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Public Input Requested on Proposed AL-5 
and Vance Road Roundabout Project

Residents of Bibb 
County – and even be-
yond – are well aware 
of the risk of the in-
tersection of Highway 
5 and Vance Road 
located in West Bloc-
ton. Crossing over 
this particular place 
has proven to be quite 
treacherous at times, 
resulting in countless 
accidents. For resi-
dents of Bibb County, 
an opportunity to make 
your opinion known on 
how this intersection 
could be made safer 
will happen in just a 
few weeks.

The Alabama De-
partment of Trans-
portation (ALDOT) is 
seeking public input on 
a proposed improve-
ment project at the in-
tersection of AL-5 and 
Vance Road, located 
west of West Blocton.

The proposed proj-
ect would add a round-
about at the inter-
section with the goal 
of improving overall 
safety and traffic flow. 
According to ALDOT, 
the purpose of the 
project is to reduce the 
risk of injury and fatal 
crashes while also de-
creasing vehicle idling 
at the intersection. By 
allowing traffic to move 
more continuously 
through the area, the 
roundabout design is 
intended to create a 

safer and more effi-
cient roadway for driv-
ers.

Residents of Bibb 
County might compare 
this proposed plan to 
the roundabout that 
was built in Brent at the 
intersection of Univer-
sity Way and Highway 
5. While it took some 
getting used to, driv-
ers have seemed to 
have mostly gotten the 
hang of it, increasing 
the ease of the flow of 
traffic. However, some 
have critiqued that the 
radius of it is too small 
for our many truck driv-
ers to easily go around 
it without risk of over-
turning. Concerns 
such as these should 
be voiced, heard, and 
documented as the 
potential parameters 
of this project are be-
ing evaluated.

Other concerns that 
have been voiced also 
include the question of 
how traffic coming up 
and down Highway 5 
can be slowed down 
enough in anticipa-
tion of approaching a 
roundabout. Some 
have argued that a 
traffic light would be 
better; however, while 
it may be safer, it 
would do little to ease 
the flow of the high 
volume of traffic on 
this highway on a daily 
basis.

Clearly, there is 
much to consider and 
even more to discuss. 

Project information is 
available for public re-
view, and community 
members are encour-
aged to share feed-
back. Comments must 
be submitted by April 
10, 2026.

Residents will have 
the opportunity to learn 
more and ask ques-
tions during an in-per-
son public meeting 
scheduled for Monday, 
March 9, 2026, from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
at West Blocton High 
School, located at 
4734 Truman Aldrich 
Parkway in West Bloc-
ton. The meeting will 
be informal, allowing 
attendees to review 
materials and speak 
directly with project 
representatives. The 
facility is wheelchair 
accessible, and any-
one requiring special 
assistance is asked 
to contact the West 
Central Region office 
at (205) 507-4487 at 
least two days prior to 
the meeting.

In addition to the 
in-person meeting, AL-
DOT is offering sever-
al ways for the public 
to submit comments. 
Community mem-
bers may complete 
the online comment 
form at www.ALDOT-
involved.com, email 
AL5-Roundabout@
dot.state.al.us, leave a 
voicemail at (205) 554-
3214 (three-minute 
limit), or mail written 

comments to ALDOT 
– West Central Region 
Office, Attn: Environ-
mental Coordinator, 
1100 Julia Tutwiler 
Drive, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35404.

Public involvement 
plays an important 
role in shaping trans-

portation projects that 
impact daily travel 
and community safe-
ty. Residents are en-
couraged to review the 
proposal and share 
their input before the 
April 10 deadline.

Project Managers 
mean well, but they 

only know so much 
about the daily im-
pact changes to our 
roadways can make 
for the residents of 
Bibb County. They do 
not live here; we do. 
So come on, folks – 
let’s make our voices 
heard.

Registration Now Open for the 2026 Miss Cahaba Lily Pageant

Mark your calen-
dars — Miss Cahaba 
Lily 2026 will take the 
stage on Saturday, 

April 25, at West Bloc-
ton High School, and 
registration is official-
ly open now through 
March 31, 2026. 
Whether it’s a contes-

tant’s very first pag-
eant or the next excit-
ing step in her crown 
journey, organizers 
say they cannot wait 
to see each participant 

shine.
This year’s pag-

eant will feature two 
sessions. The 10:00 
a.m. divisions include 
Baby Miss, Tiny Miss, 

Petite Miss, and Little 
Miss. The 1:00 p.m. 
divisions will include 
Young Miss, Junior 
Miss, and Miss Caha-
ba Lily.

