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Bibb Medical Center Announces New 
Leadership to Guide Future Growth

Bibb Medical Center 
is entering a new chap-
ter with the announce-
ment of key leadership 
appointments aimed 
at strengthening care, 
expanding services, 
and continuing its long-
standing commitment 
to the community.

Effective April 1, 
2026, Heather Des-
mond has been named 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer. A Bibb County na-
tive, Desmond brings 
both professional ex-
pertise and a deep 
personal connection 
to the community she 
now serves in this 
new capacity. With a 
Master of Health Care 
Administration and a 
Bachelor of Science in 

Commerce and Busi-
ness Administration, 
she steps into the role 
with more than two de-
cades of experience at 
Bibb Medical Center.

Desmond began her 
career with the orga-
nization in 2005 and 
most recently served 
as Chief Financial Of-
ficer. Throughout her 
tenure, she has played 
a vital role in strength-
ening financial stability, 
supporting long-term 
planning, and helping 
position the hospital 
for sustainable growth. 
Her leadership is root-
ed in collaboration, in-
novation, and a strong 
focus on patient-cen-
tered care.

“It is an honor to step 
into this role and work 
alongside such a ded-
icated group of pro-

fessionals,” Desmond 
shared in a BMC re-
lease. “I look forward 
to building on the hos-
pital’s strong founda-
tion, expanding ser-
vices, and continuing 
to meet the healthcare 
needs of Bibb County 
and the surrounding 
areas.”

Supporting this tran-
sition, Camille Gibson 
will serve as Hospital 
Administrator, over-
seeing daily oper-
ations and working 
closely with both clini-
cal and administrative 
teams. With a back-
ground as a registered 
nurse and extensive 
leadership experience, 
Gibson brings a bal-
anced perspective that 
prioritizes both patient 
care and operational 
efficiency.

The Calm Behind the Call: Honoring 
Bibb County’s 911 Dispatchers

In moments of crisis, 
when fear is high and 
seconds matter, there 
is a steady voice on 
the other end of the 
line guiding the way. 
This week, as Nation-
al Public Safety Tele-
communications Week 
is recognized across 
the country, the Bibb 
County Commission 
is taking time to honor 
the dedicated team at 
Bibb County E-911 for 
the vital role they play 
in keeping the commu-
nity safe.

While first respond-
ers are often the ones 
seen arriving on scene, 
it is the dispatchers 
who set everything in 
motion. They are the 
first point of contact 
in emergencies — an-
swering calls, gather-
ing critical information, 
and ensuring that fire, 
law enforcement, and 
rescue teams are sent 
exactly where they are 
needed, without delay. 
Their work requires 
calm under pressure, 
quick thinking, and an 
ability to provide re-
assurance in some of 
the most stressful mo-
ments a person may 

experience.
Every call is differ-

ent. Some are urgent, 
some are chaotic, and 
many come from in-
dividuals who don’t 
know what to do next. 
Dispatchers step into 
that uncertainty with 
professionalism and 
care, offering clear 
instructions, steady 
guidance, and a sense 
of control when it’s 
needed most. They 
are, in many ways, the 
unseen lifeline con-
necting the community 
to help.

The Bibb Coun-
ty Commission ex-
pressed its apprecia-
tion for the E-911 staff, 
recognizing the count-
less hours, the emo-
tional weight, and the 
unwavering dedication 
that comes with the 
job. Their service often 
goes unnoticed, but its 
impact is felt every sin-
gle day.

As the community 
pauses to reflect this 
week, it serves as a 
reminder that behind 
every emergency re-
sponse is a voice that 
answered the call first 
— and that voice mat-
ters more than most 
people ever realize.

Additionally, Kan-
dace Shoults will serve 
as Nursing Home Ad-
ministrator. A Licensed 
Nursing Home Ad-
ministrator and Certi-
fied Registered Nurse 
Practitioner, Shoults 
combines clinical ex-

pertise with strong 
leadership, ensuring 
residents receive com-
passionate, high-qual-
ity care in a supportive 
environment.

