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What This Weekend’s Winter Weather

Could Mean for Bibb Count

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

As North and Cen-
tral Alabama monitor
a developing winter
weather system this
weekend, meteorolo-
gist James Spann is
emphasizing a “plan
for the worst, hope for
the best” approach —
especially for commu-
nities that could fall
along the southern
edge of a potentially
significant ice event.

According to Spann,
the highest likelihood
for accumulating snow
remains across the
Tennessee Valley,

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

REPORTER

At a time when ru-
ral labor and deliv-
ery units are closing
across Alabama, Bibb
County stands as a
powerful exception
— one shaped by col-
laboration, long-term
commitment, and a
shared belief that rural
families deserve ac-
cess to lifesaving care
close to home.

After more than 16
years without a local
place to give birth,
Bibb Medical Center
reopened its Labor &
Delivery unit in 2015.
The milestone marked
more than a reopen-

particularly north of
the Tennessee Riv-
er, where some ar-
eas could see several
inches. However, con-
fidence is growing that
ice, not snow, may
be the more serious
concern for much of
North and Central Ala-
bama. Global weather
models increasingly
suggest an extended
period of freezing rain
south of the Tennes-
see River, caused by
very shallow cold air
near the surface while
precipitation falls as
liquid.

This type of setup

ing; it made history. It
became the first rural
L&D unit to reopen in
Alabama in four de-
cades, made possible
through a strategic
partnership with Caha-
ba Medical Care.

That partnership
brought together grant
support, a shared

staffing model, and
Cahaba’s ability to re-
cruit and train family
medicine  physicians
who deliver babies as
part of the Cahaba +
UAB Family Medicine
Residency. Together,
these elements cre-
ated something rare
in rural healthcare: a
sustainable model for

is especially danger-
ous. Freezing rain can
coat roads, trees, and
power lines with ice,
leading to extremely
hazardous travel con-
ditions and the po-
tential for widespread
power outages. While
exact  accumulation
amounts are still un-
certain, some model
data points toward the
possibility of signifi-
cant icing in parts of
the state.

One factor working
in Alabama’s favor is
that temperatures will
be in the 50s through
Friday, meaning in-

maternity care in a
small-volume commu-

nity.
Now celebrating its
10-year anniversary,

the impact of the Bibb
Labor & Delivery unit
is both measurable
and deeply personal:

e More than 735 ba-
bies have been deliv-
ered locally since re-
opening

e Families no lon-
ger face long, stressful
drives to deliver their
babies

e The unit has re-
mained stable and op-
erational despite rural
workforce and volume
challenges

For Bibb Medical

frastructure won’t be
deeply cold at the
start of the event. Still,
Spann cautions that
the southern bound-
ary of freezing rain is
notoriously difficult to
pinpoint. At this time,
ice accumulation is
considered possible
as far south as Liv-
ingston, Greensboro,
Clanton, Lake Martin,
and Opelika — placing
Bibb County well with-
in the zone to watch
closely. That line could
shift north or south as
the event unfolds.

Wintry precipitation
could begin as ear-
ly as midnight Friday
night in northwest Ala-
bama, spreading east
and south through
Saturday and Satur-
day night. Some im-
pacts may linger into
Sunday before ending
Sunday night. While
South Alabama is ex-
pected to see only a
cold rain, this system
is forecast to affect
a broad swath of the
country, from Texas to
the Carolinas.

Spann stresses that
residents across the
northern half of Ala-
bama should begin
preparing now for the
possibility of difficult
travel and power out-
ages. Best case, many
communities  experi-
ence only a cold rain.
Worst case, parts of
the state see a crip-
pling ice storm that
could disrupt daily life

Center CEO Joseph
Marchant, the reason
the unit has endured
is clear. “There’s no
question  this  unit
wouldn’t be here with-
out Cahaba’s com-
mitment,” he shared.
“Delivering over 700
babies here saved
the state of Alabama
over a million dollars,
because local care is
more efficient care.
So for the state, the
impact of this unit ex-
isting is pretty remark-

for days, or longer in
isolated areas.

