
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact: Michael Lowry 
Monday, March 30, 2026      804-928-1655 

Trump-Endorsed Lt. Governor Candidate Trails by 12 Points, Polls 
Underwater on Favorability 

Senate Race a Three-Way Statistical Tie; 78% of GOP Primary Voters Name Economics as Top Issue 

Montgomery, AL — The Alabama Poll’s fourth consecutive statewide survey of likely Republican primary 
voters finds a presidential endorsement producing unexpected results in the Lieutenant Governor’s race — 
and a U.S. Senate primary that has tightened into a three-way statistical tie despite more than $6 million in 
committed outside spending. The survey of 600 likely voters was conducted in March 2026 with a margin of 
error of ±4.0% at a 95% confidence interval. Overall toplines are listed at the end of the release. 

Lieutenant Governor: The Endorsement That Isn’t Moving the Race 

The Lieutenant Governor’s race presents the most striking data point of the March poll. John Wahl, the 
Trump-endorsed ALGOP Chairman, stands at 7.0% in the ballot and carries a net negative favorability 
rating — 12.3% favorable against 14.0% unfavorable, a NET of −1.7. He trails non-endorsed Secretary of 
State Wes Allen by 11.7 points. With 60.2% of likely primary voters still undecided, the race remains fluid 
— but a candidate bearing a presidential endorsement has yet to convert that advantage into voter support. 

Michael Lowry, founder of The Alabama Poll said, "The conventional wisdom says a presidential 
endorsement settles a primary. The Lieutenant Governor's race says otherwise. The Trump-endorsed 
candidate is the only one in the field with a net negative favorability rating, and he trails by nearly 12 points. 
There’s certainly room to recover but this isn’t what any campaign wants to see a month and half out.” 

Allen leads at 18.7%, followed by Rick Pate at 8.8%, who has shown consistent upward movement across 
the last two polls. Nicole Wadsworth stands at 5.3%. 

Lt. Governor — GOP Primary Aug '25 Dec '25† Feb '26 Mar '26 

Wes Allen 28% 18.2% 23% 18.7% 

Rick Pate 12% 7.5% 6% 8.8% 

John Wahl (Trump-endorsed) — — 6% 7.0% 

Nicole Wadsworth — 1.8% 6% 5.3% 



 

 

Undecided 61% 41.2% 59% 60.2% 

†December 2025 data includes AJ McCarron (31.3%), who subsequently withdrew from the race. 

U.S. Senate: A Three-Way Dead Heat 

The U.S. Senate Republican primary is a statistical three-way tie. Barry Moore leads at 22.8%, Steve 
Marshall stands at 20.7%, and Jared Hudson holds 19.0% — all three within the poll’s ±4.0% margin of 
error. With 34.5% of voters still firmly undecided, no candidate has secured a winning position. Over $6 
million in committed outside spending in support of Moore has produced a lead of 2.1 percentage points — 
less than the margin of error. 

Marshall enters the advertising phase with a 39.5% favorable rating and geographic breadth across markets 
representing 78% of the state’s likely primary electorate. Hudson, at 19.0%, holds a net favorability of +22 
despite 49% of voters having never heard of him — and $428,000 in campaign funds unspent. 

U.S. Senate — GOP Primary Aug '25 Dec '25 Feb '26 Mar '26 

Barry Moore 16% 12% 17% 22.8% 

Steve Marshall 37% 30% 26% 20.7% 

Jared Hudson 7% 8% 8% 19.0% 

Rodney Walker 1% 3% 4% 3.0% 

Undecided 40% 46% 43% 34.5% 

"Barry Moore has had more than $6 million in committed outside spending on his behalf but has 
only produced a 2.1-point lead — less than the margin of error. Three candidates are statistically 
tied with two of them not actively advertising at the point of the poll. Moore gained six points from 
my last poll, but spending $950,000 to do so is troubling. That is not the result that level of 
investment should have produced." 

