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SNAP benefits suspended for November 
amid federal government shutdown

The Alabama De-
partment of Human 
Resources (DHR) 
announced that Sup-
plemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits will 
not be distributed in 
November due to the 
ongoing federal gov-
ernment shutdown. 
The decision follows 
official guidance is-
sued to DHR by the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food 
and Nutrition Service 
(FNS) on Friday, Octo-
ber 24, 2025.

According to DHR, 
recipients may contin-
ue using any benefits 
already loaded onto 
their electronic benefit 
transfer (EBT) cards 
prior to November 1 
at authorized retail-
ers. However, starting 
November 1, “FNS 
is suspending all No-
vember 2025 benefit 
allotments until… fed-
eral funding is provid-
ed, or until FNS directs 
State agencies other-
wise.” No new SNAP 
benefits will be issued 
until the suspension is 
lifted.

While the suspen-
sion halts new ben-

efit payments, DHR 
emphasized that the 
overall program re-
mains active. Alabam-
ians can still apply for 
SNAP and complete 
their required reporting 
and recertifications. 
Doing so will allow 
the agency to quick-
ly issue benefits once 
funding resumes.

“SNAP benefits are 
100% federally fund-
ed; therefore USDA 
(FNS) controls the is-
suance of these ben-
efits on EBT cards,” 
said Alabama DHR 
Commissioner Nancy 
Buckner. “We know 
SNAP benefits are vi-
tally important to the 
more than 750,000 Al-
abamians who depend 
on the more than $140 
million in support each 
month. Alabama DHR, 
along with many oth-
ers, hopes Congress 
will come to a quick 
resolution on the fed-
eral government shut-
down.”

Buckner added that 
FNS plans to reim-
burse November ad-
ministrative costs, 
which will help state 
agencies manage the 
financial strain caused 
by the shutdown.

Governor Kay Ivey’s 

office also released 
a statement following 
DHR’s announcement, 
noting that Alabama 
cannot independently 
fund SNAP benefits in 
the absence of federal 
appropriations. “While 
the state does not 
have extra money to 
do Congress’ job, Gov-
ernor Ivey hopes to 
see U.S. Senate Dem-
ocrats get on board 
to reopen the feder-
al government,” said 
Gina Maiola, commu-
nications director for 
Gov. Ivey’s office.

The impact of the 
suspension will be 
significant across Al-
abama, particularly 
in communities with 
higher rates of food in-
security. According to 
the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, 15.6% 
of Bibb County resi-
dents, an estimated 
3,434 people, receive 
SNAP benefits and will 
be directly affected by 
the halt in assistance.

As federal funding 
remains stalled, fami-
lies who rely on SNAP 
are encouraged to 
seek temporary help 
through community 
food resources. DHR 
partners with several 
organizations, includ-

ing Feeding Alabama 
and its network of local 
food banks, which can 
be found at feedingal-
abama.org.

Meanwhile, the Al-
abama Department 
of Public Health con-
firmed that the Special 
Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Wom-
en, Infants and Chil-
dren (WIC) remains 
unaffected. “All WIC 
services, including ap-
pointments, benefits 
issuance, and nutri-
tion education, remain 
available statewide,” 
ADPH said in a state-
ment to AL.com. The 

agency also clarified 
that WIC and SNAP 
are separate programs 
and that WIC is not ad-
ministered by DHR.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
has confirmed it will 
not use its contingen-
cy fund — currently 
around $6 billion — to 
fund SNAP for Novem-
ber. Operating the pro-
gram costs roughly $8 
billion per month, ac-
cording to the Center 
on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. In a letter 
obtained by USA To-
day, USDA stated that 
the contingency fund 

“is not available to 
support FY 2026 reg-
ular benefits, because 
the appropriation for 
regular benefits no 
longer exists.”

