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Centreville Mayor & Council take Oaths of Office

Former Circuit Judge Jack Meigs swears in new Centreville Mayor Barry Cooner, with Kayla Cooner.

Pictured L-R: Aaron Hood, Linda Lawrence, Mayor Barry Cooner, Diane Epperson, Akeyla Holifield, Don Mack

November 4, 2025

The City of Cen-
treville held a swear-
ing in ceremony for 
the incoming officers, 
each elected in August 
2025. The officers will 
serve until November 
2029. 

The officials include 
Mayor Barry Cooner, 
serving his first term 
as Mayor. New coun-
cil members include 
Akeyla Holifield and 
Aaron Hood. Re-elect-
ed council members 
include Linda Law-
rence, Diane Epper-
son, and Don Mack. 

Council Member 
Mack was re-elected 
to his 7th term as a 
council member, dat-

ing back to the 1990’s. 
He has previously 
served with 6 former 
Mayors, including 
Debbie Martin, Dalton 
Murphy, Tommy Bam-
berg, Mike Hobson, 
Terry Morton & Mike 
Oakley. He has also 
served on the Water 
Board.  

Liinda Lawrence and 
Diane Epperson are 
entering their second 
term on the council. 

The Oath of Office 
was administered indi-
vidually by former Cir-
cuit Judge Jack Meigs. 

A large crowd was in 
attendance in the his-
toric Bank Building on 
the Court Square. Fol-
lowing the ceremony 
attendees were treat-
ed to a food buffet and 
conversation with the 
new officers. 

USDA directs grocery stores not to offer special discounts to 
SNAP customers — Bibb County families feeling the strain

As the federal gov-
ernment shutdown 
continues into its sec-
ond month, the fall-
out is still growing 
for families who rely 
on the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) to 
put food on the table. 
SNAP payments have 
been paused, and the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
has now advised gro-
cery stores across the 
country that they can-
not offer special dis-
counts to SNAP-EBT 
customers during this 
freeze.

An email from 
USDA, shared pub-
licly online, reminded 
retailers that the pro-
gram’s Equal Treat-
ment Rule requires 
stores to sell eligible 
food items at the same 
prices and conditions 
for all shoppers. Some 
stores had attempted 
to temporarily reduce 
prices or offer special 
assistance to help 

struggling families get 
by, only to be notified 
that doing so would 
violate program rules 
without a formal waiv-
er in place.

This directive comes 
just as courts have 
ordered the federal 
government to find le-
gal means to resume 
funding, while elected 
officials continue to 
place blame across 
party lines over the 
stalled negotiations. 
Meanwhile, this is not 
just a national sto-
ryline. This is landing 
directly here at home 
in Bibb County. Fam-
ilies across our com-
munities rely heavily 
on SNAP benefits, 
especially households 
with children, seniors, 
and neighbors living 
on fixed incomes. With 
payments currently 
paused, many of those 
same families are star-
ing down empty pantry 
shelves and are being 
forced to stretch what 
little they have further 
than ever. Even what 
might seem like a 

small amount to some 
— an extra $30-$50 
in groceries — can be 
the difference between 
stability and hunger.

With temporary re-
tail discounts now off 
the table for SNAP 
users, the safety net 
feels even thinner than 
before. And this is the 
moment when com-
munity matters most. 
Bibb County residents 
who are able are en-
couraged to donate 
to local food banks, 
churches, and non-
profit food pantries 
while we wait for feder-
al solutions to return. A 
bag of canned goods, 
boxes of cereal, pas-
ta, or other nonperish-
ables may seem small 
on the surface, but 
they can make a real, 
immediate impact for a 
neighbor who sudden-
ly cannot rely on the 
benefits they count on 
every month.

In this difficult sea-
son, kindness, gener-
osity, and neighborly 
compassion are need-
ed more than ever. 

Checking in on elderly 
neighbors, helping a 
single parent who may 
be stretched thin, of-
fering to share a meal, 
supporting local food 
drives, or simply ask-
ing quietly if someone 
needs something can 
go a long way. SNAP 
was designed to pro-
tect families from hun-
ger. While courts and 
agencies debate fund-
ing and authority, tens 
of

millions of Americans 
— including many right 
here in Bibb County — 
are living the real con-
sequences happening 
right now.

Until federal benefits 
resume, the strongest 
thing we can do is not 
wait for Washington to 
fix this crisis, but in-
stead show the resil-
ience our small com-
munities are known 
for. At a time when 
families are worried 
and resources are lim-
ited, what we do for 
one another here at 
home can make all the 
difference. It’s up to us 

and no one else right 
now to lend a hand, 
buy a bit extra if we 

are able, and show 
up for our neighbors 
when it matters most.
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VETERAN’S DAY SPECIALVETERAN’S DAY SPECIAL
Spotlight: Arthur Harris reflects on 
service, sacrifice, and brotherhood 

Veterans Day is a 
time to honor those 
who have served and 
to thank them for the 
sacrifices they’ve 
made for our country. 
It’s also a chance to 
highlight the stories 
of local veterans like 
Arthur Harris, a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran 
who served from 1977 
to 1997.

Harris remembers 
his time in the Ma-
rine Corps fondly and 
continues to stay con-
nected with fellow ser-
vice members across 
the country. “We stay 
in touch quite a bit. 
I’m fortunate enough 
to have friends in just 

about every state and 
overseas, and we 
keep in touch weekly,” 
Harris said.

After two decades 
of service, Harris de-
scribed his return 
home as bittersweet, 
following the passing 
of his father. Still, he 
said the lessons and 
friendships from his 
years in uniform re-
main with him. When 
asked what Veterans 
Day means to him, 
Harris emphasized its 
connection to freedom 
and respect.

“It represents free-
dom and respect,” he 
said. “I really think ev-
ery young man should 
join the military so they 
can fully understand 
what Veterans Day re-

ally means.”
For Harris, service 

runs in the family. “My 
reason for joining was 
because of my family 
and their traditions,” 
he said. “I had uncles 
and brothers who were 
in Vietnam, World War 
II, and Korea. My old-
est brother, Jesse, en-
couraged me to go in, 
and I really wanted to.”