Economic Environment: An Anxious Electorate 

Seventy-eight and a half percent of likely Republican primary voters name an economic issue as the most 
important problem facing Alabama — the highest share recorded across all four Alabama Poll surveys. 
Groceries and food prices top the list of specific household cost pressures at 50.2%, followed by utility bills 
(35.5%), healthcare (28.2%), insurance costs (27.8%), and gas prices (24.5%). 

Alabama Republicans remain broadly optimistic about state direction: 58.7% say the state is heading in the 
right direction against 29.3% who say wrong track, a NET of +29.3. That optimism coexists with significant 
household budget pressure – a combination that no candidate in any of the contested races has yet 
addressed convincingly. 



 

 

"These voters are not in open revolt — Trump's approval is NET +66 and 58.7% say Alabama is on 
the right track,” Lowry continued. “But ask them about their household and the picture changes 
fast. Seventy-eight percent name an economic issue as the most important problem, and half cite 
groceries specifically. No candidate in any of these races has seized that opening yet and claimed 
those voters." 

Down-Ballot Races 

Attorney General: Jay Mitchell (12.3%), Katherine Robertson (9.8%), and Pamela Casey (9.3%) are 
statistically tied, with 68.5% of voters still undecided. 

Commissioner of Agriculture: Christina McInnis leads for the first time at 9.0%, edging Jack Williams 
(8.8%) and Corey Hill (7.0%), with 75.2% undecided. 

Available for On-Air Interviews 

Michael Lowry is available for television and radio interviews to discuss the poll’s findings and offer 
independent, data-driven analysis of Alabama’s Republican primaries. Unlike campaign surrogates or 
party-aligned analysts, Lowry presents what the crosstabs show — including when the numbers challenge 
the conventional wisdom. He is comfortable discussing all contested races and is willing to go where the 
data leads, on camera or on air. 

To schedule an interview, contact Michael Lowry directly at michael@alabamapoll.com or 804-928-1655. 

Methodology 

The Alabama Poll surveyed 600 likely Republican primary voters in March 22-24, 2026 using a 
multi-modal methodology combining live telephone interviews (landline and cell phone) and self-
administered text message surveys. Interviews were stratified by area, race/ethnicity, age, gender, 
and vote history based on prior Republican primary turnout patterns. To qualify, respondents had 
to indicate they are likely to vote in the May 2026 Republican Primary. The margin of error is ±4.0% 
at a 95% confidence interval; error margins increase for cross-tabulations. 

About The Alabama Poll 

The Alabama Poll is an independent, subscription-based public opinion research service providing 
high-quality survey research and analysis focused on Alabama politics, public policy, and 
elections. It is not employed by any candidate campaigns. For additional information, interviews, 
or data requests, contact Michael Lowry or visit The Alabama Poll. 

mailto:michael@alabamapoll.com
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ALABAMA – STATEWIDE 

LIKELY REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTERS 
N=600 

MARCH 25TH, 2026 
  
1. WITH WHICH POLITICAL PARTY ARE YOU AFFILIATED? 
  

Total 600 

REPUBLICAN 77.7 

INDEPENDENT/OTHER 22.3 

Net Diff. 55.3 

 
2. AS YOU ARE AWARE, VERY FEW PEOPLE ACTUALLY VOTE IN REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTIONS. THINKING AHEAD, WHICH 
OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES HOW YOU WILL VOTE IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTIONS NEXT YEAR FOR U.S. 
SENATE, U.S. CONGRESS, ALABAMA GOVERNOR, AND ALABAMA STATE LEGISLATURE ON MAY 25TH, 2026? 
  

Total 600 

DEFINITELY VOTING 87.2 

LIKELY VOTING 12.8 

  Very Likely 10.3 

  Somewhat Likely 2.5 

Net Diff. 74.3 

 
3. IN WHICH PARTY’S PRIMARY ARE YOU MORE LIKELY TO VOTE – THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY OR THE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY? 
IF YOU DO NOT VOTE IN PRIMARIES, PLEASE SAY SO. 
  