With this leadership 
team in place, Bibb 
Medical Center con-

tinues to build on its 
legacy as a trusted 
healthcare provider, 
remaining focused on 
improving the health 
and well-being of the 
community it proudly 
serves.
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Alabama’s National Forests Mark 
Start of 2026 Recreation Season 

(Montgomery, Ala., 
April 8, 2026) — The 
recreation season for 
2026 has officially be-
gun on Alabama’s four 
national forests. 

The Forest Ser-
vice invites outdoor 
enthusiasts to wel-
come spring with a 
visit to the Bankhead, 
Conecuh, Talladega 
or Tuskegee national 
forests. Whether you 
enjoy hiking, fishing, 
biking, horseback rid-
ing, swimming, pic-
nicking, target shoot-
ing or camping, these 
forests offer a wide 
range of options. Con-
tact a Forest Service 
office to help plan your 
trip—and remember to 
recreate responsibly. 

According to Ala-

bama’s Forest Super-
visor Linwood Butler, 
this is a wonderful 
time of the year to ex-
perience what national 
forests have to offer 
through recreation ac-
tivities.  

“Recreation provides 
the chance to make 
connections, build re-
lationships, and foster 
long-term care and 
stewardship of our 
natural resources,” 
said Butler. “The For-
est Service continues 
to invest in initiatives 
to ensure Alabama’s 
recreation sites are 
accessible, safe and 
enjoyable.” 

The Forest Service 
manages 28 camp-
grounds and more 
than 430 miles of trails 

across Alabama’s na-
tional forests. There is 
plenty to explore, and 
spring is a great time 
to do so.  

“It is a great opportu-
nity for families to get 
out and enjoy nature,” 
said Cameron Seals, 
recreation program 
manager for the Na-
tional Forests in Ala-
bama. “Always plan 
ahead, know the rules 
and think about safety 
to get the best recre-
ation experience.”  

For more informa-
tion about recreation 
opportunities, maps, 
discount passes, di-
rections and fees, visit 
our National Forests in 
Alabama website and 
follow our Facebook 
page. 

32 Alabama Schools to Be Recognized 
at CLAS Awards Ceremony

The Council for 
Leaders in Alabama 
Schools will recognize 
dozens of schools for 
excellence in educa-
tion during its upcom-
ing awards ceremony 
on April 27 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:40 p.m. It 
will take place at the 
Montgomery Marri-
ott Prattville Hotel & 
Conference Center 

at Capitol Hill. The 
ceremony will honor 
32 schools across 
the state as CLAS 
Schools of Distinction. 
From that group, eight 
schools will be select-
ed as CLAS Banner 
Schools.

The CLAS Banner 
School Award rec-
ognizes schools with 
outstanding programs 
that serve as models 
for others across Ala-
bama.

While no schools 
from Bibb County were 
selected this year, sev-
eral nearby schools 
in Tuscaloosa were 
recognized as CLAS 
Schools of Distinction, 
highlighting strong 
academic programs 
in the region. Each 
recognized school will 
receive a banner to 
display, signifying its 
achievement and com-
mitment to educational 
excellence.
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

West Eoline News
By Jane Hannah

The BCHS Class 
of 1961 had their an-
nual monthly break-
fast on Friday, April 
3, 2026; enjoyed by 
all.

BCHS Class of 
1969 had a really 
great time at their get 
together on Friday, 
April 3, 2026 at El 
Comal in Centreville. 
They were joined by 
Class of 1967, Pa-
tricia Bamberg Hub-
bard and 1968 mem-
ber Jerry Pow. It was 
special having them 
with us. Thanks to 
Allen Wyatt for start-
ing this one. All re-
porting having a 
great time, looking 
forward to the net 
get together.

Among those hav-
ing birthdays in April, 
we send out birth-
day wishes to them; 
Kimberly Lynn John-
son, Chris Snyder, 
April Weaver, Tanya 
McLemore, Delo-
ris Kornegay, Tony 
Stewart, Larry Spei-
ghts, Tammy Hall-
man and Frank Bar-

ton.
A speedy recov-

ery goes out to Jim 
Perry who recently 
underwent knee sur-
gery. 

