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Spirit of Christmas Awards Celebrate
Community Giving in Woodstock

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

The Town of Wood-
stock gathered Friday,
December 5, for the
9th Annual Small Town
Christmas Event and
Spirit  of Christmas
Awards, celebrating
the season through
creativity, generosity,
and a shared love for
community.

The festive evening
brought together local
businesses, church-
es, and community
organizations as they
transformed deco-
rated tents into holi-
day-themed displays.
Each display compet-
ed for cash prizes that
were awarded to local
nonprofit organiza-
tions, turning holiday
cheer into meaningful
community support.

The Grand Prize of
$1,000, sponsored
by The Kelley Group,
LLC, was awarded to
the Bibb County Pro-
bate Office and Tax
Assessor’s Office for
their “Oldtyme Tree
Market and Toys” dis-
play, benefiting Com-
passion & Hope Food

Basket of Bibb County.
“The Spirit of Christ-
mas Awards show
what can happen when
our community comes
together with a shared
goal of helping oth-
ers,” said Woodstock
Mayor Jeff Dodson in
a Town of Woodstock
press release. “We're
incredibly grateful to
everyone who partici-
pated and attended.”
Town Clerk Tiffney
McCulley echoed

those sentiments,
adding, “This event
reflects the heart of
Woodstock. We are a
small town, but when
it comes to support-
ing our neighbors and
spreading Christmas
cheer, our community
truly shines.”

Additional award re-
cipients included:

e Runner-Up ($750):
West Alabama Bank
— Gingerbread House
Charity: Garrett’s

Place

e Second Place
($500): Cahaba Med-
ical Care — Have a
Healthy Holiday Char-
ity: Cahaba Medi-
cal Care Foundation
(Psychiatry Center in
Woodstock)

e Third Place ($350):
First US Bank — San-
ta's Sweet Snack
Shop Charity: Shop
with a Cop

e Honorable Men-
tion ($200): Wood-

stock Drug — Merry
Christmas Charity:
Neighborhood Bridges
Bibb County

e Honorable Men-
tion ($200): John Rich
— State Farm Agent —
North Pole Insurance
Charity: Colorectal
Cancer Alliance

In addition to The
Kelley Group’s gener-
ous support, the Town
of Woodstock also ex-
tends its gratitude to
an anonymous donor

who contributed to the
prize fund.

The Town of Wood-
stock thanks all par-
ticipating businesses,
organizations, vol-
unteers, and families
who helped make the
9th Annual Small Town
Christmas Event a joy-
ful celebration of gen-
erosity, togetherness,
and holiday spirit.

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

REPORTER

Parents and care-
givers in Bibb County
are invited to take part
in a series of empow-
ering and practical
parenting classes of-
fered through the Bibb
County Head Start
program in partnership
with the Alabama Co-
operative  Extension
System. Beginning in
January 2026, these
free sessions are de-

signed to support
families as they build
strong foundations

at home — financially,
emotionally, and phys-
ically.

Held every other
Thursday at 10 a.m.
at the BMC Wellness
Center (1006 Walnut
Street,  Centreville),
the 2026 Head Start
Parenting Classes will
cover a wide range of
helpful topics aimed at
strengthening families
and promoting healthy
lifestyles.

The
cludes:

schedule in-

e January 8 — Bud-
get Planning

e January 22 — Tack-
ling Debt

e February 12 — Eat
Smart, Move More

e February 26 — Eat
Smart, Move More

e March 12 - Eat
Smart, Move More

e April 9 — Eat Smart,
Move More

e April 23 — Contain-
er Gardening

e May 14 — 24/7
Dads

e May 28 — 24/7
Dads (held at BMC
Wellness Center)

Each session is
designed to provide
practical tools, en-
couragement, and
community connection
for parents and care-
givers navigating the
joys and challenges of
raising children. From
financial wellness to
nutrition, parenting en-
gagement, and hands-

on learning, these
classes aim to meet
families where they
are and help them
grow with confidence.
The program is host-
ed by the Alabama
Cooperative  Exten-
sion System (Alabama
A&M University and
Auburn University)
and is open to all fam-
ilies. Participation is
free, and everyone is
welcome.

For more information
or questions about the
Head Start Parenting
Classes, contact Misty
Weems or Miracle
Benson at (205) 926-
9384. Those needing
accessibility accom-
modations may also
reach out to (205) 926-
4310.