Total 600 

REPUBLICAN 100.0 

  
4. GENERALLY SPEAKING, WOULD YOU SAY THINGS IN ALABAMA ARE GOING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION OR HAVE THEY 
GOTTEN OFF ON THE WRONG TRACK? 
  

Total 600 

RIGHT DIRECTION 58.7 

WRONG TRACK 29.3 

DK/REFUSED 12.0 

Net Diff. 29.3 

 
5. NOW FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST, WHAT IS THE ONE THING THE GOVERNOR AND STATE LEGISLATURE SHOULD FOCUS ON 
THAT WOULD MOST HELP YOU AND YOUR FAMILY?  
  

Total 600 

ECONOMIC 78.5 

  Inflation/Cost Living 24.8 

  Utility Costs 16.0 

  Insurance Costs 10.0 

  Economy/Jobs 8.7 

  Gov't Spending/Debt 8.0 

  Taxes 7.8 

  Rising Gas Prices 3.2 

SAEFTY/SECURITY 19.2 

  Border/Immigration 10.8 

  Crime/Public Safety 8.3 

DK/REFUSED 2.3 
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6. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS REGARDING PRESIDENT TRUMP AND HIS POLICIES COMES CLOSEST TO YOUR 
OPINION? 
 
1. I APPROVE OF PRESIDENT TRUMP AND HIS POLICIES 
2. I DISAPPROVE OF PRESIDENT TRUMP PERSONALLY, BUT I LIKE A LOT OF HIS POLICIES 
3. I DISAPPROVE OF PRESIDENT TRUMP’S POLICIES, BUT I LIKE HIM PERSONALLY 
4. I DISAPPROVE OF PRESIDENT TRUMP AND HIS POLICIES 
  

Total 600 

APPROVE TRUMP 82.3 

  Personally & Policies 65.0 

  Only His Policies 16.7 

  Only Him Personally 0.7 

DISAPPROVE TRUMP 16.3 

DK/REFUSED 1.3 

Net Diff. 66.0 

Mean 3.32 

 
7. NOW, I AM GOING TO READ YOU A LIST OF NAMES. WILL YOU PLEASE TELL ME IF YOU HAVE A FAVORABLE OR 
UNFAVORABLE OPINION OF EACH PERSON OR ORGANIZATION? IF YOU HAVE NO OPINION OR HAVE NEVER HEARD OF THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION, JUST SAY SO. 
 
STEVE MARSHALL 
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 39.5 

  Very 18.2 

  Somewhat 21.3 

UNFAVORABLE 19.5 

  Somewhat 6.8 

  Very 12.7 

NO OPINION 17.8 

NEVER HEARD OF 23.2 

Net Diff. 20.0 

Mean 3.33 

 
8. OPINION: JARED HUDSON 

  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 26.2 

  Very 14.7 

  Somewhat 11.5 

UNFAVORABLE 4.2 

  Somewhat 2.7 

  Very 1.5 

NO OPINION 20.7 

NEVER HEARD OF 49.0 

Net Diff. 22.0 

Mean 3.69 
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9. OPINION: BARRY MOORE 
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 37.8 

  Very 15.8 

  Somewhat 22.0 

UNFAVORABLE 16.8 

  Somewhat 6.0 

  Very 10.8 

NO OPINION 21.0 

NEVER HEARD OF 24.3 

Net Diff. 21.0 

Mean 3.34 

 
10. OPINION: RODNEY WALKER  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 9.3 

  Very 3.0 

  Somewhat 6.3 

UNFAVORABLE 4.8 

  Somewhat 2.5 

  Very 2.3 

NO OPINION 27.7 

NEVER HEARD OF 58.2 

Net Diff. 4.5 

Mean 3.12 

 
11. OPINION: WES ALLEN 
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 26.2 

  Very 11.3 

  Somewhat 14.8 

UNFAVORABLE 11.0 

  Somewhat 5.8 

  Very 5.2 

NO OPINION 24.3 

NEVER HEARD OF 38.5 

Net Diff. 15.2 

Mean 3.35 

 
12. OPINION: JOHN WAHL 
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 12.3 

  Very 5.5 

  Somewhat 6.8 

UNFAVORABLE 14.0 

  Somewhat 5.5 

  Very 8.5 

NO OPINION 23.8 

NEVER HEARD OF 49.8 

Net Diff. -1.7 

Mean 2.91 
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13. OPINION: RICK PATE  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 15.8 