There are no res-
idency restrictions, 
making this a wonder-
ful opportunity for con-
testants from any area 
to participate. Regis-
tration is $65 and in-
cludes one photogenic 
entry and one pageant 
admission ticket for 
pageant day.

Each division will 
crown one Queen, two 
Alternates, and one 
Photogenic Winner. In 
addition, two Overall 
Photogenic Winners 
will be selected from 
across all divisions, 
adding even more ex-
citement to the day.

Opening number 
practice for the Young 
Miss, Junior Miss, and 
Miss divisions will be 
held Monday, April 20 
through Friday, April 

24, from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. An optional 
open stage rehearsal 
for the younger four di-
visions will take place 
Friday, April 24, from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., 
also at West Blocton 
High School.

The Miss Cahaba 
Lily Pageant contin-
ues to be a cherished 
annual event in Bibb 
County, celebrating 
confidence, poise, and 
the unique light each 
contestant brings to 
the stage.

Those interest-
ed can register 
online at: https://
p c i . j o t f o r m . c o m /
rm/260424636552052

Organizers en-
courage families and 
friends to come out 
and support this spe-
cial event. The count-
down is on — and 
April 25 promises to 
be a day full of crowns, 
confidence, and shin-
ing smiles.
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AL House Bill Would Require PSC to Hold 
Public Hearings on Electricity Rates

By Ralph Chapoco, 
Alabama Reflector

An Alabama rep-
resentative has 
filed a bill that 
would require the 
state’s Public Ser-
vice Commission, 
Alabama’s public 
utility regulator, to 
host public hear-
ings with compa-
nies to discuss 
rates and their op-
erations.

HB 475, spon-
sored by Rep. Mack 
Butler, R-Rainbow 
City, comes amid 
mounting concerns 
over Alabama’s 
high utility rates 
and after an at-
tempt earlier this 
month to end PSC 
elections. Butler’s 
bill would require 
the PSC to host a 
meeting each year 
to discuss how it 
will regulate the 
utility companies it 
oversees and oth-
er topics within the 
agency’s authority.

The bill would 
make failing to 
hold the meet-
ings grounds for 
impeaching PSC 
commiss ioners , 
though impeach-
ment itself would 
be a decision 
for the Alabama 
House.  The bill 
would also pro-
hibit utility compa-
nies, including Ala-
bama Power, from 
passing the costs 
they incur for their 
lobbying efforts, 
advertising and 
grants they provide 
to their customers.

“The PSC has not 
had a rate hearing 
in 44 years, and 
we are paying the 
highest (electric 
utility rates) in the 

region,” Butler said 
in an interview on 
Monday. “I think we 
are the third high-
est in the nation, 
40% more than 
Tennessee Valley 
Authority.”

The bill, filed as 
the Legislature hits 
the midway point 
of the 2026 regu-
lar session, comes 
a few weeks after 
Rep. Chip Brown, 
R-Hollinger’s Is-
land, filed HB 392, 
which authorizes 
the governor to ap-
point the president 
of the PSC, and 
associate com-
missioners from a 
list of candidates 
selected by the 
speaker of the Al-
abama House of 
Representatives 
and the Alabama 
Senate president 
pro tem.

Brown’s legisla-
tion was pulled be-
fore a vote on Feb. 
12 amid public criti-
cism and questions 
over whether the 
bill had the votes 
to pass the Sen-
ate. But the bill, 
like Butler’s, also 
required the Pub-
lic Service Com-
mission to host 
hearings for pub-
lic utilities such as 
Alabama Power to 
discuss utility rates 
and how they are 
related to the busi-
ness operations of 
the company.

Brown’s legisla-
tion states that util-
ity companies will 
provide information 
on “issues affecting 
its operations, such 
as cost trends, reli-
ability, and other 
regulatory issues 
the commission 

deems relevant.”
Butler said Mon-

day that the leak of 
a recorded phone 
conversation be-
tween John Dodd, 
policy manager for 
Energy Alabama, 
a nonprofit that ad-
vocates for more 
renewable energy 
use in the state, 
and R.B. Walker, 
director of state 
and federal affairs 
for Alabama Pow-
er, was an impetus 
for the bill. In the 
recording, Walker 
encourages Dodd 
to consider sup-
porting Brown’s 
bill while saying 
the utility would 
be publicly neutral 
about it.

“It infuriated the 
public,” Butler said. 
“I believe that Chip 
(Brown) had hon-
est intent because 
of what happened 
in Georgia. But 
there was backlash 
from the public, es-
pecially after that 
tape. The job of the 
PSC is to look out 
for the people, not 

for the utility.”
A message was 

sent to Alabama 
Power on Monday 
seeking comment.

