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Arctic Air Arrives After the Weekend: What to Expect 
and How to Prepare for the Coming Freeze

After several days of 
gloomy skies, Alabama 
is finally seeing clearer 
mornings and brighter 
weather. Meteorolo-
gist James Spann re-
ports that clouds have 
thinned across most 
of the state, making 
way for sunshine and 
afternoon highs in the 
50s. The remainder of 
the week is expected 
to stay dry and sea-
sonable, with northern 
counties reaching the 
50s and the southern 
half warming into the 
60s today and Friday. 
Morning temperatures 
will continue to dip 
into the 30s, bringing a 
crisp start to each day 
without extreme cold.

Earlier this week, 
long-range models 
hinted at a sharp surge 
of arctic air arriving this 
weekend, raising con-
cerns about a sudden 
drop into bitter tem-
peratures. Spann now 
notes that these mod-

els have backed away 
from that initial predic-
tion. Instead, the cold-
est air is expected to 
hold off until late Sun-
day night into Monday, 
and even then, the 
core of the arctic out-
break should remain 
positioned north of Ala-
bama. As a result, Sat-
urday and Sunday will 
feel more like a typical 
December weekend. 
Cloud cover will likely 
dominate both days, 
and northern por-
tions of the state may 
see pockets of light 
rain Sunday ahead 
of the incoming front. 
Once the front moves 
through, temperatures 
will fall quickly, with 
most areas dropping 
into the upper 20s to 
low 30s by Monday 
morning under clear-
ing skies. Earlier pre-
dictions of teens for 
North Alabama now 
appear unlikely. Dry 
weather is expected 
to return early next 
week, though rain may 
make a comeback by 

Wednesday night or 
Thursday.

With colder morn-
ings just a few days 
away, now is an ideal 
time for Alabamians to 
prepare their homes 
for the first meaning-
ful freeze of the sea-
son. Ensuring proper 
insulation throughout 
the house can signifi-
cantly improve warmth 
retention; checking at-
tics, walls, and crawl 
spaces and reinforc-
ing insulation where 
needed can help con-
serve heat and lower 
energy costs. Sealing 

gaps around windows, 
doors, and vents with 
w e a t h e r s t r i p p i n g , 
caulk, or foam insula-
tion will also keep cold 
drafts at bay.

Homeowners should 
take time to make 
sure their heating sys-
tems are in top shape. 
Scheduling a profes-
sional inspection, re-
placing air filters reg-
ularly, and considering 
the installation of a 
programmable ther-
mostat can improve 
both efficiency and 
comfort. Protecting 
plumbing is especially 

important during freez-
ing conditions. Wrap-
ping exposed pipes in 
insulation or heating 
tape, particularly in un-
heated areas such as 
basements, garages, 
and attics, can prevent 
costly damage. During 
especially cold nights, 
allowing faucets to 
drip slightly can keep 
water moving and re-
duce the risk of pipes 
freezing.

Outdoor prepara-
tion is just as essen-
tial. Cleaning gutters 
and downspouts helps 
prevent ice dams and 
water backup, while 
trimming tree branch-
es near the home re-
duces the likelihood of 
storm-related damage 
if heavy snow or ice 
accumulates. Families 
should also prepare a 
basic emergency kit 
with flashlights, batter-
ies, blankets, non-per-
ishable food, water, 
and first aid supplies 
in case of power out-
ages. Those who own 
generators should 

check them ahead 
of time and always 
operate them safely 
outdoors and away 
from windows. For 
homes with fireplac-
es or wood-burning 
stoves, a profession-
al chimney inspection 
and cleaning ensures 
proper ventilation and 
reduces fire risk. Final-
ly, disconnecting gar-
den hoses, turning off 
outdoor faucets, and 
making sure snow re-
moval tools are acces-
sible will help prevent 
outdoor damage as 
temperatures fall.

Preparing your 
home for winter 
weather is one of the 
simplest ways to pro-
tect your property and 
keep your household 
comfortable and safe. 
With arctic air now ex-
pected to arrive after 
the weekend rather 
than during it, resi-
dents have a welcome 
window of time to get 
ready before the cold-
est mornings of the 
season so far settle in.

Holiday Mail Delays Expected as USPS Struggles Nationwide

It’s no secret that 
frustration with the 
United States Post-
al Service has been 
steadily growing. 
Across the country, 
and here at home, 
residents have expe-
rienced an increas-
ing number of issues 
ranging from delayed 
delivery to missing 
mail altogether. Lost 
packages, inconsis-
tent delivery times, 
and long wait periods 
for essential items 
have become far more 
common over the past 
year, leaving many 
people understand-
ably discouraged and 
searching for answers.