Joining Larry and 
Vicki Speights on 
Saturday before 
Easter, April 4, 2026 
were their children 
and grandchildren, 
Jim and Laura Blu-
menfeld and Lil-
ly, Stacie Brewer, 
Phoenix and Johah. 
All enjoyed the food, 
the games includ-
ing a sack race that 
was a lot of fun and 
the Easter Egg Hunt. 
Leaving for home af-
ter the day looking 
forward to the next 
get together.

Charlotte Lovelady 
West joined Perry 
party of five for the 
Easter weekend. 
Paul cooked dinner 
on Saturday night 
and breakfast Easter 
morning. 

Call your news in 
at (205) 316-1181. 
Take care and God 
bless. 

BY SAVANNA LOGAN________________
REPORTER

EASTER - Thanks 
to Lisa, Del, Trevor 
& Trey Deason for 
hosting our family 
gathering.  Wayne 
Deason’s - Garner 
- Fondren - Cad-
dis Crew numbered
27, Geneva Mull-
ins bunch was 9, Jo
Kitchen & company
totalled 3, Jane Han-
nah had 5, Barbara’s
bunch was 6 and C
H had 4; total 54.  He
is Risen!

Stacey Thompson 
cooked a delicious 
Easter lunch for her 
family.  Enjoying the 
food and fellowship 
were Fred Boothe, 
Dezi Franklin, Des-
tiny Mikayla, Wes 
Register, & Jim Kirk-
endall.  The com-
pleted screened in 
porch was an enjoy-
able place to relax.

Thanks Lou & 
Tracey Holladay for 
housing my plants all 
winter and  returning 
them.

Ruth Deason, Jane 
Hannah,  Jo Kitch-
en, Stacey & Chad 
Thompson, & Jim 
Kirkendall always 
enjoy the good food, 
efficient and friendly 
service by Danny 
Samoya at Juan’s.

Stacey Thompson 
started celebrating 
her birthday April 11 
cruising the Warrior 
River “Pontoon” style 

with her “squeezy”, 
Chad.  They were 
packing the boat, 
getting ready to roll 
before four a. m.. 
Fred Boothe & Jim 
Kirkendall enjoyed 
the river with them.  
Jackie McMurry 
and Samira Massey 
were also enjoying 
the river in Jackie’s 
boat.  

Jane Hannah, Jim 
Kirkendall, Jackie 
McMurry, Samira 
& Ken Massey en-
joyed Pizza, and 
games Friday eve-
ning.  Betty & Mike 
Beam joined in later.  
It was a fun evening. 

I now have a great 
great grandchild.  
Emerson was born 
March 19 to Shelby 
Robinson.  They 
are currently living 
with me, along with 
Ronnie, LaShelle & 
Kaydi.  The house is 
wild and full of love 
and people.  Gotta 
make a 5th genera-
tion photo.

I drove to Albert-
ville April 11th to cel-
ebrate granddaugh-
ters Harper and Ha-
ven’s birthdays.  The 
children enjoyed 
yard games and re-
freshments while us 
older ones looked 
on.  It was a bless-
ing to see grandsons 
Jeremy & Jonathan, 
their wives Blakely 
& Bianca and great 

grands Maddox, Ha-
ven & Harper.  It was 
also a treat to see 
Connie & Joe Hunt, 
Irene & David Kilpat-
rick.

BIRTHDAYS:  Be-
lated BEST WISHES 
TO: Jeff Rylee, Con-
dy Fowler, Meagan 
Vessels,Trey Dea-
son, Tammy Webb, 
Jayme Dickerson, 
Barbara Suttle,  
Coleman Cotting-
ham, Stacey Thomp-
son, Judy Ohme, 
Barbara Cottingham, 
Carol Shoults. HAP-
PY BIRTHDAY this 
week to Trevor Dea-
son, Tracie Dicker-
son, Natalie Dockler, 
Deborea Feaster, 
Max Latham, Jeff 
James, Doug Scott, 
Sandy Deadon, Wil-
liam Deason, next 
week to Joe Bar-
ton, Tish Hathoway, 
Blakely Hannah, 
Vance Ohne, Harper 
Rae Hannah.

CONGRATULA-
TIONS 2026 Gradu-
ate Tyler Carter, 
and my great grand-
daughter Alyssa 
Roper from Hayden.