As Alabama DHR 
and food assistance 
organizations brace 
for the effects of the 
suspension, residents 
are encouraged to 
donate to local food 
banks and community

pantries if they are 
able. For thousands of 
Alabamians, that sup-
port may help bridge 
the gap until federal 
benefits resume.
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Centreville mayor election 
contest set for trial

October 27, 2025
In a brief hearing 

this afternoon before 
the Honorable Circuit 
Judge Marvin Wiggins 
the Centreville Mayor 
election contest filed 
by Incumbent Mayor 
Mike Oakley vs. May-
or Elect Barry Coon-
er ended up getting 
set for a December 5, 
2025 trial date. The 
arguments were brief 
and the attorneys 
spent time in a bench 
conversation with the 
Judge discussing the 
trial planning details 
before the parties 
adjourned from the 

Court. 
Pending Motions 

to dismiss the con-
test were denied. The 
Court is now allowing 
the contestant(s) to 
conduct evidentiary 
discovery in prepa-
ration for the tryer of 
fact. In this case that 
will be the Judge, not 
a jury. 

At issue, accord-
ing to arguments pre-
sented by Joel Blan-
kenship, attorney for 
Oakley, are three (3) 
ballots that were cast 
by parties claimed not 
eligible to vote in this 
election. The Judge 
asked if these chal-
lenged ballots could 
change the outcome of 

the election and both 
parties acknowledged 
that could be the re-
sult. As it presently 
stands Barry Cooner 
was the winner of the 
August 2025 election 
by a 2 vote margin. 
The Judge told the 
parties that the case 
could be moved to the 
2026 court calendar 
if the parties are not 
ready for trial by De-
cember 5. 

The City is planning 
to swear in all new 
elected officials on 
Monday November 3, 
2025. The Mayor Elect 
Barry Cooner and 5 
councilmen are ex-
pected to officially take 
office on that date. 

Centreville water department 
clerk charged with theft

October 28, 2025
City of Centreville 

announced today that 
former water depart-
ment clerk Rebecca 
Diane Abercrombie 
was arrested on Oc-
tober 27, 2025 and 
has been criminal-
ly charged with theft 
of water department 
funds following an in-
vestigation by the Ala-
bama State Bureau of 

Investigation. 
Bibb County District 

Court records confirm 
that Abercrombie has 
been charged with 
Theft of Property in the 
First Degree. The writ-
ten complaint alleges 
that the Defendant 
did, between June 1, 
2025 and October 14, 
2025 knowingly ob-
tain or exert unautho-
rized control over, to 
wit: $21,000.00 in U.S. 
Currency, the property 
of Centreville Water 
Board, with the intent 

to deprive the owner of 
said property. 

The Defendant was 
taken to the Bibb 
County jail upon ar-
rest. Court records 
show that she is eligi-
ble for release upon 
payment of a $5,000 
bond. 

The Defendant has 
not been convicted 
and is presumed in-
nocent until a court 
renders a final adjudi-
cation of this charged 
offense. 
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Emma Turner named 
to Troy University 

Provost's List
TROY, AL 

(10/27/2025)-- Emma 
Turner of Randolph, 
AL, has been named 
to the Provost's List 
at Troy University for 
Term 1 of the 2025-
2026 academic year.

The Provost's List 
honors full-time un-
dergraduate students 
who are registered 
for 12 semester hours 
and who have a grade 
point average of at 
least 3.65.

Term 1 includes 
students at TROY's 
campuses in Dothan 
and Montgomery, Ala., 
along with teaching 
sites outside of Ala-
bama and online.

About Troy Univer-
sity

Troy University is 
a public, historic, in-
ternational university 
with and more than 
170,000 alumni. Stu-
dents choose TROY 
for its quality academ-
ic programs, reason-
able costs and avail-
ability of financial aid, 
outstanding faculty, 
and flexible in-class 
and online class of-
ferings. Students on 
the Troy, Ala. campus 
enjoy a traditional col-
lege experience, while 
adult students are the 
centers of attention at 
campuses in Dothan, 
Montgomery and Phe-
nix City, Ala., as well 
as at locations around 
the world and online.

