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Bibb County Reminds Residents of Community 
Storm Shelter Locations During Tornado Season

Sunscreen and flip 
flops on Saturday, hun-
kering down in your 
“safe place” at your 
home or local shelter 
on Sunday, and leav-
ing your water dripping 
for a late freeze on 
Monday – nothing like 
spring in Alabama!

This severe weath-
er season, county of-
ficials are reminding 
residents that sever-
al community storm 
shelters are available 
throughout Bibb Coun-
ty for those who need a 
safe place during dan-
gerous storms. Having 
a plan in place ahead 
of time can make 
a critical difference 
when severe weather 
strikes, and knowing 
the nearest shelter lo-
cation can help fami-
lies respond quickly if 
tornado warnings are 
issued.

Storm shelters are 
located in several 
communities across 
the county to provide 
accessible protection 
during severe weather 
events. These shelters 
serve as designated 

safe spaces designed 
to withstand extreme 
conditions and offer 
residents a secure 
place to go when tor-
nado threats arise.

Available commu-
nity storm shelter lo-
cations include the 
Brent Senior Center 
at 10445 Highway 5 
in Brent, the Cedar 
Grove Volunteer Fire 
Department at 13503 
North Scottsville Road 
in West Blocton, and 
the Eoline Fire Depart-
ment at 6480 Highway 
82 in Eoline.

Additional shelters 
are located at Ran-
dolph Elementary 
School at 7259 County 
Road 36 in Randolph 
and West Blocton Ele-
mentary School at 828 
Cahaba River Road 
in West Blocton. Res-
idents in the northern 
part of the county can 
also seek shelter at 
Woodstock Elemen-
tary School at 19456 
Eastern Valley Road in 
Woodstock.

Other designated 
shelter sites include 
the Career Academy 
at 17191 Alabama 
Highway 5 in West 

Blocton, the Brierfield 
Community Shelter at 
35 Brickyard Pass in 
Brierfield, the Harris-
burg Community Shel-
ter at 341 Old Pike 
Road in Brent, the 
Camp Branch Com-
munity Shelter at 2575 
Camp Branch Road in 
West Blocton, and the 
Pondville Community 
Shelter at 416 Friend-
ship Road in Brent.

Residents in and 
around Centreville can 
also utilize the Cen-
treville Storm Shelter, 
located at 1130 Mont-
gomery Highway.

Residents are en-
couraged to familiarize 
themselves with the 
shelter closest to their 
home and to monitor 
weather alerts closely 
during severe weath-
er conditions. Prepar-
ing ahead of time and 
knowing where to go 
can help keep fami-
lies safe when storms 
move through the 
area.

Stay weather aware 
and monitor James 
Spann’s outfit accord-
ingly, folks!

Digital Reading Comes to Woodstock: Libby Now 
Available Through the Woodstock Community Library

Community mem-
bers now have a new 
way to enjoy books 
anytime and anywhere 
– whether it be driving 
in your car, taking a 
walk, washing your 
dishes, or cutting your 
grass, or even just en-
joying the evening on 
your porch. The Wood-
stock Community Li-
brary has announced 
the arrival of the popu-
lar reading app Libby, 
giving library members 
free access to thou-
sands of digital books 
and audiobooks.

On behalf of Jeff 
Dodson and the Wood-
stock Town Council, 
the library shared that 
as of March 2nd, com-
munity members can 
borrow ebooks and 
audiobooks through 
Libby, which is pow-
ered by OverDrive 
and the Camellia Net 
Consortium. The ser-
vice allows readers to 
browse a large digital 
catalog and borrow ti-
tles directly from their 
phone, tablet, or com-
puter.

Getting started is 
simple. All that’s re-

quired is a free library 
membership and a 
personal identification 
number (PIN). Those 
who are not yet mem-
bers can sign up by 
visiting the library with 
a valid Alabama driv-
er’s license showing 
an address within the 
library’s service area. 
Library staff say the 
process is quick, easy, 
and completely free.

Residents also have 
the option to begin the 
process online by com-
pleting an application 
through the library’s 
catalog system. Once 
the application is sub-
mitted, membership 
will be activated when 
the applicant visits the 
library in person with 
their Alabama driver’s 
license. Current mem-
bers who need assis-
tance setting up a PIN 
can contact the library 
by email for help.

After installing the 
Libby app, users sim-
ply locate their library, 
sign in with their card 
information, and begin 
browsing the collec-
tion. Borrowed titles 
appear on the us-
er’s digital shelf and 
can even download 
automatically when 

connected to Wi-Fi, 
making it possible to 
read or listen offline. 
As an avid Libby user 
myself, I would also 
like to note for the 
speedreaders out 
there that the speed 
at which you listen 
can also be adjusted, 
up to 2x speed. If you 
have ever wanted Lit-
tle House on the Prai-
rie to sound like it was 
read to you by an ex-
cited prairie dog itself, 
now is your time, folks. 
The sky is the limit.

The Woodstock 
Community Library 
is open Monday and 
Wednesday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Tues-
day and Thursday from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The library is 
located at 28577 High-
way 5 in Woodstock.

Community mem-
bers will also have an 
opportunity to cele-
brate the library’s con-
tinued growth during 
the Playground and 
Library Ribbon Cutting 
and Grand Opening 
alongside the Wild-
flower Wellness Walk, 
scheduled for Satur-
day, March 28 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. The 

event will highlight new 
resources and spac-
es designed to serve 
families and readers 
across the community.