  Very 6.8 

  Somewhat 9.0 

UNFAVORABLE 5.8 

  Somewhat 3.7 

  Very 2.2 

NO OPINION 24.3 

NEVER HEARD OF 54.0 

Net Diff. 10.0 

Mean 3.32 

 
14. OPINION: PAMELA CASEY  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 12.3 

  Very 5.2 

  Somewhat 7.2 

UNFAVORABLE 4.7 

  Somewhat 2.3 

  Very 2.3 

NO OPINION 25.2 

NEVER HEARD OF 57.8 

Net Diff. 7.7 

Mean 3.25 

 
15. OPINION: JAY MITCHELL  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 11.8 

  Very 4.8 

  Somewhat 7.0 

UNFAVORABLE 4.3 

  Somewhat 1.7 

  Very 2.7 

NO OPINION 26.7 

NEVER HEARD OF 57.2 

Net Diff. 7.5 

Mean 3.23 

 
16. OPINION: KATHERINE ROBERTSON  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 11.7 

  Very 5.5 

  Somewhat 6.2 

UNFAVORABLE 7.2 

  Somewhat 3.8 

  Very 3.3 

NO OPINION 23.3 

NEVER HEARD OF 57.8 

Net Diff. 4.5 

Mean 3.16 
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17. OPINION: JACK WILLIAMS  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 8.0 

  Very 4.2 

  Somewhat 3.8 

UNFAVORABLE 3.8 

  Somewhat 2.7 

  Very 1.2 

NO OPINION 24.0 

NEVER HEARD OF 64.2 

Net Diff. 4.2 

Mean 3.20 

 
  
18. OPINION: COREY HILL  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 7.7 

  Very 3.5 

  Somewhat 4.2 

UNFAVORABLE 3.0 

  Somewhat 2.3 

  Very 0.7 

NO OPINION 27.2 

NEVER HEARD OF 62.2 

Net Diff. 4.7 

Mean 3.20 

 
19. OPINION: CHRISTINA WOERNER MCINNIS  
  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 8.3 

  Very 4.3 

  Somewhat 4.0 

UNFAVORABLE 3.5 

  Somewhat 2.3 

  Very 1.2 

NO OPINION 24.0 

NEVER HEARD OF 64.2 

Net Diff. 4.8 

Mean 3.22 

 
20. OPINION: NICOLE WADSWORTH  

  

Total 600 

FAVORABLE 7.5 

  Very 2.5 

  Somewhat 5.0 

UNFAVORABLE 7.7 

  Somewhat 3.3 

  Very 4.3 

NO OPINION 24.8 

NEVER HEARD OF 60.0 

Net Diff. -0.2 

Mean 2.95 
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21. NOW, IF THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTION FOR U.S. SENATE WERE HELD TODAY AMONG THE FOLLOWING 
CANDIDATES, FOR WHOM WOULD YOU VOTE?  
  

Total 600 

BARRY MOORE 22.8 

  Definitely 13.2 

  Probably 8.0 

  Lean 1.7 

STEVE MARSHALL 20.7 

  Definitely 9.2 

  Probably 9.3 

  Lean 2.2 

JARED HUDSON 19.0 

  Definitely 9.5 

  Probably 7.7 

  Lean 1.8 

RODNEY WALKER 3.0 

  Definitely 0.8 

  Probably 1.0 

  Lean 1.2 

FIRM UNDECIDED 34.5 

Net Diff. 2.2 

 
22. NOW, IF THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTION FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA WERE HELD TODAY AMONG THE 
FOLLOWING CANDIDATES, FOR WHOM WOULD YOU VOTE?  
  

