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Alabama Extension to Host First-Time 
Homebuyer Program in Centreville

For those thinking 
about buying a home 
but not quite sure 
where to start, the Al-
abama Cooperative 
Extension System is 
offering a practical 
opportunity to learn 
the process from the 
ground up. This May, 
Alabama Extension 
will host a two-part 
homeownership pro-
gram designed to give 
first-time buyers the 
tools, knowledge, and 
confidence to move 
forward with one of 
life’s biggest deci-
sions.

The program will 
take place at the BMC 
Wellness in Centre-
ville on May 21 and 
May 28, 2026, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. each 
evening. Structured as 
a step-by-step experi-
ence, the sessions are

intended to help par-
ticipants better under-
stand the homebuying 

journey from initial 
planning to making in-
formed financial and 
real estate decisions.

Rather than over-
whelming attendees 
with industry jargon, 
the program focuses 
on clarity and guid-
ance, helping future 
homeowners feel 
more prepared and 
less intimidated by the 
process.

Whether someone 
is just beginning to 
consider buying or is 
ready to take the next 
step, the sessions aim 
to meet participants 
where they are and 
move forward at a 
manageable pace.

The second session 
on May 28 will feature 
guest speaker Tom 
Owings, a seasoned 
real estate profession-
al with more than 50 
years of experience 
in the industry. As a 
broker, attorney, and 
specialist in real estate 
transactions, invest-

ment properties, and 
estate planning, Ow-
ings brings a depth of 
knowledge that will of-
fer valuable insight into 
the legal and practical 
aspects of purchasing 
a home.

This program is part 
of Alabama Exten-
sion’s continued com-
mitment to providing 
educational resourc-
es that strengthen 
individuals, families, 
and communities. By 
equipping residents 
with reliable informa-
tion and guidance, ini-
tiatives like this help 
build confidence and 
stability for the future.

For those ready to 
take that first step to-
ward homeownership, 
or simply learn a little 
more before making 
the leap, this is a valu-
able opportunity to do 
so in a supportive, lo-
cal setting.

In a time when ca-
reer paths can feel un-
certain and constantly 
shifting, nursing con-
tinues to stand out as 
one of the most stable 
and dependable pro-
fessions available. For 
local students inter-
ested in stepping into 
that field early, an up-
coming informational 
session offers a clear 
starting point.

Shelton State Com-
munity College will 
host a Dual Enrollment 
Information Session 
for the Practical Nurs-
ing Pathway on May 5, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Bibb County Board 
of Education.

The event is open to 
high school students 
and their parents who 
are interested in ex-
ploring how a career in 
healthcare can begin 
before graduation.

The session will walk 

attendees through 
how dual enrollment 
works and how it can 
be used to jump-start a 
future in nursing. Staff 
will outline admission 
requirements, appli-
cation steps, and how 
high school course-
work can align with 
college-level classes 
to create a smooth, in-
tentional pathway into 
the Practical Nursing 
program.

One of the biggest 
advantages of dual en-
rollment is the opportu-
nity to save both time 
and money. Through 
this program, students 
can begin earning col-
lege credit while still in 
high school, with free 
classes that include 
tuition, fees, and text-
books. It’s a practi-
cal option for families 
looking to get a head 
start without adding fi-
nancial strain.

Beyond logistics, the 
session will also give 

students a broader 
look at what a career 
in nursing can offer. 
Known for its consis-
tency and demand, 
nursing provides not 
only job security but 
also the chance to 
make a meaningful im-
pact in people’s lives 
every day.

Attendees will have 
the opportunity to meet 
college representa-
tives and program 
staff, ask questions, 
and better understand 
how Shelton State can 
support the transition 
from high school stu-
dent to healthcare pro-
fessional.

For students con-
sidering their future, 
this session offers a 
straightforward, ac-
cessible way to ex-
plore a career path 
that remains steady, 
essential, and deeply 
rewarding — no matter 
how much the world 
around it changes.
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LOUISVILLE, KY 
(April 21, 2026) – To-
day, the Alabama 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (AEMA) 
inpartnership with Cli-
mavision, the weather 
technology company 
whose private radar 
network and AIdriven

forecasting fills vis-
ibility gaps across the 
country, announced 
a partnership to inte-
grate gap-filling weath-
er radar data into EMA 
operations across the 
state to provide more 
accuracy and lead 
time during severe 
weather events. The 
partnership will pro-
vide AEMA and local 
emergency manag-
ers with visibility into 
weather conditions in 
regions that were pre-
viously unobservable, 
and therefore vulner-
able to unpredictable 
weather events.