With the addition of 
Libby, the Woodstock 
Community Library is 
expanding access to 
literature and learning 

— bringing thousands 
of books to readers 
with just the tap of a 
screen.
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"On behalf of the 
University Partnership 
for Alabama Continu-
ing Education, and the 
Alabama Association 
of Chiefs of Police, I 
take great pleasure in 
announcing that Chief 
Leonard "Pete" Hicks 
has completed 240 
hours of training in the 
Certified Law Enforce-
ment Executive Pro-
gram. This is the high-
est level of achieve-
ment that is awarded 
through this program," 
said Kaleb Littlejohn, 
Director of the Cen-
ter for Best Practices 
in Law Enforcement 
at Jacksonville State 
University and UP 
ACE Partner.

Chief Hicks is among 

an elite group of chiefs 
in the state who have 
successfully com-
pleted the four-level 
program developed by 
the Alabama Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police 
and supported by the 
Alabama Peace Of-
ficers' Standards and 
Training Commission. 
This honor is a real 
credit to Chief Hicks 
and the West Blocton 
Police Department.

Chief Hicks received 
this certification and 
recognition at the an-
nual Association of 
Chiefs of Police Con-
ference in Montgom-
ery, Alabama on Feb-
ruary 19, 2026.

Examples of courses 
included in the pro-

gram are:
Understanding and 

Developing Your Lead-
ership Style; Police 
Leadership: Managing 
for the Future; Ethics 
and Integrity; Police 
Organizational Struc-
ture: Managing for Ef-
fectiveness: Strategic 
Planning and Person-
nel Management.

The UP ACE Part-
nership is made up 
of Jacksonville State 
University, The Univer-
sity of North Alabama 
and Troy University 
Dothan. Its purpose 
is to make continuing 
education programs 
available for agen-
cies and associations 
across the state.

West Blocton Police Chief Hicks 
Completes University Training

The Bibb County Education Retiree's Association had their March meet-
ing at the Brent/ Centreville Library. Entertainment was provided by a few 
of the cast from the Bibb County Children's Theatre recent production of 
the Wizard of Oz. Mr. Kevin Cotner, Superintendent of the Bibb County 
Board of Education provided the program and shared updates from the 
school system. The service project was putting together supplies for first 
year teacher's  mentoring program. In attendance were Kevin Cotner, 
Superintendent Bibb County Schools, Addison Gray, Caroline Jones and 
Cara Knight- Bibb Co. Children's Theatre, Phyllis Johnson, Donna Cook, 
Fran Kornegay, Kelley Davis- Bibb County Children's Theatre Director, 
Avis Huey, Elaine Jones , Mary Beth Sansing and Vickie Brown.

 Bibb County Education 
Retiree’s Association

Boys & Girls Clubs of West 
Alabama Celebrates Statewide 

Honors at Area Council

Tuscaloosa, Ala. — 
The Alabama Alliance 
of Boys & Girls Clubs 
hosted its annual Ala-
bama Area Council 
in Montgomery last 
week, bringing togeth-
er leaders, youth, and 
community partners 
from across the state 
to celebrate excellence 
in Club programming 
and leadership. Boys 
& Girls Clubs of West 
Alabama (BGCWA) 
proudly brought home 
several major recogni-
tions, highlighting the 
organization’s impact 
and the strength of its 
youth and leadership.

Abriyah White, BGC-
WA’s 2026 Youth of 
the Year, was named 
second runner‑up in 
the statewide Youth 
of the Year competi-
tion. White’s achieve-
ment reflects her out-

standing leadership, 
academic success, 
and commitment to 
service, qualities that 
have made her a 
standout representa-
tive for West Alabama.

In addition to youth 
honors, BGCWA 
President & CEO Kim 
Turner was named 
Alabama’s CEO of 
the Year, a statewide 
recognition of her vi-
sionary leadership, 
dedication to youth de-
velopment, and com-
mitment to expand-
ing opportunities for 
young people across 
the region.

BGCWA also re-
ceived recognition 
for Lemonade Day 
Tuscaloosa, which 
was honored as an 
exemplary academic 
success program. The 
initiative teaches finan-

cial literacy, goal‑set-
ting, and entrepre-
neurship, empower-
ing young people with 
real‑world skills that 
support long‑term suc-
cess.

“These recognitions 
reflect the heart of our 
mission to help young 
people reach their full 
potential,” said Turn-
er. “We are incredibly 
proud of Abriyah, our 
staff, and our com-
munity partners who 
make this work pos-
sible every day.”

The Alabama Area 
Council brings togeth-
er Boys & Girls Clubs 
from across the state 
to share best practic-
es, celebrate achieve-
ments, and strengthen 
the network of support 
for Alabama youth.
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SPECIAL REPORT

The Roller Coaster at the Pump
Why gasoline prices in America swing so dramatically

Few economic sig-
nals are as visible to 
the American public 
as the price of gaso-
line. Unlike the price 
of bread or electric-
ity, gasoline prices are 
posted in giant numer-
als on roadside signs 
in every community. 
The result is that when 
the price rises or falls 
sharply, the change 
becomes an immedi-
ate political and eco-
nomic story.

