would 
have never thought of 
that. Now, I see this 
is something people 
want, and I could defi-
nitely succeed.”

Cottage Food Law 
Training Options

In recent months, 
Alabama Extension’s 
food safety and qual-
ity team has expanded 
its Cottage Food Law 
training to include on-
demand options in 
English and Spanish.

“We still offer the 
face-to-face option, 
which I like best be-
cause I try to make it 
fun,” Johnson said. 
“However, if you don’t 
have time for an in-
person training or the 
schedule doesn’t fit 
your availability, you 
now have more choic-
es. We can help a lot 
of people who want 
to be entrepreneurs 
and work from their 
homes.”

To find out more, 
visit aces.edu/go/Cot-
tageFoodBusiness.

This story is one of 
five articles published 
to celebrate Alabama 
Extension Week, April 
12-18. To learn more 
about Alabama Exten-
sion Week, visit aces.
edu/go/ALExtension-
Week.
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BMC Wellness to Celebrate Women’s 
Health Month with Special Ladies’ Day 

BMC Wellness is 
inviting women from 
across the community 
to slow down for an 
afternoon focused on 
wellness, creativity, 
and connection dur-
ing a special Ladies’ 
Day event celebrat-
ing Women’s Health 
Month.

The event will take 
place on May 20 from 
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and will offer a relaxed 
and welcoming space 
for women to enjoy 
a little self-care while 
learning more about 
the importance of pri-
oritizing their health.

Guests can look for-
ward to raffle prizes, 
women’s health edu-
cation, and a creative 
“Petals & Paint” ac-
tivity led by Melissa 
Thompson of Cahaba 
Flowers. The event 
will also feature Obagi 
sales, giving attend-
ees an opportunity 
to browse skincare 
products while enjoy-
ing time with friends 
and fellow community 
members.

While the afternoon 
includes fun touches 

and hands-on activi-
ties, the heart of the 
event is centered 
around encouraging 
women to invest in 
their well-being. Be-
tween busy schedules, 
work, caregiving, and 
everyday responsi-
bilities, it can be easy 
for personal health to 
slide to the bottom of 
the list. Events like this 
serve as a reminder 
that wellness is not just 
about appointments 
and checklists, but it’s 
also about community, 
support, education, 
and taking time to re-
charge.

BMC Wellness has 
continued to pro-
vide programs and 
events that encourage 
healthier lifestyles in 
approachable and en-
gaging ways, and this 
Ladies’ Day gathering 
is another example of 
that mission in action.

Whether someone 
comes for the flow-
ers, the raffle prizes, 
the wellness informa-
tion, or simply an hour 
of good company, the 
event promises to of-
fer a meaningful way 
to celebrate Women’s 
Health Month close to 
home.
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