Working in Alabama 
since 2021, Climavi-
sion operates three 
of its radars in areas 
historically considered 
“radar gaps” – or large 
swathes of land where 
lower atmospheric re-
gions aren’t observed 
at all.

Emergency manag-
ers across the state 
will now have access 
to data from these ra-
dars so they can re-
spond to critical weath-
er events in regions 
they once couldn’t 
monitor. The initiative 
reflects a growing ap-
proach among states 
seeking to modernize 
situational awareness 
through public-private

collaboration without 
assuming the cost or 
complexity of owning 
and operating radar 
infrastructure.

The National Weath-
er Service (NWS) 
relies on its nation-
wide NEXRAD radar 

network to provide 
the backbone of U.S. 
weather forecasting 
and situational aware-
ness. While NEXRAD 
delivers critical up-
perlevel coverage, 
many regions, includ-
ing parts of Alabama, 
remain underserved at 
lower altitudes where 
severe weather im-
pacts communities 
most directly. Approxi-
mately 130 million 
U.S. citizens live in 
visibility gaps where 
weather conditions 
close to the ground 
aren't measured by 
existing NEXRAD ra-
dars.

State and local 
emergency manag-
ers in many areas 
have historically been 
forced to rely on dis-
tant radar coverage, 
limiting their ability to 
assess rapidly evolv-
ing threats in their own 
jurisdictions. In the last 
three years, Climavi-
sion has worked col-
laboratively with NWS 
to provide data that 
addresses these gaps.

Like Alabama, many 
states are looking 
to fill them through 
public-private partner-
ships that provide a 
cost-effective, efficient 
way to shorten radar 
installation timelines 
and cover burden-
some costs, such as 
ongoing infrastructure 
maintenance.

In Alabama specifi-
cally, Climavision’s ra-
dars fill gaps across 
one of America’s most 
widely recognized

observational gaps 
in the southwest por-
tion of the state, an 
area particularly vul-
nerable to severe 
weather but historical-
ly lacking hyper-local 
radar coverage Previ-
ously, access to radar 
data was limited to the 

local counties where 
the systems were de-
ployed. Through this 
statewide integration, 
those insights are now 
available to AEMA, 
informing the alloca-
tion of public safety 
resources, operation-
al coordination, and 
communication with 
vulnerable populations 
across Alabama.

“Our responsibility is 
to ensure every com-
munity in Alabama—
urban and rural—has 
access to the same 
level of situational 
awareness when se-
vere weather threat-
ens,” said Jeff Smith-
erman, Director of the

Alabama Emergen-
cy Management Agen-
cy. “Closing coverage 
gaps takes partnership 
across federal, state, 
county, and private-
sector teams, and this 
approach allows us to 
do that in a way that is 
both collaborative and 
fiscally responsible.”

Climavision oper-
ates under a service-
based model that ad-
dresses the limitations 
of ad hoc gap-filling 
efforts. The compa-
ny owns, operates, 
and maintains its ra-
dar systems, working 
with local and state 
partners to strategi-
cally site installations. 
Supplemental radar 
observations are in-
tegrated into existing 
forecasting and emer-
gency management 
workflows, allowing 
agencies to enhance 
situational awareness.

“Weather planning 
and response requires 
tight communication 
and coordination with 
federal, state, and lo-
cal partners,” said Tara 
Leigh Goode, Climavi-
sion’s Head of Radar 
Operations and Stra-
tegic Partnerships. 

“This exciting partner-
ship with AEMA dem-
onstrates how we can 
all work together to 
accelerate innovation 
and solutions in the in-
terest of a safer, more 
resilient nation. We’re 
grateful to AEMA for 
their leadership in di-
saster preparedness 
and proud to partner 
with them.”

“The first phase of 
this effort focused on 
deploying the physical 
infrastructure needed 
to observe weather 
where it previously 
couldn’t be seen,” 
said Chris Goode, Co-
Founder and CEO of 
Climavision.

“This next phase — 
making that data ac-
cessible statewide — 
shows how states can 
responsibly modernize 
their weather readi-
ness. Alabama’s ap-
proach demonstrates 
what’s possible when 
state leadership, local 
partners, and federal 
systems work togeth-
er, and we expect this 
model to become in-
creasingly relevant as 
weather risks continue 
to intensify.”