These days, Harris 
celebrates Veterans 
Day by spending time 
with family, attending 
local school programs, 
and participating in 
the annual Veterans 
Day Parade in Bir-
mingham. “I marched 
in that parade back in 
1979 and 1980 as part 
of the officers’ Color 
Guard,” he said.

Now in its 78th year, 
Birmingham’s Veter-
ans Day Parade will 
take place Nov. 11 
from 1–4:30 p.m. Har-
ris said that the sim-
plest gestures often 
mean the most.

“I’ve learned that if 
you just simply thank 
a veteran for their 
service, people really 
don’t know how much 
that means,” Harris 
said.

After 20 years in the 
Marine Corps, Harris 
said the most valuable 
lessons he learned 
were responsibility, 
respect, and honor. 
These are values he 
carries with him every 
day.

Brierfield Ironworks to host Veterans Day 
celebration honoring local heroes

The Brierfield Iron-
works Historical State 
Park will host its Vet-
erans Day Celebra-

tion on Nov. 8 from 11 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
family-friendly event 
will feature live music, 
food, and festivities 
honoring those who 

have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces.

Musical perfor-
mances will include 
FireTown Bluegrass 
Band, headlining from 

2:30 to 5:30 p.m., and 
Lynnox Poe, perform-
ing from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. with a special 
tribute set featuring 
songs by country artist 

BY CANDACE JOHNSON________________
REPORTER

Lainey Wilson. “We're 
super excited that this 
will be the first time in 
years that we've had 
Bluegrass come and 
play at the park for this 
event,” Park Manager 
Erin Hall said. “They'll 
be doing some origi-
nal bluegrass tunes 
and then also some 
patriotic tunes as well 
to honor veterans. Art-
ist Lynnox Poe previ-
ously performed at the 
park’s flea market on 
Oct. 11. 

Hall says it’s impor-
tant to have communi-
ty events such as this 
to not only bring the 
community together, 
but to also promote 
outdoor recreation. 
“That's something that 
we really want to pro-

mote here at the park, 
and then just to also 
share the history of 
the park as it pertains 
to the Ironworks,” Hall 
mentioned. 

The long-anticipat-
ed celebration took 
months to plan, all 
leading up to this Sat-
urday. 

Guests can enjoy a 
variety of local flavors 
as Moe and Moore’s 
BBQ will be on site 
serving up classic 
Southern favorites. 
Veterans will receive 
free admission as a 
token of appreciation 
for their service. Hall 
noted that the event 
will take place rain or 
shine, so guests may 
want to bring an um-
brella.  
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Centreville 
News

By Brenda Hubbard

We wish to extend 
sympathy to the fam-
ily of Sonya Cotting-
ham Dorough who 
passed away on Octo-
ber 19, 2025. A memo-
rial service was held 
at Centreville Baptist 
Church on October 28, 
2025 at 2:00 P.M. So-
nya will be missed by 
family and friends.

Get well wishes 
and prayer go out to 
Larry Speights who 
has been undergoing 
tests.t

Belated birthday 
wishes go out to a few 
that had birthdays in 
October; Maddie Kate 
Watts, Beau Suttle, Bill 
Murphy and Mike Phil-
lips.

Sympathy goes out 
to the family of Bil-
ly Etheridge, 77, who 
passed away on Octo-
ber 21, 2025.  Grave-
side services were 
held on October 24, 
2025 at Pondville 
Cemetery in Brent, Al-
abama.  Billy will be 
missed by his family 
and friends.

Anniversary wishes 
go out to Butch and 
Judy Suttle who cele-
brated their 53rd Wed-
ding Anniversary on 
Monday, October 27, 
2025.

The Joyful Hearts of 
Brent Baptist Church 
met on Monday, Octo-
ber 27, 2025.

Birthday wishes go 
out to Kaiden Clinner 
who will be celebrating 

his 5th birthday on No-
vember 1, 2025.

Sincere sympathy 
goes out to the fam-
ily of Donald Ray Per-
ry who passed away 
on October 25, 2025.  
Graveside services 
were held on October 
29, 2025 at 11:00 A.M. 
at Pineland Memorial 
Park.  Donald Ray will 
be greatly missed.

Anniversary wishes 
go out to James and 
Barbara Smitherman 
who recently celebrat-
ed their Wedding Anni-
versary.

Enjoying lunch at 
Main Street Tavern on 
Monday, October 27th 
were Charlotte West, 
Peggy Reynolds and 
Pam Long.  All enjoyed 
delicious food, a lot of 
fun and laughter.  Af-
ter leaving Montevallo, 
Charlotte and Peggy 
drove to Randolph to 
pick up Peggy’s grand-
children with laughter 
all the way.

Among those cel-
ebrating birthdays in 
November are Clifford 
Hughes, Jim Headley, 
Vivian Ellinghausen, 
Sheila Watts, Carolyn 
Caddis, Tami Greer, 
Marie Cash, Becky 
Tinsley, Bodie Giddi-
ens, Merilyn Kynard, 
Doris Jo Varnell and 
Larry Elam.

If you have news , 
call it in to 205-316-
1181.  Take care and 
God Bless.

Centreville Council attends 
municipal training

The newly elected 
Centreville city coun-
cil and mayor attend-
ed two days of train-
ing in Montgomery,  
conducted by the Ala-
bama League of Mu-
nicipalities.  Beginning 
with a consolidated 
front these elected 
leaders are better pre-
pared to conduct the 
official business of 
Centreville.  Official 
swearing in will take 
place on November 3, 
2025.

Photo L-R: Akeyla Holifield, Aaron Hood, Barry Cooner, Don Mack, Diane 
Epperson, Linda Lawrence. 