The Bibb County 
Education Retiree's 
Association held their 
October meeting at 
the Bibb Wellness 
Center. The program 
was provided by Linda 
Burkes and members 
of the Senior Rhythm 
dance class she leads. 
They performed two 
line dances for the 
group and then invited 
everyone to join in on 
the Cupid Shuffle! Ms. 

Burkes and her  class 
members emphasized 
how the dance class 
was a fun way for se-
niors  to exercise and 
enjoy socializing with 
others. Katie Crum-
pler, BWC Director,  
provided an overview 
of all the classes se-
niors could participate 
in at the Wellness 
Center. Club members 
brought items to do-
nate to the Bibb Coun-

ty Sav-A-Life. 
Attended were: 

Elaine Jones. Faye 
Johnson, Mary Beth 
Sansing, Sarah Lun-
sford, Fran Kornegay, 
Sherry Cash, Linda 
Burkes, Vickie Brown, 
Karen Murphy, Joyce 
Rice, Glenda Snelson, 
Donna Cook, Alfreda 
Huff, Linda Cotting-
ham and Sandra Hor-
ton.

BC Education Retiree's Association held 
October meeting at Bibb Wellness Center

Presentation at BMC congregate focused 
on protecting seniors from financial scams

Community mem-
bers gathered at BMC 
Congregate on Thurs-
day, October 23, for a 
free presentation on 
how to protect them-
selves and their loved 
ones from financial el-
der abuse. The event 
featured guest speak-
er Andy Stewart from 
Trustmark Bank, who 
shared valuable infor-
mation about common 
scams, warning signs, 
and practical steps to 
stay safe.

The presentation ad-
dressed a growing is-
sue that affects count-
less families each year 
— the financial exploi-
tation of seniors. Ac-
cording to the event’s 
discussion, one in ten 
seniors experiences 
some form of finan-
cial abuse, and many 
cases go unreported. 
Stewart emphasized 
that awareness is the 
first step to preven-
tion, encouraging at-
tendees to learn how 
to recognize and re-
spond to red flags.

Participants were 

guided through exam-
ples of what financial 
abuse can look like, 
including the misuse 
of money or property, 
pressure to sign docu-
ments, unusual bank 
withdrawals, or sud-
den changes in who 
manages someone’s 
finances.

Stewart also high-
lighted some of the 
most common scams 
targeting older adults, 
such as fake calls or 
emails from “Medi-
care” or “Social Se-
curity,” false prize 
or lottery winnings, 
fraudulent contractor 
or home repair offers, 
and so-called “grand-
parent scams,” in 
which scammers pre-
tend that a loved one 
is in urgent trouble.

The presentation 
encouraged seniors 
to remain vigilant and 
proactive in protect-
ing their financial well-
being. Practical advice 
included never shar-
ing personal informa-
tion over the phone, 
reviewing bank and 
credit card statements 
regularly, consulting a 
trusted person before 

sending money, and 
reporting suspicious 
activity immediately.

The event under-
scored that while 
scams can happen to 
anyone, seniors are of-
ten targeted because 
of their trust, generos-
ity, or perceived finan-
cial stability. By learn-
ing to identify warning 
signs and maintaining 
open communica-
tion with family and 

financial institutions, 
community members 
can better safeguard 
themselves and those 
they care for.

Through events like 
this, BMC Congregate 
and Trustmark Bank 
aim to empower local 
residents with knowl-
edge, confidence, and 
the resources they 
need to prevent finan-
cial exploitation.

Send in your news at
editor@centrevillepress.com
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CENTREVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: October 8, 2025	 by Lynn LHamric

LOCAL & GOVERNMENT

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Centreville 
News

By Brenda Hubbard

We wish to extend 
sincere sympathy 
to the family of Bur-
lene Ingram, 83, who 
passed away on Octo-
ber 17, 2025.  Services 
were held on October 
23, 2025 at Brent Bap-
tist Church with burial 
at Pineland Cemetery 
in Centreville, AL.  Bur-
lene will be missed by 
her family and friends.