With an optimal 
range of 60 miles 
and up to 10x the 
resolution of standard 
NEXRAD S-band ra-
dars, Climavision ra-

dar systems provide 
high-fidelity observa-
tions critical for severe 
weather monitoring. In

addition to Alabama, 
Climavision’s network 
fills visibility gaps in 
13 other states: Ar-
kansas, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, North Caro-
lina, Oklahoma, Kan-
sas, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, and Tex-
as. The company will 
expand to Florida this 
year. All radar systems 
are safe and licensed 
by the Federal Com-
munications Commis-
sion (FCC).



May 8, 2026	 Centreville Press | Page 3

LOCAL & GOVERNMENT

WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date: April 20, 2026

Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

Sympathy goes 
out to the family of 
Shelby Belcher III, 
age 80, who passed 
away on April 20, 
2026. He was a 
resident of Brier-
field, Alabama. A 
service was held for 
Shelby on Thurs-
day, April 23, 2026 
at 1:00 p.m. at San-
dy Chapel Church 
in Centreville, Ala-
bama. Shelby will be 
missed greatly by his 
family, many friends, 
and neighbors.

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Bobb & 
Jane Watts who will 
celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary 
on May 6, 2026.

Belated birthday 
wishes go out to 
Nate Dunn who cel-
ebrated his birthday 
on Friday, April 24, 
2026.

Birthday wishes 
go out to several 
who will celebrate 
birthdays in May; 
Sandi Meigs Hors-
ley, Melanie Breland, 
Robert Poe, The-
resa Frazier Green, 
Lisa Bowman, Beth 

Creel, Roslyn Smith.
On Sunday April 

26, 2026 a fellow-
ship luncheon was 
held at Brent Bap-
tist Church to recog-
nize the Seniors of 
2026. Silas McAfee 
was recognized for 
graduating at BCHS. 
Congratulations Si-
las we wish you a 
bright future.

We are West 
Blocton is proud to 
Announce our 2026 
Miss Cahaba Lily, 
Miss Emily Carden. 
Congratulations Em-
ily. 

Sympathy goes 
out to the fam-
ily of Dewey Travis 
Englebert, age 88, 
who passed away 
on April 26, 2026. 
Services were held 
for Travis on Thurs-
day, April 30, 2026 
at Rockco Funeral 
Home with burial at 
Pineland Cemetery. 
Travis will be missed 
greatly. 

If you have news 
call it in at 205-316-
1181. Take care and 
God bless. 

The Town Council 
of the Town of West 
Blocton, Alabama met 
in a Regular Council 
Meeting at the Munici-
pal Building on Mon-
day April 20, 2026, 
at 7:00pm. A quorum 
being present, Mayor 
Daniel Sims called 
the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm. Prayer 
was led by Eloise 
Ward and Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by 
Glenn Johnson. Roll 
Call was called by 
Brandy Fancher, Town 
Clerk.

Present: Eloise 
Ward, Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron, Kristen 
Nash Mayors Notes:

1.		  M a y o r 
Sims wanted to rec-
ognize Council mem-
ber Kristen Nash for 
her work at the West 
Blocton Elementary 
School's Wax Mu-
seum. It was a huge 
success and thought 
everyone that had a 
hand in it had done a 
phenomenal job.

2,	 R e m i n d e r 
Statement of Econom-
ic Interest is due April 
30, 2026

3.	 Old Timers Ball 
game and Fish Fry is 
set for 5-9-2026 at the 
High School softball 
field

Living Water Utilities 
2025 MWPP Report

Roll Call Vote was 
used to accept 2025 
MWPP Report that 
will be submitted to 
ADEM. Yes- Eloise 
Ward, Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron and 
Kristen Nash Yes-5 
No-0

Previous Council 
Meeting Minutes 4-6-
2026

Council member 
Stephanie Brasher 
made the motion to 
approve the previous 
Council Meeting Min-
utes for 4-6-2026. Mo-
tion was seconded by 
Council member Kris-
ten Nash. All in favor 
and motion so carried.

12 Poles for Solar 
String Lights at Town 
Park

Roll Call Vote was 
used to approve 
$1200.00 to purchase 
12 poles for String 
Lights at Town Park. 
Yes- Eloise Ward, 
Glenn Johnson, 
Stephanie Brasher, 
Blane Sherron and 
Kristen Nash

Yes-5 No-0

Water Clerk Position
Roll Call Vote was 

used to approve a Wa-
ter Clerk position with 
pay range $18-$23 
with Benefits. Yes- 
Eloise Ward, Glenn 
Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sher-
ron and Kristen Nash

Yes-5 No-0

First Financial Bank 
Accounts Interest

Roll Call Vote was 
used to approve all 
accounts with First Fi-
nancial to have 1.15% 
interest added. Yes- 
Eloise Ward, Glenn 

Johnson, Stephanie 
Brasher, Blane Sher-
ron and Kristen Nash

Yes-5 No-0

Citizens to Speak- 
None

Council member 
Blane Sherron made 
the motion to go into 
Executive Session for 
Business/Good Name 
for 15-20 minutes 
starting at 7:35pm. 
Motion was seconded 
by Council member 
Glenn Johnson. All in 
favor and motion so 
carried.