Over the past five 
years Americans have 
experienced some 
of the most dramatic 

gasoline price swings 
in decades. Prices 
plunged during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020, surged to re-
cord levels in 2022 
after geopolitical dis-
ruptions, moderated 
in 2023–2025, and 
then rose again dur-
ing renewed tensions 
in the Persian Gulf in 
2026. These fluctua-
tions reflect a complex 
interaction of global 
oil markets, domestic 
production, refining 
capacity, and geopo-
litical risk.

Understanding the 
volatility requires an-
swering several key 
questions.

1. What caused the wide gasoline price swings over the last five years?
Several factors have 

driven gasoline price 
volatility since 2020.

Pandemic col-
lapse and rebound

In 2020, worldwide 
travel collapsed during 
COVID-19 lockdowns. 
Demand for fuel plum-
meted, causing oil pric-
es to fall dramatically 
and pushing gasoline 
prices down as well. 
When economic activ-
ity resumed in 2021 
and 2022, demand 
rebounded faster than 
production capacity, 
sending prices sharply 
upward.

Global supply 
disruptions

Major geopolitical 
events also affect oil 
markets. For example, 
tensions or conflict in 
the Middle East can 
trigger rapid increases 
in oil prices. In early 
2026, for instance, 
escalation involving 
Iran pushed crude oil 
prices above $100 per 
barrel, contributing to 
a sudden rise in gaso-
line prices across the 
United States. 

Seasonal de-
mand and regula-
tions

Gasoline prices also 

follow seasonal pat-
terns. Refiners switch 
to a more expensive 
summer fuel blend to 
meet environmental 
standards, while travel 
demand peaks dur-
ing summer vacation 
months. Both factors 
tend to push prices 
higher each spring. 

Refining and 
distribution con-
straints

Unlike crude oil, 
gasoline cannot eas-
ily be shipped glob-
ally without refining. If 
a refinery shuts down 
or experiences main-
tenance problems, 

local gasoline prices 
can spike even when 
crude oil prices remain 
stable.

Financial mar-
kets

Oil is traded glob-
ally on commodity ex-
changes. Expectations 
about future supply 
disruptions—some-
times triggered by po-
litical events or specu-
lation—can move pric-
es within hours.

The key point is that 
gasoline prices reflect 
a global commod-
ity market, not just do-
mestic supply condi-
tions.

2. How much OPEC or Persian Gulf oil does the United States import?
Contrary to com-

mon belief, the United 
States imports rela-
tively little oil directly 
from the Persian Gulf 
today.

 
Only about 8–9% 

of U.S. petroleum im-
ports originate from 
Persian Gulf countries, 
a dramatic decline 
from decades past. 

This change reflects 
the American shale oil 
boom that began in the 
late 2000s. Hydraulic 
fracturing and horizon-
tal drilling expanded 
domestic production, 
making the United 

States the world’s larg-
est oil producer.

OPEC’s share of 
U.S. imports has also 
declined sharply. In 
the late 1970s, OPEC 
supplied about 85% 
of imported oil to the 
United States. Today 
the majority of im-
ports come from North 
America. 

Despite this reduced 
dependence, global 
oil prices remain inter-
connected. Even if the 
U.S. imports little Mid-
dle Eastern oil directly, 
disruptions there still 
affect the worldwide 
price of crude.

3. Why can a Persian Gulf disruption trigger U.S. price spikes within 24 hours?
This phenomenon 

surprises many con-
sumers.

If only a small por-
tion of U.S. oil comes 
from the Persian Gulf, 
why do conflicts there 
immediately raise pric-
es at American gas 
stations?

The answer lies in 
the global nature of oil 
markets.

Oil is traded inter-
nationally in a single 
interconnected mar-
ket. Events affecting 
supply anywhere in-
fluence the worldwide 
benchmark prices—

primarily Brent and 
West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI). Once those 
benchmark prices rise, 
refineries and whole-
salers in the United 
States pay more for 
crude oil regardless of 
its origin.

A critical geograph-

ic choke point is the 
Strait of Hormuz, 
through which about 
20% of the world’s oil 
supply passes. When 
shipping through this 
channel is threatened 
or interrupted, global 
supply expectations 
change instantly. 

Because oil fu-
tures markets operate 
around the clock, pric-
es can adjust almost 
immediately after such 
news breaks. Retail 
gasoline prices then 
follow rapidly because 
stations must replen-
ish inventory at higher 

wholesale prices.
In short, American 

gasoline prices are de-
termined by the world 
oil price, not just do-
mestic supply.

4. How much crude oil does the United States import and from where?
The United States remains both a major importer and exporter of petro-

leum.
The country imports several million barrels of crude oil per day, but the 

sources are heavily concentrated in nearby countries.

The leading suppliers include:
Source country	 Share of U.S. crude imports
Canada		  ~60%
Mexico		  ~10%
Saudi Arabia		 ~7%
Iraq			   ~4%
Colombia		  ~4%

Overall, imports account for a relatively small share of total U.S. energy 
supply—about 17% in 2024, the lowest level in nearly forty years. 

Several factors explain why the U.S. still imports oil despite producing 
large quantities domestically:

1.	 Refinery configuration: Many U.S. refineries are optimized for 
heavier crude oils that come from Canada or Latin America.

2.	 Regional logistics: It can sometimes be cheaper for coastal re-
fineries to import oil than to transport domestic crude from inland shale 
fields.