Recently, Charlotte 
Lovelady West had 
lunch at Big Whis-
key in Alabaster with 
BCHS Class of 69 
besties Dot Darden 
Tidwell and Pam Rag-
land Long.  Lots of 
talking, laughing and 
delicious food.

Birthday wishes go 
out to several in Oc-
tober; Byron Hicks, 
Dwight Wyers, Kelli 
Meigs, Joan Wallace, 
Brooke Jackson, Che 

Griggs, Terri Cohn 
Justice, Brody Booth, 
Sandra Allen and on 
October 31, Bobby 
Watts.

Sympathy goes out 
to the family of Martha 
Colburn who passed 
away recently.  Servic-
es were held on Octo-
ber 17, 2025.

Anniversary wishes 
go out to Billy Wayne 
and Robin Broadhead 
who recently celebrat-
ed their 43rd Wedding 
Anniversary.

Belated birthday 
wishes go out to Scot-
tie Watts of Clanton 
who celebrated his 
birthday on Thursday, 
October 23, 2025.

If you have news, 
call it in to 205-316-
1181.  Take Care and 
God Bless.

West Eoline 
News

By Jane Hannah

YAY IT'S FALL 
Y'ALL!!!! Nice and cool 
with MANY leaves on 
the ground.  

The Thompson's 
(Chad & Tracey) have 
traveled to Biloxi, MS 
and Orange Beach 
with friends for fun 
times recently.  .... 
They have had prob-
lems with some lo-
cal dogs killing their 
chickens and pigs.  
Dog owners should 
be aware that once 
they are aggressive 
like this, you should 
take action to keep 
in a fence, retrain or 
put down.  .... Chad is 
closing in the carport 
ceiling to keep critters 
out of the attic area.  
Hopefully the cats will 
no longer use the ve-
hicles as a ladder.

Jera Fortner visited 
with Jane Hannah, 
LaShelle & Ronnie & 
Kaydi Kinney Octo-
ber 20 & 21.  Ronnie 
& LaShelle went out 
to dinner, celebrating 
their Anniversary and 
Gigi (Jera) got to sleep 
with Kaydi ... until near 
midnight.

Jo Kitchen enjoyed 
her Ft. Worth, TX visit 
with family.  Her grand-
daughter, Carly Garcia 
and family recently 
moved there and Mimi 
Jo kept great grand-
children Judah & Olive 
until a credible day-
care was found. 

Sistas Betty Rain-
water, Carol Schlad-
erbach, Cindy Fowl-
er, Geneva Mullins, 
Jane Hannah, Pennie 
Mitchell plan to meet 

Bonnie LeVert & Caro-
lyn Hallford in Pratt-
ville for lunch October 
30th.  SISTA TIME!!!

NEVER TOO LATE 
TO CELEBRATE.  I 
was privileged to have 
Steak & Shrimp with 
Tracey & Lou Holla-
day Saturday, October 
25th plus a belated 
birthday cake!   It took 
two months to get to-
gether.  THANKS and 
much LOVE 

Wayne Deason en-
joys company and has 
a guest book registry.  
Stop by often and sign 
in!!  

HAPPY NOVEM-
BER BIRTHDAYS to 
these:  Jo Kitchen, 
Lisa Deason, & Anita 
Helms 2nd, Josh Ervin 
4th, Carolyn Caddis 
6th, Nora Campbell 
7th, Janet Fancher 
8th, Terri Bowman 
10th, Alyssa Mullins 
15th, Cody Fortner 
16th, Haden Mullins 
,& Hunter Mullins 17th, 
Demarkus Nickeleson 
19th, Zane Glidewell 
20th, Paula Ervin & 
Addison Deason 21st, 
Jera Fortner 23rd, 
Hayden Carter 25th, 
Abel Watkins 26th, 
Dale Mitchell & Josh 
Cottingham 27th,  and 
Grayson Passeri on 
the 30th.

HAPPY ANNIVER-
SARY Daniel & Haley 
Kitchen 11-9.

Have a great month.  
Call 478-396-2513, 
if you have news to 
share.