With that uncertainty
in mind, preparation
ahead of time is criti-
cal.

At home, resi-
dents should ensure
phones, battery packs,
and flashlights are ful-
ly charged before the
storm arrives, as pow-
er outages could make
recharging difficult.
Flashlights are strong-
ly recommended over
candles to reduce fire
risk. Having at least
two to three days’
worth of food and wa-
ter on hand, especially
items that don’t require
cooking, can make a
significant  difference
if travel becomes un-
safe. Warm clothing
and extra blankets
are also important, as
homes can lose heat
quickly during pro-
longed outages.

Simple steps around
the house can help
reduce damage. If
time allows, trimming
weak tree branches
near the home may
limit the risk of ice-re-
lated breakage. Seal-
ing drafts with towels
at doors and closing
off unused rooms can
help retain warmth.
Protecting pipes by al-
lowing faucets to drip
and opening cabinet
doors under sinks may
prevent costly freezing
damage. It’s also criti-
cal to remember that
grills and generators

able.”
Beyond the num-
bers, this milestone

represents something
even more meaning-
ful: restored dignity,
safety, and peace of
mind for rural families.
It means welcoming
new life in a familiar
place, supported by
trusted caregivers,
surrounded by com-
munity.

As maternity deserts
continue to expand
statewide, Bibb Coun-

lhould never be used

indoors due to the risk
of carbon monoxide
poisoning.

For those who may
need to travel, prepa-
ration is just as import-
ant. Vehicles should
be fueled up early, as
gas stations may lose
power. Emergency kits

should include blan-
kets, water, snacks,
a flashlight, and a

fully charged phone.
If roads become icy,
staying off them when-
ever possible is the
safest option.

Above all, stay-
ing weather aware is
essential. Forecast
details will become
clearer over the com-
ing days, and small
changes could have
big impacts at the local
level. Residents are

encouraged to close-
ly follow trusted weath-
er sources, including
James Spann’s on-
going updates, and to
make decisions root-
ed in safety and pre-
paredness.

In events like this,
readiness isn't pan-
ic — it's prudence.
Stay safe and weath-
er aware, folks! (Now
would traditionally be
the time to go grab
milk and bread, by the
way.)

ty’s story offers hope
— and a blueprint. It
shows what’s possible
when healthcare orga-
nizations work togeth-
er, invest in innovative
models, and center
the real needs of rural
communities.

Ten vyears in, the
message is clear:
when birth care is
brought back home,
everyone benefits —
families, communities,
and the future of rural
healthcare itself.
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NEWS

MONTGOMERY
— The 43rd Alabama
State Games, sched-
uled for June 12-14,
has been named an
America 250 Alabama
certified event. Hosted
by the City of Birming-
ham and Jefferson
County, the weekend
of competition will be
highlighted by a patri-
otic Opening Ceremo-
ny on June 12 inside
Legacy Arena at the
BJCC.

“The Alabama State
Games is excited to be
an America 250 Ala-
bama certified event,”
said Laura Creel Burt,
executive director of
the Alabama State
Games and CEO of
the ASF Foundation.
Our Opening Cer-
emonies are always
patriotic. Patriotism
is a huge part of the
Olympics as Olympi-
ans are honored to
represent their country
when they compete.
This year being able to
celebrate the country’s
250th  birthday dur-
ing the 43rd Alabama
State Games Open-
ing Ceremony as an
America 250 Alabama
certified event is a
great privilege for us.
We can’t wait to wel-
come athletes to Bir-
mingham Friday, June
12th and | encourage
everyone within driv-
ing distance of the

BJCC to come join this
special celebration.
AMERICA 250 On
July 4, 2026, the Unit-
ed States will mark
its 250th anniversary,
commemorating the
signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence.
Across the country,
states are selecting
events, festivals and
tributes that reflect the
promise of America:
honoring the past, cel-
ebrating the contribu-
tions of its people and
looking ahead to the
next generation. The
Alabama State Games
fit that mission. Built
on core principles of
academic success,
healthy lifestyles and
good citizenship, the
Games were selected
as an official America
250 Alabama event.
Established in 1982
at the request of the
U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee, the Alabama State
Games held their first
competition in 1983
with four sports and
600 athletes. Today,
the annual event fea-
tures more than 25
sports and welcomes
upward of 4,000 ath-
letes from across the
state and beyond.
Each year, genera-
tions of competitors
come together to pur-
sue gold, silver and
bronze, and to cel-
ebrate the unity that

is created when sport
meets community.