Council member 
Blane Sherron made 
the motion to return 
into regular session 
and adjourn meeting. 
Motion was seconded 
by Council member El-
oise Ward. All in favor 
and motion so carried.

Citizens to Speak - 
None

The West Blocton 
Middle School’s soft-
ball roster for this 
season included Kai-
lynn Smith,Zillie Bush, 
Ava Pierson, Cayden 
Odom, Ayla Bates, 
Dezaray Davis, Crim-
son Jennings, Ava 
Shadwick, Kelsie 
Fortenberry, Arayleigh 
Lewis, Ava Herndon, 
Harper Lawley, Mad-
die Zavala, Aubree 
Martin, Molly Canter-
bury, Khloe Barrett, 
and Haven Ashley.

Under the leadership 
of coaches Chloe Rob-
ertson, Melinda Jen-
nings, and Jonathan 
Jennings, this young 
team showed tremen-
dous growth from 
start to finish. Their 
development over the 
course of the season 
highlighted both their 
dedication and poten-
tial. Coach Robertson 
expressed how much 
she values this group, 
noting that it will be 
difficult to see the 8th 
graders move on, but 

excited to see them 
do big things in high 
school.

Crimson Jennings 
led the team offensive-
ly with an outstanding 
.525 batting average, 
followed by Kailynn 
Smith with an impres-
sive .378. Both players 
demonstrated strong 
leadership on the field 
and made significant 
contributions on both 
offense and defense 
throughout the sea-
son.

A special recogni-
tion was also given 
to Molly Canterbury, 
who worked tirelessly 
as the team’s starting 
pitcher. Canterbury 
appeared in 15 games 
this season, playing a 
key role in the team’s 
performance.

Coach Robertson 
shared that she is so 
proud of every single 
player this season for 
their hard work, per-
severance, and de-
termination. Our team 
is very young and we 

even had a few girls 
that had never played 
before, but by the end 
of season you would 
have never guessed 
that. I am so proud of 
them for going out of 
their comfort zone this 
year and trying some-
thing new in 7th grade. 
There are not many 
people that would 
do that, and I am so 
thankful that they did. 
The team looks for-
ward to next season as 
the current 7th graders 
step into leadership 
roles.

The team closed out 
the season on a high 
note with a 8-6 victory 
over Bibb. Following 
the win, players cel-
ebrated together at 
THE BLOC with pizza 
and Ice Cream. It is 
not about how you 
start but about how 
you finish. The coach-
es stated that they are 
so proud of this team 
for working hard all 
season and for never 
giving up.

WBMS Softball

The Bibb County 
Education Retiree's 
Association had their 
April meeting at the 
Bibb Wellness Cen-
ter. Regional Director 
Icie Wriley attended 
the meeting and Mi-
chelle Giddens from 
the Bibb County Ex-
tension presented the 
program on gardening 

in small spaces. For 
the service project for 
April, club members 
brought cooking uten-
sils and items needed 
by " A Cup of Joy" cof-
fee shop at the Brent/ 
Centreville Library. 
The program is a com-
munity based work ex-
perience for students 
with disabilities to sup-

port job development 
and employment op-
portunities post high 
school. Attendees 
were: Icie Wriley, Dis-
trict Director; Barbara 
Smith, Avis Huey, Fran 
Kornegay, Mary Beth 
Sansing, Donna Cook, 
Vickie Brown and Mi-
chelle Giddens.

Bibb County Education 
Retiree’s Association 

April Meeting
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Alabama Arise 
on state grocery 

tax holiday: ‘Two 
months is a good 

start toward forever’

Barfoot and Hatcher Outsmart 
Federal Courts

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

May 6, 2026:

A couple of years ago, Democratic Party 
legal groups found a sympathetic federal 
panel in the Northern District of Alabama, 
and that court created a new minority Dem-
ocratic Congressional District. That district 
came into existence a little over a year ago.