This series is a won-
derful opportunity for
families to connect,
learn, and thrive to-
gether — one Thursday
at a time.
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Pre-filed bill would allow Alabamians with
disabilities to receive absentee ballot help

Source: Alabama
Reflector

An Alabama law-
maker has pre-filed a
bill for the 2026 legisla-
tive session that would
allow a voter with a
disability to have as-
sistance with filling out
an absentee ballot.

HB 45, sponsored by
Rep. Adline Clarke, D-
Mobile, would require
the Secretary of State
to change the absen-
tee ballot application
to allow another per-
son to submit the dis-
abled voter’s ballot.
On existing absentee
ballots, only the voter
can submit the ballot
except in the case of

“‘medical emergency
absentee applica-
tions.”

“I've had constitu-
ents complain to me
about not being able
to hand deliver an
absentee ballot appli-
cation on behalf of a
loved one or a neigh-
bor,” Clarke said in an
interview. “ | do believe
that state law allows
for us to be good Sa-
maritans and to help
the disabled with the
entire absentee voting
process.”

In 2024, Senate Pro
Tempore Garlan Gudg-
er, R-Culman, passed
SB 1, which prohibited
any payment for assis-
tance in absentee bal-

lot applications or to
“knowingly” provide an
absentee ballot with
pre-filled information.
A group of five non-
profit, non-partisan
organizations filed a
lawsuit against the
state, saying that Sec-
tion 208 of the Voting
Rights Act preempts
the law.

The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Eleventh
Circuit deferred its de-
cision on the case to
the Alabama Supreme
Court, according to a
Dec. 15 court filing,
due to questions it had
about the law.

This is the third ses-
sion Clarke has filed
the bill. Each vyear
Clarke filed the bill, it
was not considered in
its respective House
committee. Clarke
said she hopes pre-
filing the bill will help
move it through, but
only about one third of
filed bills are passed
each year.

“Sometimes a third
of those get passed,
which  means two
thirds of them don’t,”
Clarke said. “We have
to keep trying.”

Because the bill has
not been considered in
the past, Clarke said
she has not heard
any specific concerns
about it. There is no
fiscal note attached to

the bill.

“l think that most
people probably
print the application
from the Secretary of
State’s website, and
so | don’t see this as
an additional cost to
the state,” she said.

The bill defines dis-
ability as it is defined
in federal law, as “a
physical or mental
impairment that sub-
stantially limits one or
more major life activi-
ties of the applicant.”

Larry Canada, le-
gal director of the
Alabama Disabilities
Advocacy Program
(ADAP), said in an in-
terview including the
definition strengthens
the bill. ADAP is one of
the five plaintiffs in the
SB 1 lawsuit.

“I's not a one-size-
fits-all,” Canada said.
“If you have someone
with  mobility issues,
someone who is blind,
for instance, they need
assistance, and this
defines disability the
way the federal gov-
ernment defines it. |
think it's a good step.”

While ADAP is not
legally allowed to
lobby for policies due
to its federal funding,
Canada said ADAP’s
purpose is to educate
those with disabilities
on their rights.

“What our concern

is, is that people with
disabilities are allowed
to exercise their con-
stitutional right to vote.
To us, it doesn’t matter
whether they're Re-
publican, Democrat,
Independent, every-
one has a right to vote
who is a citizen of this
country and in this
state with the residen-
cy rules that we have
for voting,” Canada
said. “To us, anything
that impedes that is a
violation of federal law,
period.”

The bill allows a
voter with disabilities
to be assisted by a
designee to fill out the
absentee ballot appli-
cation and ballot, and
allows the designee to
deliver the application
and ballot to the mail
or the absentee elec-
tion manager.

“It is the humane,
considerate, compas-
sionate thing to do
is to make it legal for
disabled individuals to
be able to get the help
that they need with re-
turning an absentee
election ballot appli-
cation,” Clarke said.
“We should all put our-
selves in the shoes of
disabled individuals,
and do the right thing
here.”

The 2026 legisla-
tive session begins on
Jan. 13.

Rural Health Transformation Program
unlocks over $203million for Alabama

MONTGOMERY -
Governor Kay lvey on
Monday announced
Alabama has officially
received its award
number from the Cen-
ters for Medicare &
Medicaid Services
(CMS) for the federal
Rural Health Trans-
formation Program
(RHTP), formally ap-
proving Alabama’s
plan and unlocking
$203,404,327 in first-
year funding. The five-
year program, seeking
to help improve health-
care access, quality
and outcomes in the
state, will be adminis-
tered by the Alabama
Department of Eco-
nomic and Community
Affairs (ADECA).

