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Over $94,000 in Grants Awarded to Bibb

The Tombigbee
RC&D Council pre-
sented over $94,000
in grant awards to
Bibb County recipients
on Friday, January 23,
2026. The recipients
awarded and the grant
project  descriptions
are listed below:

FY 2025 Projects

1. Bibb County
Rope Rescue Team-
The establishment of
the first rope rescue
team in Bibb County,
significantly  improv-
ing the ability of first
responders to safely
access and rescue pa-
tients in complex and
hazardous  environ-
ments. Funding pro-
vided NFPA-certified
rope rescue equip-
ment, allowing rescues
to be performed safely,
efficiently, and in com-
pliance with national
standards. $9,180.80

2. Town Park
Basketball Renova-
tion/Upgrade- The
recent upgrade to
our town’s basket-
ball court has revital-
ized the space and
strengthened commu-
nity engagement. With
a new, safer playing
surface and modern
hoops, the court now
supports players of
all ages and skill lev-
els while encouraging
regular physical activ-
ity. Beyond recreation,
the court has become
a central gathering
place for families and
neighbors, helping
build community con-
nections.  Increased
daily usage and posi-
tive resident feedback
clearly  demonstrate
the success of this
project, transforming
an underused area
into a vibrant hub
$10,000.00

3. Centreville Up-
town Beautification-
The primary goal of
the Centreville Uptown
Beautification Project
is to create a more vi-
sually appealing and
welcoming  environ-
ment for residents and
visitors. By enhancing
public spaces, the proj-
ect aims to encourage
community gathering,
support existing busi-
nesses, and attract
new economic devel-
opment to the Uptown
district. The addition of
benches and trash re-
ceptacles has played
a vital role in improv-
ing comfort, cleanli-
ness, and usability
throughout the area.
The project has been
widely recognized as a
success, as evidenced
by positive feedback
and praise from local
officials, residents,
and business owners.
$5,000.00

4. Dive Team
Equipment- This proj-
ect benefits all citizens
by enhancing water
rescue and recov-

ery capabilities. The
purchase of updated
scuba equipment for
the Bibb County Sher-
iffs Office Dive Team
significantly improves
the safety and effec-
tiveness of dive oper-
ations, ensuring the
Dive Team is properly
equipped with up-to-
date, life-safety-rated
gear. This investment
strengthens emergen-
Cy response capa-
bilities, protects first
responders, and en-
hances the ability to
serve the community
during critical water
rescue and recovery
operations. $7,758.07

5. Adventure
Awaits- The project
was a clear success,
marked by high levels
of student engage-
ment and enthusiasm.
BES students actively
participated in presen-
tations by the Alabama
Cooperative  Exten-
sion System and made
strong connections
between  classroom
lessons, virtual field
trips on the Cahaba
River, and hands-on
learning experiences.
The project conclud-
ed with a field trip that
allowed students and
parents to explore lo-
cal environments first-
hand, reinforcing les-
sons on conservation
and natural resourc-
es. Positive feedback
and continued student
excitement  demon-
strate the project’s
impact in increasing
curiosity, understand-
ing, and appreciation
for local ecosystems.
$10,000.00

6. Infrastructure
Maintenance and Ac-
cessibility Project-
An All-Terrain Vehicle
(ATV) was essential
for the Sewer Mainte-
nance Department to
safely and efficiently
access sewer pump
stations and lines lo-
cated in difficult and
previously impassable
areas. With six pump
stations spread across
Bibb and Tuscaloosa
Counties, the addition
of this equipment has
significantly improved
the department’s ability
to maintain infrastruc-
ture, clear overgrowth,
mark sewer lines, and
service pump stations.
$10,000.00

7. West Blockton
Elementary School
Playground-This
project to install turf
in West Blocton EI-
ementary’s  outdoor
classroom was a clear
success. The new turf
provides a clean, du-
rable, and low-main-
tenance surface that
allows students and
teachers to comfort-
ably use the space
for outdoor learning,
classroom activities,
and school celebra-
tions regardless of
weather  conditions.
Overall, the project

successfully strength-
ened the school’s out-
door educational infra-
structure and enriched
the learning experi-
ence for students and
teachers. $9,991.49

8. Bibb County
Natural Resources
Council- The project
successfully educated
students and adults
on the importance of
caring for natural re-
sources. Third-grade
students learned
about trees, their ben-
efits, and participat-
ed in an Arbor Day
program that includ-
ed planting trees to
observe growth over
time. Fourth grad-
ers attended a field
trip to Brierfield State
Park for hands-on
activities during the
annual Groundwater
Festival. Community
outreach included a
May tree sale offering
affordable oak trees
and adult education
events for landowners
on best management
practices, supported
by educational liter-
ature. Positive feed-
back from students,
teachers, and land-
owners demonstrates
the project's impact
in fostering environ-
mental awareness and
stewardship  across
the county. $10,000.00

9. Workspace for
Woodstock- The new
tables and bookshelf
in the Woodstock Ele-
mentary School library
have transformed the
space into a versatile
learning environment
for all 300+ students.
The library now serves
as an extension of the
classroom, allowing
students to work on
projects, research, and

create presentations
using Chromebooks.
These improvements

have been met with
excitement and grat-
itude, making collab-
orative learning more
accessible and effec-
tive. $10,000.00