As we enter the busy 
holiday season, these 
existing challenges 
are expected to inten-
sify. Mail volume al-
ways rises significant-
ly in December, and 
USPS is once again 
preparing for a surge 
in letters, gifts, and on-
line orders. With an al-
ready strained system, 
the seasonal influx 
of mail will likely lead 
to further congestion, 
slower delivery times, 
and additional delays. 
Community members 
are encouraged to re-
main patient and plan 
ahead whenever pos-
sible – sending pack-

ages early, monitoring 
tracking updates, and 
understanding that 
mail carriers are work-
ing under extreme 
pressure.

Local carriers, in-
cluding those brought 
in from outside coun-
ties to help meet de-
mand, are doing ev-
erything they can to 
keep routes moving. 
One of the most help-
ful ways residents can 
support them is by 
ensuring that mailbox-
es are easy to locate 
and clearly marked. A 
mailbox with a visible, 
legible house number 
significantly speeds up 
delivery and reduces 
the risk of misdeliv-
ered items. In rural ar-
eas especially, unclear 
or unmarked mailbox-
es can cause substan-
tial setbacks for carri-
ers who are unfamiliar 
with the route.

Another crucial step 
residents can take is 
securing large animals 
– particularly dogs – 
during typical delivery 
hours. Many carriers 
have reported hesitan-
cy to exit their vehicles 
when dogs are loose 
on the property, which 
can lead to skipped 
deliveries or delayed 
attempts. Ensuring

that pets are safely 
contained helps car-
riers feel secure and 

allows them to deliv-
er mail efficiently and 
confidently.

It’s important to re-
member that these 
problems extend far 
beyond Bibb County. 
Communities nation-
wide are experienc-
ing the same delays, 
the same frustrations, 
and the same strain 
on a system that is 
struggling to keep up. 
While it is natural to 
feel annoyed or incon-
venienced, directing 
anger toward individu-
al carriers, who are do-

ing their best under im-
mense workload and 
pressure, only adds to 
their challenges.

The root of the issue 
is not the people de-
livering the mail, but 
a postal system that 
has been hampered 
for years by restrictive 
policies, insufficient 
funding, workforce 
shortages, and an ev-
er-expanding modern 
demand that it has 
not been adequately 
equipped to handle.

As the holidays ap-
proach, a little pa-

tience and cooper-
ation can go a long 
way. Preparing ahead, 
keeping mailboxes ac-
cessible, and ensuring 
carriers can deliver 
safely will help smooth 
out an already diffi-
cult season for every-
one involved. And as 
frustrations arise, it’s 
worth remembering 
that the carriers in our 
communities are work-
ing tirelessly to ensure 
every package and let-
ter gets where it needs 
to go – even when the 
system itself is falling 

short.
In moments like 

these, grace truly mat-
ters. A simple wave, 
a word of thanks, or 
a small gesture of 
kindness can make a 
meaningful difference 
to the carriers navigat-
ing these challenges 
every day. Supporting 
them not only strength-
ens our community, 
but also reminds us 
that we’re all doing our 
best together.



Page 2 | Centreville Press	 December 12, 2025

NEWS

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

Bibb County 4-H 
Announces Spring Talent 

Showcase Reschedule 
and Opens Registration for 2026 Shelby/

Bibb County Livestock Show

Bibb County 4-H is 
kicking off the new year 
with exciting updates 
for youth and fami-
lies across the region, 
including the official 
rescheduling of their 
Competitive Events 
Talent Showcase and 
the opening of regis-
tration for the highly 
anticipated 2026 Shel-
by/Bibb County Live-
stock Show.

The previously 
scheduled December 
2025 Talent Showcase 
at Centreville Middle 
School will now shift 
to Spring 2026, giving 
participants and par-
ents more time to pre-
pare. The Bibb County 
4-H team shared that 
this new timeline will 
allow them to better 
equip families with the 
resources and guid-
ance they need to step 

confidently into com-
petition. More informa-
tion, including interest 
meeting dates and 
spring event details, 
will be released soon, 
so participants are en-
couraged to keep an 
eye on updates from 
the county office.