“We are very
pleased Alabama will
be awarded more than
$203 million in the
first year of the Rural
Health Transformation
Program. After Presi-
dent Trump signed the
One Big Beautiful Bill
Act into law in July,
Alabama got to work

preparing for this pro-
gram so we could hit
the ground running
once our state’s new
comprehensive rural
health strategy was
approved,” said Gov-
ernor Ivey. “Now that
it has been approved,
we will take the next
steps to ensure our
citizens and communi-
ties benefit for genera-
tions. Making America
Healthy Again begins
in rural America, and
| look forward to being
able to improve health
care across Alabama.”

The RHTP was es-
tablished wunder the
One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, which Congress
passed in July and
was signed by Presi-
dent Trump. Shortly
after the law’s pas-
sage, Governor lvey
directed state agen-
cies to begin develop-
ing a comprehensive
rural health strategy to
ensure Alabama was

prepared once the
program launched.
“Governor Ivey

knows how important
this program will be
to the people of Ala-
bama, and ADECA ap-
preciates the trust she
has placed in us to
administer it,” said AD-
ECA Director Kenneth
Boswell.

In November, Gov-
ernor lvey announced
Alabama’s plan had
been submitted to
CMS for approval. In
December, Governor
Ivey signed an execu-
tive order establish-
ing the Alabama Rural
Health Transformation
Advisory Group to ad-
vise on implementa-
tion, policy develop-
ment and oversight
so the state would be
positioned to move
quickly upon approval.

The plan includes 11
initiatives:

. Collaborative
Electronic Health Re-
cord (EHR), IT and Cy-
bersecurity Initiative

. Rural Health
Initiative

. Maternal and
Fetal Health Initiative

. Rural Work-
force Initiative

. Cancer Digital
Regionalization Initia-
tive

. Simulation
Training Initiative

. Statewide
EMS Trauma and
Stroke Initiative

. EMS Treat-In-
Place Initiative

. Mental
Initiative

. Community
Medicine Initiative

. Rural Health
Practice Initiative

It was developed
with the input and
collaboration of the
Governor’s Office,
ADECA, the Alabama
Department of Fi-
nance, the Alabama
Medicaid Agency and
the Alabama State
Health Planning and
Development Agency,
along with dozens of
stakeholders, health-
care experts and law-
makers.

Health
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We wish to extend

sincere sympathy to
the family of Albert
Wayne Melton who
passed away on De-
cember 14, 2025.
Services were held
on December 19 at

Centreville Baptist
Church.
Sympathy is also

extended to the fam-
ily of Emily Bamberg
England who passed
away on December
15, 2025. Services
were held on Monday,
December 22, 2025.

Birthday wishes go
out to several that
will have a birthday in
January. Lisa Hold-
sambeck, Kathleen
Davis, Rhonda Cook,
Jennifer Anderson,
Gene Caddis, Melis-
sa Marchant Wallen,
Hope Sonnier and Do-
ris Newman.

Get well wishes and
prayers go out to Jerry
Pow who has been a
patient at Grandview

Hospital in Birming-
ham.

Belated birthday
wishes to  Jamie

Schmidt who celebrat-
ed on December 20,
2025.

On Tuesday night
December 16, 2025
the Bunco group had
such a greattime at the
home of Vickie Brown.
Lots of good food
and laughter. They
always have a blast
together. Those pres-
ent were Jodi Hamby,
Karol McCaleb, Con-
nie Owens, Henri Son-
nier, Ann Lawley, Fran
Kornegay, Charlotte
West, Emily Blake,
Nancy Carlee, Jenny

Hobson, Susan Young
and hostess Vickie
Brown.

Anniversary wishes
go out to Bill and Jean
Carlee who celebrated
their 51st wedding an-
niversary on Decem-
ber 20, 2025.

Alan Nelson cele-
brated his birthday on
Saturday, December
20, 2025. We want to
send belated birthday
wishes to Alan.

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Ray-
mond Brown Jr., age
77, who passed away
on December 17,
2025. Services were
held on Monday, De-
cember 22, 2025 in
Tuscaloosa.