Mike Oakley was 
awarded a distinct 
honor from the Ala-
bama Chapter of Folds 
of Honor, Sunday, Oc-
tober 26, 2025. Oakley 
was selected as the 
2025 Elmer B. Harris 
Patriot Award signify-
ing the Alabama Vet-
eran of the Year in an 
annual banquet held 
at Old Overton Golf 

Club in Birmingham. 
Oakley and 11 family 
members were in at-
tendance. 
Oakley, a retired Ser-
geant Major, has 
long been involved 
in causes that sup-
port veterans, first re-
sponders and those 
who have served our 
country. He served for 
nearly 40 years with 

Mike Oakley receives the 2025 
Folds of Honor Patriot Award

the U.S, Army and Al-
abama Army National 
Guard, retiring in 2017. 
He is on the Board of 
Folds of Honor as well 
as Alabama Veterans 
and was president of 
the Enlisted Nation-
al Guard Association 
of Alabama (ENGAA) 
for six years advocat-
ing for benefits for ser-
vicemembers and re-
tirees. 
Folds of Honor is a na-
tional non-profit orga-
nization that provides 
educational scholar-
ships to the spouses 
and children of U.S. 
Military members and 
first responders who 
have been killed or 
disabled in the line of 
duty. Founded by Col. 
Dan Rooney, the or-

ganization has award-
ed over 62,000 schol-
arships totaling over 
$290 million since 
2007. The mission is 
to honor sacrifice with 
hope through educa-
tion and to provide 
support for families. 
Oakley was instru-
mental in helping es-
tablish 
Oakley said, “I am hon-
ored to be recognized 
for this award from an 
organization that is 
very dear to my heart. 
In receiving the award, 
I said that it doesn’t 
feel right to get an 
award for something 
that we should all be 
doing, working to im-
prove the lives of those 
who have served our 
country.” The Folds of 

Honor Patriot Award 
is co-sponsored by 
Alabama Power and 
Drummond Coal. 
Oakley served as 
Mayor of Centreville 
and has a long list of 
community service 
to his credit stretch-
ing over 40 years. He 
and his wife, Sharon, 

a RN at DCH Regional 
Medical Center, have 
three children, Anna-
Michael Oakley Long-
shore (Thomas), Trip 
Oakley (Ashley) and 
four grandchildren, 
Tommy Longshore, 
Oakley Ann Long-
shore, Ford Longshore 
and Jade Oakley. 

The Bibb County 
Education Retiree's 
Association met at 
the Brent/ Centreville 
Library. Stephanie 
Kemmer, Bibb Coun-
ty Probate Judge at-
tended and declared 
November 18th " Re-
tired Teacher's Day " 
in Bibb County. She 
brought all the attend-
ees a caramel apple 

to thank the group for 
their dedication and 
service to education. 
Peggy Mobley, Presi-
dent of the Alabama 
Education Retiree's 
Association was the 
guest speaker and 
shared updates from 
the state level. Club 
members brought 
canned food items  for 
the West Blocton First 

Baptist food pantry for 
their monthly service 
project. Club members 
attending and guest: 
JoAnn Medders, Faye 
Johnson, Stepha-
nie Kemmer, Probate 
Judge; Peggy Mob-
ley, AERA President; 
Vickie Brown, Judy El-
liott, Elaine Jones, Ja-
nis Conway, Donna 
Cook,Barbara Smith, 

Fran Kornegay, Phyllis 
Johnson, Avis Huey, 
Linda Cottingham.

Davis Whitetails- 
Kelley and Brett Davis 
provided a delicious 
catered brunch in hon-
or of Bibb County Edu-
cation Retiree's. 

Bibb County Education 
Retiree's Association
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Federal government shutdowns need to end
Inside the Statehouse 

A Guest Opinion Column By Steve Flowers

Bibb County BOE Condensed Financial Statement 
for Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2025

All politics has 
become nationalized 
today. Therefore, 
whenever something 
happens on the 
national level, I hear 
about it. I can tell by the 
number of comments 
when something has 
struck a nerve. This 
latest government 
shutdown, due to 
a congressional 
standoff, struck a 
nerve. 

It surprised me 
because these 
federal government 
shutdowns have 
become somewhat 
routine in recent 
years. However, 
this one appears 
to have broken the 
camel’s back. It also 
seemed more childish 
than others. Every 
time it happens, 
it’s like children on 
a playground that, 
when one of them 
doesn’t get their 
way, they take their 
ball and toys home. 
Someone needs to 
explain to them that 
running the United 
States government is 
not like play time in 
kindergarten.

Our Alabama 
Constitution is 
arguably antiquated; 
however, our 1901 
framework has 
some fundamental 
conservative edicts 
that the current U.S. 
government could 
and should adopt. 
The cornerstone 
mandate is that the 
Alabama Legislature 
must adopt and write 
a new budget every 
year, and that budget 
must be balanced. 
This is the only task 
that the legislature 
must accomplish 
every year. It is the 
priority of the Alabama 
Legislature to pass 
a balanced budget 
at each and every 
legislative session.

The U.S. Congress 
should adopt this 
same approach. It has 
been 15 years since 
the federal congress 
has actually structured 
a singular federal 
budget. They pass 
stop gap measures 
called continuing 
resolutions.

The U.S. House 
is evenly divided 

between Democrats 
and Republicans. They 
have allegiance to their 
party, rather than their 
constituents. They 
each vote lockstep 
with their party mantra 
and decisions. There 
are no nonpartisan 
legislative leaders 
who cross party paths 
to stand up for the 
American people. 
They are party pawns. 
We may as well 
have AI machines or 
androids pushing their 
voting machines.

Which brings me to 
the point that causes 
me consternation. 
When they reached 
a disagreement 
on the partisan 
stalemates with this 
latest historically 
lengthy impasse, they 
literally went home 
on a fall vacation. 
Congressmen were 
still getting paid, 
still getting all their 
exorbitant healthcare 
benefits, and unlimited 
perks. Their flight fares 
back home were paid 
while all government 
employees were going 
without pay checks.

My suggestion 
would be that 
whenever a continuing 
resolution to dictate 
the federal budget fails 
to pass and it shuts 
down the entire U.S. 
government and harms 
our national security, 
then Congress must 
suffer and face the 
consequences of their 
adolescent behavior. 
The members of 
Congress, including 
all 435 House 
members and all 
100 U.S. Senators, 
automatically lose 
their salaries, and I 
mean permanently. 
They quit getting a 
paycheck, and when 
the stalemate ends, 
they do not get back 
pay. It is gone forever. 
They lose their health 
insurance while on 
strike. Furthermore, 
they cannot be 
reimbursed for travel 
to their district. 