ANNIVERSARY 
BEST WISHES Jer-
emy & Kayla Wat-
kins 4-20, Paula & 
Courtney Ervin 5-2.

Call or text your 
news to 478-396-
2513. God Bless 
you.

Spring Cleaning Season Arrives in West 
Blocton (Yes, It’s That Time Again)

Like clockwork, 
spring has rolled back 
around – and with it 
comes that annual re-
alization that maybe, 
just maybe, it’s time 
to deal with the things 
we’ve been politely 
ignoring all winter. Or 
since last year. (I’m 

not here to judge.)
The Town of West 

Blocton is encourag-
ing residents to take 
part in a little spring 
cleaning, and to make 
things easier, a tempo-
rary community dump-
ster has been placed 
at the corner of Mag-
nolia Street and Cam-
elia Lane, next to Ca-
haba Medical Center. 
In other words, there 
is now a perfectly ac-
ceptable place for that 
“I’ll get to it eventually” 
pile.

Along with the sea-
sonal motivation 
comes a friendly re-
minder that town or-

dinances are still very 
much a thing. Under 
Ordinance No. 2021-
08-01, properties 
should be kept clear 
of litter, trash, and de-
bris. That means no 
dumping wherever 
feels convenient, no 
leaving old furniture or 
appliances outside to 
“become one with na-
ture,” and no collecting 
inoperable vehicles 
like they’re part of a 
long-term project that 
never quite begins.

There’s also the mat-
ter of weeds and grass. 
Ordinance No. 2021-
1002 requires property 
owners to keep growth 

under control, gener-
ally under 12 inches, 
because while wild 
and free might sound 
poetic, it tends to invite 
pests, create fire haz-
ards, and make things 
look a little more aban-
doned than intended.

At its core, spring 
cleaning isn’t just 
about appearances. 
It’s about keeping the 
community safe, func-
tional, and somewhere 
people are proud to 
call home. So take a 
little time, tidy things 
up, and if you’ve got 
extra to toss, the 
dumpster is ready and 
waiting.
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New First District Republican 
Congressional District Open This Year

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

April 15, 2026:

This will be a great political year, with 
some fantastic, interesting, and close con-
tests. However, there will be only one hotly 
contested open congressional seat this year 
in the Heart of Dixie. The other six incum-
bent congressmen will coast to reelection, 
either unopposed or with token opposition. 

This is not unusual in today’s national 
politics. It is next to impossible to defeat an 
incumbent congressperson. The winning 
percentage for sitting congressmen is 95%. 
The Russian Communist Politburo does not 
have that high a reelectability rate. 

The new First District Congressional Seat 
is open and provides for a competitive battle. 
This recently configured district is a Republi-
can seat. It was drawn by intrusive Federal 
Judges, who declared that one man, one 
vote, and all voters are created equally does 
not apply to Republican voters. They ruled 
that a black Democratic vote is more im-
portant than a white Republican vote. The 
Federal Judges corralled all the white Re-
publicans into a district, which is irrational 
for having a concerted voice in Washington. 
They usurped the majority Republican Leg-
islature’s power, and placed the Republicans 
in Mobile and Baldwin Counties in with the 
Wiregrass Republicans. These two regions 
have nothing in common, especially when 
it comes to Federal needs. However, this is 
what these folks have for the time being.

The seat is open because the winner of 
the seat two years ago, Barry Moore, is 
running for our open U.S. Senate seat. 
Moore defeated Jerry Carl two years ago 
in a close race. Jerry Carl, a two-term for-
mer congressman from the Mobile/Baldwin 
area is pitted against State Representative 
Rhett Marques. It will be a battle between 
Mobile/Baldwin Republicans and the Wire-
grass Republicans. Moore, who is from the 
Wiregrass, energized Wiregrass voters to 
turn out to vote for him better than Carl did 
with his Baldwin home region voters. It will 
be interesting to see if Marques can repli-
cate Moore’s success in the Wiregrass. Fort 
Rucker and agriculture are vitally important 
to this region.