Total 600 

WES ALLEN 18.7 

  Definitely 9.2 

  Probably 6.8 

  Lean 2.7 

RICK PATE 8.8 

  Definitely 3.5 

  Probably 3.7 

  Lean 1.7 

JOHN WAHL 7.0 

  Definitely 3.3 

  Probably 2.3 

  Lean 1.3 

NICOLE WADSWORTH 5.3 

  Definitely 1.7 

  Probably 3.0 

  Lean 0.7 

FIRM UNDECIDED 60.2 

Net Diff. 9.8 
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23. NOW, IF THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTION FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ALABAMA WERE HELD TODAY AMONG THE 
FOLLOWING CANDIDATES, FOR WHOM WOULD YOU VOTE?  
  

Total 600 

JAY MITCHELL 12.3 

  Definitely 3.3 

  Probably 5.8 

  Lean 3.2 

KATHERINE ROBERTSON 9.8 

  Definitely 3.8 

  Probably 4.2 

  Lean 1.8 

PAMELA CASEY 9.3 

  Definitely 4.3 

  Probably 4.0 

  Lean 1.0 

FIRM UNDECIDED 68.5 

Net Diff. 2.5 

 
24. NOW, IF THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY ELECTION FOR COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE OF ALABAMA WERE HELD TODAY 
AMONG THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES, FOR WHOM WOULD YOU VOTE?  
  

Total 600 

CHRISTINA W. MCINNIS 9.0 

  Definitely 4.3 

  Probably 2.5 

  Lean 2.2 

JACK WILLIAMS 8.8 

  Definitely 3.3 

  Probably 3.8 

  Lean 1.7 

COREY HILL 7.0 

  Definitely 3.2 

  Probably 3.0 

  Lean 0.8 

FIRM UNDECIDED 75.2 

 

25. WHEN THINKING ABOUT RISING PRICES AND THE INCREASING COST OF LIVING YOU MAY BE EXPERIENCING, WHICH TWO 
FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST ARE CAUSING YOU THE GREATEST CONCERN? 
  

Total 600 

GROCERIES AND FOOD 50.2 

UTILITY BILLS 35.5 

HEALTHCARE 28.2 

INSURANCE COSTS 27.8 

GAS PRICES 24.5 

TAXES 18.0 

HOUSING/RENT/MORTGAGE 10.7 

CHILDCARE 1.5 

NONE/OTHER 1.7 

DK/REFUSED 0.7 
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26. NOW, IF YOU KNEW THAT PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP HAD ENDORSED A CANDIDATE FOR A STATEWIDE RACE IN 
ALABAMA WOULD YOU BE MORE LIKELY OR LESS LIKELY TO VOTE FOR THAT CANDIDATE? IF IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE, 
PLEASE SAY SO.  
  

Total 600 

MORE LIKELY 51.7 

  Much 27.3 

  Somewhat 24.3 

LESS LIKELY 17.3 

  Somewhat 3.2 

  Much 14.2 

NO DIFFERENCE 29.3 

DK/REFUSED 1.7 

Net Diff. 34.3 

Mean 3.48 

 
27. NOW, IF YOU KNEW THAT U.S. SENATOR KATIE BRITT HAD ENDORSED A CANDIDATE FOR A STATEWIDE RACE IN ALABAMA 
WOULD YOU BE MORE LIKELY OR LESS LIKELY TO VOTE FOR THAT CANDIDATE? IF IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE, PLEASE SAY SO.  
  

Total 600 

MORE LIKELY 45.0 

  Much 16.0 

  Somewhat 29.0 

LESS LIKELY 18.0 

  Somewhat 6.7 

  Much 11.3 

NO DIFFERENCE 31.5 

DK/REFUSED 5.5 

Net Diff. 27.0 

Mean 3.34 

 
28. NOW, IF YOU KNEW THAT U.S. SENATOR TOMMY TUBERVILLE HAD ENDORSED A CANDIDATE FOR A STATEWIDE RACE IN 
ALABAMA WOULD YOU BE MORE LIKELY OR LESS LIKELY TO VOTE FOR THAT CANDIDATE? IF IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE, 
PLEASE SAY SO.  
  