HB 475 states 
that the PSC will 
host hearings to 
discuss “rates, cost 
trends, reliability, 
resilience, general 
infrastructure in-
vestment plans, 
competi t iveness 
with peer states, 
economic develop-
ment impacts, and 
other regulatory 
issues the com-
mission deems rel-
evant.”

The bill also 
states that public 
utilities such as Al-
abama Power can-
not increase cus-
tomers’ electricity 
rates for expenses 
related to lobbying, 
grants that it pro-
vides or for adver-
tising.

The legislation 
does not expressly 
overturn a process 
known as Rate Sta-
bilization Equaliza-
tion, which allows 
companies such 

as Alabama Pow-
er to submit their 
request for a spe-
cific rate of return 
along with support-
ing documentation. 
The PSC can then 
either accept or 
reject the propos-
al without a rate 
case that allows 
the public to review 
the evidence and 
respond to the re-
quest for a specific 
rate of return by 
the public utility.

Utilities are per-
mitted to receive a 
guaranteed rate of 
return from capital 
expenditures with 
approval from the 
PSC while also re-
couping the costs 
associated for their 
operations. The 
process has been 
used since 1982, 
and critics say it 
keeps the reasons 
for rate increases 
unclear and locks 
out the public.

Energy Alabama 
Monday said it is 
neutral on the bill.

“Although it ad-
dresses transpar-

ency, transparency 
alone does not 
lower energy bills,” 
Dodd said in an 
interview on Mon-
day. “In its current, 
written language, 
the bill does not re-
quire a formal peri-
odic rate case with 
sworn testimony 
and a full eviden-
tiary record. With-
out that, there is no 
guarantee that util-
ity spending, rates 
and profit margins 
receive meaningful 
scrutiny.”

Butler, however, 
said that the bill re-
quires a rate hear-
ing that will accept 
input from the pub-
lic.

“I am sure it will 
be all that,” Butler 
said. “We did not 
get all down into 
the weeds on that, 
but the bill definite-
ly has rates. They 
(public utilities) 
have to be able to 
justify where they 
are at.”

Reprinted with 
permission
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Centreville News
By Brenda Hubbard

West Eoline News
By Jane Hannah

We wish to extend 
sympathy to the fam-
ily of Ruby Murphy 
Chavers, age 83, who 
passed away on Feb-
ruary 9, 2026. Services 
were held on February 
12, 2026 at Magnolia 
Chapel South at 2:00 
p.m. Burial followed at 
Pineland Cemetery in 
Centreville, AL.

Anniversary wishes 
go out to Darrel and 
April Weaver who re-
cently celebrated their 
wedding anniversary.

The Joyful Hearts of 
Brent Baptist Church 
met on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2026 at 
10:00 a.m. with lunch 
at 12:00 noon.

A speedy recovery 
goes out to Mary Jo 
Griffin who recently 
underwent surgery.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several that 
have February birth-
days, David Cruce, 

Abby Bowman, Phil 
Cottingham, Butch 
Wallace, Peggy Reyn-
olds, Joanne Stone 
Young, Henry Stone, 
Sheila Leonard, Faye 
Palmisano, Ricky No-
lan, Richard Booth.

Randy and Lisa 
Brown recently cel-
ebrated their wedding 
anniversary. We send 
out wedding anniver-
sary wishes to them.

Sympathy goes out 
to the family of retired 
Sheriff George Flem-
ing, 89, who passed 
away on February 15, 
2026. Services were 
February 19, 2026 at 
Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church with burial at 
Johntown Cemetery. 
He will be greatly 
missed by all who 
knew him.

If you have news call 
it in at 206.316.1181. 
Take care and God 
bless. 

BY SAVANNA LOGAN________________
REPORTER

February was a 
weird month of cold, 
warm, wet & dry days.  
Come on SPRING! 

Betty Rainwater 
hosted Sistas Geneva 
Mullins, Jo Kitchen, 
Jane Hannah, Carol 
Schladerbach, Pennie 
Mitchell & Baby Sis 
Sheila Scott on Febru-
ary 3rd!  It was Betty's 
Birthday and the Sis-
tas brought Hunt's 
Pizza from Jones Cit-
go, (yum) plus a Mys-
tery Filling Chocolate 
Cake by Jo.  Praying 
for BLESSINGS GA-
LORE Sista Betty.