Mayor Mike Oakley 
called the meeting to 
order at five o’clock.  
Dianne Epperson 
gave the invocation 
followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance led by 
Mike Nichols.

Roll Call:  
Linda Lawrence – 

Present
Dianne Epperson – 

Present
Brad Colburn – Ab-

sent
Don Mack – Present
Mie Nichos – Pres-

ent

Linda Lawrence 
made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes and 
Don Mack Seconded.  
Motion carried.

Old Business:
•	 A motion was 

made (Don Mack) and 
seconded (Dianne Ep-
person) to approve the 
Resolution of Engage-
ment.  This gives the 
City Attorney, Mitch 
Kemmer authority to 
request the Examiners 
for Public Accounts to 
review all accounts 
under the City of 
Centreville.   Motion 
carried.

•	 DHR Build-
ing Lease – Mayor 
Oakley presented a 
twenty-two page lease 
for the DHR building, 
owned by the City of 
Centreville.  The cover 
page lists August 18, 
2025, and Mayor Oak-
ley stated this is to go 
into effect January 1, 
2026.  This is the first 
time the Council has 
reviewed the recently 
negotiated lease. Af-
ter a frank discussion 
where the Mayor indi-
cated the new lease 
will considerably in-
crease the annual 
amount of  income, a 
motion to table was 
made in order to allow 
the Council time to re-
view before approving 

(Don Mack) and sec-
onded (Dianne Epper-
son). Motion carried.

New Business –
•	 Main Street 

reported on recent 
activities with Jeff Mc-
Gee providing infor-
mation on the Novem-
ber 1, 2025,  Cahaba 
Auto Fest on the Court 
Square. In addition to 
the auto show there 
will be a raffle for two 
racing vehicles.  Fly-
ers were distributed.  
There will be a live 
band.  There will be 
NO alcohol sold/pro-
vided.    November 6th 
a croup will be in town 
to reveal the CMS new 
Branding.  CMS has 
received two large 
signs to indicate Main 
Street Alabama Des-
ignated District. For 
additional information 
contact Centreville 
Main Street.

•	 Police Report – 
September 2025

Calls – 103
I/O Reports – 27
Arrest – 2
Dog Calls – 5
Patrol Request – 68
Accidents – 5
Tickets – 49
Warnings – 33
Calls inside city lim-

its – 93
Calls outside city 

limits – 10

*Skid car training is 
being conducted this 
week in Vestavia Hills 
for six officers.

* Six additional 
smoke detectors are 
needed.  Six have 
been installed in the 
Police Department 
and six at City Hall.  
Due to the number of 
rooms these additional 
ones are needed.

* Letters have been 
given to every home-
owner in Deerhaven 

(Dog Ordinance).
*Complaints have 

been filed about dogs 
in the vicinity of Hwy 
25/Crawford Drive.  All 
dogs captured will be 
taken to the animal 
shelter in Brent.

*Most of the equip-
ment in the Police De-
partment is covered 
under warranty.  This 
has saved thousands 
of dollars.  The cost 
of these warranties is 
minimal to the savings.

*A list of equipment 
that should be sur-
plused will be provided 
at a future meeting for 
Council review and ac-
tion.

*The BCHS  Home-
coming parade was 
a success with only 
a self-inflicted injury.  
Thanks was given to 
Brent and the County 
for their assistance.  
The Centreville Street 
Dept. was extremely 
helpful as usual.

*The 2025-2026 
budget is complete as 
far as the Chief can 
provide.

* The Chief is in the 
process of interview-
ing candidates for de-
partment positions.  
So far only one appli-
cant is certified.  There 
are applicants who 
would be required to 
attend the Academy in 
January 2026.

*Mie Nichols stated 
he had conversed with 
the Marion Police De-
partment Chief and 
they are in need of 
equipment.  We should 
think about this when 
looking at surplus.

The meeting went 
into Executive Ses-
sion.

The regular meeting 
resumed.

It should be noted 
that Mayor Oakley had 
left the meeting and 

Mike Nichols presided 
over the remaining 
time.