It is abhorrent 
that this time they 
arrogantly shut down 
the government 
and adjourned and 
flew home to their 
district. They should 
be required to stay 

in Washington and 
stay on the floor of 
Congress the entire 
time until a budget 
is resolved. As soon 
as the continuing 
resolution to keep the 
government operating 
fails to pass and the 
government closes, 
all congressional 
paychecks, health 
insurance, free travel 
and staff ends, and 
all 535 members 
of Congress are 
summoned to the 
Capitol and must stay 
there until a budget 
is passed and the 
government is back to 
order.

They also would be 
prohibited from talking 
to the media or making 
any public statements 
to their respective 
entertainment news 
channels. Republicans 
could not spout their 
rhetoric to Fox and 
Democrats could not 
espouse their liberal 
diatribe to CNN or 
MSNBC. Fox will 
blame the Democrats 
without any help, and 
Democratic channels 
CNN, CBS, and 
MSNBC will blame 

the Republicans 
regardless.

Most Americans 
in the middle blame 
both parties equally. 
They say, “a pox on 
both your houses.” 
This is not a childish 
“take your toys home” 
playground spat. This 
is called running a 
country.

George Washington, 
the wise father of our 
nation, warned against 
America adopting 
political parties. He 
knew that, like in 
Britain, the House of 
Commons would owe 
their allegiance to their 
Party rather than to 
the people they are 
elected to represent.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is 
Alabama’s leading 
political columnist. 
His weekly column 
appears in over 60 
Alabama newspapers. 
He served 16 years in 
the state legislature. 
Steve may be 
reached at steve@
steveflowers.us.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069
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Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
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Woodstock
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Centreville 926-7775
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Green Pond 938-7769
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Centreville 205-310-1316
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Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

November 7, 2025	 Centreville Press | Page 5

“Peace Like a River”

Plain & Simple
Parmesan Garlic Chicken and Potatoes

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

The Power of Forgiveness
BY WHITNEY BUZBEE

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The Naz-
arene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

Few songs in Chris-
tian hymnals are as 
simple yet enduring as 
“Peace Like a River.” 
With its repetitive vers-
es and gentle imagery, 
the hymn has been 
sung by generations 
of children in Sunday 
school classrooms, at 
summer camps, and in 
congregations around 
the world. But its roots 
run deeper than many 
realize.

The song is believed 
to have originated in 
the late 19th century, a 
period marked by the 
rise of gospel hymns 
and spirituals in Amer-
ica. While its exact 
author remains un-
known, “Peace Like a 
River” reflects the style 
and structure of Afri-
can American spiritu-
als—songs that were 

passed down orally, 
often using nature im-
agery to express the 
soul’s relationship with 
God. Rivers, in partic-
ular, symbolized both 
the hardships of earth-
ly life and the hope of 
eternal rest.

The lyrics’ opening 
line, “I’ve got peace 
like a river in my soul,” 
echoes the biblical 
imagery found in Isa-
iah 48:18: “If only you 
had paid attention to 
my commands, your 
peace would have 
been like a river, your 
well-being like the 
waves of the sea.” By 
comparing peace, joy, 
and love to flowing wa-
ter, the hymn connects 
spiritual blessings with 
the natural world in a 
way that is easy for 
anyone to understand 

and remember.
Over time, the song 

spread through oral 
tradition and hymn 
collections, eventu-
ally becoming a staple 
in children’s ministry 
because of its repeti-
tive, singable verses. 
Its adaptability also al-
lowed worship leaders 
to add verses about 
“joy like a fountain” or 
“love like an ocean,” 
making it both playful 
and profound.

Today, “Peace Like 
a River” continues to 
be sung worldwide, 
reminding believers 
that true peace does 
not come from circum-
stances but from God 
Himself. Its history is a 
testament to the power 
of simple songs to car-
ry deep truths across 
generations.

One of the most diffi-
cult commands Jesus 
gave us is also one of 
the most freeing: “For-
give, and you will be 
forgiven”(Luke 6:37). 
Forgiveness does not 
come naturally. When 
we are hurt, the instinct 
is to protect ourselves, 
to hold on to anger, or 
to demand repayment. 
Yet Jesus calls us to 
a different path—one 
that mirrors His own 
love toward us.

When we forgive, 
we are not saying the 

wrong done to us was 
small or unimportant. 
Instead, we are choos-
ing to release the bur-
den of bitterness and 
place the matter into 
God’s hands. Forgive-
ness is more about our 
hearts than the offend-
er’s actions. It loosens 
the chains that anger 
and resentment wrap 
around us.

Think about the 
cross. Jesus, in His 
final breaths, prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know 
what they are doing” 
(Luke 23:34). If the 
Son of God could ex-

tend grace in the face 
of cruelty, how can we 
withhold it in our own 
lives? His example 
teaches us that for-
giveness is not a feel-
ing, but a decision—
an act of obedience 
rooted in love.

Forgiving may not 
erase the pain, but 
it opens the door for 
God’s healing. It al-
lows peace to replace 
turmoil and grace to 
flow where bitterness 
once grew. In forgiv-
ing, we look less like 
the world and more 
like Christ.

Ingredients:
• 4 boneless, skinless chicken 

breasts (or thighs)
• 1 ½ lbs baby potatoes (halved 

or quartered if large)
• 3 tbsp olive oil (divided)
• 4 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 tsp Italian seasoning
• 1 tsp paprika
• ½ tsp salt
• ½ tsp black pepper
• ½ cup grated Parmesan 

cheese
• 2 tbsp fresh parsley (chopped, 

for garnish)
Optional for extra flavor:
• 2 tbsp melted butter (mixed 

with olive oil)
• ½ tsp red pepper flakes for a 

little heat

Instructions:
1.	 Prep the oven: Preheat to 

400°F (200°C). Lightly grease a 
large baking dish or sheet pan.

2.	 Season potatoes: In a 
large bowl, toss potatoes with 2 
tbsp olive oil, half the garlic, ½ tsp 
Italian seasoning, salt, pepper, 
and 2 tbsp Parmesan. Spread on 
one side of the pan.