Siblings Wayne Dea-
son, C H Deason, Ge-
neva Mullins, Jo Kitch-
en, Jane Hannah cel-
ebrated Barbara Dea-
son's Birthday at Jo's 
home on February 4th.  
Home cooking by Jo 
& Jane (Pork Tender-
loin, fresh peas, scal-
loped potatoes, mixed 
greens, cornbread and 
blueberry cobbler with 
vanilla ice cream) was 
enjoyed by all.  Since 
we none cook very of-
ten, this was a TREAT.  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY all 
year Barbara!

Ruth Deason en-
joyed her recent cruise 
to Jamaica even with 
health issues that lim-
ited her walking. 

Luke Holladay re-
cently celebrated his 
birthday at Chow's 
Country Buffet. Trac-
ey Holladay and Jane 
Hannah enjoyed the 
food but also enjoyed 
him enjoying the ex-
pansive and delicious 
food choices.  

There is nothing like 
the joy of one of your 
babies running to you 
with a big smile, arms 
wide for hugs.  After 
not seeing Kaydi for 2 
days, she has seemed 
happy and super excit-
ed to see me.  I would 
love to bottle the joy 
this gives me.  I miss 
this from my babies 
in Marshall & Blount 
County because I 
don't see them often 
and they are growing 
up.

VALENTINE'S DAY 
- Wayne Deason ate 
at Taco Casa, her fa-
vorite place; in mem-
ory of his sweet Bet-
ty.  ... Stacey & Chad 
Thompson had the 
fire pit hot to sear and 

cook the steaks, salad 
was ready, potatoes 
were baked and gar-
lic toast was ready for 
the oven when guests 
arrived; bringing more 
steaks, shrimp cock-
tail, peanut brittle and 
peanut butter balls.  
The sunset viewed 
from the dining table 
was a blessing.  After 
dinner Stacey, Chad, 
Jim, Josh, Jena, Jane 
& Ruth enjoyed the 
cool evening around 
the fire pit. ... Lashelle 
& Ronnie Kinney re-
served a table at Car-
rabba's but were so 
disappointed by the 
food delay and super 
salty fare.

Fred Boothe brought 
the fresh caught Brim 
& Catfish that Sta-
cey helped clean and 
Chad & Jim cooked 
for Sunday lunch.  She 
also made slaw, hush 
puppies, and creamy 
"spicy" rice that was 
enjoyed by all.  After 
lunch

Jo Kitchen, Ruth 
Deason, Jim Kirkend-
all & Jane Hannah en-
joyed Rummikub.

February 21st Ruth 
Deason, Jim Kirkend-
all and Jane Hannah 
had lunch at the 20/59 
Bar & Grill.  The food 
was EXCELLENT.  In 
the afternoon Jane & 
Jim enjoyed games 
with Jo & Kayla Kitch-
en.  

MARCH BIRTH-
DAYS -- Best Wishes 
to these and more: Za-
vier Carney 3-7, Shir-
ley Mizell 3-8, Maddox 
Hannah & Olive Gar-
cia 3-9, Bob Hannah 
& Robbie Drake 3-15, 
Jo Hinson 3-16, Tress 
Freeman 3-16, Tan-
nar Caddis & Chad 
Thompson 3-19, Cindy 
Garner 3-20, Tracey 
Holladay 3-25, Haven 
Hannah 3-28, Briggs 
Freeman  & Christine 
Griffin 3-30.

Happy ANNIVERSA-
RY Courtney & Dylan 
Dowdle March 5th!

GET WELL 
PRAYERS for:  Janice 
Deason, Ruth Deason, 
Amy Ellison, Ronnie 
Kinney, JoAnn Med-
ders, Alyssa Roper. 

Send your news by 
text to 478-396-2513.

Bibb County Pet Welfare to Host 
Spay and Neuter Event on Feb. 26

It’s that time again, 
pet owners will have 
the opportunity to have 
their animals spayed or 
neutered through the 
Bibb County Pet Wel-
fare Program depart-
ing from Woodstock 
First Baptist Church.

Participants must ar-
rive at the church at 6 
a.m. to complete the 
required paperwork 
and load their pets for 
travel. The animals will 
then be transported 
to the Alabama Spay 
Neuter Clinic in Iron-
dale, where they will 
undergo surgery. Pets 
will be returned to the 
same pickup location 
later that afternoon at 

4 p.m.
Appointments are of-

fered on a first-come, 
first-served basis and 
require prepayment to 
secure a spot. Once 
scheduled, pet own-
ers will receive an 
invoice via PayPal, 
which can be paid us-
ing any debit or credit 
card. Organizers note 
that missed appoint-
ments are non-refund-
able and non-transfer-
able. The program is 
open to residents of 
any county, provided 
they can meet at the 
Woodstock pickup lo-
cation or arrange to 
take their pet directly 
to the clinic on the day 
of transport.