In addition to the 
spring showcase, Bibb 
County 4-H is thrilled 
to welcome youth 
from across Alabama 
to the 2026 Shelby/
Bibb County Livestock 
Show, happening Feb-
ruary 13–14 at the 
Shelby County Exhibi-
tion Center in Colum-
biana. Registration 
is now open through 
January 15 on 4-H On-
line (www.v2.4honline.
com). Youth ages 
9–18 are invited to 
participate in livestock 
showing events, while 
ages 5–18 may take 
part in passive events. 

The show offers young
people the opportu-

nity to build responsi-
bility, confidence, and 
hands-on agricultural 
experience in a sup-
portive, community-
driven environment.

Parents and par-
ticipants with ques-
tions are encouraged 
to reach out to Bibb 
County 4-H Agent 
Holly Hall at 205-928-
2981 or by email at 
hah0056@auburn .
edu.

With a busy and ex-
citing season ahead, 
Bibb County 4-H con-
tinues its mission of 
offering meaningful 
opportunities for youth 
to learn, create, com-
pete, and grow. More 
updates will be shared 
soon as preparations 
for the spring Talent 
Showcase and Feb-
ruary livestock show 
move forward.

TUSCALOOSA, AL 
– Theatre Tuscaloosa 
welcomes the holiday 
season with “Scrooge! 
The Musical” with 
book, lyrics, and mu-
sic by Leslie Bricusse 
on Dec. 12 - 21 in the 
Bean-Brown Theatre 
on the Martin Cam-
pus of Shelton State 
Community College 
(9500 Old Greensboro 
Road).

Based on “A Christ-
mas Carol” by Charles 
Dickens, “Scrooge! 
The Musical” is closely 
adapted from the mu-
sic and screenplay of 
the 1970 musical film 
“Scrooge” starring Al-
bert Finney. Bricusse 
was nominated for 
an Academy Award 
for the song score he 
wrote for the film, and 
most of those songs 
were carried over 
to the musical. This 
musical brings the 
warmth of the holidays 
and the true meaning 
of home to audiences 
as Scrooge learns to 
open his heart and 
embrace the spirit of 
community.

The cast includes 
returning Theatre 
Tuscaloosa actors 
Donald Falls II, Lilly 
Grantham, Melissa 
Grantham, Mac Hack-
ney, Joseph Hardin, 
Jim Merrell, Molly 
Page, Logan Spradley, 
Jeff Terrell, and She-
nika Williams. New to 
Theatre Tuscaloosa 
are performers Yeanu 
Akpom, Mayleigh Bea-
vers, Korrie Brown, 
Shirey Brown, Ambria 
Clark, Avie Doxey, 
Corrine Doxey, Molly 
Doxey, Michael Green, 
Jr., Harper Lawrence, 
Andrew Ingram, Lizzie 
Lulue, William Mc-
Cool, Avery McIver, 
Anna Grace Robbins, 
Angela Stamps, Ben 
Stamps, and Elana 
Woodall. They are 
joined by All-Star Cast 
members George 

Thagard and Charles 
Prosser. 

“I have always want-
ed to direct an ad-
aptation of ‘A Christ-
mas Carol,’ and I'm 
so glad that Theatre 
Tuscaloosa chose 
‘Scrooge! The Musi-
cal.’ Leslie Bricusse's 
music has become 
part of the holiday can-
on,” Director Matt Da-
vis said. “It's a treat to 
direct artists from the 
Tuscaloosa communi-
ty, and the entire pro-
duction staff and cast 
have been a dream to 
work with. It's October, 
and I'm already feeling 
festive. There's a cer-
tain joy when you work 
on a holiday show, and 
that joy really radiates 
out to the audience. 
I'm extremely excited 
to share that feeling 
with the community 
here."

Davis, head of direct-
ing and stage manage-
ment at The University 
of Alabama, leads this 
production as director. 
He is joined by Jenni-
fer Gish Guffin, stage 
manager; Nicholas 
Vasilios Pappas, mu-
sical director; Micah 
Courtland, choreogra-
pher; Brad Caleb Lee, 
scenic designer; Mat-
thew Reynolds, light-
ing designer; Jeanette 
Waterman, costume 
designer; and Jona-
than Proctor, sound 
designer. 

“We are thrilled 
to bring this classic 
‘Christmas Carol’ story 
back to our stage in a 
new musical format,” 
Theatre Tuscaloosa 
Managing Direc-
tor Adam Miller said. 
“Most of our produc-
tion team is new to the 
Theatre Tuscaloosa 
artistic family, so we 
are excited to see how 
this show comes to 
life!”

Performance dates 
are as follows: Friday 
and Saturday, Dec. 