OPENING CERE-
MONY - JUNE 12

The Opening Cer-
emony launches the
Alabama State Games
weekend inside Lega-
cy Arena at the BJCC,
blending Olympic tra-
ditions,  high-energy
production, and a con-
cert-style atmosphere.
The Parade of Athletes
and the lighting of the
cauldron and a host
of other exciting mo-
ments will be broad-
cast and streamed live
through our Gray Me-
dia television partner-
ship.

SCHOLARSHIP OP-
PORTUNITIES

The ASF Foundation
supports academic
success through its
scholarship program.
Athletes who register
and compete in the
Games — and who at-
tend Grit101 for Teens,
the Athlete Leadership
Summit and Opening
Ceremony on June
12 — will be eligible
for 1 of 17 $2,500 aca-
demic scholarships. To
date, the ASF Founda-
tion has awarded 661
scholarships totaling
over $450,000.

www.alagames.com
|  www.asffoundation.
org
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We wish to send
out sympathy to
several families that
have lost loved ones
recently: the family of
Peggy Ann Caldwell
who passed away
on January 4, 2026,
Mary Louise Reach
who passed away on
January 7, 2026, and
Susie Spain Booth
who passed away
on January 7, 2026.
All will be greatly
missed by their fam-
ily and friends.

Belated birthday
wishes go out to
David Daws who re-
cently celebrated his
75th birthday with a
birthday celebration.
Among those in at-
tendance was C

We want to wish
David many more
Happy Birthday’s to
come.

Charlotte West
recently spent sev-
eral nights with Paul
and Hilary Perry and
family. We want to
wish Hilary a speedy
recovery who un-
derwent surgery on
Tuesday.

Birthday  wishes
go out to several
who have birthdays
in January: Dusty

Hubbard,
McCary,

Stephen
Chrystal
Hathcock, Andrews

Goodwin, Brenda
Smith, Dylan Dowdle
and Casey Brewer.

Patricia Caddis has
returned home af-
ter spending a week
with her daughter,
Rebecca, and family
in Arizona reporting
a wonderful trip.

Birthday wishes go
out to Phoenix Brew-
er who will celebrate
his 8th birthday on
January 27, 2026.
Phoenix is the son
of Casey and Sta-
cie Brewer. Stacie
Speights Brewer
received a kidney
transplant that was
an identical match
from her older sister,
Laura, twenty years
ago on January 27.
What a miracle that
the kidney started
working before they
even finished the
surgery.

If you have news,
call it in at 205-316-
1181.

West Blocton Middle School
2nd Nine Weeks Honor Roll

The faculty and
staff at West Blocton
Middle School is
proud to recognize
the scholars who
have demonstrated

6th Grade A Honor Roll

exceptional dedi-
cation in the class-
room during the 2nd
Nine Weeks of the
2025-2026 school
year. Grounded in

Rayleigh Averett
Easton Boltz
Kelby Boothe
Sophia Bovell
Jace Buford
Jade Caddis
Austin Cook
Easton Fisher
Eli Lewis
Jasper Odom
Colby Poole
Mason Smith
Dalton Terry
Brennan Watts

6th Grade A-B Honor Roll

7th Grade A Honor Roll

the school's motto
for the year, “Stron-
ger Communities,
Greater  Success,”
these achievements
reflect the hard work

of our teachers and
students and the
steadfast  support
of their parents and
teachers.