The Constitution grants the power to draw 
and determine Congressional and Legisla-
tive districts to legislatures in each state. 
Our duly elected Alabama Legislature had 
created, for several decades, districts that 
yielded six Republicans and one Democrat.

Using the auspices of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, the federal court ruled, and then 
drew new maps that led to a new Congres-
sional Democratic district. That seat is now 
held by Mobile Democrat Shomari Figures. 
Our delegation now has five Republicans 
and two Democrats.

Having had success with congressional 
realignment, these same Democratic legal 
groups focused on the Alabama State Sen-
ate. Again, they were successful with the 
same Federal Judge, however, with a lim-
ited focus. The Court zeroed in on the Mont-
gomery River Region. This Republican dis-
trict of Senator Will Barfoot was comprised 
of the white areas of east Montgomery, Pike 
Road, along with Crenshaw and Elmore 
counties.  After the interventionist decision 
by the same Federal Judge that changed 
Alabama’s Congressional lines, the jurist 
commenced, again, to redraw the lines. 

The court dissolved the Barfoot Senate 
District 25 and created a new Democratic 
Montgomery-based State Senate district, 
combining the former River Region district 
with areas where there was burgeoning 
growth of the black population of Montgom-
ery. Currently, the area has two very com-
petent, diligent, and popular State Sena-
tors. However, the drafter made Democrat 
Hatcher’s District 26 a winnable Republican 
district and made Barfoot’s District 25 a very 
likely Democratic district.

After a month or so of mulling over the new 
lines, Barfoot and Hatcher, who get along 
well together and work well together rep-
resenting Montgomery, said, “why don’t we 
just swap Senate district numbers?”

Senator Will Barfoot initiated the maneu-
ver. He studied it and ran it by several folks 
and political powers, and everybody told 
him, “That dog will hunt.” When Hatcher 
contemplated the plan, the amicable, prag-
matic Democrat 

had no problem changing his Senate dis-
trict number from 26 to 25. Afterall, the ruling 
had moved most of his constituents to the 

new District 25 anyway. Furthermore, these 
voters do not care what the district number 
is, they just know Hatcher is who they want 
as their State Senator.

Senator Will Barfoot made one of the bold-
est and shrewdest moves seen in Alabama 
politics in a long time. Barfoot outwitted the 
Federal Judge and turned the tables on 
her, saving a Republican Seat in the State 
Senate and in turn, saving and preserving 
Hatcher’s familiar Democratic district. Bar-
foot and Hatcher did what you call “making 
lemonade out of lemons.” The people of that 
area will have continuity and selfless public 
servants with Hatcher and Barfoot repre-
senting them in the Alabama State Senate.

Senator Barfoot’s statement in announc-
ing the changing of State Senate numbers 
was one of the most succinct and accurate 
summations I have ever seen or heard. Bar-
foot, the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, said he is running for reelection 
to the Senate from Seat 25 to Seat 26 be-
cause the Court ruling “makes no sense.” 

Barfoot went on to add, “I cannot allow 
one of the most conservative counties in 
Alabama – Elmore County – to be denied 
the conservative representation it deserves 
simply because Federal Courts issued a 
badly flawed ruling. Allowing a Democrat 
to represent Elmore County in the Alabama 
State Senate would be like Bernie Sanders 
representing Alabama in the U.S. Senate 
and casting liberal votes that do not reflect 
the views of the citizens they swore an oath 
to serve. When that happens, grassroots 
voices are silenced, and conservative views 
are ignored. I’m running in District 26 to en-
sure that conservative Republicans in El-
more County and throughout the area are 
represented by a conservative Trump Re-
publican and not a woke liberal Democrat 
who fights against everything they believe 
and embrace.”

The new district lines that were dictated 
from the Federal Judge were drawn by an 
untrained 18-year-old college freshman 
Democrat, who used an online app and sub-
mitted the map to the Courts for consider-
ation.

This novice mistake allowed Will Barfoot 
and Kirk Hatcher outsmarted the Federal 
Courts and made lemonade out of lemons.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading politi-
cal columnist. His weekly column appears in 
over 60 Alabama newspapers. He served 
16 years in the state legislature. Steve may 
be reached at steve@steveflowers.us.

A one-time, two-
month holiday on Ala-
bama’s state sales tax 
on groceries began 
May 1. HB 527 by 
Rep. James Lomax, R-
Huntsville, will reduce 
the state grocery tax 
from 2% to 0% starting 
May 1 and continuing 
through June 30. The 
state grocery tax rate 
will return to 2% on 
July 1.