3.	 Trade economics: The United States also exports large amounts 
of crude and refined petroleum products, creating a two-way trade.
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5. What have major oil companies earned during this period?
...continued from page 3

The past five years have been 
extremely profitable for major oil 
companies.

Following the pandemic downturn 
in 2020, profits surged as oil prices 
rebounded. Companies such as 
ExxonMobil, Chevron, Shell, and 
BP reported some of the largest 
earnings in their history during 
2022–2023.

Industry profits fluctuate with oil 
prices. When crude oil approaches 
or exceeds $100 per barrel, energy 
companies typically generate large 
margins. When oil prices fall below 
$60, profits decline sharply.

For example:
•	 Several major oil compa-

nies posted record annual profits 
in 2022, driven by high global oil 
prices.

•	 Earnings moderated in 
2023–2025 as oil prices stabilized.

•	 Renewed geopolitical ten-
sions in 2026 have again pushed 
prices upward.

 

Supporters of the industry argue 
these profits reflect the enormous 
capital investments required to ex-
plore and produce oil. Critics con-
tend the profits demonstrate the 
market power of large oil firms dur-
ing supply disruptions.

Regardless of perspective, the 
financial performance of oil compa-
nies closely tracks global oil prices.

It remains to be seen what effect 
the current war in Iran will do for/
to earnings for the major oil com-
panies in 2026. Price increases at 
the pump have been dramatically 
higher in the last week in the U.S. 

6. Visualizing the gasoline price cycle
Approximate U.S. average 
gasoline prices (2020-2026)

Year	Average price per gallon
2020		  ~$2.17
2021		  ~$3.01
2022		  ~$3.96
2023		  ~$3.53
2024		  ~$3.50
2025		  ~$3.10
2026 forecast	 ~$2.97

Forecasts suggest the national average could 
fall below $3 per gallon in 2026 if geopolitical 
disruptions remain limited.

 
In Bibb County, Alabama prices 

reached $3.49 per gallon at the pump 
in the last 5 days. 

Major drivers of pump prices
Typical components of the gasoline price:
Component	 Share of pump price
Crude oil cost		  ~50–60%
Refining			   ~15–20%
Distribution & marketing	 ~10–15%
Taxes			   ~10–15%

Because crude oil accounts for roughly half 
of the retail price, changes in global oil markets 
quickly influence gasoline costs.

Conclusion: The global nature of gasoline prices
The volatility of gasoline prices over the last 

five years illustrates a simple reality: the Ameri-
can pump is connected to the global energy sys-
tem.

Even though the United States now produces 
more oil than any other country and imports far 
less from the Middle East than in the past, do-

mestic gasoline prices remain sensitive to global 
events. Political conflict in the Persian Gulf, re-
finery outages, seasonal demand, and financial 
speculation can all ripple through international 
oil markets and reach American drivers within 
days—or sometimes hours.

The modern oil market is therefore less about 

geography than about interconnected supply 
chains and global pricing mechanisms. Until 
transportation moves away from petroleum as 
its dominant fuel, the price displayed on gas sta-
tion signs will continue to reflect events occur-
ring far beyond America’s borders.



When illness or inju-
ry happens unexpect-
edly, having access 
to timely care close 
to home can make all 
the difference. At Bibb 
Medical Center, pa-
tients have the conve-
nience of both a Walk-
In Urgent Care Clinic 
and a fully equipped 
Emergency Depart-
ment under one roof, 
ensuring that the right 
level of care is always 
within reach – without 
the drive to Tuscaloosa 
or Birmingham.

The hospital’s Walk-
In Urgent Care Clinic 
is designed to treat ev-
eryday illnesses and 
minor injuries when a 
regular doctor’s ap-
pointment isn’t avail-
able. Patients can 
receive prompt care 
for a variety of non-
life-threatening condi-

tions without needing 
to schedule an ap-
pointment in advance. 
The clinic serves both 
adults and pediat-
ric patients, offering 
families a convenient 
option when medical 
needs arise unexpect-
edly.

Medical staff are 
available to evalu-
ate and treat a wide 
range of minor health 
concerns, providing 
professional, com-
passionate care from 
trusted providers who 
are part of the local 
community. Whether 
it’s a seasonal illness, 
minor injury, or anoth-
er unexpected health 
concern, the walk-in 
clinic offers fast, reli-
able care for patients 
of all ages.

If a more serious 
medical situation aris-
es, the hospital’s newly 
renovated Emergency 

Department is located 
just steps away. As re-
cently announced, the 
updated Emergency 
Department features 
expanded treatment 
areas, improved pa-
tient flow, and modern-
ized facilities designed 
to deliver efficient and 
high-quality emer-
gency care. Patients 
experiencing a true 
emergency should 
proceed directly to the 
Emergency Depart-
ment entrance located 
at the rear of the build-
ing, where teams are 
ready to respond when 
every second matters.

By offering both ur-
gent care and emer-
gency services in one 
location, Bibb Medical 
Center helps ensure 
that residents of Bibb 
County have access to 
the care they need — 
quickly, conveniently, 
and close to home.
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

The BCHS Class of 
1961 met on Friday, 
March 6, 2026 for their 
monthly breakfast. Al-
ways reporting a good 
time.

Anniversary wish-
es go out to Eric and 
Stacy Averette who re-
cently celebrated their 
39th wedding anniver-
sary. We wish this cou-
ple many more years 
of happiness together.