8th Grade A Honor Roll

William Chambliss

Amiyah Cole

Cecilia Dickson
Ava Herndon
Harper Lawley
Khioe McCullar
Jase Singleton
Baylee Thrasher

Alyssah Bates
Aubree Stacy
Brandon LaGrone
Brantlee Clemmer
CaidenlLaFoy
Caleb Allen
Camden LaFoy
Dillon Smith
Fatima Del cid Solares
Greyson Hagood
Joseph Church
Josiah Barriner
Josiah Nelson
Zayden Smith

7th Grade A-B Honor Roll

Lucy Blake

Connor Davis

Kelsey Haley

Carter Heaton
Gavin Johnson

KimberKinard
Willow Sampley
Emma Strickland

Ashley Terry

8th Grade A-B Honor Roll

Aaron Napoles

Addelia Gaytan

Abigail Morris Amber Russell
Anniston Carter Andrew Palmer
Bobbi Kielman Aubree Pylant
Cameran Bailey Ava Pierson
Carter Stephens Ayla Bates

Clay Bowman
Crimson Jennings

Elijah Harris
Ella Carroll

Elyse Manning

Erica Head

Hugo Diaz-Tax

Isaiah Sims

Jameson Huffman

Jonah Hunt
Katie Head

Kenleigh Green
Leah Sanders

Logan LaFoy

Lukas Hartzell

Molly Canterbury
Ramsley Elledge

Robert Knight

Rylan Johnson

Ryleigh Jo Guy-Andrews

Brenson Domando

Carter Fancher

Cayden Odom
Chance Sims

Dezaray Davis
Dreyton Hogg

Dustin Sibley

Erika Suy Mus

Esme Lopp

Jason Pierce
Kadence Manning

Kailynn Smith

Kali Super
Kayleigh Pissanos

Kevin Melgarejo Gutierrez

Keyri Henrriquez
Madelyn Terry

Ny'Reba Washington
Payden Forsythe

Sofia Gilham

Sophia Johnson
Tristin Hartzell
Zakaria Sanders

BY SAVANNA LOGAN
REPORTER
Building a strong,

compassionate
healthcare workforce

doesn’t happen by
accident — it happens
through intentional

partnerships, shared
vision, and a commit-
ment to investing in
people. That's exactly
what's taking place
through the growing
partnership between
Bibb Medical Cen-
ter and Shelton State
Community College.
Since 2022, Ala-
bama has welcomed
more than 1,000 regis-
tered nurse apprentic-
es statewide, creating
new pathways for in-
dividuals seeking sus-
tainable, meaningful
careers in healthcare.
Locally, Bibb Medi-
cal Center, alongside
Shelton State Com-
munity College and
the Alabama Office
of Apprenticeship, is
proud to celebrate the
newest  participants
in this important pro-
gram: Anna Domin-
guez and Maddie
Scurlock. Congratula-
tions to both as they

step into this exciting
next chapter!

This partnership be-
tween a community
college and a rural
hospital continues to

strengthen, opening
doors for students
while also address-
ing critical healthcare
needs in rural com-

munities. With two
more Shelton State
nursing students

signing on for the ap-
prenticeship program
at Bibb Medical Cen-
ter in Centreville, the
program continues to
place future nurses di-
rectly into real-world,
hands-on learning
environments — right
where they’re needed
most.

Launched in 2022,
the nurse apprentice-
ship program blends
on-the-job learning
with nursing course-
work, labs, and simu-
lations, ensuring stu-
dents gain both the
technical skills and
lived experience re-
quired for long-term
success. Apprentices
also earn pay while
completing clinical
hours, helping remove

financial barriers and
making nursing ca-
reers more accessible.
Those opportunities
extend far beyond the
classroom. Organiz-
ers believe these ap-
prenticeships  place
students firmly on a
path toward becoming
licensed nurses — and,
in turn, trusted care-
givers within their own
communities.

“We're all looking for
that next future work-
er,” shared Joseph
Marchant, President
and CEO of Bibb Med-
ical Center shared with
local news. “And to
be here today and be
able to celebrate two
of these young people
who are taking on that
journey, that pathway
of healthcare so that
they can help people,

is a big day.”

For Bibb County
and surrounding rural
areas, this program
represents more than
workforce develop-
ment — it represents
hope, access, and
continuity of care. By
investing in local stu-
dents and supporting
them from education
to employment, this
partnership helps en-

sure that compassion-
ate, skilled nurses will
be there for neighbors,
families, and future
generations when they
need care most.