Our deepest sympa-
thy goes out to the fam-
ily of Nell Stripling, age
83, who passed away
on Sunday, December
21, 2025 at Bibb Medi-
cal Center. Graveside
services were held
on Friday December
26, 2025 at 3:00 p.m.
at Pineland Memorial
Park, Centreville, AL.
Nell will be missed
greatly by her family
and many friends.

Belated birthday
wishes go out to Kat-
lin Clark who recently
celebrated her 40th
birthday. Katlin is the
daughter of Keith and
Lisa Cox Booth.

Belated birthday
wishes also go out to
Wayne Bush who cel-
ebrated his birthday
recently.

If you have news call
it in at 205-316-1181.
Take care and God
Bless.

Bibb County GOP
Announces 2026
Election Information

BY MIKE HOBSON

REPORTER
mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

Bibb County GOP
Chairman April Weav-
er announced Friday
that local qualifying
for the Republican Pri-
mary and open Bibb
County elected posi-
tions will begin on Jan-
uary 5, 2026. Qualify-
ing dates will match
those announced by
the Alabama GOP.
Qualifying will begin at
8:30 a.m. and remain
open through Friday,
January 23, 2026, at
5:00 p.m.

Local races for Bibb
County are as follows:

. Bibb  County
Sheriff

. Bibb  County
Tax Assessor/Collec-
tor

. Bibb  County

Board of Education
Superintendent

. Board of
Education- Place 1

- (Incumbent Morris
Moody)

. Bibb  County
Commissioners  Dis-
trict 2 & 4 — (Incum-
bents Charles Caddell
and Ty Corbell)

Key dates for the
2026 election cycle in-
clude:

. ALGOP Prima-

ry Election: Tuesday,

May 19, 2026

. ALGOP Pri-
mary Runoff Election:
Tuesday, June 16,
2026

. General Elec-

tion: Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2026

For more informa-
tion on how to qualify
as a local republican
candidate, please call
Bob County chairman
April Weaver at 205-
541-6424. Qualifying
fees are 2% of the an-
nual salary applicable
to any remunerative
office, $50.00 for an
unremunerative office.

Six Mile Cabin’s Pioneer Roots

BY CANACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

We previously
delved into the histori-
cal Six Mile log cabin
now owned by the
Weaver Family and
located along U.S.
Highway 25 in the Six
Mile community. Now
we continue to explore
the important history
and background of
the original owners,
the Clabaugh family,
and their roots. Bibb
County is known for its
historical significance,
with its rich history be-
ginning in 1818 and Al-
abama entered State-
hood. Bibb County
made history, being
known as a major
producer of iron and
coal, and being named
after Alabama’s first
governor. Something
that you may not have
known about the ar-
ea’s pioneers are their
ties to Former U.S.
Presidents and histori-
cal wars and battles.

John Clabaugh was
a member of the Cla-
baugh family, whose
family migrated to Ala-
bama from East Ten-
nessee, and finally to
Texas. The early 19th
century was a time
of great change and
national expansion
for the country. Dur-
ing the War of 1812,
tensions escalated
between the United
States and Great Brit-
ain. Because of this,
General Andrew Jack-
son called upon volun-
teers from Tennessee,

which gave the state
its current nickname:
“The Volunteer State.”
Among these volun-
teers was John Cla-

baugh.

Clabaugh left his
family to enlist as a
private in Captain

John Roper's Com-
pany, Colonel William
Lillard’s 2nd Regiment
of the East Tennes-
see Volunteers. Under
General Andrew Jack-
son, Clabaugh fought
against the Creek Na-
tion in the infamous
Battles of Talladega
and Horseshoe Bend.
After being discharged
on Feb. 8, 1814, John
returned safely to his
Tennessee family with
new experiences and
ready to take advan-
tage of the newly ob-
tained territory.

John Clabaugh and
his wife Elizabeth em-
barked on a migration
with Elizabeth’s ex-
tended family. From
there, they likely
moved along the Ten-
nessee River then to
the Alabama wilder-
ness, and finally set-
tled in Bibb County, Al-
abama. This migration
made them among
Bibb County’s first pio-
neer families.

Once settled, Cla-
baugh quickly became
active in civic life. As
a constable, he main-
tained law and order
in a county still shap-
ing its governance.
He helped manage
elections and oversaw
road maintenance in

his militia district, en-
suring that vital infra-
structure kept pace
with the needs of a
growing population. In
religious life, the fam-
ily was connected to
Cahaba Valley Baptist
Church in Brierfield,
a congregation that
remains active today.
Clabaugh quickly be-
came involved in re-
ligious life as well,
establishing  himself
within the Cahaba Val-
ley Baptist Church,
which still stands in
Brierfield.