3.	 Season chicken: Rub 
chicken with remaining olive oil, 
garlic, Italian seasoning, paprika, 
salt, and pepper. Sprinkle with 
2–3 tbsp Parmesan. Place on the 
other side of the pan.

4.	 Bake: Roast for 30–35 
minutes, flipping potatoes half-
way through, until chicken reach-
es 165°F internally and potatoes 
are fork tender.

5.	 Finish & serve: Sprinkle 
the rest of the Parmesan over 
everything, broil for 2–3 minutes 
until golden, then garnish with 
parsley. Serve warm.
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service! !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Brent Garden 
Apartments 

- Elderly 
Community 

We are taking 
applications for 
our One and 
Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free 
living.  Ask about 
the Qualifications. 
Come in and apply 
today. No application 
fees.
Office Hours 8:00 – 
2:30 M – F 

57 Steele Street; 
Centreville, AL 
35042   
(205) 926-7547 

  

SERVICES	

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (participat-
ing Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise 
statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Supe-
rior quality bath and 
shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. 
Call Now! 1-833-770-
0326

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 

today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major damage 
in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area 
and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and 
your home’s value! 
If you have water in 
your home that needs 
to be dried, Call 24/7:  
1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you 
call! 

HEALTH/BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-
ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 
50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your 
service, call now for 
a free quote and see 
how much you can 
save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a 
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 

LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter pro-
tection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Se-
niors and military save 
an additional 10%. 
Restrictions apply, see 
representative for war-
ranty and offer details

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real 
dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Addition-
al 10% off install (for 
military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

Consumer Cellular 

- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANT-
ED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRI-
OTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or 
start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a 
FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 to-
day!

 

 

Brent Housing Authority 

205-926-7781 

  

 
 
 
          
   
      APPLICATIONS FOR 1 & 2 BEDROOM UNITS  

No ApplicatIon Fee                                                                   
Gas & Water Included With Rent                                               

Stove & Refrigerator Provided, Smoke Free 
Property, Washer & Dryer Connections                  

Income Based Rent                                           
Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 4:00 closed lunch 12-1 

Holiday Hours May Vary 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Brent Housing Authority 

205-926-7781 

  

 
 
 
          
   
         ACCESSIBLE  VACANCY IN THE COMING 
MONTH    

No ApplicatIon Fee                                                                   
Gas & Water Included With Rent                                               

Stove & Refrigerator Provided, Smoke Free 
Property, Washer & Dryer Connections                  

Income Based Rent                                           
Office Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 4:00 closed lunch 12-1 

SMOKE-FREE PROPERTY 

Holiday Hours May Vary 
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REPORTER
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Governor Ivey announces 
funds for food banks

MONTGOMERY – 
Governor Kay Ivey on 
Tuesday announced 
she is releasing $2 
million of the state’s 
emergency funds to 
go towards eight food 
banks, serving all of 
Alabama’s 67 coun-
ties. This comes on 
the 4th day of the 
month, which is the 
first day some of the 
state’s Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) re-
cipients will miss an 
issuance of those 
benefits to their Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer 
(EBT) cards. In Ala-
bama, SNAP benefits 
are issued to recipi-
ents’ EBT cards on a 
specific day from the 
4th of the month to the 
23rd, so each day U.S. 
Senate Democrats re-
fuse to reopen the fed-
eral government, more 
Alabama children, 
seniors and disabled 
who benefit from the 
SNAP program will be 
impacted.

As the Alabama De-
partment of Human 
Resources (DHR) has 
noted, SNAP benefits 
are 100 percent feder-
ally funded. Through-
out this shutdown peri-
od, DHR is also assist-
ing by redirecting an 
additional $3 million to 
the Feeding Alabama 
food banks network, 
which touches all 67 
counties, for a total of 
$9 million for FY26. 
There are currently 
11,434 children in the 
Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families 
(TANF) program, and 
DHR is sending an 
additional $300 for 
each of those chil-
dren to their caregiv-
ers. These additional 
funds should help 
these families offset 

some of their monthly 
costs due to the lack of 
SNAP funding.

SNAP is also not the 
only program impact-
ed by this federal gov-
ernment shutdown, 
and while it is not fea-
sible, realistic or sus-
tainable for the state 
to take on the respon-
sibilities of the federal 
government, Governor 
Ivey feels compelled 
to put additional state 
dollars towards food 
banks across Alabama 
who are serving those 
in need.

“There are real Ala-
bama families who 
rely on SNAP to put 
food on their tables, 
and that includes more 
than 300,000 children, 
more than 102,000 se-
niors and those who 
are disabled. That is 
why I am directing $2 
million in emergency 
funding to go towards 
food banks serving the 
people of our state,” 
said Governor Ivey. 
“We are now in the 
longest federal gov-
ernment shutdown in 
history, and it is abso-
lutely ridiculous that 
families all across 
our country are suf-
fering – whether that 
is the school children 
who rely on SNAP, 
the air traffic control-
ler not receiving a 
paycheck or even our 
military and high num-
ber of federal govern-
ment worker families 
in Alabama. Hear me 
loud and clear when 
I say Alabama can-
not be both the state 
and federal govern-
ment. And like states 
all across the country, 
Alabama is stepping 
up to help, but this is 
not sustainable by any 
means. U.S. Senate 
Democrats must vote 

to reopen the federal 
government now.”

In the meantime, 
the Trump Administra-
tion’s U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Secre-
tary Brooke Rollins an-
nounced SNAP guid-
ance has been sent 
to states to help par-
tially fund the program 
while the federal gov-
ernment remains shut-
down. The team at Al-
abama DHR is closely 
reviewing those details 
today to act as quickly 
as possible. As Secre-
tary Rollins notes, this 
will be a cumbersome 
process for states and 
will result in delayed 
benefits. At this point 
in Alabama, that exact 
timeframe is unknown.

A few members of 
the Alabama Legisla-
ture have also inquired 
about a special ses-
sion to tap into Rainy 
Day funds. The gover-
nor has said she has 
no plans to call a spe-
cial session. Accord-
ing to the law, in or-
der to use Rainy Day 
funds, the state would 
need to be in proration 
which is not the case.