Shomari Figures won the newly, federally 
drawn majority/minority Democratic Sec-
ond District two years ago. He will be eas-
ily reelected to a second two-year term this 
year. He has taken to Congress like a duck 
to water and done an excellent job. When 
you look at his resume and life experience, 
you could expect this success. Shomari was 
born to iconic Democratic legislative leg-
ends. His father, Michael Figures, was Pres-

ident Pro Tem of the Alabama State Senate. 
His mother, Vivian Figures, took the mantle 
and has been one of the longest serving and 
most effective State Senators in Mobile his-
tory. He is striving to work across the aisle. 
He garnered a seat on the Republican laden 
Agriculture Committee.

Our senior Democratic Congresswoman 
Terri Sewell has become a very powerful 
member of Congress. She has been in her 
Democratic seat for 15 years. She is in the 
leadership in the U.S. House Democratic 
Caucus. If the Democrats take control of the 
U.S. House in this Fall’s national elections, 
she will be in the catbird seat when it comes 
to Alabama’s Congressional power in Wash-
ington.

It is not a possibility but a probability that 
the Democrats will take the majority control 
of the U.S. House in November. Historically, 
when the sitting President is of one party, 
and his party has prevailed with a slim ma-
jority in his Presidential election, the mi-
nority party wins significant seats and flips 
to the majority in the House. This elective 
precedent has never failed to occur. In addi-
tion, the current Republican majority is razor 
thin. It is expected that the majority party in 
the House will be Democratic. Terri Sewell 
will be powerful. If the Republicans buck 
the trend, we have a group of very power-
ful congressmen who will continue in the 
House leadership. 

Representative Robert Aderholt has rep-
resented the Fourth District with honor and 
distinction for 30 years. He is on course to 
be Alabama’s longest serving and most pow-
erful Congressman in history. He currently 
chairs the House Appropriations Committee. 

Representative Mike Rogers has repre-
sented the Third District for 23 years. He 
chairs the very important Armed Services 
Committee.

Representative Gary Palmer has done a 
stellar job of representing the very conser-
vative Sixth District for 11 years.

Representative Dale Strong has only been 
in his Huntsville based Fifth District for three 
years but is doing an outstanding job and is 
well liked by the House GOP leadership, as 
well as the White House. 

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading politi-
cal columnist. His weekly column appears in 
over 60 Alabama newspapers. He served 
16 years in the state legislature. Steve may 
be reached at steve@steveflowers.us.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“To God Be The Glory”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Fanny Crosby, one of the most 
beloved hymn writers of the 19th 
century, penned “To God Be the 
Glory” in the early 1870s, even 
though its journey to widespread 
recognition was anything but 
immediate. Crosby, who lost 
her sight as a child, lived a life 
marked by deep faith and de-
votion. Her hymns consistently 
reflected gratitude for God’s pro-
vision and a belief that praise 
is the natural response to His 
goodness. Even without physi-
cal sight, she gave the church 
enduring words of worship, in-
cluding the powerful refrain, 
“Give Him the glory, great things 
He hath done.”

After writing the text, Crosby’s 
frequent collaborator William 
Howard Doane composed the 
music and published it in his col-
lection Songs of Devotion. The 
hymn later found its way into Sa-
cred Songs and Solos, compiled 
by Ira Sankey, a close associate 

of Dwight L. Moody. It was dur-
ing revival campaigns in London 
that the hymn first gained signifi-
cant popularity, quickly becom-
ing a favorite among British au-
diences.

Despite its success overseas, 
the hymn remained relatively 
unknown in the United States for 
decades. That changed in 1952, 
when Cliff Barrows introduced it 
during revival meetings led by 
Billy Graham in Great Britain. 
The enthusiastic response from 
congregations led Graham to in-
clude it regularly, and when the 
revivals returned to America, the 
hymn was embraced with the 
same passion.

From that point forward, “To 
God Be the Glory” became a sta-
ple of revival worship, reminding 
generations that no matter the 
setting or season, the message 
remains the same: all glory be-
longs to Him.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water 
can lead to major 
damage in your 
home. Our trusted 
professionals dry 
out the wet area and 
do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water 
in your home that 
needs to be dried, 
Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip 
code of service lo-
cation ready when 
you call! 