12 - 13 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday and Wednes-
day Dec. 14 and 17 
at 2 p.m.; Thursday 
and Friday Dec. 18 - 
19 at 7:30 p.m.; and 
Saturday and Sunday 
Dec. 20 - 21 at 2 p.m. 
A pay-what-you-can 
preview performance 
will be presented on 
Thursday Dec. 11 at 
7:30 p.m. “Scrooge! 
The Musical,” will 
be presented in the 
Bean-Brown Theatre 
at the Martin Campus 
of Shelton State Com-
munity College. 

Tickets for “Scrooge! 
The Musical” are on 
sale now. Prices are 
$26 for adults, $22 for 
seniors, members of 
the military, and Shel-
ton State Community 
College (SSCC) em-
ployees, $18 for stu-
dents, children, and 
groups of 10 or more, 
and $10 for SSCC stu-
dents. This play is ap-
propriate for all ages. 

Theatre Tuscaloo-
sa’s 2025-26 season 
is presented in part-
nership with Shel-
ton State Community 
College and is spon-
sored by BankFirst, 
the Alabama State 
Council on the Arts, 
the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the 
City of Tuscaloosa, 
WVUA23, and signa-
ture sponsor Claire 
Friday. “Scrooge! The 
Musical” is sponsored 
by Mercedes Benz US 
International, Bryant 
Bank, Capstone Vil-
lage, The Arts Coun-
cil of Tuscaloosa, 
and Signature Spon-
sors Dianne & Bill 
Teague. The 2025-26 
radio sponsor is Town-
square Media, and the 
billboard sponsor is 
Lamar Outdoor.

More details are 
available at www.
theatretusc.com or 
205.391.2277.

Theatre Tuscaloosa Spreads 
Holiday Cheer with “Scrooge! 
The Musical” This December

Foreground: James Merrell (left) as "Scrooge" and William McCool as 
"Tiny Tim." Background from left: Molly Page, Avie Doxey, Molly Dox-
ey, Ben Stamps, and Mac Hackney, III. Theatre Tuscaloosa presents 
"Scrooge! The Musical" Dec. 12-21, 2025, in the Bean-Brown Theatre at 
Shelton State. Details at theatretusc.com. Photo by Porfirio Solórzano.
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By Brenda Hubbard

Bibb County News From 50 Years Ago
From the Archives of the Centreville Press

The Annual Brent-
Centreville Christmas 
Parade will be on Fri-
day, December 12, 
2025 at 6:00 P.M.  It 
will begin in Brent and 
then on to Centreville.

Recently, Charlotte 
Lovelady West had 
an early dinner with 
friend, Debra Rust.  
They ate at Big Whis-
key in Alabaster and 
had a great time as 
they always do with a 
longtime friend.

Cheri Deason has 
returned home to 
Houston, Texas after 
spending the Thanks-
giving Holidays with 
her parents, Charles 
and Anne Deason and 
sister, Lori Deason.  
While here, they cel-
ebrated Charles’ birth-
day.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several that 
have birthdays in De-
cember: Grace Cohn, 
Teresa Bamberg, 
Norma Lawley, Jasper 
Lightsey, Pat Cunning-
ham, Jackie Horton, 
Carey Lynn Cotting-
ham, Eleanor Hallman 
and Sharon Mitchell.

Charlotte West spent 
Thanksgiving Day with 
Paul and Hilary Perry 
and family and Mallie 

Kate returned home 
with Charlotte for the 
night.  On Friday, they 
enjoyed Black Friday 
shopping in Centreville 
and Tuscaloosa.  After 
that, they travelled to 
Hoover to meet the 
family for Mallie Kate’s 
14th birthday at Long-
horn’s where they had 
dinner.  All had a fun 
evening.

Those joining Larry 
and Vicki Speights 
for Thanksgiving Day 
and a large meal were 
children and grand-
children, Jim and 
Laura Blumenfeld and 
Lily, Casey and Stacy 
Brewer, Phoenix  and 
Jonah, also Angie Re-
ece and family.  Stop-
ping by on Friday were 
Laura Blumenfeld and 
children, Liam and Lily.

Anniversary wishes 
go out to Glenn and 
Debbie Grammer who 
recently celebrated 
their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary.

The annual West 
Blocton Christmas Pa-
rade will be held on 
Saturday, December 
13, 2025.