Alabama Arise ex-
ecutive director Robyn 
Hyden released the 
following statement 
Friday about the law’s 
implementation and 
what should happen 
next:

“Two months is a 
good start toward 
forever. Eliminating 
the state grocery tax 
– even temporarily – 
will make it easier for 
every Alabamian to 
make ends meet, es-
pecially in this time of 
persistently high food 
prices. People who 
are struggling to make 
ends meet will benefit 
the most of all.

“The grocery tax is a 
cruel tax on survival. It 
drives many families 
deeper into poverty, 
and Alabama Arise 
remains committed to 
the goal of eliminating 
it entirely. Arise mem-
bers from every cor-
ner of our state have 
advocated tirelessly 
for decades for Ala-
bama to untax grocer-
ies. And our work will 
continue until the state 
grocery tax is a thing 

of the past.

What should happen 
next

“The state grocery 
tax reductions in 2023 
and 2025 were essen-
tial steps toward tax 
justice. But Alabama 
still remains one of 
nine states taxing gro-
ceries, and our legis-
lators should commit 
to removing our state 
from that shameful list 
once and for all.

“As we work to un-
tax groceries, we also 
must protect funding 
for our children’s edu-
cation. Lawmakers 
should work together 
to end the state gro-
cery tax sustainably 
and responsibly with-
out harming Education 
Trust Fund revenues.

“Arise is open to nu-
merous ideas for re-
placement revenue. 
We continue to sup-
port our longstanding 
proposal to replace 
grocery tax revenue 
by capping or ending 
the state income tax 
deduction for federal 
income tax payments. 
Alabama is the only 
state to allow this full 
deduction, which over-
whelmingly benefits 
the wealthiest house-
holds. Closing this 
loophole would pro-
tect funding for public 
schools and ensure 
Alabama can afford to 
end the state sales tax 
on groceries forever.”



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few hymns carry both the 
weight of history and the power 
of conviction quite like A Mighty

Fortress Is Our God. Written by 
Martin Luther during the height 
of the Protestant Reformation,

this hymn stands as both a 
declaration of faith and a reflec-
tion of a turbulent time in church

history.
Luther, widely known for spark-

ing the Reformation in 1517 by 
challenging the practices of the

Catholic Church, believed 
deeply in a personal relationship 
with God — one not dependent 
on

intermediaries. While his writ-
ings and teachings reshaped 
theology, his influence extended 
just

as powerfully into music. Lu-
ther viewed music as a gift from 
God, something that could

strengthen faith, drive out fear, 
and unite believers. He even in-
sisted that those who taught

God’s people should under-
stand the power of sacred song.

Out of that conviction, Luther 
began writing hymns that con-
gregations could sing for them-
selves.

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, 
written between 1527 and 1529, 
emerged during one of the

darkest and most danger-

ous periods of the Reformation, 
when persecution was wide-
spread. Its

bold, unwavering lyrics offered 
comfort and courage, reminding 
believers of God’s strength in

the face of fear. It quickly be-
came known as “The Battle 
Hymn of the Reformation.”

Musically, there is some debate 
about whether Luther composed 
the tune himself or adapted it

from an existing melody. Re-
gardless, his influence is unmis-
takable. A skilled musician who

played both the lute and flute, 
Luther helped shape a new era 
of congregational singing that

made worship more acces-
sible and personal.

Originally written in German, 
the hymn has since been trans-
lated into many languages, with

several English versions gain-
ing popularity over time. Despite 
differences in wording, the

message remains the same: 
God is a steadfast refuge.

Centuries later, A Mighty For-
tress Is Our God continues to 
echo through churches around 
the

world — a lasting reminder of 
faith that stands firm, even in the 
midst of struggle.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! If 
you have water in your 
home that needs to be 
dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code 
of service location 
ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service 
available for appliance 
repair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrigera-
tor, Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. Cer-
tified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule 
your appointment now! 
1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profession-
al installs. Call Now! 
1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV, Trac-
tor or Golf Cart? AD-
VERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching 
over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your 

ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide! 

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer to-
day by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for a 
free quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 

FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up 

to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work 
or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

CAHABA GLADES
A P A R T M E N T S

1160 South Scottsville Rd.
Centreville, AL 35042  

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Family Oriented

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Central Heat & Air • Laundry Room

Playground • Recreation Room
Rental Assistance

Washer/Dryer Connection

On-Site Manager & Maintenance Personnel
For More Information Call 205.926.7619

Monday - Friday • 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For Deaf & Hearing Impaired Only
TDD 1-800-255-0135 (V) 1-800-255-0056 (T/A)

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  

   
 



BMC Wellness Cen-
ter is preparing to cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day 
with a special opportu-
nity for the community 
to get involved.