The governor add-
ed, “There is only one 
true solution and that 
is for Congress to do 
their one job and re-
open the federal gov-
ernment now.”

Food banks includ-
ed in the governor’s 
$2 million assistance 
are: Community Food 
Bank of Central Ala-
bama, Food Bank of 
East Alabama, Food 
Bank of North Ala-
bama, Feeding the 
Gulf Coast, Heart of 
Alabama Food Bank, 
Selma Area Food 
Bank, West Alabama 
Food Bank and the 
Wiregrass Area Food 
Bank.

United Way of West 
Alabama launches 

$50,000 food assistance 
grant for nine counties
Tuscaloosa, AL — 

United Way of West 
Alabama (UWWA) 
has pledged $50,000 
to address the grow-
ing food insecurity 
crisis impacting fami-
lies throughout our 
nine-county region—
Bibb, Fayette, Greene, 
Hale, Lamar, Maren-
go, Pickens, Sumter, 
and Tuscaloosa.

 With the recent in-
terruption in SNAP 
benefits and many vet-
erans and workers go-
ing without paychecks, 
the almost 75 food 
pantries across the 
area are seeing an un-
precedented demand 
for assistance. In re-
sponse, UWWA is pro-
viding direct support 
through a Food Assis-
tance Grant designed 
to help local food pan-
tries meet immediate 
needs.

 “Our West Alabama 
community is so gen-
erous, and I am proud 
our Board of Directors 
has allocated $50,000 
from our reserves to 
support those suffering 
from loss of SNAP ben-
efits. Nobody in West 
Alabama should go 
hungry when we have 

so many resources 
available,” said Jackie 
Wuska, President and 
CEO of United Way of 
West Alabama. “We 
are seeking additional 
corporate and govern-
ment support from our 
community partners to 
sustain this initiative 
as long as needed. 
We are grateful to The 
Westervelt Company 
for helping support 
efforts in Hale and 
Tuscaloosa Counties 
and look forward to 
others joining us in the 
cause.”

 Through this pro-
gram, UWWA will issue 
weekly grants ranging 
from $250 to $500 to 
food pantries that are 
part of the West Ala-
bama Food Bank net-
work and are located 
in our nine-county ser-
vice area. These funds 
will help replenish 
pantry shelves and en-
sure continued access 
to food for individuals 
and families in need.

 Applications are 
open now at uwwa.
org. Eligible food pan-
tries must provide a 
tax ID letter to apply.

 UWWA is also call-
ing on community part-

ners, businesses, and 
government entities 
to match or contribute 
toward this effort to ex-
tend the program as 
long as it is needed.

 “The need is urgent 
and widespread,” add-
ed Wuska. “Together, 
we can make sure ev-
ery person in our com-
munity has enough to 
eat.”

 Individuals seek-
ing food assistance 
should dial 2-1-1 to be 
connected with trained 
call specialists who 
can help locate food 
resources nearby.

 
About United Way of 

West Alabama
United Way of West 

Alabama strength-
ens education, in-
come stability, and 
health throughout 
Bibb, Fayette, Greene, 
Hale, Lamar, Maren-
go, Pickens, Sumter, 
and Tuscaloosa coun-
ties. By uniting com-
munity resources and 
partnerships, UWWA 
helps improve lives 
and build a stronger, 
more resilient West 
Alabama. Learn more 
at uwwa.org.

Community in Action: Local Departments 
Show What It Means to Be a Good Neighbor
In a time where so 

many people talk about 
division, frustration, 
and what’s not working 
— it’s important to stop 
and highlight when 
community does work 
exactly as it should.

Recently, a post 
from the Bibb County 
Commission shared 
an example of what 
being neighborly 
truly looks like in real 
time. According to the 
post, Wilton Water 
reached out for help 
after dealing with 
significant pipe issues 
affecting residents in 
the Ashby/Brierfield 
area. Many people 
had been left without 
water for several 
days — a situation 
that places families, 
businesses, seniors, 
and entire households 
in an extremely difficult 
position.

Instead of waiting, 
pointing fingers, or 
passing responsibility 
around, the Bibb 
County Road 
Department stepped in 
and stepped up. They 
put in the physical 
labor and the problem-
solving work needed 
to get the water fully 
restored again. Their 
willingness to respond 

when asked made a 
tremendous, tangible 
difference for those 
residents who were 
struggling.

This is what 
community is 
supposed to be.

When one part of 
the community needs 
help — another part 
shows up. And when 
we recognize how 
much these acts 
matter, we also help 
build a culture that 
encourages continued 
partnership and 
support.

It wasn’t just the 
Road Department who 
played a role here 
either. The Centreville 
Water Department 
and the Bibb County 
Commissioners were 
also actively part of 
the effort and deserve 
appreciation for their 
roles in getting this 
situation resolved. 
This is how solutions 
happen: shared 
responsibility, shared 
effort, shared care for 
the people who live 
here.

Being neighborly 
doesn’t just mean 
waving across the yard 
or checking the mail 
for someone when 
they’re out of town. 
Sometimes it looks 
like rolling up your 
sleeves and helping 

another agency or 
group because people 
are in need right now. 
Sometimes it looks 
like saying “this isn’t 
technically our job, but 
we can help, and we 
will.”

That small, rural, 
Southern community 
spirit — the “we’ll 
figure this out 
together” attitude — is 
one of Bibb County’s 
greatest strengths. 
And when it shows up, 
we should celebrate 
it, because these 
examples remind us 
who we actually are at 
our best.

To the Road 
Department, the 
Centreville Water 
Department, the 
Commissioners, and 
all those who took 
action: thank you. 
You showed what 
neighborliness looks 
like in action — and 
many local residents 
felt the impact of that 
deeply this week.