Together, Bibb Medi-
cal Center and Shel-
ton State Community
College are proving
that when education
and healthcare work
hand in hand, every-
one benefits.
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Alabama Election Cycle
Officially Kicks Off this Week

By Paul DeMarco

So the year 2026 has finally arrived and
for Alabama it means a busy election year
ahead.

So this is one of the most important weeks
for the upcoming election cycle here in Ala-
bama. This is the last week that those who
seek to run for office this year in either the
Republican and Democrat Party can official-
ly register to run. For those candidates that
do throw their names in the ring, they are
either waiting to see who may also join them
in the race or sizing up their opponents.

For Alabama, there is a short lead up to
both the Republican and Democratic Party
Primaries that are set on May 19th, and if
there are any run-offs they are set for June
16th. Most of the major statewide and fed-
eral offices have had their fields set since
last May when candidates could start rais-
ing money to fuel their campaigns.

All of the state constitutional officers and
state lawmakers will be on the ballot. In
addition, all of the federal congressional
seats and one United States senate seats
up, Add to that, local elections across the
state will include county offices and judges
as well. Finally, there will be several consti-
tutional amendments on the ballot including
strengthening Aniyah’s Law, to allow judges
more discretion to keep those of accused of
violent crimes behind bars.

But every election cycle there is always a
surprise close to or on qualification day. So
as time ticks closer to the deadline this Fri-
day, January 23rd at 5:00 p.m. we will see
if there are any last minute candidates who
shake up any of the races in the 2026 elec-
tion cycle.

So as we kick-off the new year, get ready
for the campaign season in Alabama.

Paul DeMarco is a former member of the
Alabama House of Representatives and
can be found on X at @Paul_DeMarco

Healthcare Costs Are Major Concern as
Legislators Craft the State Budgets

Inside the Statehouse

By Steve Flowers
January 21, 2026:

As the 2026 Legislative Session evolves, it is apparent that this year’s annual session will be
short and sweet. That is par for the course in an election year session. This is election year and all
105 House Seats, and all 35 Senate Seats are up for election. Therefore, it is an inherent historical
reality that nothing consequential or controversial is addressed in a quadrennium ending election
year.

However, it is a constitutional requirement that the legislature enact a budget — in fact, both
budgets. Indeed, Alabama has two state budgets. We have a Special Education Trust Fund Budget,
which encompasses two-thirds of Alabama’s tax revenues, and of course, we have our General
Fund Budget, which has one-third of all revenues. Even though crafting the state’s budgets is
difficult and mundane work, it is the most important chore of a legislature.

Fortunately, Alabama has some outstanding and experienced leaders, who chair the Budget
Committees, do yeoman’s work, and primarily write the budgets. The Chairmen of the Education
Budget Committees are Senator Arthur Orr (R-Decatur) and Representative Danny Garrett
(R-Trussville). The General Fund Budget Chairmen are Senator Greg Albritton (R-Escambia) and
Representative Rex Reynolds (R-Huntsville). They do an excellent job.

The larger Education Budget will be a much tougher task this year because of the rising cost
of healthcare, thus health insurance. The teachers’ health insurance fund was founded by and
is managed by Dr. David Bonner’s well run Teachers Retirement System. This Public Education
Health Insurance Plan (PEEHIP) has provided health insurance coverage to Alabama’s education
employees, retirees, and their dependents since its creation in 1983.

PEEHIP has kept their costs in line for nearly a decade without asking the legislature or members
for more money. However, PEEHIP is facing a shortfall for fiscal year 2026, due to a significant
decline in federal funding for educators and education retirees. It is a nationwide problem.

There are three main reasons for this national problem: cuts to federal funding for Medicare
retirees, general inflation that is driving up the cost of everything, and higher utilization by current
members and retirees. Folks are living longer, and those who are living longer expend a lot of
healthcare dollars. State revenues probably will not be able to keep up with these rapidly rising
costs. It will be a heavy lift for the legislature.