Shelton State to Host Dual Enrollment 
Session for Bibb County Families

Families with stu-
dents entering 7th 
through 12th grade 
next school year are 
encouraged to attend 
an upcoming Dual En-
rollment Informational 
Session to learn how 
students can earn col-
lege credit while still 
in high school – at no 
cost to them.

Shelton State Com-
munity College will 
host the session on 
March 2, 2026, at 6:00 
p.m. at the Bibb Coun-
ty Board of Education. 

The event will provide 
an in-depth look at 
dual enrollment op-
portunities available in 
health services, tech-
nical programs, and 
academic pathways.

Through dual enroll-
ment, eligible students 
can take college-level 
courses with tuition, 
fees, and textbooks 
covered — giving 
them a valuable head 
start on their college 
and career goals while 
saving families money. 
College is expensive 
enough, and dual en-
rollment programs 

such as this offer fami-
lies a way to make it 
just a bit more afford-
able and accessible 
than it was before.

During the session, 
representatives will 
also highlight nursing 
pathways made pos-
sible through Shelton 
State’s partnership 
with Bibb Medical Cen-
ter, along with scholar-
ship opportunities

designed to sup-
port student success. 
Regardless, this dual 
enrollment is open to 
all students seeking 
a higher education, 

regardless of career 
choice.

Organizers say the 
evening will be espe-
cially helpful for fami-
lies who want to bet-
ter understand how 
dual enrollment works, 
what programs are 
available, and how 
students can begin 
planning now for a 
bright and promising 
future.

For more informa-
tion, visit sheltonstate.
edu/dual or email dua-
lenrollment@shelton-
state.edu.
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Alabama Has a Rare Senate 
Seat Opening This Year

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

February 25, 2026:

Folks, we are in for a doozy of a political year 
in the Heart of Dixie. We have a rare open U.S. 
Senate race.

A senate seat does not come open every year. 
It was expected, this time last year, that our first 
term Senator Tommy Tuberville would run for a 
second six-year term in 2026. However, Tuber-
ville’s decision to leave the U.S. Senate to run 
for Governor, left the barn door open for our sec-
ond U.S. Senate seat.

The seat will be filled by a Republican. We are 
a solidly Republican State. Therefore, the GOP 
Primary on May 19 will be our election. 

As the barn door closed for qualifying three 
weeks ago, the field, as expected, yielded five 
combatants: Alabama two-term Attorney Gen-
eral Steve Marshall, South Alabama Congress-
man Barry Moore, Navy Seal Jared Hudson, 
Trump and Tuberville staffer Morgan Murphy, 
and Lineville businessman Rodney Walker.

There are two distinctive roles that a U.S. Sen-
ator takes. One is to be an ideologue. Another 
is to be an effective facilitator and advocate and 
bring home the bacon for their state. Fortunate-
ly, for Alabama’s sake, we had a facilitator and 
extremely effective U.S. Senator for 36 years in 
Senator Richard Shelby. It is because of Sena-
tor Shelby that UAB, Huntsville, and Mobile 
have become the beacons of economic growth 
and prosperity for our state. 

For decades, we had a tandem in the Senate 
that were the ultimate gentlemen, powerful, fa-
cilitator senators in America. This duo of Lister 
Hill and John Sparkman were two of our great-
est Senators in Alabama history. Senator Shelby 
joined them in rounding out our three greatest 
Senators. Shelby probably eclipsed the magnifi-
cent Hill and Sparkman.

John Sparkman was the Father of Huntsville’s 
Redstone Arsenal. Lister Hill was the Father of 
the UAB Medical Center. Richard Shelby be-
came the grandfather of these two Alabama eco-
nomic gems. Shelby took Huntsville and UAB to 
unimaginable plateaus that Hill and Sparkman 
could not even imagine.

For almost two decades, we had a two-man 
tag team of effective statesmen, respected and 
feared U.S. Senators in Richard Shelby, and the 
amicable, colorful, witty, and quietly powerful 
Senator Judge Howell Heflin. Fortunately, for Al-
abama’s sake, Shelby mentored and facilitated 

the election of his successor Katie Britt.

Senator Katie Boyd Britt has the makings of 
being one of the greatest U.S. Senators in Al-
abama history. She will join Shelby, Hill, and 
Sparkman in the annals of effectiveness. In fact, 
she has gotten off to a faster start than all three 
combined. She got there at a much earlier age 
and attained committee assignments never seen 
by any freshman senator in Alabama nor Ameri-
can history. It is unheard of for any state to have 
any of their senators on Appropriations, Rules, 
Banking, and Judiciary, much less a freshman 
senator.