Total 600 

MORE LIKELY 46.0 

  Much 18.8 

  Somewhat 27.2 

LESS LIKELY 22.5 

  Somewhat 3.7 

  Much 18.8 

NO DIFFERENCE 28.3 

DK/REFUSED 3.2 

Net Diff. 23.5 

Mean 3.24 
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29. IF YOU WERE TO LABEL YOURSELF, WOULD YOU SAY YOU ARE A LIBERAL, A MODERATE, OR A CONSERVATIVE IN YOUR 
POLITICAL BELIEFS?   
  

Total 600 

LIBERAL/MODERATE 18.5 

  Liberal 4.3 

    Very 1.2 

    Somewhat 3.2 

  Moderate 14.2 

CONSERVATIVE 81.0 

  Somewhat 26.7 

  Very 54.3 

DK/REFUSED 0.5 

Net Diff. 62.5 

Mean 4.30 

 
30. WHAT IS THE LAST GRADE OF FORMAL EDUCATION YOU HAVE COMPLETED?  
  

Total 600 

LESS THAN COLLEGE 60.7 

  Less than High School 3.8 

  High School Graduate 13.8 

  Some College/Trade 25.5 

  Associates/2-yr Degree 17.5 

COLLEGE/POST GRADUATE 39.3 

  Bachelors/4-yr Degree 22.0 

  Post Graduate Degree 17.3 

REFUSED - 

Net Diff. -21.3 

 
31. WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT MARITAL STATUS?  
  

Total 600 

SINGLE 9.3 

  Single 7.8 

  Live W/Signif. Other 1.5 

MARRIED 75.2 

SEPARATED 0.2 

DIVORCED 6.5 

WIDOWED 8.0 

DK/REFUSED 0.8 

 
32. DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF AN EVANGELICAL OR BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN?  
  

Total 600 

YES 76.2 

NO 21.3 

DK/REFUSED 2.5 

Net Diff. 54.8 

 
33. WHAT IS YOUR MAIN RACIAL BACKGROUND? 

  

Total 600 

WHITE 94.8 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN/BLACK 1.5 

HISPANIC/LATINO 0.8 

ASIAN/ASIAN-AMERICAN 0.3 

OTHER 2.5 

DK/REFUSED - 
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34. WHAT IS YOUR AGE?    

Total 600 

18-29 6.0 

30-40 9.0 

41-55 22.0 

56-65 22.0 

66-75 23.0 

OVER 75 18.0 

REFUSED - 

Mean 59.04 

 
35. GENDER:  

Total 600 

MALE 48.0 

FEMALE 52.0 

 
36. INTERVIEW: 
  

Total 600 

LANDLINE 10.0 

CELLPHONE 55.0 

TEXT 35.0 

 
37. AREA:   
  

Total 600 

BIRMINGHAM MEDIA MARKET 40.0 

  Jefferson County 9.0 

  Rest of Birmingham 31.0 

COLUMBUS/GA/ATLANTA 5.0 

DOTHAN MEDIA MARKET 6.0 

HUNTSVILLE MEDIA MARKET 23.0 

  Madison County 7.0 

  Rest of Huntsville 16.0 

MOBILE MEDIA MARKET 15.0 

  Mobile County 7.0 

  Rest of Mobile MM 8.0 

MONTGOMERY/MERIDIAN MM 11.0 

  Montgomery County 2.0 

  Rest of Mont./Meridian 9.0 

 
38. AREA: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  
  

Total 600 

CD-1 16.8 

CD-2 9.0 

CD-3 15.2 

CD-4 18.0 

CD-5 15.8 

CD-6 18.3 

CD-7 6.8 

 
39. REPUBLICAN PRIMARY VOTE HISTORY – 2024 PRIMARY, 2022 PRIMARY, 2020 PRIMARY: 
  

Total 600 

1 OF 3 31.3 

2 OF 3 28.5 

3 OF 3 40.2 

Mean 2.09 
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