APPLIANCE RE-
PAIR: Prompt local 
service available 
for appliance re-
pair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrig-
erator, Stove/Oven 
and all major appli-
ances. Certified, In-
sured techs. Satis-
faction guaranteed. 
Call to schedule 
your appointment 
now! 1-877-441-
0132

B E A U T I F U L 
BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE 

DAY! Superior 
quality bath and 
shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-
0326

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf 
Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or 
by region in over 
100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 
million readers 
each week!  Run 
your ad in our 
Classified Network 
for just $210 per 
week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is 
to advertise state-
wide! 

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. 
Easy three step 
process: Call, get 
cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys 

Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same re-
liable, nationwide 
coverage as the 
largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. 
All plans feature 
unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just 
$20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAU-
TY	

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with 
You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen 
C o n c e n t r a t o r s . 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

A t t e n t i o n : 
VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A 
cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-

641-6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 
Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. 
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE 
Dental Information 
Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-
4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

A F F O R D A B L E 
TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpay-
ing for your ser-
vice, call now for a 
free quote and see 
how much you can 
save! 1-833-641-
6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule 
a FREE in-home 
estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-
641-6567

No more cleaning 

out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection 
for your home, 
backed by a no-
clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferra-
ble warranty. Call 
today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule 
a FREE inspection 
and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 
20% off! Seniors 
and military save 
an additional 10%. 
Restrictions apply, 
see representative 
for warranty and 
offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

Replace your 
roof with the best 
looking and lon-
gest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple 
colors available. 
Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% 
off install (for mil-
itary, health work-
ers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV 
and more to sup-
port our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a 
top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

GOT AN UN-
WANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help vet-
erans find work 
or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-426-0193

CAHABA GLADES
A P A R T M E N T S

1160 South Scottsville Rd.
Centreville, AL 35042  

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Family Oriented

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Central Heat & Air • Laundry Room

Playground • Recreation Room
Rental Assistance

Washer/Dryer Connection

On-Site Manager & Maintenance Personnel
For More Information Call 205.926.7619

Monday - Friday • 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For Deaf & Hearing Impaired Only
TDD 1-800-255-0135 (V) 1-800-255-0056 (T/A)

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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OTHER NEWS
Improvements Celebrated at Little River State 
Forest & Claude D. Kelley Recreational Area

Local leaders and 
state government 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
were in attendance 
on Tuesday, April 14, 
for a ribbon cutting 
to celebrate the new 
features at Little Riv-
er State Forest lo-
cated near Atmore in 
south Alabama. The 
event was hosted by 
the Alabama Forest-
ry Commission.

State Senator 
Greg Albritton com-
mented, “Little River 
is all about children. 
That’s why this place 
exists. Just about 
everyone here today 
has wonderful mem-
ories of this park 
from when they were 
children. Now that it 
is resurrected, we 
want to be sure it is 
here to pass down to 
future generations.”

“Our agency is 
truly excited about 
all the recent en-
hancements at Little 
River,” said State 
Forester Rick Oates. 
“After being closed 
for more than five 
years, we are proud 
to see that this beau-
tiful, natural state 
resource will once 
again be available 
for the benefit of the 
community.” In addi-
tion to the Governor 
and Legislature who 
made the improve-
ments possible, he 
thanked the spon-
sors of Tuesday’s 
event which included 
Alabama Ag Credit, 
Alabama Farmers 
Federation, Ala-
bama Forestry As-
sociation, Alabama 
Forestry Founda-
tion, Alabama Power 
Company, Alabama 
TREASURE Forest 
Association, Ala-

bama Trails Foun-
dation, Conecuh 
Sausage, and Gulf 
Coast RC&D.

Oates explained 
how the 
improvements were 
made possible. “In 
May 2022, Alabama 
voters passed 
a constitutional 
a m e n d m e n t 
authorizing the 
issuance of 
$85 million in 
bonds to support 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
at State Parks 
and Historical 
Commission sites. 
The amendment also 
authorized that any 
premium generated 
from the sale of 
the bonds would 
be provided to the 
Alabama Forestry 
Commission to 
make improvements 
on State Forests. 
The bonds were 
sold in November 
2022, generating 
over $6.7 million for 
the AFC, which we 
immediately targeted 
for improvements 
at Little River, 
Weogufka, and 
Geneva State 
Forests.