If you have news, 
call it in at 205-316-
1181.  Take Care – 
God Bless.
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APA Journalism 
Foundation 

responds to UA 
suspending 
publications

The Alabama Press 
Association Journal-
ism Foundation is 
stunned by the recent 
decision by the Univer-
sity of Alabama to sus-
pend the publication 
of two student maga-
zines, citing that these 
publications were not 
in compliance with 
federal regulations 
of DEI initiatives and 
may be in violation of 
federal antidiscrimina-
tion laws.

The two magazines 
are Nineteen Fifty-Six, 
a publication focus-
ing primarily on black 
students, and Alice, a 
magazine focusing on 
women’s issues.

The recent actions 
by the university’s 
leaders is a complete 
failure to act in the 
best interests of its 
students. 

As an organiza-
tion rooted in the First 

Amendment, the APA 
Journalism Founda-
tion finds these ac-
tions contrary to the 
principles of the Con-
stitution of our country. 

These actions tell 
the students that you 
are not important, your 
voice doesn’t matter, 
and you cannot make 
a difference, so don’t 
even try. 

The world needs 
more journalists, and 
those journalists must 
come from all walks of 
life with all sorts of ex-
periences. 

Silencing any voice 
is unacceptable and 
un-American. It is 
even more so when it 
is done by a public uni-
versity. 

Change often starts 
with a whisper, and we 
hope the university will 
reconsider this action 
and allow these publi-
cations to continue.

Alabama faith leaders 
call on congressional 
delegation to extend 

health care tax credits
Dozens of pastors and faith leaders urge swift congressional action 

as premiums set to spike for nearly 500,000 Alabamians

M O N T G O M E R Y, 
Ala. – Faith leaders 
from across Alabama 
have released a joint 
letter calling on the 
state’s congressio-
nal delegation to im-
mediately extend the 
enhanced Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) premi-
um tax credits before 
they expire on Dec. 31. 
The letter, organized 
by the Cover Alabama 
coalition, warns that 
failure to act will re-
sult in catastrophic 
premium increases 
and widespread loss 
of health coverage for 
Alabama families.

Nearly 500,000 Ala-
bamians enrolled in 
ACA marketplace cov-
erage for 2025, the 
highest in state histo-
ry. As families choose 
their 2026 coverage 
options right now, faith 
leaders say Congress 
must provide certainty 
and safeguard the 
health of their congre-
gations and communi-
ties.

“Our faith traditions 
teach us that every 
human life is sacred 
and that caring for the 
sick and vulnerable is 
a moral obligation,” 
the letter states. “Ac-
cess to health care is 
not a privilege for the 
wealthy. It is a matter 
of justice and human 
dignity.”

If Congress allows 
the enhanced tax 
credits to lapse, pre-
miums in Alabama are 
projected to rise by an 
average of 93% ac-
cording to KFF. An es-
timated 130,000 Ala-
bamians will lose their 

coverage entirely be-
cause they will no lon-
ger be able to afford it. 
A 60-year-old couple 
earning $85,000 a 
year, the letter notes, 
would see their month-
ly premium skyrocket 
from about $600 to 
more than $2,600.

“These are our 
neighbors, church 
members, elders, 
young parents and 
people living with 
chronic health condi-
tions,” the letter states. 
“Losing coverage will 
force them into impos-
sible choices between 
paying medical bills, 
putting food on the 
table or keeping a roof 
overhead.”

Faith leaders em-
phasize that this is not 
a partisan issue but 
a moral one. Eighty-
seven faith leaders 
urge Alabama’s con-
gressional delegation 
to act quickly and col-
laboratively to protect 
the people they were 
elected to serve.

“Allowing these en-
hanced tax credits to 
expire, knowing the 
harm it will cause, 
would be a profound 
moral failure,” the let-
ter says. “We urge 
you to act now. Per-
manently extend the 
enhanced ACA pre-
mium tax credits so 
Alabama families can 
continue to access the 
care they need to live 
healthy and dignified 
lives.”

The full letter sent 
to the Alabama con-
gressional delegation 
appears below. Inter-
views available upon 

request. 
________________

_________________
_______

Letter to Alabama 
congressional delega-
tion

Honorable Members 
of the Alabama Con-
gressional Delegation,

We, the undersigned 
pastors and faith 
leaders from across 
Alabama, write with 
urgency to ask you 
to protect the health 
and well-being of our 
congregations. Near-
ly 500,000 Alabam-
ians enrolled in Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) 
health plans in 2025, 
more than any pre-
vious year. As fami-
lies across our state 
are making decisions 
about their 2026 cov-
erage right now, Con-
gress must act quickly 
to pass a bipartisan bill 
that extends the en-
hanced ACA premium 
tax credits before the 
December recess.