It mattered.
In small counties like 

Bibb, moments like 
this also stand as quiet 
reminders that our 
local infrastructure only 
works when people 
choose cooperation 
over competition. Not 
every rural area has 
endless resources, 
massive budgets, 

or large agencies 
with unlimited staff. 
Often, especially 
in emergencies 
or unexpected 
disruptions, it is these 
c r o s s - d e p a r t m e n t 
responses that 
become the difference 
between days of 
hardship and solutions 

happening faster 
than expected. When 
we choose to value 
relationships between 
departments, towns, 
city entities, and 
county leadership — 
we create resiliency. 
We create a network 
of trust and reliability 
that residents can 

depend on.
Not every county 

in Alabama has that. 
Not every county in 
the country has that. It 
matters that Bibb does 
— and it matters that 
we keep cultivating 
that spirit, intentionally. 
We all benefit when we 
protect and nurture it.
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Winner at the BLOC spreads good 

vibes across West Blocton

The BLOCton Sports 
Grill in West Blocton 
continues to lift spir-
its and cultivate what 
makes small-town 
life special: kindness, 
connection, and com-
munity care. Their 
“Love Your Neighbor” 
campaign — inspired 
by Mark 12:31 — was 
created to spotlight 
and honor the peo-
ple who make West 
Blocton shine. Each 
month for an entire 
year, one nominated 
community member 
is chosen to receive a 
free large pizza simply 
for being a source of 
good energy, gener-
osity, and encourage-
ment.

This month, the hon-
or goes to Wendi Wool-
wine — recognized for 
helping spread good 
vibes and neighborly 

love all across West 
Blocton. Wendi em-
bodies the true spirit 
behind this campaign: 
showing up with heart, 
uplifting others, and 
reminding people that 
even the smallest ges-
tures can leave the 
biggest impact. The 
West Blocton com-
munity is full of quiet 
heroes like Wendi — 
and this campaign is 
meant to bring them to 
the forefront and cel-
ebrate them openly.

The BLOCton 
Sports Grill launched 
this initiative believ-
ing that kindness de-
serves to be seen 
— and deserves to 
be rewarded. Their 
original Facebook an-
nouncement stated, 
“Because in a world 
that can feel cruel, we 
believe kindness and 
good neighbors can 
make West Blocton 

shine brighter.” And 
that belief continues to 
be proven true month 
after month, one win-
ner at a time.

Past honorees, like 
inaugural winner Cher-
yl Rice, have shown 
just how powerful it is 
when the community 
rallies around good-
ness instead of nega-
tivity. Now, by shining 
a light on people like 
Wendi, the campaign 
expands that ripple 
effect even further — 
reminding residents 
that the way we treat 
one another directly 
shapes the culture of 
our hometown.

The BLOCton Sports 
Grill has been a com-
munity pillar since it 
opened — a place 
where fundraisers are 
held, where neigh-
bors stop in to gather, 
laugh, and connect, 
and where local love 

is given just as gen-
erously as the food. 
The “Love Your Neigh-
bor” campaign is yet 
another example of 
how they intentionally 
invest back into the 
people who make this 
town feel like home.

And here’s the part 
they want everyone to 
know: this isn’t limited. 
This isn’t exclusive. 
Any West Blocton 
resident can nominate 
someone at any time. 
If you know someone 
who is making a dif-
ference quietly, con-
sistently, or simply 
by bringing light into 
the lives around them 
— The BLOC wants 
to hear about them. 
Nominations can be 
submitted directly 
to The BLOC at any 
time for future con-
sideration, and every 
resident nominated 
stays in the running for 

future monthly selec-
tions.

One pizza at a time, 
West Blocton is prov-
ing again that love, 
generosity, and com-
munity spirit are con-
tagious — and people 
like Wendi Woolwine 
are helping lead that 
charge.

Congrats, Wendi 
— and thank you for 
helping keep the heart 
of West Blocton beat-
ing strong.

As this continues 

month after month, it 
also becomes a gentle 
reminder of how 
powerful everyday 
kindness really is. Not 
the big, grand gestures 
— but the ordinary, 
consistent ones. The 
simple wave. The 
“how are you?” The 
helpful hand. The 
person who checks in. 
West Blocton thrives 
because of these 
small threads of care 
woven together

West Blocton Middle School athletes close 
fall seasons with grit; winter sports begin.

As the crisp October 
air settles over Bibb 
County, West Blocton 
Middle School is cel-
ebrating the conclu-
sion of highly charac-
ter-driven fall sports-
seasons and looking 
forward to the exciting 
start of winter athlet-
ics.

Volleyball Pro-
gram Emphasiz-
es Growth Over 
Scores

The WBMS volley-
ball season wrapped 
up with its final game on 
October 2, concluding 
a challenging sched-
ule against schools 
in Bibb, Chilton, and 
Hale counties. Twenty 

young ladies from the 
7th and 8th grades 
formed two teams, fo-
cusing intensely on the

fundamentals of the 
sport. The WBMS vol-
leyball team is led by 
head coach Brenda 
Mcree and assistant 
coach Jerrica Smith. 
We are so thankful for 
their hard work and 
dedication to our stu-
dents at WBMS.

Without a Little 
League feeder pro-
gram, the athletes’ 
passion was self-driv-
en, leading to signifi-
cant personal growth. 
A program representa-
tive noted. “If you look 
at the scorebook, you 
may not say we had 

a successful season. 
However, if you look at 
the friendships, rela-
tionships, and growth 
of the girls on and off 
the court, I would say 
we had the best sea-
son ever.” The pro-
gram successfully 
instilled key lessons 
in the basics of vol-
leyball, sportsman-
ship, and coachability, 
providing the basics 
needed for students to 
continue with the sport 
in high school.

Tigers Football 
Shows Heart and 
Potential

The 2025 season 
proved to be one of 
grit and determination 

for the West Blocton
Middle School Tigers 

football team. Under 
the leadership of Head 
Coach Brady Pierson

and assistant coach-
es Jacob Brown and 
Ryne Sanders, the 
young Tigers finished 
the year with a 2–5 re-
cord, but demonstrat-
ed steady progress 
and significant prom-
ise.

A major highlight 
was a thrilling 14-point 
second-half come-
back victory over Oak 
Grove.

The team’s offensive 
efforts were consis-
tent, finding the end 
zone in all but one 
game.