The cost of healthcare is not just an Alabama problem. It is a national problem and probably the
paramount problem facing American consumers. The cost of health insurance has risen sharply for
the third year in a row, reaching just under $27,000 for a family plan. That is a 6% increase from the
year before and builds on two prior years of 7% gains.

These figures are confirmed by the most trusted and largest health insurance analyst KFF. The
latest KFF survey suggests that half the U.S. population gets health coverage through a job.

Hospital prices have also grown significantly in recent years for numerous reasons. There is an
alarming increase of cancer in the working-age population. Employers are also seeing increased
outlays on new and costly therapies, particularly the popular drugs known as GLP-1s, a category
that includes the weight loss treatments Wegovy and Zepbound.

A good many private companies are shifting the increased cost of health insurance onto workers
in the form of out-of-pocket charges such as deductibles and copayments. Legislators are struggling
mightily with these problems as they craft the budgets.

This increased healthcare and health insurance cost will be a major issue in the upcoming midterm
congressional elections. Millions of Americans who were covered under the Affordable Care Act
have seen a significant increase in their health insurance premiums beginning this month. There
will be political repercussions from voters come November. Who will be hurt politically remains to
be seen but, generally, voters blame the party who is in the White House.

See you next week.
Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading political columnist. His weekly column appears in over 60

Alabama newspapers. He served 16 years in the state legislature. Steve may be reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God

Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist

Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Branch  Baptist

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 /
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

{_.itttle Hope Primitive Bap-
is
Centreville 926-4236

Lowergtown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Missionary

Missionary

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-386

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553—97%3

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of
Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-

ecE )
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ec

Wgst Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church
Of Go

205-477-5468

River of Life Church of
God

o)
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of
God

O
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-

ness

Four Points 926-5565
Word of Faith Worship
Center

Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness

Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth

Church

646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Episcopal

Holiness

Trinity Spirit Holiness
Church

Centreville 926-4321
METHODIST

Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. < Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbgterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian

Church

Centreville 926-4409
SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST

First Brent Seventh Day
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

gcottsville Union Church
o. Rd.
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 ©~ Walnut Street -
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place
Church

24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God'’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-

er

M;rion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Centreville Press | Page 5

Feses, Coldl Py CHand”

It's undeniable that the last
several years have been tumul-
tuous and trying at best due to
things well beyond our control.
The events and circumstances
that have plagued our nation,
and even the whole world, have
left many of us anxious, weary,
and exhausted.

Albert E. Brumley found him-
self navigating and reconciling
similar circumstances as he
lived through World War | as
well as The Great Depression.
By the year 1933 when he was
28 years old, Brumley had lived
enough of the throes and woes
of the realities of this depraved
world to find himself in a men-
tal, emotional, and spiritual state
that warranted him just needing
the helping hand and assurance
of his Savior. Thus, he penned
the beloved hymn, “Jesus, Hold
My Hand.”

Coming from lowly means,
as his family worked as share-
croppers on a cotton plantation,
Brumley was well-attuned to a
hard-working life. Even so, his
family instilled in him a love and
appreciation for music. With little
to no money in the year 1926,
Brumley set off to educate him-
self in music at the Hartford Mu-
sical Institute in Arkansas. It was
there that he met Eugene

Bartlett (who himself penned
the hymn “Victory in Jesus”)
who would have a great influ-
ence on Brumley’s life. Another
influence on his life who must be
mentioned is Goldie Schell, who
became Brumley’'s wife in the
year 1931. A product of singing
schools herself, she was quite
the match for her composer hus-
band. The couple went on to live
on the banks of Big Sugar Creek
in Powell, Missouri, where they

raised six children. Over the
course of his life, Brumley would
go on to purchase the Hartford
Music Company from Bartlett in
1948, as well as penning over
800 hymns — including the clas-
sic “I'll Fly Away.” After a long,
well-lived life, Brumley passed
away in the year 1977 at the age
of 72.

| don’t know about you, but |
often find myself in seasons of
life that beg me to beseech the
Lord for love, guidance, and
support. “As [we] travel through
this pilgrim land,” there is indeed
“a friend who walks with [us].”
No matter the circumstances
we face — whether it be “sink-
ing sand” or “the foe” — God
has promised to lead us and to
hold our hand through it all. As it
says in Isaiah 41:10: “Fear not,
for | am with you; do not be dis-
mayed, for | am your God; | will
strengthen you, | will help you, |
will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” If we continue to ask
God to open our eyes, show us
the right path, He will do just that
by using the “Light of the World”
(John 9:5) to “guide [us] day and
night.”