10. Green Thumb
Nursey 7 Green-
house renovation-
This project has pro-
vided students with
firsthand experience in
the value of hard work
and leadership, as
they managed every
aspect—from select-
ing tables to promot-
ing the program in the
community. While this
season’s plant produc-
tion was not sufficient
for a sale, the project
has already generated
interest across Bibb
County and neighbor-
ing area. The project
not only benefits res-
idents but also gives
students practical ex-
perience in agricultural
business operations.
$6,758.82

11. City of Center-
ville- The City imple-
mented this project to
acquire informational
and traffic-monitoring

equipment to enhance
public safety, commu-
nication, and econom-
ic development. The
equipment  provides
real-time traffic data,
public messaging for
school and community
events, and emergen-
cy alerts. $15,000.00

Tombigbee RC&D is
a nonprofit organiza-
tion that awards grants
to projects within our
serving region. This
promotes the advance-
ment and development

of communities as well
as providing them with
opportunities.

The RC&D Council is
the heart of the RC&D
concept. The Council is
a membership-based
nonprofit entity that is
established and run
by volunteers to carry
out the mission of the
RC&D. The Council is
composed of members
that are key communi-
ty leaders in soil and
water  conservation,
government, and com-
munity development.

They are the steering
committee and action
team to implement the
“Area Plan”, a commu-
nity-driven  strategic
long-range plan to im-
prove the quality of life
in the communities in
the RC&D Area.

The West Alabama
organization serves an
8 county area including
Bibb, Sumter, Tuscalo-
osa, Hale, Greene, Pi-
cens Lamar & Fayette
counties.

Mobile Eye Clinic
Coming to Woodstock

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Good vision is more
than just seeing clearly
— it plays a critical role
in overall health, inde-
pendence, and quality
of life. From managing
chronic conditions like
diabetes to staying
safe, active, and con-
nected, regular eye
care is essential at
every age. That’'s why
the Access Vision Mo-
bile Eye Clinic is such
an important resource
for our rural communi-
ties.

On Wednesday,
February 4, 2026, the
Access Vision Mobile
Eye Clinic will be at
the Woodstock Senior
Center from 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m., providing
affordable, high-qual-
ity, nonprofit vision
care close to home.
The clinic will be lo-
cated at 28513 AL-5,
Woodstock, Alabama,
making  professional
eye care more acces-
sible for residents who

may otherwise face
barriers to receiving
services.

The mobile clinic
offers comprehen-
sive eye exams at no
cost, screening for
eye diseases such as
cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetes-related eye
conditions, and more.
Early detection is key
when it comes to pro-
tecting vision, and
these exams can help
identify issues before
they begin to impact
daily life. Glasses are
available based on
a sliding fee scale,
ensuring costs are
matched to each pa-
tient’s ability to pay.

For those who need
additional support,
a Patient Assistance
Program is available
to help cover fees,
reinforcing Access
Vision’s mission to
serve individuals and
families who might
otherwise go without
care. This approach
ensures that financial
concerns do not stand

in the way of essential
eye health services.

Appointments  can
be scheduled by call-
ing the Bibb County
Extension Office at
(205) 926-4310. The
clinic is staffed by ex-
perienced profession-
als, including Dr. Kent
M. Daum, OD, PhD,
and Kathy Daum, who
are committed to deliv-
ering compassionate,
high-quality care to
the communities they
serve.

Protecting eye
health is an investment
in long-term wellness,
safety, and indepen-
dence. Opportunities
like the Access Vision
Mobile Eye Clinic help
ensure that everyone,
regardless of location
or income, has access
to the care they need
to see clearly and
live fully. Community
members are encour-
aged to schedule an
appointment and take
an important step to-
ward healthier vision.
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Students at West
Blocton Middle School
demonstrated their
creativity and artistic
talent during a school-
wide art contest held
in December. The con-
test invited students
to create original art-

work, encouraging
self-expression  and
imagination.

The contest featured
artwork from students
in grades 6-8, with
submissions  includ-
ing drawings, water-
color paintings, and
digital  photography.
The school faculty and
staff voted on entries,
and three students
were recognized for
outstanding  artwork.
Winners included:

Jade Sampley, 8th grade - 3rd Place / “Goddess Athena Represented”

REACH’S PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

MASTER PLUMBER - GAS CONTRACTOR
SEWER JETTER - CAMERA INSPECTIONS

Jade Sampley, 8th
grade - 3rd Place /
“Goddess Athena
Represented”

Jason Pierce, 8th
grade - 2nd Place /
“Visitor in the Void”

Walker Leach, 7th
grade - 1st Place /
“Morning Reflection”

According to Mrs.
Janet Morris, WBMS
teacher and contest
organizer, the competi-
tion provided students
with an opportunity to
explore their artistic
voice while celebrat-
ing creativity within the
school community.

West Blocton Mid-
dle School is proud to
support programs that
encourage creativity,
critical thinking, and
student expression.