Community mem-
bers can honor their 
mothers or loved ones 
by sending a floral ar-
rangement through 
Cahaba Flowers, while 
also supporting a local 
small business.

The center is also 
inviting local churches, 

businesses, organiza-
tions, and individuals 
to “Sponsor a Mom.” 
Those interested can 
contact the activities 
department to help 
make the holiday ex-
tra meaningful for resi-
dents.

In addition to Moth-
er’s Day celebrations, 
BMC Wellness Center 
will host a Ladies Day 
event on May 20. The 
event will feature arts 
and crafts, shopping, 
and health information 
for attendees.
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL

BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

About This Poem
This poem was taken from a 

handwritten message to the chil-
dren of Mrs. George B. Vernon 
Jr. (1918-2012) and offered to the 
Press for publication. Her well 
known children include George, 
Rosalind, Mark, Joseph, Philip, 
Stephen, Ruth & Rachel 

This poem has been widely 
shared for many years in church 
bulletins, greeting cards, and online 
posts. It is often attributed to Helen 
Steiner Rice, a well-known writer of 

inspirational verse.
However, no verified source has 

been found linking this poem to her 
published works. Because of that, 
the poem is best regarded as anon-
ymous, with the attribution to Rice 
considered a common but uncon-
firmed association.

Like many sentimental poems 
passed from hand to hand, its exact 
origin has been lost over time—but 
its message continues to resonate 
with readers.

A Few Simple Ways to 
Make Mom Feel Truly 

Loved This Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day has 
a way of sneaking 
up on people. One 
minute it’s April, the 
next you’re standing 
in a card aisle hoping 
something halfway 
decent hasn’t already 
been picked over. But 
underneath the flowers 
and last-minute plans, 
the goal is pretty 
simple: make her feel 
seen, appreciated, 
and maybe a little 
spoiled in a way she 
usually doesn’t allow 
for herself.

The good news is, it 
doesn’t take a grand 
production to do that 
well. It just takes a little 
intention.

Start with your time. 
Real time. The kind 
where you’re not 
checking your phone 
every few minutes 
or mentally running 
through your to-
do list. Sit with her, 
talk with her, take 

her somewhere she 
enjoys, or just slow 
down long enough to 
actually be present. 
It’s a small shift, but it 
carries a lot of weight.

Next, lighten her 
load for the day. Pay 
attention to the things 
she usually takes 
care of and quietly 
handle them yourself. 
Whether it’s cooking, 
cleaning, or running 
errands, stepping in 
without being asked 
says more than any 
gift ever could. And 
if you manage to do 
it without asking a 
dozen questions along 
the way, even better.

It’s also worth putting 
something in writing. It 
doesn’t have to be long 
or overly polished, just

sincere. A few honest 
sentences about what 
she means to you or 
what you’ve learned 
from her can become 
something she holds 
onto far longer than 
anything store-bought.

Try to shape the 
day around what she 
actually enjoys. Some 
moms love a full day 
out, others would much 
rather keep things 
quiet and simple. 
Paying attention to 
that detail shows that 
you’re thinking about 
her as a person, not 
just checking a box on 
the calendar.

And finally, take 
a moment to really 
check in. Ask how 
she’s doing, beyond 
the usual “I’m fine.”

Mothers and mother 
figures often carry 
more than they let on, 
and giving them space 
to be cared for, even 
briefly, matters.

At the end of the day, 
it’s not about getting 
everything perfect. It’s 
about making sure she 
knows, in a genuine 
and thoughtful way, 
that she’s loved — not 
just today, but every 
day you remember

to show it.

BMC Wellness Center 
Invites Community to 

Celebrate Mother’s Day
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN________________
REPORTER

Kids Derby Returns to Bibb County Lake 
for a Full Day of Fishing and Family Fun

A favorite local tradi-
tion is making its re-
turn this spring, and it’s 
shaping up to be a full 
day of simple, outdoor 
fun for families across 
the community. Five 
Hooks Bait and Tackle 
will host the 2026 Kids 
Derby at Bibb County 
Lake on Saturday, 
May 23, inviting young 
anglers ages 1 to 15 to 
cast a line and enjoy a 
day by the water.