As believers, we are unfor-
tunately not always called to a
peaceful, calm life — but never-
theless, we can always count on
that God will indeed “hear [our]
feeble plea” when we call on
Him to guide us through whatev-
er darkness we face and to hold
our hand through it all. When
we find ourselves surrounded
by the darkness of our present
world, may we cling to the prom-
ise that if we “travel in the light
divine, [we] may see the blessed
way.” (Micah 7:8; Psalms 18:28,
27:1, 119:105, 139:7-12; John
1:5, 8:12)

Thank you for choosing us as Best
Funeral Home in Bibb County!

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

APPLIANCE RE-
PAIR: Prompt Ilo-
cal service avail-
able for appliance
repair. Washer/
Dryer, Dishwash-
er, Refrigerator,
Stove/Oven and all
major appliances.

Certified, Insured
techs. Satisfac-
tion guaranteed.
Call to schedule
your appointment
now! 1-877-441-
0132

BEAUTIFUL
BATH UPDATES in
as little as ONE
DAY! Superior
quality bath and
shower systems
at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime
warranty & pro-
fessional installs.
Call Now! 1-833-
770-0326

SELLING a RV,
Tractor or Golf
Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or
by region in over
100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1
million readers
each week! Run
your ad in our
Classified Net-
work for just $210

per week! Make
one call to this
newspaper (par-

ticipating Ala-
SCAN newspaper)
or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out
how easy it is to

advertise state-
wide!
WATER DAM-

AGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A
small amount of
water can lead to
major damage in
your home. Our
trusted profes-
sionals dry out the
wet area and do
repairs to protect
your family and
your home’s value!
If you have water
in your home that
needs to be dried,
Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip
code of service
location ready
when you call!

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss.
Any condition.
Easy three step
process: Call, get
cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellu-
lar - the same re-
liable, nationwide
coverage as the

N HELP
AGAINST

ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE!

Make a3 HUGE S5PLASH
STATEWIDE or target your ad
REGIONMALY for the most cost
effective media buy amyarhere!
Statewide ads appear in owver

100 MEWSPAFPERS, reaching

1 MILLICEY READERS each week!

DISPLAY ADS START AT $400
(2x2 dinplay 2d in 1 region)

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT $99
{25 word line ad in 1 regicn)

CALL THIS NEWSPAPER'S 9
AD DEPARTMENT TO
PLACE YOUR AD OR -y
CALL 1-800-264-7043 worwr alabamapreas org

largest carriers.
No long-term con-
tract, no hidden
fees and activa-
tion is free. All
plans feature un-
limited talk and

text, starting at
just  $20/month.
For more informa-
tion, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAU-
TY

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with
You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators.
FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A
cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50
Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW:
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual In-
surance Compa-

ny. Coverage for
400 plus proce-

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

dures. Real dental
insurance - NOT
just a discount
plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all
the details! 1-877-
817-4697 WWW.
dental50plus.
com/alabama
#6258

AFFORDABLE
TV & INTERNET. If
you are overpay-
ing for your ser-
vice, call now for
a free quote and
see how much you

can save! 1-833-
641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Call

today to schedule
a FREE in-home
estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-
641-6567

No more clean-
ing out gutters.
Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is the most
advanced gutter
protection for your
home, backed by
a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today
1-833-683-2005 to
schedule a FREE
inspection and
no obligation es-

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214

dhr.alabama.gov/AFC
O 0]
T

timate. Plus get
20% off! Seniors
and military save
an additional 10%.
Restrictions ap-
ply, see represen-
tative for warranty
and offer details