205.746.5582

Jason Pierce, 8th grade - 2nd

Walker Leach, 7th grade - 1st Place / “Morning Reflection”

Place / “Visitor in the Void”

Jason Pierce, 8th grade - 2nd Place / “Visitor in the Void”

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

Brierfield Ironworks
Historical State Park
has released its 2026
Calendar of Events,
offering a full year
of family-friendly ac-
tivities, historical pro-
grams, outdoor com-
petitions, and com-
munity gatherings.
From educational
workshops to festivals,
flea markets, movie
nights, and seasonal
celebrations, the up-
coming year promises
something for every-
one while highlighting
the park’s rich heritage
and role as a local
gathering place.

February kicks off
with “Growing Mush-
rooms for Food” on
February 21, followed
by the NSSA 4th Loui-
siana event from Feb-
ruary 27-29.

March includes a
FREE Movie Night on
March 6, a Flea Mar-
ket and Bluegrass
Festival on March 14,
the ASTB State Cham-
pionship from March
20-22, “Starting Your
Garden with Seeds”
on March 24, and the
NSSA 20th Georgia
Black Powder Shoot
from March 27-29.

April features a Flea
Market and Easter

Egg Hunt on April 4,
the ASTB Bow Shoot
from April 10-12, a
FREE Movie Night on
April 10, and the NSSA
14th Mississippi Infan-
try Regiment event
from April 24-25.

May brings a FREE
Movie Night on May 1,
a Flea Market on May
9, the ASMLA Black
Powder Shoot from
May 14-16, the open-
ing of the Briarfield
Pool on May 25, and
the Huckabee BBQ
Competition on May
30.

June includes a
FREE Movie Night on
June 5, a Flea Market
on June 13, and the
4th Tennessee Black
Powder Shoot from
June 26-28.

July continues the
summer fun with a
FREE Movie Night on
July 3 and a Flea Mar-
ket on July 11.

August features the
ASTB Bow Shoot from
August 7-9, a FREE
Movie Night on Au-
gust 7, a Flea Market
on August 15, and the
NSSA 3rd Georgia
Black Powder Shoot
from August 28-30.

September includes
a FREE Movie Night
on September 4, the
Brierfield Pool closing
on September 7, the

ASTB Bow Shoot from
September 11-13, and
the Deep South Re-
gion Recruit Skirmish
on September 19.
October brings a
Flea Market and Car
Show on October 3, a
FREE Movie Night on
October 9, the Fun at
the Furnace Hallow-
een Event on October
24, and the ASMLA
Black Powder Shoot
from October 29-31.
November features
a Veterans Day Cel-
ebration on November
7, a Flea Market on
November 14, and an
Office/Store  Closure
on November 26.
December wraps up
the year with Cookies
with Santa on Decem-
ber 19, followed by Of-
fice/Store Closures on
December 24-25.
Brierfield Ironworks
continues to serve as
a meaningful place
for education, recre-
ation, and community
connection, and the
2026 calendar re-
flects a commitment
to preserving history
while creating memo-
rable experiences for
visitors of all ages.
For more informa-
tion about upcoming
events, call 205-665-
1856 or visit brierfield-
ironworks.org.
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West Eoline
News

By Jane Hannah

The BS Restaurant
in Vance, AL opened
January 10 with car-
ry outs and reserved
seat dining. Pennie
Mitchell, Jo Kitchen,
Ruth Deason and
Jane Hannah were
some of the first
customers served.
We each had differ-
ent entrees and we
loved each one. We
expected delays, but
we waited patiently
and encouragingly.
The wait staff were
so nice and efficient
while the kitchen
worked out some
kinks. We will most
definitely go back of-
ten.

Carol  Schlader-
bach celebrated a
great grandson’s
birthday with the
family at Juan’s Jan-
uary 24th. Everyone
enjoyed the food and
had a great time.

Amy Ellison was
in therapy at BMC’s
swing bed for the
past few weeks.
Without her right
hip bone, she had
to learn new ways
of moving. We are
praying for housing
and care accomoda-
tions soon. In the
meantime, she is at
home with a special
caregiver. Prayers
please.

Prayers requested
for Ronnie Kinney
(my grandson) as he
seeks treatment at
UAB for his growing
GIST Cancer.

Ruth Deason, Jim
Kirkendall and Jane
Hannah enjoyed
Pizza and Rummi-
kub with Jo Kitchen
on the 24th.

There was a heavy
police presence
January 25th on the
East side of Hwy
82 on Eoline Road.
Situation unknown.
Also a white vehicle
was removed off the
North side of West
Eoline Road, near
Charley  Deason’s
pond. Looks like a
bumper still remains
in the deep weeds.
| hope everyone is
okay

HAPPY  BIRTH-
DAY IN February to:
Rainey Nickelson
1st, Bobby Kitchen &
Betty Rainwater 3rd,
Barbara Deason &

Linda Barton 4th,
Amanda Passeri &
Gunner Baldwin 5th,
Theo Garrison 6th,
Trotter Turner T7th,
Sherry Rylee 10th,
Rachel Freeman
11th, Olivia Rowber-
ry 13th, Rondia Bald-
win & Jeff Lawrence
14th, Nikki Creel
15th, David Mullins,
Peggy Marchant &
Maria Pate 16th,
Shelby  Robinson,
Kim Elam & Hal Cot-
tingham 18th, Daw-
son Fortner 19th,
Diana Dailey 21st,
Melinda  McKnight
22nd, Bo Hamilton
23rd, Carly Garcia,
Cade Moody 24th,
Bert Suttle & Rus-
sell Cox 25th, Eve
Hutchison 28th, Ad-
dison & Avery Roper
29th.