Our faith traditions 
teach us that every 
human life is sacred 
and that caring for the 
sick and vulnerable is 
a moral obligation. Ac-
cess to health care is 
not a privilege for the 
wealthy. It is a mat-
ter of justice and hu-
man dignity. Families 
in our congregations 
and communities are 
already stretched thin. 
They cannot bear ad-
ditional financial bur-
dens simply to ac-
cess essential medical 
care.

Without action from 
Congress, the impact 
in Alabama will be se-

vere. Premiums are 
projected to increase 
by an average of 93 
percent for Alabam-
ians. As a result, an 
estimated 130,000 
Alabamians will lose 
their health coverage 
in 2026 because they 
will no longer be able 
to afford it. For exam-
ple, a 60-year-old cou-
ple making $85,000 
per year would see 
their monthly premium 
increase from about 
$600 per month to 
more than $2,600 per 
month.

These are our neigh-
bors, church members, 
elders, young parents 
and people living with 
chronic health condi-
tions. Losing coverage 
will force them into im-
possible choices be-
tween paying medical 
bills, putting food on 
the table or keeping a 
roof overhead.

As elected leaders, 
you have a responsi-
bility to promote the 
common good and 
protect the people 
of Alabama. Allow-
ing these enhanced 
tax credits to expire, 
knowing the harm it 
will cause to fami-
lies across our state, 
would be a profound 
moral failure.

We urge you to act 
now. Permanently ex-
tend the enhanced 
ACA premium tax 
credits to ensure that 
Alabama families can 
continue to access the 
care they need to live 
healthy and dignified 
lives.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-
0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-
1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist 
Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 
759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Bap-
tist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary 
Baptist

Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-
4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of 
Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of 
Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Proph-
ecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Proph-
ecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church 
Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of 
God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of 
God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holi-
ness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship 
Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holi-
ness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness 
Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness 
Church 
Centreville 926-4321
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Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Method-
ist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Meth-
odist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVEN-
TIST
First Brent Seventh Day 
Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place 
Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberg-
er)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

“I need thee every 
hour” – since these lyr-
ics were written by An-
nie Sherwood Hawks, 
they have become a 
constant refrain in the 
hearts and minds of 
many across genera-
tions. Such a simple 
but powerful plea 
perpetuates across 
time when people find 
themselves needing to 
be near to the Savior, 
whether it be “in joy or 
in pain.” 

Hawks, the author of 
the hymn “I Need Thee 
Every Hour”, wrote 
over 400 hymns in her 
lifetime. Born in 1835, 
she remained a prolific 
writer until her death in 
1918. Having a love for 
writing poetry even at 
a very young age, her 
poems were published 
in local newspapers 
near her hometown 
of Hoosick, New York. 
After marrying Charles 
Hawks, they moved to 
Brooklyn where she 
met a pastor named 
Robert S. Lowery at 
Hanson Place Baptist 
Church. Already an ac-
complished composer 
(writing a mix of music 
and lyrics to around 
500 gospel songs in 
his lifetime), when 
Lowery heard some of 
the words Hawks had 
written, he loved them 
so much that he of-
fered to write music to 
accompany her lyrics. 

A mother to three 

children, the lyrics of 
“I Need Thee Every 
Hour” came to Hawks 
on an ordinary day of 
taking care of her chil-
dren and home around 
April of the year 1872. 
Later after penning the 
hymn, Hawks wrote: 
“I remember well the 
morning when in the 
midst of the daily cares 
of my home, I was so 
filled with the sense 
of the nearness of the 
Master, that wonder-
ing how one could 
live without him either 
in joy or pain, these 
words ‘I Need Thee 
Every Hour’ were ush-
ered into my mind. 
The hymn was wafted 
out to the world on the 
wings of love and joy, 
rather than under the 
stress of great person-
al sorrow. It was not 
until long years after 
when the shadow of a 
great loss fell over my 
way that I understood 
something of the com-
forting in the words I 
have been permitted 
to write.”

When originally pub-
lished in the year 1873, 
the Bible verse John 
15:5 was included 
underneath the title: 
“Without me ye can do 
nothing.” This hymn 
worshipfully reveres 
a deep dependance 
on the Lord with each 
stanza dwelling on a 
different facet of how 
dearly we need our 

Savior: our need for 
the peace only He can 
provide; our need for 
help in resisting temp-
tation alone; our need 
to find the true mean-
ing of life; our desire 
to see the promises of 
God fulfilled; and how 
dearly we need His 
presence in our lives. 