Sympathy goes 
out to the family of 
Dean Nelson, age 95, 
who passed away on 
March 1, 2026. Servic-
es were held on March 
5, 2026. Dean will be 
missed by her family 
and friends.

Charlotte Lovelady 
West recently on Fri-
day had a wonderful 
3 ½ hour lunch at The 
Oak Tavern at RTJ Golf 
Resort in Prattville with 
college friends Joyce 
Murphy of Greenville 
and Martha Graham 
of Birmingham. The 
food was scrumptious, 
key lime pie was des-
sert; perfect day with 
incredible friends.

We wish to extend 
sincere sympathy to 
the family of Sammy 
Ray Steele, age 79, 
of Centreville who 
passed away on March 
3, 2026 at Bibb Medi-

cal Center. Graveside 
service was held on 
Tuesday, March 10, 
2026 at 11:30 a.m. at 
Haysop Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Ray will be 
missed greatly by his 
family and friends.

Don’t forget Relay 
for Life of Bibb County 
will be held on Satur-
day, May 2, 2026 at 
Heritage Park, Brent, 
AL. For more infor-
mation contact Ryan 
Thompson.

Wayne and Susan 
Bush celebrated their 
wedding anniversary 
recently. We send out 
anniversary wishes to 
them.

Birthday wishes to 
several that have birth-
days in March; Kelly 
Fondren, Lori John-
ston, Kerry Young, 
Larry Griffin, Hall 
Eady, Compton Suttle 
and Rick Miller.

Arts on the Cahaba 
will be held in down-
town Centreville on 
Saturday, April 4, 2026 
from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. Join us for lo-
cal artists, handmade 
vendors, live music, 
food trucks and family 
fun.

If you have news call 
it in, 205.316.1181.    

Take care & God 
bless. 

BY SAVANNA LOGAN________________
REPORTER

BY CANACE JOHNSON________________
REPORTER

Brierfield Ironworks to Host 
Easter Egg Hunt and Flea Market 

Brierfield Ironworks 
Historical State Park is 
welcoming the spring 
season with an Eas-
ter Egg Hunt and Flea 
Market on April 4 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
egg hunt will begin at 
11 a.m., giving children 
the chance to search 
for hidden eggs filled 
with toys. One special 
prize will be awarded 
to the participant who 

finds the egg contain-
ing a Peeps Bunny. 
Additional activities 
include a free photo 
booth, petting zoo, 
bouncy house and 
more. Admission is 
$10 for ages 13 and 
older, $5 for seniors 
and military, and free 
for children. The event 
offers a fun and fes-
tive way for families to 
celebrate the season 
together.

Shane Trail to Emcee Bibb County 
Miss Relay For Life Pageant 

Relay For Life of 
Bibb County is so ex-
cited to announce 
Shane Trail will be the 
emcee for  our Miss 
Relay For Life Pag-
eant Saturday April 
11 10am at Cawhaba 
Christian Academy.

Shane Trail is a 
photographer and re-
porter for WBRC 6 
News. Before coming 
to Birmingham, Shane 
spent two years as 
a photojournalist in 
Sioux Falls, SD. He 
joined WBRC in June 
of 2023, covering the 
stories of central Ala-
bama both indepen-
dently and in support 
of his colleagues.

Miss Relay for Life of 

Bibb County is open to 
all ages with no resi-
dential restrictions.  

Contestants raising 
$100 or more will re-
ceive a HOPE CLUB 
T-shirt 

The Contestant  
raising the MOST do-
nations will receive a 
special crown and will 
be named Miss Spon-
sorship Queen.

If you would like 
more information on 
Miss Relay For Life 
you can follow Re-
lay For Life of Bibb 
County's Facebook 
page or you may con-
tact the Event Lead 
Ryan Thompson 205 
2254287

Fast, Convenient Care Close to 
Home: Walk-In Clinic at BMC
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Alabama Is About to Be Hijacked 
by California and China

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

March 18, 2026:

Where I grew up, the term “hijacking” usu-
ally referred to the disappearance of a fresh 
load of moonshine on its way to market. 
Hijacking occurs when something, or even 
some process, is taken over without the 
consent and, at times, even the knowledge 
of the rightful owner. Hijacking, like classic 
high-seas piracy, is one of the most direct 
and forceful means of stealing something 
from someone.

Well, folks, I’ve recently come to realize 
you can hijack a whole lot more than moon-
shine in the South. A bunch of hijackers from 
California, and even China, have come to 
recognize our home, the Southeastern Unit-
ed States, as a field ripe for the picking.

Just last year, in the November elections 
in Georgia, millions of dollars from these 
hijackers flowed into the Georgia Public 
Service Commission races. As a result, two 
incumbent Republican PSC commissioners 
lost by about 24 points apiece. That is the 
first time a Democrat has been elected to 
the PSC in Georgia since 2000. That, my 
friends, was a good old-fashioned hijacking.

So, who was the hijacker? An operation 
called the Georgia League of Conservation 
Voters pumped about $2.2 million into the 
Georgia PSC races. They got their money 
from their mothership, a national group 
called the League of Conservation Voters. 
This organization, with funding from liberal 
groups across the nation, reckoned that just 
a little of their money in down-ballot races 
would let them sneak in under the radar and 
hijack those Georgia elections. They were 
right. They pulled it off slick as a whistle. And 
now they are setting up a hijacking in Ala-
bama.