Jo Kitchen’s phone
had a 15 mile ride
on the hood of Kay-
la’s car!  With the
leather case, it hung
on tight. Upon real-
izing she had left the
phone, probably in
her car, Jo quickly
drove to retrieve it.
After looking inside,
she finally noticed
it on the hood! She
immediately thanked
God.

Stacey Thompson
took her Dad, Fred
Boothe on a memory
road trip recently. |
was invited to tag
along and we toured
the site of Old Ca-
hawba, a great his-
torical site.

| enjoyed lunch at
Tazikis in Garden-
dale with my grand-
daughter  Brittney,
January 25. On our
return home, we
loved the chocolate
cheesecake for her
birthday celebration
with Addison, Avery,
Jera & Alan. Thanks
Alan for the installa-
tion of my new bat-
tery and air filter. |
am blessed.

SYMPATHY: I
recently found out
about the passing of
Ms Margaret Suttle
and send prayers to
all her loved ones.

Ms Nell Stripling
was sorely missed
over the holidays by
her family. Praying
for them.

Call 478-396-2513
to share your news.

Obituary — Karleigh Lane Williams

Karleigh Lane Williams, age 30, passed away
on Monday, January 12, 2026. She was born on

March 19,1995.

Karleigh is survived by her children; son Kyllee-
in Layne, daughter Nova Lei, son Tanner Chevy
Dakota, son Kyle Rhett Thomas; the children's
father, Chris Stone of Centreville; her loving
mother, Paula Dailey (Jeramie) of Centreville;
father, Edward 'Shane' Williams of McCalla;
brother, Derek Dailey (Mercedes) of Centreville;
sister, Lexie Stevens of West Blocton; brother,
Garrett Williams; grandmother, Donna Rice of
West Blocton; grandfather, Phillip Vining (Patsy)
of Greenpond; grandmother, Dorothy Grady Wil-
liams of McCalla; Great-Grandmother, Ervine
Vining of Greenpond. As well as a host of neph-
ews, a niece, aunts, uncles, cousins, extended

family, and friends.

BY SAVANNA LOGAN

Community, connec-
tion, and heart health
will take center stage
at the 2026 Commu-
nity Heart Walk, and
everyone is invited to
be part of it. Hosted
by BMC Wellness, this

event is about more
than just steps — it's
about showing up for
one another and pri-
oritizing wellness to-
gether.

The Heart Walk
brings together local
families, organiza-
tions, and business-

She was preceded in death by her beloved
Paw Paw Tommy 'T.R." Rice; Uncle George
Woodruff; Grandfather Charles 'Eddie' Williams,
Great-Grandfather Elbert 'Jr' Vining.

A funeral service to celebrate Karleigh's life
will be held on Saturday, January 31, 2026 at
New Life Baptist Church in Centreville. The fam-
ily will receive friends from 12-1 pm followed
by a funeral service at 1 pm. Officiating will be
Pastor Mark Lovett. Interment will be at Hlllcrest
Cemetery in West Blocton.

Pallbearers will be Michael Culp, Tyler Culp,
Derek Dailey, Geoff Vining, John "Tatchi' Miller,

and Haiden Smitherman.

Honorary Pallbearer - Chris Stone

es for a meaningful
day focused on heart
health, wellness edu-
cation, and community
connection.
Participants can get
involved in a variety
of ways: by forming a
walking team, hosting
a booth, offering give-

aways, or simply help-
ing spread the word.
It's a great opportunity
for local businesses
and organizations to
show their support for
community  wellness
while connecting with
neighbors in a posi-
tive, energizing envi-

ronment.

And don’t forget to
grab your gear! 2026
Heart Walk T-shirts
are now available and
can be purchased
at bmcwellness.com
or at the front desk.
Wearing your shirt is
a simple but powerful
way to show support
and walk in unity.

To add a little friend-
ly competition, the top
participant in each
age group will receive
a $100 gift card from
Wagner’s Shoes. Age
groups include 18-39,
40-64, and 65+, giv-
ing walkers of all ages
a chance to be recog-
nized for their dedica-

tion.
This event will take
place on Wednes-

day, February 25 from
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

So lace up your
shoes, invite a friend,
and come be part of
something that truly
matters. Let's walk
together — for our
hearts, our health, and
our community.

BMC Wellness Center to Host Adult Soccer
Interest Meeting

BY CANACE JOHNSON

to ask questions and

like-minded athletes

The BMC Wellness
Center will host an
Adult Soccer Inter-
est Meeting on Feb. 4
at 5 p.m., welcoming
anyone interested in
participating in co-ed
adult soccer this sea-
son. The meeting is
designed for both ex-
perienced players and

those looking to get
back into the game or
try something new.
During the meet-
ing, staff will share
information about the
upcoming season, in-
cluding registration
details, league struc-
ture, schedules, and
expectations for play-
ers. Attendees will also
have the opportunity

learn how the program
is designed to promote
fitness, teamwork, and
friendly competition in
a welcoming environ-
ment.