At the beginning of the race, it looked like a 
two-man contest between Alabama Attorney 
General Steve Marshall and Second District 
Congressman Barry Moore. However, with the 
endorsement of Congressman Barry Moore by 
President Donald Trump, coupled with Moore 
receiving the endorsement and total support 
of the deep pocketed, dark money, right-wing, 
Republican Club for Growth, this tandem makes 
Moore a prohibitive favorite.

Prior to Trump’s entry, it was developing as 
possibly an interesting contest for the open seat. 
Attorney General Steve Marshall was poised to 
give Moore a good race. He has been elected 
twice statewide and has some base of support. 
The three unknowns, Jared Hudson, Morgan 
Murphy, and Rodney Walker, are running spir-
ited campaigns. 

The Daddy Warbucks Club for Growth en-
dorsement of Moore is important because the 
key to any senate primary election is who has 
the most campaign money to spend. Money is 
the mother’s milk of politics. Money buys media. 
Media appearances equate into votes.

It is a given that whichever of these five GOP 
candidates wins, Katie Britt will be joined by an 
ideologue. So, it does not matter who of the five 
we send to Washington, they will see their role 
as being a right-wing, Fox news chasing, inef-
fective senator. Both Steve Marshall and Barry 
Moore have a proven track record that dictates 
that is their perception of their political role. They 
will neither one care nor have any interest in be-
ing effective for Alabama.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading political 
columnist. His weekly column appears in over 
60 Alabama newspapers. He served 16 years in 
the state legislature. Steve may be reached at 
steve@steveflowers.us.
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Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
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“How Great Thou Art ”
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

The history behind the beloved 
hymn “How Great Thou Art” has 
been sung by many, many people 
over the years – but its beginning 
dates back to the year 1886 in 
southern Sweden. Carl Boberg, the 
author and editor, was a member of 
the Swedish Parliament from 1912 
to 1931. Regarding the origin of 
penning the hymn, Boberg wrote: 
“It was in 1885, and in the time of 
year when everything seemed to 
be in its richest coloring; the birds 
were singing in trees and wherever 
they could find a perch. On a par-
ticular afternoon, some friends and 
I had been to Kronobäck where we 
had participated in an afternoon 
service. As we were returning, a 
thunderstorm began to appear on 
the horizon. We hurried to shelter. 
There were loud claps of thunder, 
and the lightning flashed across 
the sky. Strong winds swept over 
the meadows and billowing fields 
of grain. However, the storm was 
soon over and the clear sky ap-
peared with a beautiful rainbow. Af-
ter reaching my home, I opened my 
window toward the sea. The church 
bells were playing the tune of a 
hymn. That same evening, I wrote a 
poem which I titled, ‘O Store Gud,’ 
(How Great Thou Art).”

Amazingly, this song made its 
way through several countries with 
various translations, such as Ger-
many and Russia, before being 
translated into English by the Eng-
lish missionary Rev. Stuart K. Hine 
in the early 1920s. Once Hine heard 
the song, he not only penned the 
lyrics into our language, but made 
his own arrangement of the Swed-
ish melody as well. Years later, J. 
Edwin Orr brought Hine’s transla-
tion of “How Great Thou Art” to the 
United States, where it was made 
widely popular in 1957 by way of 
the Billy Graham New York City 
Crusade, where it was recorded to 
have been sung 99 times.

How beautiful it is that Orberg 
allowed God to speak to his soul 
through His creation in “the rolling 
thunder.” There is no doubt that 
God has been able to bless and 
multiply the meaning of the words 
of this hymn that has been known 
by millions!

What if we allowed God to speak 
to our hearts in the same way? 

What if we chose something tangi-
ble in “the worlds [His] hands have 
made” so that we, too, could expe-
rience “[His] power throughout the 
universe displayed”? Years ago, a 
teacher I once had challenged me 
to do just that – to pick something 
out in the world that God could use 
in our lives to speak to us, to say He 
loved us, to offer us reassurance, to 
give us peace – anything. To give 
some examples, she mentioned 
that maybe we might pick the smell 
of burning wood, a deer that cross-
es our path, a certain kind of bird, a 
certain sound, the feel of rain – the 
sky was the limit on things we could 
choose. Whatever we chose was to 
be between us and the Lord, some-
thing special.