John Clabaugh es-
tablished a farm locat-
ed at Six Mile Creek,
which provided vital
resources such as fer-
tile land, crops, and
access to water. It was
also a source for local
trade, which further
helped contribute to
the county’s economy.
John’s farm on Six Mile
Creek provided fertile
land, water access,
and a base for both
family sustenance and
local trade. In the ag-
ricultural economy of
the 1800s, such farms
were essential to com-
munity survival and
economic growth. To-
day, his contributions
are preserved in the
historical record and
in the ongoing reha-
bilitation of landmarks
like the Weaver Cabin,
reminders of the fami-
lies who helped shape
Bibb County’s identity.

Built in the 1800s,
the Six Mile log cabin
is a rare surviving ex-

ample of early settler
craftsmanship.  The
cabin’s  preservation
links directly to the pi-
oneer era when fami-
lies like the Clabaughs
cleared land, built
homes, and estab-
lished farms along Six
Mile Creek. Rehabilita-
tion efforts honor that
history while providing
a tangible connection
for future generations.

As Bibb County
continued to grow,
its developing com-
munities  eventually
needed more than
farms, churches, and
hand-built roads; they
needed the financial
structure to support
expanding commerce.
The Clabaugh family’s
influence extended
into this next chap-
ter as well. Historical
records indicate that
members of the fam-
ily were connected to
the formation of the
Real Estate Banking
Company in Selma,
reflecting their role in
the broader economic
growth of central Ala-
bama. This involve-
ment shows how early
settlers like the Cla-
baughs helped shape
not only the civic and
religious foundations
of Bibb County but also
the emerging financial
networks that would
later support towns
such as Centreville,
Brent, and the wider
region.
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Democratic
for the 2026 election were set by the Bibb
County Democratic Executive Committee to
begin Monday, January 5, 2026 at 9.am, ana
end Friday, January 23, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in
accordance with Alabama election law.

Candidates seeking a County spot .on
the Democratic Primary ballot must qualifi
with County Chairwoman Joyce Rice. The

Cour:1ty ballot positions include Sheriff,
County Commissioner Districts 2 and 4, Ta
Assesor/Collector, and Board of Education
Dist. 1. candidates for Bibb County Execu-
tive Committee must qualify for a 4-yea

term also.

Contact Information: Joyce Rice, 205-217-
3505 Email: joycerice65@gmail.com

Staying
Informed,
Staying
Engaged:

Looking

Ahead

to Bibb County’s
2026 Elections

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

As our community
continues to grow
and evolve, staying
informed about local
leadership and civic
opportunities remains
an important part of
supporting one anoth-
er. The 2026 election
cycle will bring several
key races that directly
impact Bibb County,
and residents are en-
couraged to stay en-
gaged, informed, and
ready to participate.

Voters will have the

opportunity to help
shape the future of our
community  through

the following local of-
fices up for election:

e Bibb County Sher-
iff

e Bibb County Tax
Assessor/Collector

e Bibb County Board
of Education Superin-
tendent

e Board of Educa-
tion — Place 1 (Incum-
bent: Morris Moody)

e Bibb County Com-
missioners — Districts
2 & 4 (Incumbents:
Charles Caddell and
Ty Corbell)

These positions play
an important role in
public safety, educa-
tion, fiscal responsi-
bility, and the overall
well-being of our coun-
ty. Participating in local
elections is one of the
most direct ways resi-
dents can support the
values and future they
want to see in Bibb
County.

As these elections
approach, community
members are encour-
aged to learn about
the candidates, ask
questions, and make
plans to vote. Local
elections shape every-
day life — from schools
and public services
to infrastructure and
community programs.

When neighbors stay
informed and engaged,
our community grows
stronger.

We Lost Some Good Ones This Year

Inside the Statehouse
By Steve Flowers

December 31, 2025:

As is my custom for the past 21 years, my year end column illuminates Alabama political luminaries
that passed away this year. We lost some good ones.

Former State Senator and Lt. Governor George McMillan passed away in Birmingham at 81.
George was a vivacious, delightful gentleman, who never met a stranger. | never knew anyone
who ever met George that did not like him. He began his meteoric political career at an early age.
He was elected to the State Senate from Jefferson County in 1974 and was elected Lt. Governor
in 1978. He lost a razor-thin election to George Wallace for Governor in 1982. Many predicted he
would win that race and, if elected, would have given Alabama a “New South” Governor.