And while it sounds like something from a 
John Grisham novel, an outfit headquartered 
in Beijing is a prominent player in the money 
trail funneling cash through the League of 
Conservation Voters and right to Alabama.

Conservation Alabama is the local wing of 
the League of Conservation Voters, and they 
partner with and help support a liberal envi-
ronmentalist group called Energy Alabama.  
These two organizations are carrying the 
water for the same folks who hijacked the 
elections in Georgia.

So, how do we stop them? 

Last week, the Alabama State Senate took 
a major step toward derailing these liberal 
out-of-state hijackers with the passage of 
SB360 – a bill that passed the Senate with-

out a single dissenting vote 32-0. 

This legislation does three things to deal 
with rising power bills while stopping the in-
fluence of California environmental groups 
in our elections.

First, it freezes rates for Alabama Power 
for three years.  Folks, that is an unprece-
dented action by our Legislature that gives 
Alabama families and businesses rate as-
surance that no one else in the nation has.

Second, it enlarges the Public Service 
Commission from three commissioners 
elected statewide to seven commission-
ers elected by Congressional District.  This 
historic change in the structure of the PSC 
puts more power in the ballot box and in the 
hands of the people than has ever existed.

Third, it creates a cabinet level position 
for a Secretary of Energy that will raise the 
importance of providing affordable, reliable 
energy to a new level.  But this Secretary 
will not have ultimate power.  The elected 
commission members can override the Sec-
retary and nothing, absolutely nothing, hap-
pens without a vote of the seven elected 
commissioners.

These California hijackers, with financial 
backing that goes all the way to China, have 
crossed the Chattahoochee River. But they 
will find it a whole lot harder to work their de-
vious plans with seven elected commission-
ers rather than three.  Nevertheless, liberal 
environmentalists are still going to argue 
that a three-year rate freeze is a bad thing 
and that giving the people more control at 
the ballot box is somehow wrong.

After unanimous passage in the Senate, 
the House will begin work on the legisla-
tion this week.  A unified show of strength 
against these out-of-state pirates will help 
serve notice that Alabama cannot be hi-
jacked by paid social media trolls and inten-
tional deception.

With only a few days left in the legislative 
session, let’s hope our House of Represen-
tatives will finish the job and send these hi-
jackers packing back to California.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading politi-
cal columnist. His weekly column appears in 
over 60 Alabama newspapers. He served 
16 years in the state legislature. Steve may 
be reached at steve@steveflowers.us.

Advocates Revitalize 
Push for Medicaid 

Expansion in 
Alabama

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – More than 50 ad-
vocates with the Cover Alabama coalition came 
to the Alabama State House on Tuesday to urge 
their lawmakers to expand Medicaid. The advo-
cates highlighted a new analysis from Families 
USA, a nationwide nonprofit consumer health 
advocacy and policy organization.

Alabama is losing $181.6 million in 2026 by 
covering millions in state health care spending 
that otherwise could be paid for by the federal 
government under Medicaid expansion, accord-
ing to the new Families USA report. Medicaid 
expansion would generate $71.8 million in net 
savings for Alabama this year, the report esti-
mated. And that amount would not include ad-
ditional revenue from economic activity resulting 
from expansion.

The report points to numerous potential fund-
ing sources that could help the state address 
our health care crisis. These include increasing 
the state cigarette tax and closing an income 
tax loophole that overwhelmingly benefits the 
wealthiest households.

“Alabama can't afford not to expand Medic-
aid,” said Debbie Smith, Alabama Arise’s Cover 
Alabama campaign director. “The most costly 
option is doing nothing.”

160,000+ Alabamians are in state’s 
health coverage gap

Tens of thousands of Alabamians have seen 
soaring costs this year for Marketplace health 
coverage under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
These price increases came after Congress 
failed to renew enhanced Premium Tax Credits 
(ePTCs) that make plans more affordable. The 
increases also came on the heels of other sig-
nificant federal cuts to health care in HR 1, the 
so-called One Big Beautiful Bill Act.

Many Alabamians have elected to drop health 
insurance altogether after losing the ePTCs. An 
estimated 161,000 adults statewide fall into the 
“coverage gap,” meaning they earn too much to 
qualify for Alabama Medicaid but not enough to 
afford private insurance on their own. Expanding 
Medicaid could ensure coverage for more than 
150,000 of these Alabamians. That is roughly 
equivalent to the combined capacities of Bryant-
Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa and Protective 
Stadium in Birmingham.

“In states that have expanded Medicaid, we’ve 
seen a 6% to 9% increase in the workforce. Just 
because people can make choices to support 
themselves and their families,” said Mary-Beth 
Malcarney, Families USA’s senior adviser on 
Medicaid policy.

Presenters at Tuesday’s event included Smith, 
Malcarney and Formeeca Tripp, Alabama 
Arise’s senior regional organizer. Many attend-
ees also described their own health care experi-
ences and explained why they support Medicaid 
expansion in Alabama.

“No one should have to decide between rent 
or medicine,” one advocate shared.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“Come Thou Fount ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few hymns capture the beauty 
of God’s grace quite like Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing, 
a beloved song that continues 
to inspire believers generations 
after it was written. The story be-
hind the hymn is just as powerful 
as the message it proclaims.