There being no fi-
nancial report listed 
on the Agenda, Di-
anne Epperson asked 
the City Clerk, Tracy 
Griffin if there was 
a report, and if they 
would receive checks. 
Clerk Grifin indicated 
by holding one copy 
and approaching the 
council members stat-
ing there was one 
copy they could look 
at.  She did not in-
tend to provide them 
with hard copes to be 
posted on Facebook. 
There was discussion 
about someone post-
ing the financial report 
on Facebook. After 
a heated discussion, 
by council members 
and the Clerk, Coun-
cilwoman Linda Law-
rence left the Council 
Chamber and copies 
were provided.  Clerk 
Griffin stated if anyone 
in the public desires to 
see the financial infor-
mation they can go to 
City Hall and see her.  
In the middle of this 
discussion, Clerk Grif-
fin brought up the is-
sue of individuals (not 
named) discussing 
how she handled the 
ballots for the recent 
election, presumably 
the August 26 elec-
tion.   Clerk Griffin 
stated the ballots were 
in a secure location at 
city hall and only three 
(unnamed) individuals 
have access. There 
was considerably 
more “discussion” but 
it is not included in this 
reporters comments.

The next Council 
meeting is scheduled 
for October 21, 2025.

MARION, AL – Mar-
ion Military Institute 
(MMI) and its Army 
ROTC Early Commis-
sioning Program have 
developed a ten-year 
strategic partnership 
to incentivize future 
Army officers to enroll 
at the nation’s oldest 
military junior college. 
The agreement was 
signed on Thursday, 
Oct. 23 between MMI 
President COL David 
J. Mollahan, USMC 
(Ret) and MMI Profes-
sor of Military Science 
LTC Joshua P. Holling-
sworth, USA.

Through the newly-
designated Patriot 
Pipeline initiative, MMI 
Army ROTC now has 

a vehicle to offer more 
competitive financial 
incentives for 10 in-
coming college fresh-
men, nominated an-
nually by the Alabama 
congressional delega-
tion. Beginning in Fall 
2026, in addition to 
their ROTC scholar-
ship, those selected 
through MMI’s Patriot 
Pipeline will receive 
an MMI room & board 
scholarship.

In addition, all non-
scholarship freshmen 
contracting into MMI’s 
Early Commissioning 
Program will be grant-
ed in-state tuition. All 
those having earned 
an ROTC scholarship 
will now receive tuition 

& fee deferment until 
contracting.

MMI’s Early Com-
missioning Program 
is only one of four in 
the nation offering this 
accelerated path to 
becoming an Army of-
ficer in just two years, 
upon earning an as-
sociate’s degree, in-
stead of the traditional 
four. Through con-
gressional outreach, 
LTC Hollingsworth, an 
Alabama native, aims 
to recruit more high-
ly-competitive can-
didates to MMI Army 
ROTC from our state.

“I’m proud to be 
part of a team that’s 
breaking down barri-
ers for our future of-

ficers,” said LTC Hol-
lingsworth. “Thanks 
to President Mollahan 
and the MMI executive 
staff, we’re creating 
real opportunities for 
students who want to 
serve, lead, and make 
a difference. That’s 
what this agreement is 
all about.”

High school students 
interested in learning 
more about the Patriot 
Pipeline or any MMI 
Army ROTC opportu-
nities should contact 
recruitment officers Mr. 
David Stilwell or CPT 
Noah Kambili: dstil-
well@marionmilitary.
edu / 334-683-2332 or 
nkambili@marionmili-
tary.edu.

Patriot Pipeline initiative adds enrollment 
incentives with new program at MMI



Page 4 | Centreville Press	 October 31, 2025



October 31, 2025	 Centreville Press | Page 5

EDITORIALS & OPINIONS

OUR GOAL: The Centreville Press is published proudly for the citizens of Bibb County and adjoining counties by Bibb Community 
Media, Inc., Centreville, AL. Our Goal is to produce quality, profitable, community-oriented newspapers that you, our readers, are 
proud of. We will reach that goal through hard work, teamwork, loyalty and a strong dedication towards printing the truth.