Former State Representative and ABC Administrator Mac Gipson passed away in July at 89. Mac
represented Autauga and Elmore Counties for 16 years in the House of Representatives. He was
appointed head of the Alabama Beverage Control Board by Governor Robert Bentley. He remained
head of the ABC until his retirement at the end of 2022, having served under Governors Bentley
and Kay Ivey. Gipson was the successful owner and founder of Gipson’s Tire stores in Prattville and
Millbrook. Mac was a good man and a good legislative friend.

Another legislative friend, Ralph Burke, passed away in July. Ralph represented DeKalb County
in the Alabama House of Representatives from 1983 to 1998. He was an educator by profession.
Ralph was a graduate of Jacksonville State and was a lifetime advocate for his alma mater. He was
only 65.

Another of my favorite legislative colleagues, William “Bill” Drinkard, passed away in July at 79 at
his home in Springville. He served in both the House and Senate from Etowah and St. Clair Counties
from 1978 to 1990. He had a diversified business career as a store owner, hospital administrator,
and a real estate developer. Bill was a diligent and good legislator.

Julian McPhillips was a renowned lawyer, and loyal Democratic Party leader in Alabama for over
four decades. He passed away in Montgomery in April at age 78. His family had a deep heritage
in Alabama. His father was a legendary Episcopal priest. He was born in Birmingham in 1946, but
raised in Cullman. He graduated from Princeton cum laude and was an all-lvy League wrestler.
He then graduated from Columbia Law School. Julian worked as a Wall Street lawyer from 1971
to 1975. He moved back to Alabama in 1975 and began working as Assistant to Attorney General
Bill Baxley. He ran for Attorney General of Alabama in 1978, and ran second in a nine man field.
He spent the rest of his life as a progressive lawyer and civic and civil rights leader in Montgomery.

Tom Walker was the Founder and President Emeritus of the American Village in Montevallo. Tom
conceived the idea of the American Village in the 1980’s. His vision accomplished the establishment
of one of Alabama’s treasures. American Village teaches American history and civics. He built an
amazing 188-acre campus in Montevallo. The campus has served over three-quarters of a million
students and draws thousands of public visitors each year. Tom was a good man. His quiet and
humble demeanor will be missed. The American Village was his life and legacy. He passed away
in September.

Former Jefferson County State Senator Bill Cabaniss passed away early in the year at 86 in
Birmingham. He was a Republican before it was cool. He was born and raised in Mountain Brook
and lived there all his life. He was a lifetime Republican and was considered one of the pioneers
of the modern Republican Party in Alabama. After his tenure in the Alabama legislature, President
George H.W. Bush, who was Cabaniss’ lifetime friend, made him ambassador to the Czech Republic.

Dr. Annette Shelby passed away in July in Tuscaloosa at the age of 86. Dr. Shelby was the wife of
our iconic, retired U.S. Senator Richard Shelby. She was very accomplished in her own right. She
was a renowned educator. She was a distinguished, tenured Professor of Business at Georgetown
University, as well as the University of Alabama. She was an integral part of Senator Shelby’s
career, and a good many of the magnificent buildings on most of Alabama’s university campuses
bear both Richard and Annette Shelby’s names.

An Alabama political legend, Ann Bedsole, passed on December 1, at age 95 in Mobile. Bedsole
was the first Republican female elected to the Alabama House of Representatives and later the first
female elected to the Alabama State Senate. She was a fine lady and an outstanding legislator. Her
word was as good as gold.

We lost some good ones in 2025.
See you next year.
Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading political columnist. His weekly column appears in over 60

Alabama newspapers. He served 16 years in the state legislature. Steve may be reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.

35042.

Centreoille Press

PO. Box 127 » 32 Court Square West ¢ Centreville, Al 35042
Phone (205) 926-9769

Congress shall make no laws respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and fo petition the

Government for a redress or grievances.