“I need Thee, O I 
need Thee; every hour 
I need Thee. O bless 
me now, my Savior – 
I come to Thee.” The 
depth of the dependen-
cy on the Lord through 
these simple words in 
the refrain of this hymn 
have carried many 
a person throughout 
some of the hardest 
times and hottest fires 
that an earthly life in-
evitably issues. But 
as our omniscient and 
omnipotent Almighty 
knows what we need 
before we ever even 
think to ask him (Mat-
thew 6:8), He will both 
provide what we need 
and sustain us through 
every hardship we 
may ever face. Just as 
God gifted Hawks with 
the lyrics to “I Need 
Thee Every Hour” be-
fore her heart truly 
needed them, the Lord 
will also preemptively 
provide the peace we 
need to rejoice in the 
highs and to draw ever 
nearer to Him in the 
lows if we invite Him to 
do so in every facet of 
our fragile lives. 

1975
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SERVICES	

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and 
shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Call Now! 
1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage 
in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to 

protect your family 
and your home’s val-
ue! If you have water 
in your home that 
needs to be dried, 
Call 24/7:  1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code 
of service location 
ready when you call! 

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 
three step process: 
Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden 
fees and activation 
is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk 
and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-

ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

Omaha Steaks 
Wines. 12 world 
class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY 
$79.99 (plus s/h.) 
Save $160! 12 new 
wine selections plus 
a FREE $25 Oma-
ha Steaks E-reward 
card every three 
months. Cancel any-
time. 100% guaran-
tee! Call 1-888-536-
6102 and mention 
code AGJF002 or vis-
it www.GetOSWine.
com/sip364

When you want the 
best, you want Oma-
ha Steaks! 100% 

guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! 
Our Butcher’s De-
luxe Package comes 
with 8 FREE Omaha 
Steaks Smash Burg-
ers ONLY $89.99.  
Call 1-866-487-1716 
and mention code 
79797NYH or visit 
www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe2828

AFFORDABLE TV 
& INTERNET. If you 
are overpaying for 
your service, call 
now for a free quote 
and see how much 
you can save! 1-833-
641-6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a 
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection for 
your home, backed 
by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime 
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 
1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE in-

spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an 
additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for 
warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s 
a power move.

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real 
dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all 
the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Replace your roof 

with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and 
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANT-
ED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRI-
OTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find 
work or start their 
own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-877-724-
3049 today!
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NEWS
Six Mile Cabin’s Pioneer Roots

We previously 
delved into the histori-
cal Six Mile log cabin 
now owned by the 
Weaver Family and 
located along U.S. 
Highway 25 in the Six 
Mile community. Now 
we continue to explore 
the important history 
and background of 
the original owners, 
the Clabaugh family, 
and their roots. Bibb 
County is known for its 
historical significance, 
with its rich history be-
ginning in 1818 and Al-
abama entered State-
hood. Bibb County 
made history, being 
known as a major pro-
ducer of iron and coal, 
and being named af-
ter Alabama’s first 
governor. Something 
that you may not have 
known about the ar-
ea’s pioneers are their 
ties to Former U.S. 
Presidents and histori-
cal wars and battles.

John Clabaugh was 
a member of the Cla-
baugh family, whose 
family migrated to Ala-
bama from East Ten-
nessee, and finally to 
Texas. The early 19th 
century was a time 
of great change and 
national expansion 
for the country. Dur-
ing the War of 1812, 
tensions escalated 
between the United 
States and Great Brit-
ain. Because of this, 
General Andrew Jack-
son called upon volun-
teers from Tennessee, 

which gave the state 
its current nickname: 
“The Volunteer State.” 
Among these volun-
teers was John Cla-
baugh. 

Clabaugh left his 
family to enlist as a 
private in Captain 
John Roper’s Com-
pany, Colonel William 
Lillard’s 2nd Regiment 
of the East Tennes-
see Volunteers. Under 
General Andrew Jack-
son, Clabaugh fought 
against the Creek Na-
tion in the infamous 
Battles of Talladega 
and Horseshoe Bend. 
After being discharged 
on Feb. 8, 1814, John 
returned safely to his 
Tennessee family with 
new experiences and 
ready to take advan-
tage of the newly ob-
tained territory. 

John Clabaugh 
and his wife Eliza-
beth embarked on a 
migration with Eliza-
beth’s extended fam-
ily. From there, they 
likely moved along 
the Tennessee River 
then to the Alabama 
wilderness, and fi-
nally settled in Bibb 
County, Alabama. This 
migration made them 
among Bibb County’s 
first pioneer families.