Its author, Robert Robinson, 
was not always known for faith 
or devotion. As a young boy, 
Robinson was described as dif-
ficult and headstrong. After his 
father passed away, life became 
even more challenging for his 
mother. Hoping to provide struc-
ture and responsibility, she sent 
fourteen-year-old Robert to Lon-
don in 1749 to begin an appren-
ticeship.

Unfortunately, the move did 
not immediately change his be-
havior. Robinson quickly fell into 
trouble again and even became 
a leader among a group of re-
bellious friends. At seventeen, 
he and his companions decided 
to attend a revival meeting – not 
out of spiritual curiosity, but to 
mock those attending.

That evening, however, some-
thing unexpected happened. 
The sermon was delivered 
by the well-known preacher 
George Whitefield, and Robin-
son found himself deeply moved 

by the message. The words 
stirred something in his heart 
and forced him to reconsider the 
direction of his life.

Nearly three years later, at the 
age of twenty, Robinson commit-
ted his life to Christ and experi-
enced what he described as full 
forgiveness through the saving 
grace of Jesus. Soon after, he 
joined the Methodist movement 
and felt called to preach. His 
passion and dedication even-
tually led to an appointment by 
John Wesley to serve at a Cal-
vinist Methodist chapel in Nor-
folk.

In 1758, on the third anniver-
sary of his conversion and in 
preparation for a Pentecost ser-
mon, Robinson wrote the words 
to “Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing.” What began as the 
testimony of a once-rebellious 
young man has since become 
one of the most cherished hymns 
of the Christian faith.

Robinson’s story is a powerful 
reminder that God often works 
in ways we do not expect. The 
same grace that transformed a 
rebellious teenager into a faithful 
servant is still at work today, call-
ing people from every walk of life 
into a story far greater than they 
could imagine.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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SERVICES	

APPLIANCE RE-
PAIR: Prompt local 
service available 
for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dish-
washer, Refrigerator, 
Stove/Oven and all 
major appliances. 
Certified, Insured 
techs. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call to 
schedule your ap-
pointment now! 
1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and 
shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Call Now! 
1-833-770-0326

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 

amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. 
Our trusted pro-
fessionals dry out 
the wet area and do 
repairs to protect 
your family and your 
home’s value! If you 
have water in your 
home that needs to 
be dried, Call 24/7: 
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service 
location ready when 
you call! 

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 
three step process: 
Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden 
fees and activation 
is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk 
and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-
ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 

Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real 
dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all 
the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV 
& INTERNET. If you 
are overpaying for 
your service, call 
now for a free quote 
and see how much 
you can save! 1-833-
641-6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a 
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 

1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection for 
your home, backed 
by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime 
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 
1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an 
additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for 
warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s 
a power move.

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and 
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 
Provider

“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! 

Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-877-724-
3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANT-
ED CAR??? DONATE 
IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find 
work or start their 
own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

 

 

Brent Housing Authority 

205-926-7781 

  

 
 
 
   
   Accepting Applications for 2 & 3 Bedroom Units 

No ApplicatIon Fee                                                                   
Water Included With Rent                                               

Stove & Refrigerator Provided                              
Smoke Free Property, Washer & Dryer Connections                        

Handicap Accessible Units, Income Based Rent                                         
Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 4:00 closed lunch 12-1 

 
 
 
 

 
Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  

   
 

CAHABA GLADES
A P A R T M E N T S

1160 South Scottsville Rd.
Centreville, AL 35042  

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Family Oriented

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Central Heat & Air • Laundry Room

Playground • Recreation Room
Rental Assistance

Washer/Dryer Connection

On-Site Manager & Maintenance Personnel
For More Information Call 205.926.7619

Monday - Friday • 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For Deaf & Hearing Impaired Only
TDD 1-800-255-0135 (V) 1-800-255-0056 (T/A)

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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OTHER NEWS
BCCA February 2026 Employees of the Month

A u t o m o t i v e 
Technology AM – 
Logan Rankin is 
the employee of the 
month for Automotive 
Technology. This 
is Logan’s second 
semester in the 
program. He enjoys 
how realistic the 
hands-on experience 
is in the shop. Logan 
says the program has 
helped him become 
more productive and 
has given him the 
skills to tune, modify, 
and repair his own car 
using the experience 
he has gained.

A u t o m o t i v e 
Technology PM – 
Jason Bates is the 
employee of the 
month for Automotive 
Technology. This 
is Jason’s second 
semester in the 
program. He enjoys 
the hands-on 
experience and the 
opportunity to work 
with tools. Jason says 
the program has given 
him the chance to earn 
his ASE certifications. 
After graduation, he 
plans to go straight to 
work doing what he 
has learned at BCCA.

Business Information 
Technology AM 
– Lilly Gamble 
is the employee 
of the month for 
Business Information 
Technology. This is 
Lilly’s first semester 
in the program. She 
enjoys the warm 
and welcoming 
environment at 
Bibb County Career 
Academy. Lilly says 
the program has 
helped her realize her 
interest in pursuing 
a future career in 
graphic design.

Business Information 
Technology PM 
– Ashley Portillo 
is the employee 
of the month for 
Business Information 
Technology. This is 
Ashley’s first semester 
in the program. She 
enjoys the learning 
opportunities and the 
connections she can 
use in the real world 
after graduation. 
Ashley says Bibb 
County Career 
Academy has helped 
her explore different 
career paths and 
learn what is expected 
in the workplace. 
The program has 
also helped her gain 
experience and 
certifications that will 
help her stand out in 
the future. 