Your Right To Read This Newspaper Is Protected By The First Amendment of the United States Constitution.
The Centreville Press (USPS #098-880) is published each
Friday by Bibb Community Media Inc., Centreville, AL

2026 Yearly Subscription Rates: $45.00 All Access + tax
Periodicals postage paid at Centreville, AL 35042.
POST MASTER: Send address changes to

Centreville Press, P.O. Box 127, Centreville, AL 35042

OUR GOAL: The Centreville Press is published proudly for the citizens of Bibb County and adjoining counties by Bibb
Community Media, Inc., Centreville, AL. Our Goal is to produce quality community-oriented newspapers that you, our readers,
are proud of. We will reach that goal through hard work, teamwork, loyalty and a strong dedication towards printing the truth.

OUR POLICIES: Signed letters to the editor welcomed. Please limit to 300 words and include address and phone number.
Liability for an error will not exceed the cost of space occupied by the error. Political endorsements will only be accepted through
paid advertisements. We cannot be responsible for return of pictures or material unless stamped, return addressed envelope is

THE STAFFE
David Dani€l........cccceeerenineienesesese e President
Thomas Michael Hobson ...........ccoccvvviiiiiinnins Editor
Lynn HamfiC........covvivniicinceecee e Reporter
Savanna Logan.......c.ccoeereeririenienine e Reporter
Candace JOhNSON .......ccoveieiiiniiieeeeeeeeae Reporter




January 2, 2026

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God

Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist

Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Branch  Baptist

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 /
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

{_.itttle Hope Primitive Bap-
is
Centreville 926-4236

Lowergtown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove
Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Missionary

Missionary

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-386

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553—97%3

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of
Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-

ecE )
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ec

Wgst Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church
Of Go

205-477-5468

River of Life Church of
God

o)
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of
God

O
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-

ness

Four Points 926-5565
Word of Faith Worship
Center

Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness

Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth

Church

646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Episcopal

Holiness

Trinity Spirit Holiness
Church

Centreville 926-4321
METHODIST

Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. < Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbgterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian

Church

Centreville 926-4409
SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST

First Brent Seventh Day
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

(S;cottsville Union Church
o. Rd.
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 ©~ Walnut Street -
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place
Church

24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God'’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-

er

M;rion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
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“Uis Go Gueel b sl e Feses”

On a picnic on a beautiful sun-
ny day on Long Island Sound
with her four-year-old daughter,
Lily, and her husband, William,
Louisa Stead could scarcely
imagine that her life was about
to be irrevocably changed for-
ever. While enjoying their pic-
nic, they all of a sudden heard
the frantic cries of a young boy.
Startled into action, they saw the
boy out in the water, drowning -
and without hesitation Mr. Stead
dove into the water to rescue
him. Devastatingly, his attempt
was unsuccessful, and they both
drowned in the waters. All the
while, Louisa and her daughter
watched helplessly through this
unexpected tragedy.

In the blink of an eye, Lousia
and Lily were on their own. A
widow with a child to support, the
next season of their life became
quite destitute as she struggled
to find a way to provide for them
both in her soul-deep grief. Ever
relying on the Lord and her faith,
God provided time and time
again, and they made it through.
It is recorded that for several
years following, money for food
for them was scarce — but the
Lord provided their every need.
On the day that she penned

the hymn “Tis So Sweet to

Trust in Jesus,” it began like any

other — but sometime throughout
the day she heard a knock on
the door. When she went to see
who it was, no one was there
— instead, she found a small
package on her doorstep with
food and money, but no name
to show who it was from. That
same day, she wrote the words:
“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
just to take Him at His word.”
Trusting in the Lord to provide
for your every need may sound
easy in theory, as He is the om-
nipotent God of all — but putting
that trust into practice in your
daily life can be both difficult and
terrifying. All throughout history,
God has proven over and over
just how He cares for His chil-
dren by providing needs both
great and small. With the Israel-
ites wandering the desert for 40
years, he provided daily manna
from heaven (Exodus 16), and
He shut the mouths of the lions
when Daniel was thrown in the
lions’ den (Daniel 6). Can you
think of how the Lord has pro-
vided for you across your life? |
can assure you, He’s provided
for you in ways that you’ll never
even realize, ways you didn'’t
even know you needed. Even
in the unseen, may we always
‘rest upon His promise, just to
know, ‘Thus saith the Lord!”
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

SELLING a RV,
Tractor or Golf Cart?
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region
in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1
million readers each
week! Run your ad
in our Classified Net-
work for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspa-
per (participating
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise
statewide!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and
shower systems at
AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Call Now!
1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION: A small
amount of water can
lead to major damage
in your home. Our
trusted professionals
dry out the wet area
and do repairs to

protect your family
and your home’s val-
ue! If you have water
in your home that
needs to be dried,
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy
three step process:
Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellular
- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term
contract, no hidden
fees and activation
is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk
and text, starting at
just $20/month. For
more information,
call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXY-

GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-

N HELP
AGAINST

journalism.

in the coming year.