Once settled, Cla-
baugh quickly became 
active in civic life. As 
a constable, he main-
tained law and order 
in a county still shap-
ing its governance. 
He helped manage 
elections and oversaw 
road maintenance in 

his militia district, en-
suring that vital infra-
structure kept pace 
with the needs of a 
growing population. In 
religious life, the fam-
ily was connected to 
Cahaba Valley Baptist 
Church in Brierfield, 
a congregation that 
remains active today. 
Clabaugh quickly be-
came involved in re-
ligious life as well, 
establishing himself 
within the Cahaba Val-
ley Baptist Church, 
which still stands in 
Brierfield. 

John Clabaugh es-
tablished a farm locat-
ed at Six Mile Creek, 
which provided vital 
resources such as fer-
tile land, crops, and 
access to water. It was 
also a source for local 
trade, which further 
helped contribute to 
the county’s economy. 
John’s farm on Six Mile 
Creek provided fertile 
land, water access, 
and a base for both 
family sustenance and 
local trade. In the ag-
ricultural economy of 
the 1800s, such farms 
were essential to com-
munity survival and 
economic growth. To-
day, his contributions 
are preserved in the 
historical record and 
in the ongoing reha-
bilitation of landmarks 
like the Weaver Cabin, 
reminders of the fami-
lies who helped shape 
Bibb County’s identity.

Built in the 1800s, 
the Six Mile log cabin 
is a rare surviving ex-

BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

ample of early settler 
craftsmanship. The 
cabin’s preservation 
links directly to the pi-
oneer era when fami-
lies like the Clabaughs 
cleared land, built 
homes, and estab-
lished farms along Six 
Mile Creek. Rehabilita-
tion efforts honor that 
history while providing 
a tangible connection 
for future generations.

As Bibb County 
continued to grow, 

its developing com-
munities eventually 
needed more than 
farms, churches, and 
hand-built roads; they 
needed the financial 
structure to support 
expanding commerce. 
The Clabaugh family’s 
influence extended 
into this next chap-
ter as well. Historical 
records indicate that 
members of the fam-
ily were connected to 
the formation of the 
Real Estate Banking 

Company in Selma, 
reflecting their role in 
the broader economic 
growth of central Ala-
bama. This involve-
ment shows how early 
settlers like the Cla-
baughs helped shape 
not only the civic and 
religious foundations 
of Bibb County but also 
the emerging financial 
networks that would 
later support towns 
such as Centreville, 
Brent, and the wider 
region.

From the 1975 file...
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No Freeze, All Festivities: West Blocton Parade 
Shines with Grand Marshal Kevin Steele

West Blocton is 
gearing up for one of 
its most beloved holi-
day traditions, and this 
year’s Christmas Pa-
rade is shaping up to 
be brighter and more 
exciting than ever. Af-
ter days of concern 
that an arctic blast 
would bring bitter tem-
peratures to the area, 

the much-discussed 
cold snap has officially 
been pushed back – 
meaning residents can 
enjoy Saturday eve-
ning’s parade without 
the teens-level chill 
originally predicted.

With the frigid weath-
er now expected after 
the weekend, West 
Blocton can celebrate 
in comfort as Main 
Street fills with lights, 
music, and hometown 

cheer.
And at the front of it 

all? A familiar face and 
a name that carries 
deep pride in the world 
of football.

The Town of West 
Blocton is honored to 
announce longtime 
defensive coach Kevin 
Steele as the Grand 
Marshal of the 2025 
West Blocton Christ-
mas Parade. Steele, 

an American former 
football coach and 
player, has spent de-
cades shaping some 
of the strongest de-
fenses in college foot-
ball, holding coordi-
nator roles at Miami, 
Auburn, LSU, Clem-
son, and Alabama. 
His leadership, dedi-
cation, and impact on 
athletes over the years 
make him a meaning-
ful choice to lead this 

year’s festivities.
The parade kicks off 

at 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, rolling down 
Main Street in the 
heart of West Blocton. 
Families can expect a 
festive evening com-
plete with sparkling 
floats, holiday music, 
and the kind of spirited 
small-town celebration 
that brings the com-
munity together year 
after year.

With comfortable 
temperatures and the 
arctic blast waiting un-
til next week, the town 
is encouraging every-
one to bundle up just 
enough and come en-
joy the magic.

No arctic blast, no 
excuses — see you 
at the parade, West 
Blocton!
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