“A top priority of 
the bond fund pro-
gram was to rebuild 
and reopen the rec-
reation area at Little 
River State Forest, 
which was closed 
to the public in 2020 
after a destructive 
weather event,” 
Oates continued. 
“Improvements in-
clude a new en-
trance bridge across 
Little River, installa-
tion of 15 full-hookup 
RV campsites, eight 
primitive campsites, 
public water lines, a 
new septic system, 

a new fishing pier, 
and renovations to 
the existing bath-
house, picnic pavil-
ion, and swimming 
pier. The recreation 
area is set to reopen 
to the public for day 
and overnight use by 
early summer 2026!”

Consisting of ap-
proximately 2,100 
acres of longleaf 
pine forest and a 
25-acre lake, the 
State Forest also 
includes Claude D. 
Kelley Recreational 
Area which offers a 
beautiful setting for 
outdoor adventures 
including hiking, 
swimming, fishing, 
and horseback rid-
ing. Along the trails 
there are plenty of 
opportunities to view 
wildlife, and bird 
watchers find it an 
exceptional site to 
observe species of 
all types.

The property was 
deeded to the Ala-
bama Forestry Com-
mission in the early 
1930s during the 
Great Depression. 
Built as a Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
(CCC) development 
project, the lake with 
its dam, levee, and 
spillway from local 
stone are a legacy 
to the workers from 
Company 1432.

Easily accessible 
from I-65, the park 
is located approxi-
mately 10 miles 
north from exit 57, 
at 580 H. Kyle Road 
in Atmore. Lat/
Long co-ordinates 
are 31.259798, 
-87.493780. Infor-
mation about res-
ervations will be 
released at a later 
date.
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Dust Off Your Glove: West Blocton’s 
Old Timers Tradition Returns

Some traditions 
don’t need reinvent-
ing – they just need a 
good dusting off and a 
reminder that they’re 
still worth showing up 
for. In West Blocton, 
one of those tradi-
tions is stepping back 
onto the field for a little 
friendly competition, 
a lot of laughs, and a 
plate of fried fish done 
right.

The West Blocton 
Old Timers Game and 
Fish Fry is set to re-
turn on May 9, bring-
ing together familiar 
faces and community 
spirit in a way only 
small towns seem to 
manage so well. The 
evening will kick off 
with the “Has Beens” 
game at 5:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by the Old Tim-
ers taking the field at 
6:00 p.m. For those 
still feeling competi-
tive, or just wanting 
one more swing, the 
Home Run Derby will 
round things out at 
7:00 p.m.

Afraid of not play-
ing at the level you 
used to? Well, no one 

is expecting the MLB 
out there. This is all 
about showing up, 
enjoying the moment, 
and maybe surprising 
yourself with a play 
or two to show off for 
the kids and grand-
kids. So lace up those 
extra supportive ten-
nis shoes, bring your 
sense of humor, and 
go ahead and get 
some WD-40 for those 
knees, folks.

Before the games 
begin, the American 
Legion will present 
the colors, setting the 
tone for an evening 
rooted in both tradition 
and community pride.

And then there’s the 
fish fry, which is argu-
ably just as important 
as the games them-
selves. Plates will be 
ready starting at 4:00 
p.m., complete with 
fries and hush pup-
pies, all for $10.

It’s simple, it’s famil-
iar, and that’s exactly 
why it matters. So 
come on out and have 
a laugh while you visit 
and relive some of the 
glory days, because 
this event is sure to 
be one that’s knocked 
right out of the park.


	A9floshg_1aefnvj_92c.tmp
	A91ia9pxu_1aefnvo_92c.tmp
	20260417 3-Local & Gov.pdf
	A9wmox86_1aefnvu_92c.tmp
	A9y25sqd_1aefnvx_92c.tmp
	A915w1fvp_1aefnw0_92c.tmp
	A9eyxo2u_1aefnw3_92c.tmp
	A910w8dux_1aefnw6_92c.tmp