Well, I don’t mind sharing with 
you now – I chose a rainbow. Not 
just the big rainbows we’re lucky 
to see, but any kind of iridescence 
that can be found in the sky if you 
look hard enough.

Even the smallest of rainbows 
can be seen when you are antici-
pating them. And let me just tell you 
– the number of rainbows I have 
seen in my life, most often on my 
hardest days when my heart is call-
ing out to Him the most – is nothing 
short of divine providence.

For example, during one of the 
hardest weeks of my life, it did not 
matter the time of day nor the con-
ditions of the sky – when I walked 
outside, there was a rainbow wait-
ing for me, even multiple ones in a 
single day. Each one communicat-
ed to me the ultimate truth of His 
love and goodness, and that my 
trust was safe with Him, no matter 
what my life may have looked like. 
When my heart has called out to 
my God in my deepest desperation, 
I have seen the grandest of rain-
bows appear and spread across 
the sky before my very eyes. When 
I allowed God a place, a way in my 
life to speak specifically to me, God 
has used it over and over to pour 
His love over me.

So, I challenge you – pick some-
thing, anything, and watch God 
work in your life and speak His love 
to you when you need it most. And 
by God’s grace, may there always 
be a rainbow hanging over each of 
your heads.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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EMPLOYMENT

GOOD MONEY! 
WEEKLY! Pro-
cessing Mail From 
Home! Other Home 
Projects. Expe-
rience Unneces-
sary. Information: 
Rush Stamped Ad-
dressed Envelope: 
MCG 1048 Welsh 
Rd. Ambler, PA 
19002-2319

SERVICES	

APPLIANCE RE-
PAIR: Prompt local 
service available 
for appliance re-
pair. Washer/Dryer, 
Dishwasher, Refrig-
erator, Stove/Oven 
and all major appli-
ances. Certified, In-
sured techs. Satis-
faction guaranteed. 
Call to schedule 
your appointment 
now! 1-877-441-
0132

B E A U T I F U L 
BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior 
quality bath and 
shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-
0326

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf 
Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or 
by region in over 
100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 
million readers 
each week!  Run 
your ad in our 
Classified Network 
for just $210 per 
week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is 
to advertise state-
wide! 

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small 
amount of water 
can lead to major 
damage in your 
home. Our trusted 
professionals dry 
out the wet area 
and do repairs to 
protect your fami-
ly and your home’s 
value! If you have 
water in your home 
that needs to be 
dried, Call 24/7: 
1 - 8 3 3 - 8 7 9 - 1 3 7 1 
Have zip code of 
service location 
ready when you 
call! 

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 

repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. 
Easy three step 
process: Call, get 
cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same re-
liable, nationwide 
coverage as the 
largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. 
All plans feature 
unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just 
$20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAU-
TY	

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with 
You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen 
C o n c e n t r a t o r s . 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

A t t e n t i o n : 
VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A 
cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-

store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 
Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. 
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE 
Dental Information 
Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-
4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

A F F O R D A B L E 
TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpay-
ing for your ser-
vice, call now for a 
free quote and see 
how much you can 
save! 1-833-641-
6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule 
a FREE in-home 
estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-
641-6567

No more cleaning 

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 
Provider

“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection 
for your home, 
backed by a no-
clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferra-
ble warranty. Call 
today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule 
a FREE inspection 
and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 
20% off! Seniors 
and military save 
an additional 10%. 
Restrictions apply, 
see representative 
for warranty and 
offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. 
It’s a power move.

Replace your 
roof with the best 
looking and lon-
gest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple 
colors available. 
Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% 
off install (for mil-
itary, health work-
ers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV 
and more to sup-
port our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a 
top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

GOT AN UN-
WANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help vet-
erans find work 
or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-426-0193

 

 

Brent Housing Authority 

205-926-7781 

  

 
 
 
   
   Accepting Applications for 2 & 3 Bedroom Units 

No ApplicatIon Fee                                                                   
Water Included With Rent                                               

Stove & Refrigerator Provided                              
Smoke Free Property, Washer & Dryer Connections                        

Handicap Accessible Units, Income Based Rent                                         
Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 4:00 closed lunch 12-1 

 
 
 
 

 
Brent Garden Apartments - Elderly Community  
We are accepting applications for our One and Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free living and nice amenities. We have an Award-
Winning Management Team. Call and ask about the 
qualifications. Come in and apply today. No application fees. 
Office Hours 8:00 – 2:30 M – F  
57 Steele Street; Centreville, AL 35042 (205) 926-7547  

   
 



February 27, 2026	 Centreville Press | Page 7

OTHER NEWS

Lane Lightsey Seeks To Lead 
Bibb County Board of Education

Local resident Lane Light-
sey officially announced that 
she has qualified to run for 
Superintendent of Education 
for Bibb County Schools.