In addition to learn-
ing about the league,
the interest meeting
provides a chance for
local soccer enthu-
siasts to meet other

in the community who
are eager to stay ac-
tive and get involved.
Organizers encourage
anyone curious about
the program to attend
and explore whether
the league is a good fit
for them.

UWA Fall 2025
Dean's List

LIVINGSTON, AL
(01/26/2026)-- The Univer-
sity of West Alabama has an-
nounced more than 700 out-
standing undergraduate stu-
dents named to the Dean's
List for the Fall 2025 academic
semester.

The Dean's List gives rec-
ognition to those undergradu-
ate students those with grade-
point averages between 3.25
and 3.79, completing at least
twelve semester credit hours,
with no grade lower than a "C."

Taylor Alsop of West Blocton,
majoring in Early Childhood/El-
ementary Education

Delbert Deason of Centreville,
majoring in Integrated Market-
ing Communications (Graphic

Design)

Alyssa Falls of West Blocton,
majoring in Finance

Courtney Foster Il of West
Blocton, majoring in Cell and
Molecular Biology

Yasmine Griffin of Brent, ma-
joring in Marketing

Izabella Johnson of
Centreville, majoring in Biology

Amber Lewis of Centreville,
majoring in Sociology

Emilee Smith of Lawley, ma-
joring in Early Childhood/El-
ementary Education

Savanna Smith of Brierfield,
majoring in Psychology

Santanna Thrasher of West
Blocton, majoring in Elemen-
tary Education

UWA

The UNTVERSITY of
WEST ALABAMA

Established in 1835, the Uni-
versity of West Alabama offers
a broad range of traditional and
uniquely innovative programs,
including associate's, bach-
elor's, master's, education spe-
cialist, and doctoral degrees.
Accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Col-
leges (SACSCOC), UWA pro-
vides outlets for students to
strengthen the educational
experience through athletics,
leadership development, ex-
tracurriculars, study abroad,
research, and many more
engaging opportunities. For
more information on UWA, its
programs, and its people, visit
www.uwa.edu.
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Last Day of Qualifying for
Alabama Republican Party
Primaries Brings Surprises to
Campaign Season

By Paul DeMarco

So the final day of qualifying for the 2026 Ala-
bama Republican Party Primaries last week did
not disappoint, as some eye-opening revela-
tions occurred. There were three races where
former public officials have thrown their name
back in the ring to serve again. Former Senator
Gerald Dial is running for his old seat in East
Alabama and former State Auditor Jim Zeigler is
running for the Public Service Commission, but
the legislative race that is getting a lot of atten-
tion is one in North Alabama.

Former Congressman Mo Brooks is taking
on incumbent Alabama State Representative
James Lomax for a seat in the Huntsville area.
Brooks has served for decades in public office
as a Madison County Commissioner, a state
representative and then 18 years in the United
States Congress. He left the House to run for
the U.S. Senate, but lost to Katie Britt. This will
be one of the more interesting campaigns this
year pitting a long time Congressman versus an
up and coming first term legislator.

Yet, the biggest surprise of the day that got
the most attention was what happened in the
campaign to be the next Alabama Lieutenant
Governor. Alabama Republican Party Chair-
man John Wahl had been flirting with running
for the state’s second in command all year, but
had never pulled the trigger and it appeared
he would not run. Then as we approached the
last date to officially declare, President Donald
Trump dropped a bombshell and endorsed Wahl
in this race. The next day, Wahl signed up in
the waning minutes and joined the other seven
candidates in the race, This will be a conten-
tious race for certain with two state-wide con-
stitutional officers also in the race, Secretary of
State Wes Allen and Commissioner of Agricul-
ture Rick Pate, who have already been on the
campaign trail for months now.

Senator Tommy Tuberville is the prohibitive
favorite to get the Republican nomination for
Alabama governor, thus, the race for Alabama
Lieutenant Governor will be one to watch. With
the Republican Party Primary on May 19th, get
ready for the candidates to get out soliciting
votes sooner rather than later.

Paul DeMarco is a former member of the
Alabama House of Representatives and
can be found on X, at @Paul_DeMarco

Governor Ivey has Sterling Legacy
for Appointments

Inside the Statehouse

By Steve Flowers
January 28, 2025:

Governor Kay lvey will have been Governor for almost a decade when she leaves office in Janu-
ary of 2027. She will have been Governor longer than anyone in state history other than George
Wallace. She is also the first woman elected Governor in her own right. In addition, she is the first
female Republican Governor in history.

Governor Kay Ivey would go down in the annals at the State Archives as unique and accom-
plished for these reasons alone. However, she has been a very good Governor.

Her legacy in her cabinet and judicial appointments have been spectacular. The Governor has
an enormously large number of important appointments. This power of the Governor is often over-
looked and underestimated. Governor Ivey has shown stellar acumen and reason in her choices.
In my estimation, this inherent power has become one of the most important achievements of Gov-
ernor lvey’s administration.

Over the past two years, she has made some outstanding and important appointments. The
legislature created the cabinet position of Workforce Transformation. She selected the perfect and
probably obvious choice to head this new department. State Senator Greg Reed of Jasper is one of
the most profound leaders to come out of the Senate in the past few decades. He had risen to be
the President Pro Tem of the Senate. She convinced him to leave his powerful Senate post to take
charge of Workforce Development. He is doing a good job.