The event will run 
from sunrise to sunset, 
giving families plenty 
of time to come and 
go, settle in, and make 
a day of it. Whether it’s 
a child’s first time hold-
ing a fishing pole or a 
yearly tradition they 
look forward to, the 
derby offers a relaxed 
and welcoming envi-
ronment where every-
one can participate.

Fishing and prizes 
will be part of the fun 
throughout the day, 
adding just enough 
friendly excitement 
without taking away 
from the laid-back at-

mosphere that makes 
events like this so en-
joyable. It’s less about 
competition and more 
about creating memo-
ries, though a good 
catch never hurts.

There will also be 
plenty to keep ev-
eryone fueled and 
refreshed. Veterans 
Café will be on site 
serving food, while 
The Junk Spot will 
offer drinks, fresh 
squeezed lemonade, 
dirty sodas, and a va-
riety of sweet treats. 
Add in giveaways and 
a few surprises along 
the way, and it’s easy 
to see why this event 
has become a com-
munity favorite.

At its heart, the Kids 
Derby is about bring-
ing people together, 
families, friends, and 
neighbors, around 
something simple and 
meaningful. A fishing 
pole, a little patience, 
and a good stretch of 
time outdoors can go a 
long way.

For those looking for 
an easy way to spend 
a spring Saturday, this 
is one worth circling on 
the calendar.
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REGISTERED VOTER POLL LOCATOR

To locate your polling place, find your name on the list 
and locate the number beside your name.  Use this guide 
to locate your polling place with address. 
 

Polling Place # Polling Place Address 
100 GREENPOND FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
19639 EASTERN VALLEY ROAD 
WOODSTOCK AL 35188 

200 ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 
 

456 CAHABA RIVER DRIVE 
WEST BLOCTON AL 35184 

300 EOLINE FIRE DEPT 
 

6480 HWY 82 WEST 
CENTERVILLE AL 35042 

400 BRENT CITY HALL 
 

22 1ST STREET 
BRENT AL 35034 

500 ROCK BUILDING 
 

157 S.W. DAVIDSON DRIVE 
CENTERVILLE AL 35042 

600 SIX MILE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

100 SIX MILE SCHOOL RD 
CENTREVILLE AL  35042 

700 LAWLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2971 HIGHWAY 36 
LAWLEY AL 36793 

800 LAWLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

2971 HIGHWAY 36 
LAWLEY AL 36793 

900 NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 
 

185 WALNUT ST  
CENTREVILLE AL 35042 

1000 ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 
 

456 CAHABA RIVER DRIVE 
WEST BLOCTON AL 35184 

1001 SIX MILE COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

100 SIX MILE SCHOOL RD 
CENTREVILLE AL  35042 

1100 ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 
 

456 CAHABA RIVER DRIVE 
WEST BLOCTON AL 35184 

1101 GREENPOND FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

19639 EASTERN VALLEY ROAD 
WOODSTOCK AL 35188 

1200 EOLINE FIRE DEPT 
 

6480 HWY 82 WEST 
CENTERVILLE AL 35042 

1300 BRENT CITY HALL 
 

22 1ST STREET 
BRENT AL 35034 

1400 ROCK BUILDING 
 

157 S.W. DAVIDSON DRIVE 
CENTERVILLE AL 35042 

 
 
  

Special Section B of the Centreville Press is provided this week as a supplemental list to the one 
published April 24, 2026.

We at the Centreville Press would like to thank our readers for their continued support, and would 
like to encourage everyone to get out and vote!

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 - The staff of the Centreville Press

Instructions:

Step 1: Find your name on the list in the following pages (sorted alphabetically by last name).
Step 2: Find the number to the right of your name.
Step 3: Locate that number on the list of poll locations below to find your polling place.
Step 4: GO VOTE!

Where to Vote 
on May 19th!

BIBB COUNTY
STATE OF ALABAMA

QUALIFIED VOTERS
BIBB COUNTY

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF

STEPHANIE KEMMER
Judge of Probate

Pursuant to the  Code of Alabama,1975, §17-4-1, I, STEPHANIE KEMMER, Probate Judge, hereby certify
that the within constitutes the supplement list of registered voters inadvertently omitted from the original list published 
previously, as the same appears from the list on file in this office based on information provided by the Board of Registrars.
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REGISTERED VOTER POLL LOCATOR

SECTION 1 SECTION 2

SECTION 3 SECTION 4

Step 1: Find your name on the registered voter list below.
Step 2: Find the number to the right of your name.
Step 3: Locate that number on the list of poll locations on page B1. Step 4: GO VOTE!
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