Bibb County is my home. I 
have been married to my hus-
band, Darryl Lightsey, for 36 
years, and we are blessed 
with two children, Katie Crum-
pler and Brett Lightsey (Kaci), 
and four grandchildren — 
Jackson (8), Ellie Ruth (6), 
Dre (3), and Cooper (1). They 
proudly call me “MeMe.”

Education is part of who I 
am. My parents, Earl Watts 
and the late Ruth Watts, 
faithfully served Bibb County 
Schools for nearly 40 years 
as counselor and educator, 
and I am a proud graduate of 
Bibb County High School.

I am a lifelong Bibb County 
educator with more than 30 
years of experience serving 
as a teacher, school coun-
selor, registrar, assistant 
principal, and currently as a 
Central Office Administrator. 
I have worked in Woodstock 
Elementary, West Blocton 
Middle, Bibb County High, 
and Randolph Elementary, 
giving me a true system-wide 
perspective.

In my current role, I oversee 
system testing coordination, 
district counseling and mental 
health services, accountabil-
ity, secondary curriculum and 
instruction, and teacher certi-
fication — providing firsthand 
experience with both instruc-
tional leadership and the op-
erational demands of running 
a school system.

I hold a Bachelor’s degree in 
Secondary Education Mathe-
matics from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and 
Master’s degree in Counsel-

ing & Guidance and Educa-
tional Administration from the 
University of Montevallo.

As Superintendent, I will be 
committed to listening, lead-
ing, and serving with integrity, 
transparency, and a student-
centered vision. I respectfully 
ask for your support as I seek 
to continue serving the com-
munity I love.

Key Platform Priorities

1. Student Success First
• Strengthen math, litera-

cy, and college/career read-
iness

• Support the whole child 
— academically, socially, 
and emotionally

2. Supporting Teachers & 
Staff

• Respect educators as 
professionals

• Focus on mentoring, re-
tention of teachers, and 
clear expectations

3. Accountability & Growth 
• Use data to improve 

instruction, not punish 
schools

• Emphasize growth and 
continuous improvement

4. Safe, Supportive 
Schools

• Strong counseling and 
mental health services

• Partnerships with fami-
lies and community organi-
zations

5. Community Trust & 
Transparency

• Open communication 
with parents and fiscal re-
sponsibility

• Local decisions rooted 
in Bibb County values

The Republican Primary 
Election will be held on May 
19, 2026. Please consider 
voting for Lane Lightsey for 
Bibb County Superintendent 
of Education. 

Paid For By Friends of Lane Lightsey, 438 Moody Rd, Centreville, AL 35042
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REPORTER

March Swimming Lessons with 
Bess Russell at BMC Wellness

Registration is 
now open for swim-
ming lessons with 
Bess Russell, set for 
March 23–25 at BMC 
Wellness. These les-
sons are designed 
to help participants 
build water confi-
dence, develop foun-
dational swimming 
skills, and progress 
at a comfortable and 
supportive pace.

Instruction will fo-
cus on water safety, 
proper technique, 
and increasing con-
fidence in the water 
for swimmers of all 
ages and skill levels. 
With the exception of 
Mommy & Me class-
es, enrollment is lim-
ited to a maximum of 
two participants per 
class to ensure per-
sonalized instruction 
and meaningful one-
on-one guidance.

Learning to swim 
is more than just 

a recreational skill 
— it is a critical 
life-saving ability. 
Drowning remains 
one of the leading 
causes of acciden-
tal injury and death 
among children, 
making early water 
education essential. 
Teaching children 
how to float, tread 
water, and safely 
navigate pools and 
open water environ-
ments can dramati-
cally reduce risks 
while also fostering 
independence and 
confidence. Beyond 
safety, swimming 
strengthens coordi-
nation, endurance, 
and overall physical 
health.

Families are en-
couraged to secure 
their spot early, as 
limited class sizes 
are expected to fill 
quickly. To register, 
you can visit bmc-
wellness.com/swim-
minglessons.


	A91vo8x1q_ywiidg_81c.tmp
	A913gmdep_ywiidl_81c.tmp
	A91bze454_ywiido_81c.tmp
	A91gqrmlk_ywiidr_81c.tmp
	A96ns047_ywiidu_81c.tmp
	A98uchxj_ywiidx_81c.tmp
	A912ri23e_ywiie0_81c.tmp
	A93ickwa_ywiie3_81c.tmp