Kay lvey convinced another popular and powerful legislator to leave the legislature and take a
state position. She garnered Tuscaloosa State Representative Cynthia Lee Almond to take the
job of President of the State Public Service Commission. This is a very important position, which
Twinkle Andress Cavanaugh handled successfully for years. Twinkle left to head the USDA in the
state for the Trump Administration.

The most profound and significant of Governor Ivey’s stellar appointments has been in the realm
of her outstanding judicial appointments. First, she has had an amazing number of judicial ap-
pointments. Kay lvey has appointed 42 District Court Judges, 33 Circuit Court Judges, 12 Probate
Judges, one Judge to the Court of Criminal Appeals, two Judges to the Court of Civil Appeals, and
five Justices to the Alabama Supreme Court.

One of her best judicial appointments was Judge Bill Lewis to the State Supreme Court. He
served decades as the Circuit Judge for Elmore County. The governor appointed Lewis to the
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals in February 2024, then to the Alabama Supreme Court last year.
Shortly thereafter, our U.S. Senators plucked him from our State Supreme Court and appointed him
as a federal judge.

Governor lvey chose another successful and qualified judge to take the vacancy on the State
Court of Civil Appeals. Covington County Circuit Judge Ben Bowden will move to that State Appel-
late Court. He is a veteran Circuit Judge, and prior to that was Covington County Probate Judge.

Governor Ivey has chosen outstanding, qualified people for local judicial positions throughout the
state. Her choices have been reasonable and logical, and met with overwhelming approval, locally.

She appointed judges in Jefferson County, who are qualified and electable. In Democratic Mont-
gomery County, she has appointed Tiffany McCord as a Circuit Judge. In addition, she chose
Azzie Taylor Oliver as Montgomery County District Attorney. Governor lvey made Scott Brewer the
District Judge of Talladega County. She appointed Ashley Siebert as a District Judge in Baldwin
County. She also appointed Laurie Hoyt to serve as a new Circuit Judge in Baldwin County. In
Jackson County, she appointed Matthew Mitchell to a District Judgeship. Governor lvey appointed
Grace Jeter as a Circuit Judge in Covington County. Grace has been an assistant District Attorney
for 20 years.

Her latest judicial appointment may be one of her best. She appointed her General Counsel, Will
Parker, to the State Supreme Court in November 2025. Parker served as Governor Ivey’s General
Counsel for six years. He did an excellent job in this role. Prior to his work with Governor Ivey, he
served 10 years as an Assistant Attorney General in the Constitutional Division, which is perfect
training for the Supreme Court.

Governor Kay Ivey has a legacy for appointments, especially judicial.
See you next week.
Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading political columnist. His weekly column appears in over 60 Al-

abama newspapers. He served 16 years in the state legislature. Steve may be reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God

Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist

Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Branch  Baptist

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

LibertEBa tist

West Blocton 938-2090
Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 /
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

{_.itttle Hope Primitive Bap-
is
Centreville 926-4236

Lowergtown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Missionary

Missionary

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-386

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553—97%3

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of
Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-

ecg )
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ec

Wgst Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church
Of Go

205-477-5468

River of Life Church of
God

o)
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of
God

O
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-

ness

Four Points 926-5565
Word of Faith Worship
Center

Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness

Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth

Church

646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Episcopal

Holiness

Trinity Spirit Holiness
Church

Centreville 926-4321
METHODIST

Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. < Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbgterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian

Church

Centreville 926-4409
SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST

First Brent Seventh Day
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

gcottsville Union Church
o. Rd.
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 = Walnut Street -
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place
Church

24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God'’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-

er

Mf):lrion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
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What comes to mind when you
think of surrender? When | asked
myself that question this morning
as | sat down to write this week’s
Hymn History, I'll admit that the
first thing that came to my mind
was from the ever-present shuffle
of songs in my mind: “Waterloo” by
ABBA. “My, my — at Waterloo, Na-
poleon did surrender.” When one
thinks of what it means to surren-
der, | think it could be universally,
mutually agreed upon that to sur-
render means to lose something, to
admit defeat, to give up. But what
if the meaning of “surrender” could
be subverted, flipped on its head, to
mean instead you gain everything
instead?

Judson Wheeler Van Deventer
accepted Christ into his heart at the
age of 17, but like many, he strug-
gled to understand what it meant
to truly “surrender all.” But it was
through his struggles that he found
himself in a spiritual place where
he penned the well-known hymn, “I
Surrender All.”

In the year 1896, he found him-
self at a crossroads that the Lord
had brought him to many times be-
fore. As an art and music teacher,
he had mastered 13 instruments —
but he felt God calling him to take
his talents and to travel the country
as a musical evangelist. After much
encouragement from his friends,
he took the leap and made the de-
cision to surrender to the call that
the Lord had placed on his heart.
“For some time, | had struggled be-
tween developing my talents in the
field of art and going into full-time
evangelistic work. At last the pivotal
hour of my life came, and | surren-
dered all. A new day was ushered
into my life. | became an evangelist
and discovered down deep in my
soul a talent hitherto unknown to
me. God had hidden a song in my
heart, and touching a tender chord,
He caused me to sing.”