* Pulse Research, October 2019

The Alabama Press
Association proudly salutes
our newspapers for their
commitment to community

Newspapers, such as this one, are the
cornerstone of an open and transparent
government, and the #1 source of local
news and information.”

We wish you continued success

ygen Therapy That
Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators.

FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99!

100%  guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE
Omaha Steaks
Wines. 12 world

class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY
$79.99 (plus s/h.)
Save $160! 12 new
wine selections plus
a FREE $25 Oma-
ha Steaks E-reward
card every three
months. Cancel any-
time. 100% guaran-
tee! Call 1-888-536-
6102 and mention
code AGJF002 or vis-
it www.GetOSWine.
com/sip364

When you want the

best, you want Oma-
ha Steaks! 100%

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

guaranteed and de-
livered to your door!
Our Butcher’s De-
luxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Smash Burg-
ers ONLY $89.99.
Call 1-866-487-1716
and mention code
79797NYH or Vvisit
www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe2828

AFFORDABLE TV
& INTERNET. If you
are overpaying for
your service, call
now for a free quote
and see how much
you can save! 1-833-
641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Call
today to schedule a
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today!
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning
out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is
the most advanced
gutter protection for
your home, backed
by a no-clog guar-

antee and lifetime
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today

1-833-683-2005 to
schedule a FREE in-

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214

dhr.alabama.gov/AFC
O 0]
T

spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors
and military save an
additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see
representative for
warranty and offer
details

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-877-323-5516  to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator. It’s
a power move.

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus
procedures. Real
dental insurance -
NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all
the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Replace your roof

with the best looking
and longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to
50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANT-
ED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRI-
OTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find
work or start their
own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car,
truck, boat, RV and
more to support our
veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive
a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-877-724-
3049 today!

ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE!

Make 2 HUGE SPLASH

STATEWIDE or target your ad
REGICHIALY for the most cost
effertive media bay amparhers!

Statewide ade appear in over
100 HEWSPAPERS, reaching
1 MILLICEY READERS each week!

DISPLAY ADS START AT #400
{2x2 digplay ad in 1 region)

CLASSIFIED ADS START AT $99
{25 weord line ad in 1 region)

CALL THIS NEWEPAPER'S
AD DEPARTMENT TO
PLACEYOUR AD OR
CALL 1-500-264-7043 www alshamapress org
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NEWS - A LOOK BACK AT 1976

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year, West Alabama.

This season reminds us that the heart of every hometown glows through its people.

The ones who lend a hand, give their time, and show kindness in ways big and small. At

West Alabama Bank, we’re grateful for the light you bring to our community and wish
you a Christmas and New Year filled with peace, joy, and connection.

Holiday Hours
Christmas Eve: 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Christmas Day: CLOSED
Friday, December 26: 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM
New Years Eve: 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM
New Years Day: CLOSED

kY
West Alabama Bank

..... Momber FOIC 1t's your bank wab.bank
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

The spirit of kind-
ness continues to
shine in Bibb County
as BLOCton Sports
Grill announces the
December winner of
its Love Your Neigh-
bor campaign — Glenn
Johnson!

Each month, the
Love Your Neighbor
campaign  highlights
individuals who make
a positive difference in
the community, wheth-
er through quiet acts
of kindness, generos-
ity, or simply showing
up for others. Decem-
ber’s recognition is
especially meaningful
as it comes during a
season centered on
giving, gratitude, and
togetherness.

As the December
honoree, Glenn John-
son is being treated
to a free pizza from

BLOCton Sports Girill,
a small but heartfelt
way to say thank you
for helping make our
community a better

place.
The Love Your
Neighbor  campaign

continues to remind us
that kindness doesn’t
have to be grand to
be impactful. A smile,
a helping hand, or a
thoughtful gesture can
go a long way — and
BLOCton Sports Grill
is proud to celebrate
those who lead with
heart.

Congratulations,
Glenn, and thank you
for being a bright spot
in our community!

To learn more about
upcoming Love Your
Neighbor recognitions
or how you can nomi-
nate someone, follow
BLOCton Sports Grill
on social media and
stay tuned for future
announcements.

January 2, 2026
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