Key contributors in-
cluded Carter Fancher, 
Andrew Palmer, 
Easton LaFoy, Elijah 
Snelson,

Jase Sibley, Cooper 
LaFoy, Jonah Hunt, 
and Garrett Bussey.
Coach Pierson praised 
his young squad’s per-
severance. Pierson 
stated, “We had a re-
ally young team this 
year, and we’re ex-
cited to see what we 
can do as a program 
throughout the offsea-
son to better prepare 
our team for the 2026 
season.”

Cheer leaders, 
Majorettes, and 
Color Guard

School spirit remains 
high thanks to the ded-
icated efforts of the 
WBMS cheerleaders,

who provided vital 
support at both foot-
ball and basketball 
games. The 2025–
2026 squad, led by 
Captain Ava Pierson, 
works tirelessly to en-
ergize the crowd and 
motivate the teams. 
Through countless 
hours of practice, the 
cheerleaders perfect 
their stunts, chants, 
and routines, show-
ing incredible team-
work and determina-
tion. Their enthusi-
asm, commitment, 
and school pride shine 
through in every per-
formance, making 
them an essential part 
of the WBMS com-
munity. Head Coach 
Chloe Robertson 
shared how proud she 

is of her team, describ-
ing them as an amaz-
ing group of girls and 
expressing heartfelt 
gratitude for their com-
mitment and determi-
nation, saying it’s been 
a joy to watch them 
grow both on and off 
the field.

The WBMS Major-
ette and Color Guard 
teams shine as an 
important part of the 
school’s spirit and 
performance groups. 
Guided by their coach, 
Janet Morris, these 
talented students com-
bine discipline, cre-
ativity, and teamwork 
to bring excitement to 
every event. The Ma-
jorettes impress audi-
ences with their skillful 
twirling and dynamic

routines, while the 
Color Guard shows 
skillful flag work and 
outstanding choreog-
raphy.

Together, they em-
body school pride 
and dedication, mak-
ing every WBMS per-
formance full of en-
ergy. These girls put 
in so much hard work 
throughout the sea-
son, and it truly shows.

Basketball Sea-
son Is Here!

The winter season 
has officially begun, 
and both our boys' and 
girls' basketball teams 
are ready to hit the 
court! These athletes 
have worked incred-
ibly hard this year, 
and their dedication 
shows—both teams 
are so much fun to 
watch!

A huge shoutout 
to our outstanding 
coaching staff: Boys 
Basketball – Head 
Coach Mike Allen and 
Assistant Coach Ryne 
Sanders.Girls Bas-
ketball – Head Coach 
Chloe Robertson and 
Assistant Coach Cas-
sandra Rutledge. 
Coach Allen and 
Coach Sanders also 
serve as coaches for 
our WBHS basketball 
team, providing valu-
able experience and 
continuity within our 
basketball program. 
We are thankful for 
the coaches' hard 
work and guidance in 

helping our student-
athletes grow and suc-
ceed. We also want 
to recognize Bethany 
Sloan for her team-
work with our coach-
ing staff, making sure 
every athlete was pre-
pared and ready to go 
on Dragonfly. We’d 
love to see our stands 
packed with communi-
ty support this season! 

Tickets are only 
$7.00. Let’s show our 
school spirit and sup-
port our basketball 
teams all season long!

Two key members 
of our athletic depart-
ment are Coach Chloe 
Robertson and Coach 
Jacob Brown, both of 
whom play vital roles 
in supporting our stu-
dents and athletic pro-
grams.

Coach Robertson 
serves in a dual ca-
pacity as the cheer-
leading sponsor and 
head coach of the 
girls' basketball and 
softball teams. Her 
dedication and lead-
ership provide strong 
guidance for our stu-
dent-athletes both on 
and off the court and 
field. Coach Brown 
serves as the assis-
tant football coach and 
head baseball coach 
at WBMS. In addition, 
he contributes to the 
WBHS football pro-
gram on Friday nights. 
Both Coach Robert-
son and Coach Brown 
also serve as physical 
education teachers at 
WBMS, helping stu-
dents build skills, con-
fidence, and a love of 
physical activity. We 
are very thankful for 
their commitment, hard 
work, and the positive 
impact they continue 
to make within our 
athletic programs and 
school community.

The progress 
seen across all of 
West Blocton Middle 
School’s athletic 
programs is a clear 
testament to the 
school’s unwavering 
commitment to 
developing well-
rounded student-
athletes, signaling a 
bright future for the 
TIgers.
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Fun, fitness, and festivities: What’s happening at 
BMC Wellness in November

BMC Wellness has 
several exciting events 
lined up this month, 
offering fun-filled op-
portunities for families 
and children to cel-
ebrate the holidays, 
stay active, and enjoy 
time together in the 
community.

First up is the No-
vember Tumbling 
Showcase on Novem-
ber 16th. Families are 
encouraged to come 
out, support the kids, 
and cheer on the par-
ticipants as they show 
off the skills they have 
been building through-
out the semester. Ad-
ditional details about 
the showcase can be 
found on the BMC 
Tumbling Facebook 
Group.

From November 
17th through Novem-
ber 21st, BMC Well-
ness will be hosting its 
Kids Club Holiday Par-
ty, featuring Thanks-
giving and Christmas 
themed crafts, Letters 
to Santa, and more. 
This event brings a fun 
seasonal twist to the 
Kids Club experience 
and is expected to be a 
favorite for children as 
they head into the holi-

day season. Please 
note that the standard 
two-hour Kids Club 
limit still applies.

Rounding out the up-
coming seasonal ex-
citement is registration 
for the Candy Cane 
Lane Tree Trail and 
Tree Lighting Event, 

taking place on Thurs-
day, December 4th 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. This festive eve-
ning will officially kick
off the holiday sea-
son for the community
with a magical Christ-
mas tree lighting and
a walk-through tree

trail experience that 
families won’t want to 
miss. Limited spots 
are available, so fami-
lies are encouraged to 
secure their spot early 
throughout the month 
of November. 

Registration is 
available at www.

brentcentlib.com.
These events offer 

local families a chance 
to stay engaged at 
BMC Wellness during 
one of the most festive 
times of the year, with 
activities designed to 
bring joy, connection, 
and holiday excite-

ment to the commu-
nity. 

Families are encour-
aged to mark their cal-
endars, sign up where 
required, and come be 
a part of the celebra-
tion.
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