So, he took his life of security and
knowing and surrendered to the
unknown, following the Lord’s lead.
After years of evangelistic travel
where his music touched the hearts
of many, he eventually retired from
evangelism and began teaching at
the Florida Bible Institute as a pro-
fessor of hymnology in the 1920s.
Even after he fully retired from
teaching, he was still a regular visi-
tor of the Institute. It was then that
he began to know and influence
one of the most well-known evan-
gelists of all time: Billy Graham.
Graham recalls the influence Van
Deventer had on his life, which was
published in Crusade Hymn Sto-
ries: “One of the evangelists who
influenced my early preaching was
also a hymnist who wrote “l Sur-
render All” — the Rev. J. W. Van de
Venter. He was a regular visitor at
the Florida Bible Institute (now Trin-
ity Bible College) in the late 1930’s.
We students love this kind, deeply
spiritual gentleman and often gath-
ered in his winter home at Tampa,
Florida, for an evening of fellowship

and singing.”

Van Deventer died in Florida on
July 17, 1939 at the age of 83,
but he was buried in Maple Grove
Cemetery in Dundee, Michigan. On
his tombstone are engraved the
words that changed the trajectory
of his whole life: “I surrender all.”

What does it mean in your life if
you said, “I surrender all”’ like Van
Deventer did? Just as we are all
uniquely made, individual people,
| think our calls to surrender are
also just as diverse. So when we
say “all,” do we truly mean the full
extent of what “all” might entail?
For Van Deventer, it looked like
uprooting the life he had always
known and devoting his life to trav-
eling evangelism — something that
would likely be daunting for any-
one, throwing one’s life into the un-
known and trusting the Lord’s com-
plete guidance for where to go and
what to do with every resource you
have. Surrender isn’t meant to be
easy. Yet to give up much, it opens
up the opportunity to gain much.

One cannot have salvation with-
out first surrender — giving up all
that one thinks they know for them-
selves to be best for their life, rely-
ing on their own understanding to
carry them successfully through this
earthly life. What we surrender may
be tangible, like money, or perhaps
something even not so tangible but
leads to tangible means, like a job.
But what about the intangible — your
hopes, dreams, worries, sorrows,
fears, anxieties? And even then,
what about the aspects of yourself
that God may ask you to surrender
that you may not immediately think
of — like your strength, resilience,
understanding, determination, or
every talent you possess? | would
need a few thousand more words
to fully relay to you what the Lord
is teaching me in my day-to-day life
about surrender — but hey, maybe
you’ll read it in a book | write some-
day.

When we fully surrender all that
we are, all that we have, and all that
we will ever be — only then are we
ready to receive the gracious gift
that is joy, peace, love, and salva-
tion from our Savior. Think of it this
way — if your hands are already full
of what you so dearly cling to, how
then could you possibly receive
from the Lord what He has in store
for you? And as he is eternally able
to do “immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to
his power at work within us” (Eph.
3:20), do you think that you could
find yourself in a place in your life
where you can boldly yet humbly,
with the bravery that somehow only
comes through vulnerability, sur-
render absolutely all? If you do, you
may hold onto the truth that God will
surely guide you every step of the
way, as is written in Isaiah 30:21 —
“Whether you turn to the right or to
the left, your ears will hear a voice
behind you, saying, ‘This is the
way; walk in it.””

Rudkbeo Faneral ( Fomes

Thank you for choosing us as Best
Funeral Home in Bibb County!

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL

205.926.4876

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

APPLIANCE
REPAIR: Prompt
local service
available for ap-
pliance repair.
Washer/Dryer,
Dishwasher, Re-
frigerator, Stove/
Oven and all
major applianc-
es. Certified, In-
sured techs. Sat-
isfaction guar-
anteed. Call to
schedule your
appointment
now! 1-877-441-
0132

BEAUTIFUL
BATH UPDATES
in as little as
ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath
and shower sys-
tems at AFFORD-
ABLE PRICES!
Lifetime warran-
ty & profession-
al installs. Call
Now! 1-833-770-
0326

SELLING a RV,
Tractor or Golf
Cart? ADVER-
TISE STATEWIDE
or by region in
over 100 News-
papers, reach-
ing over 1 million

readers each
week! Run your
ad in our Clas-
sified Network
for just $210 per
week! Make one
call to this news-
paper (partici-
pating Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out
how easy it is to
advertise state-
wide!

WATER DAM-
AGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION:
A small amount
of water can
lead to major
damage in your
home. Our trust-
ed professionals
dry out the wet
area and do re-
pairs to protect
your family and
your home’s val-
ue! If you have
water in your
home that needs
to be dried, Call
24/7: 1-833-879-
1371 Have zip
code of service
location ready
when you call!

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No

N HELP
AGAINST

ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE!