M o d e r n 
Manufacturing AM 
– Brady Dennis is 
the employee of the 
month for Modern 
Manufacturing. This is 
Brady’s third semester 
in the program. He 
enjoys using his hands 
and learning through 
hands-on projects. 
Brady says the 
program has helped 
him earn an OSHA 
10 certification, which 
will be useful for future 
jobs.

M o d e r n 
Manufacturing PM – 
Anderson Gonzalez 
Tax is the employee of 
the month for Modern 
Manufacturing. This 
is Anderson’s fourth 
semester in the 
program. He enjoys 
learning new things 
and gaining hands-on 
experience in the shop. 
Anderson says the 
program has helped 
him develop new skills 
that will benefit him in 
the future.

Cosmetology AM – 
Brieanna Mills is the 
employee of the month 
for Cosmetology. 
This is Brieanna’s 
third semester in the 
program. She enjoys 
the opportunities the 
program provides. 
Brieanna says the 
program has taught 
her in depth knowledge 
and helped her gain 
valuable skills for the 
future.

Cosmetology PM 
– Lydia Syx is the 
employee of the month 
for Cosmetology. This 
is Lydia’s second 
semester in the 
program. She enjoys 
learning new skills 
in class and gaining 
hands-on experience. 
Lydia says the program 
has allowed her to 
learn many things that 
she would not typically 
get to do in a regular 
classroom.

Welding AM – Aiden 
Miller is the employee 
of the month for 
Welding. This is 
Aiden’s first semester 
in the program. He 
enjoys learning how to 
weld and gain hands-
on experience. Aiden 
says the program is 
teaching him how to 
prepare for a future job 
in the welding field.

Welding PM – Dylan 
Clark is the employee 
of the month for 
Welding. This is 
Dylan’s third semester 
in the program. He 
enjoys the fun, hands-
on experience in the 
shop. Dylan says the 
program has given him 
the opportunity to learn 
and practice welding. 
After graduation, he 
plans to go straight to 
work doing what he 
has learned at BCCA.

Electrical AM – 
Eric Reaves is the 
employee of the month 
for Electrical. This is 
Eric’s fourth semester 
in the program. He 
enjoys the hands-on 
work and learning 
how electricity works. 
Eric says BCCA has 
helped him decide 
what he wants to do 
after graduation, and 
he plans to attend 
college or university to 
continue studying the 
program he is taking 
at BCCA.

Electrical PM – 
Pedro Lopez is the 
employee of the 
month for Electrical. 
This is Pedro’s 
second semester 
in the program. He 
enjoys learning new 
skills in class. Pedro 
says the program has 
been teaching him 
the basics of electrical 
work and helping him 
gain valuable hands-
on experience.
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Say Hello to the Class of 2039: 
Bibb County Schools Kindergarten Registration for Fall 2026

First of all, if you had 
to sit down after read-
ing “Class of 2039”, 
you should know that 
you are not alone. 
Where does the time 
go?

Bibb County Schools 
has announced that 
Kindergarten Registra-
tion for the Fall 2026 
school year will take 
place in April across 
the district’s elemen-
tary schools. This im-
portant step marks the 
beginning of a child’s 
educational journey 
and helps establish 
the strong foundation 
that supports learning 
and growth for years 
to come.

A solid early educa-
tion plays a critical role 
in a child’s develop-
ment. Kindergarten 
is often where young 
students first discover 
a love for learning, be-
gin building social and 
communication skills, 
and develop the aca-
demic habits that will 
guide them throughout 
their school years. By 
focusing on early liter-
acy, foundational math 
concepts, and posi-

tive classroom experi-
ences, educators help 
students gain the con-
fidence and curiosity 
that lead to long-term 
success.

Registration will take 
place Friday, April 
3, from 8:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at each of 
the district’s elemen-
tary schools, includ-
ing Brent Elementary 
School, Randolph Ele-
mentary School, West 
Blocton Elementary 
School, and Wood-
stock Elementary 
School.

Parents or guardians 
are asked to bring their 
child to the school he 
or she will attend and 
to arrive no later than 
the designated regis-
tration time. Children 
who turn five years old 
on or before Septem-
ber 1, 2026 are eligible 
to enroll in kindergar-
ten for the upcoming 
school year.

Families should 
bring several docu-
ments to complete 
registration, including 
a certified copy of the 
child’s birth certificate 
or other documen-
tation verifying the 
child’s date of birth, a 
certificate of immuni-

zation, and the child’s 
Social Security card if 
available. Disclosure 
of the Social Security 
number is voluntary; if 
families choose not to 
provide it, a temporary 
identification number 
will be generated for 
school records.

If applicable, fami-
lies should also bring 
guardianship papers. 
In addition, parents 
must provide two 
proofs of residence, 
such as property tax 
records, mortgage 
documents, property 
deeds, a lease or rent-
al agreement, a 911 
address, a utility bill 
or receipt, a driver’s 
license, voter precinct 
identification, or au-
tomobile registration 
showing the parent’s 
name and address. 
Post office boxes can-
not be used as proof of 
residence.

School officials en-
courage families to 
take part in registration 
and begin preparing 
students for an excit-
ing first step into their 
educational future. 
Here’s to the Class of 
2039!
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