Prepare for pow-
er outages today
with a Generac
Home Standby
Generator. Act
now to receive a
FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Replace your
roof with the best
looking and Ilon-
gest lasting ma-
terial steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors
available. Guar-
anteed to last a
lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to
50% off installa-
tion + Additional
10% off install (for

military, health
workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

Donate your car,
truck, boat, RV
and more to sup-
port our veterans!
Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive
a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran
Car Donations at
1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

GOT AN UN-
WANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’
programs help
veterans find work
or start their own

business. Call
24/7: 1-833-426-
0193

Equal Housing
Opportunity

Brent Housing Authority
205-926-7781

APPLICATIONS FOR 2 BEDROOM APTS.
No Applicatlon Fee
Gas & Water Included With Rent
Stove & Refrigerator Provided, Smoke Free
Property, Washer & Dryer Connections
Income Based Rent
Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 4:00 closed lunch 12-1

Holiday Hours May Vary

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com
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A LOOK BACK AT 1976
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

Pollinators may be
small, but their im-
pact on our ecosys-
tems is immense.
Bees, butterflies,
moths, and other
pollinating  insects
are essential to the
health of our envi-
ronment,  support-
ing native plants,
food crops, and the

balance of ecosys-
tems that sustain life

across Alabama and
beyond. Protecting
them isn’'t just ben-
eficial — it's neces-
sary.

That shared re-

sponsibility was on
full display during
the Great Southeast
Pollinator Census,
a hands-on citizen
science initiative
supported and facili-

tated in Alabama by
the Alabama Exten-
sion. Through this
program, Extension
helps connect com-
munities, educa-
tors, and families to
real-world research,
making pollinator
conservation  both
accessible and en-
gaging.

In 2025, nearly
3,000 Alabamians
participated in the

census, submit-
ting 2,867 pollinator
counts from 55 of
Alabama’s 67 coun-
ties — an 82 percent
county participation
rate. The program
also played a mean-
ingful role in educa-
tion, with 62 educa-
tors incorporating the
census into STEM
and STEAM class-
rooms, encouraging
students to observe,
question, and bet-
ter understand the
natural world around
them.

Beyond participa-

tion numbers, the
census sparked
deeper aware-

ness. When asked
whether taking part
changed their under-
standing of the ben-
efits insects provide
to gardens and eco-
systems, more than
800 respondents
said it did. Over 400
reported a moder-
ate increase in un-
derstanding, while
another 421 said
their perspective
changed significant-
ly. For some, that
awareness led di-
rectly to action, with
62 Alabamians cre-

ating new pollinator
gardens specifically
to support the cen-
sus and the species
it highlights.
Pollinators are re-
sponsible for fertiliz-
ing a large portion of
flowering plants, in-
cluding many crops
that feed our com-
munities. Without
them, ecosystems
weaken and food
systems become
less secure. Yet
pollinator  popula-
tions face increasing
threats from habitat
loss, pesticide use,
and environmental
stress. By support-
ing initiatives like
the Great Southeast
Pollinator Census,
Alabama Extension
is helping bridge the
gap between sci-
ence and everyday
stewardship.
Participation in the
census is simple
and approachable.
Volunteers select a
blooming plant, ob-
serve it for 15 min-
utes, and count the
pollinators that visit
— such as bees, but-
terflies, moths, and
mosquitoes. That
information is then

submitted online,
along with the plant
type and location,
contributing valu-

able data that helps
researchers Dbetter
understand pollina-
tor health and distri-
bution.

Looking ahead,
the Great Southeast
Pollinator  Census
will return on August
21-22, 2026. This
year’s goal is ambi-
tious but possible:
representation from
all 67 Alabama coun-
ties. With continued
support from Ala-
bama Extension and
engaged community
members across the
state, it's a goal well
within reach.

When we support
pollinators, we sup-
port the systems that
feed us, sustain bio-
diversity, and keep
our landscapes thriv-
ing. Through educa-
tion, community sci-
ence, and small acts
of care, Alabama is
proving that mean-
ingful environmental
stewardship can be-
gin right in our own
backyards.
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