Make a3 HUGE S5PLASH
STATEWIDE or target your ad
REGIONMALY for the most cost
effective media buy amyarhere!
Statewide ads appear in owver

100 MEWSPAFPERS, reaching

1 MILLICEY READERS each week!

DISPLAY ADS START AT $400
(2x2 dinplay 2d in 1 region)

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT $99
{25 word line ad in 1 regicn)

CALL THIS NEWSPAPER'S 9
AD DEPARTMENT TO
PLACE YOUR AD OR -y
CALL 1-800-264-7043 wrorwralabamapress oeg

fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three
step process:
Call, get cash of-
fer and get paid.
Get your fair
cash offer today
by calling Liz
Buys Houses:
1-877-385-7131

Consumer Cel-
lular - the same
reliable, nation-
wide coverage
as the Ilargest
carriers. No
long-term con-
tract, no hidden
fees and activa-
tion is free. All
plans feature
unlimited talk
and text, start-
ing at just $20/
month. For more
information, call
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAU-
TY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen
Therapy That
Moves with You
with Inogen Por-
table Oxygen
Concentrators.
FREE informa-
tion kit. Call

Become an
ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

Provider

“Love Never Ages”

1-833-650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A
cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50
Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL
NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL IN-
SURANCE from
Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance
Company. Cover-
age for 400 plus
procedures. Real
dental insurance
- NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do
not wait! Call
now! Get your
FREE Dental In-
formation Kit
with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-
4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/
alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE
TV & INTERNET.
If you are over-
paying for your
service, call

now for a free
quote and see

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214

how much you
can save! 1-833-
641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Cali
today to sched-
ule a FREE in-
home estimate
on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call To-
day! 1-833-641-
6567

No more clean-
ing out gutters.
Guaranteed! Le-
afFilter is the

most advanced
gutter protec-
tion for your

home, backed by
a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime
transferrable
warranty. Call
today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule
a FREE inspec-
tion and no obli-
gation estimate.
Plus get 20% off!
Seniors and mili-
tary save an ad-
ditional 10%. Re-
strictions apply,
see representa-
tive for warranty
and offer details

Prepare for
power outag-
es today with a
Generac Home
Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to
receive a FREE
7-Year warranty
with qualifying
purchase* Call
1-877-323-5516
today to sched-
ule a free quote.
It’s not just a

generator. It’s a
power move.

Replace your
roof with the best
looking and lon-
gest lasting ma-
terial steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors
available. Guar-
anteed to last a
lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to
50% off installa-
tion + Additional
10% off install
(for military,
health workers
& 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your
car, truck, boat,
RV and more to
support our vet-
erans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and
receive a top tax
deduction! Call
Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

GOT AN UN-
WA ANTED
CAR??? DONATE
IT TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Pa-

triotic Hearts’
programs help
veterans find
work or start

their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7:
1-833-426-0193

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com
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Follow the Yellow Brick Road: Bibb County Children’s
Theatre Celebrates 25 Years with The Wizard of Oz

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

There’s no place like
home — and there’s
certainly no place like
Bibb County Children’s
Theatre when it comes
to nurturing creativ-
ity, confidence, and
community. This year,
BCCT is proudly cel-
ebrating its 25th anni-
versary with a special
production of The Wiz-
ard of Oz — Youth Edi-
tion, featuring eighty-
five talented children
from Bibb County.
This milestone perfor-
mance highlights not
only a beloved classic,
but also the incred-
ible dedication of the
young performers and
the program that has
helped shape genera-
tions of local youth.

Public performanc-
es will take place on
Saturday, January
31, at 2.00 p.m. and

6:30 p.m., and Sun-
day, February 1, at
2:00 p.m., at the Bibb
County Board of Edu-
cation. Community
members are encour-
aged to attend, show
their support for the
arts, and celebrate
the hard work these
students have poured
into bringing the magi-
cal world of Oz to life.

The production fea-
tures a wonderful cast
of principal charac-
ters, including Caro-
line Jones as Dorothy,
Cara Knight as the
Scarecrow, Noah Ho-
lifield as the Tin Man,
Addison Gray as the
Cowardly Lion, and
Lydia Allen as Glinda.
Isabella Lopez takes
on the iconic role of
Miss Gulch and the
Wicked Witch of the
West, while Allora
Bell portrays Profes-
sor Marvel and the
Wonderful Wizard of

Oz. Supporting roles
include Alexa William-
son as Aunt Em, Walk-
er Leach as Uncle
Henry, Channing Da-
vis as Hunk, Holden
Foster as Zeke, Ulman
Goode as Hickory, and

Kherington  Hubbard
as Nikko.
Munchkinland is

brought to life by a
delightful group of per-
formers filling roles
such as the Mayor,
Coroner, Barrister, City
Father, and City Moth-
er, along with mem-
bers of the Lollipop
Guild, Lullaby League,
and Munchkin Ensem-
ble. The Land of Oz is
further expanded by a
vibrant Ozian Ensem-
ble, Winkie Ensemble,
Flying Monkeys, Jit-
terbugs, Apple Trees,
and Crows, creating
a lively and immersive
experience that show-
cases the collabora-
tion and teamwork

behind this large-scale
youth production.

Bibb County Chil-
dren’s Theatre contin-
ues to be one of the
most impactful youth
programs in the coun-
ty, providing children

with opportunities to
build confidence, cre-
ativity, and lifelong
skills through the per-
forming arts. This an-
niversary  production
is a celebration of that
legacy, and the com-

munity is invited to be
part of the moment
by attending a perfor-
mance and supporting
the arts in Bibb Coun-

ty.
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