OUR POLICIES: Signed letters to the editor welcomed. Please limit to 300 words and include address and phone number. Li-
ability for an error will not exceed the cost of space occupied by the error. Political endorsements will only be accepted through paid 
advertisements. We cannot be responsible for return of pictures or material unless stamped, return addressed envelope is included.

The Centreville Press (USPS #098-880) is published each 
Friday by Bibb Community Media Inc., Centreville, AL 
35042.
Yearly Subscription Rates: $37.00 in-county,
$45.00 out-of-county, and $50.00 out-of-state.
Periodicals postage paid at Centreville, AL 35042.
POST MASTER: Send address changes to
Centreville Press, P.O. Box 127, Centreville, AL 35042

THE STAFF

David Daniel....................................................... President
Thomas Hobson ..........                      ...................Editor
Lynn Hamric.........................................................Reporter
Whitney Buzbee..................................Advertising Manager
Candace Johnson.................................................Reporter

Centreville Press
P.O. Box 127 • 32 Court Square West • Centreville, Al 35042

Phone (205) 926-9769

Congress shall make no laws respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress or grievances.
Your Right To Read This Newspaper Is Protected By The First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

Nonpartisan Municipal Elections 
Have Become Partisan

Inside the Statehouse 
A Guest Opinion Column By Steve Flowers

Small-Town 
Thanksgiving

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

In small towns 
across America, 
Thanksgiving has long 
been more than a holi-
day—it’s a cherished 
tradition that brings 
communities together 
in ways that go far be-
yond the dinner table. 
While the first Thanks-
giving is traced back 
to the Pilgrims and 
the Wampanoag in 
1621, it was the gen-
erations that followed 
who shaped the holi-
day into what we know 
today, especially in ru-
ral communities where 
gratitude, family, and 
fellowship remain at 
the heart of celebra-
tion.

In the early days of 
small-town America, 
Thanksgiving wasn’t 
always marked by 
grand feasts or foot-
ball games. Families 
would gather after the 
fall harvest to share a 
simple meal of what 
they had grown or 
hunted—cornbread, 
root vegetables, wild 
game, and whatever 
else the land provided. 
Churches often held 
special services of 
thanksgiving, where 
neighbors would 
come together to sing 
hymns, pray, and give 
thanks for another 
year’s blessings.

As the 1800s pro-
gressed, Thanksgiving 
became more orga-
nized across the coun-
try. In 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln pro-
claimed it a national 
holiday, calling for a 
day of “thanksgiving 
and praise.” In small 
towns, this proclama-
tion united communi-
ties in new ways. Local 
newspapers printed 
Thanksgiving reflec-
tions, stores closed 
early, and families 

traveled by horse and 
wagon to share meals 
with distant relatives.

By the early 20th 
century, small-town 
Thanksgivings began 
to take on the shape 
we recognize today—
complete with roast 
turkey, dressing, and 
pumpkin pie. Schools 
and churches hosted 
plays or pageants 
depicting the first 
Thanksgiving, and lo-
cal organizations often 
prepared baskets of 
food for those in need. 
In many rural com-
munities, those acts 
of kindness remain a 
proud tradition.

Before the days of 
television, Thanksgiv-
ing afternoon was of-
ten spent outdoors—
neighbors gathering 
for friendly games of 
football, children rak-
ing piles of leaves, and 
families visiting with 
one another long into 
the evening. It was 
a time to pause the 
year’s hard work and 
reflect on life’s simple 
joys.

Even today, small 
towns carry the spirit 
of those early celebra-
tions. You’ll still find 
church potlucks, com-
munity dinners, and 
kitchens filled with 
laughter and the scent 
of pecan pies cool-
ing on the counter. 
Thanksgiving in small-
town America remains 
a reminder that grati-
tude doesn’t depend 
on abundance—it 
grows from a thankful 
heart and a close-knit 
community.

As the leaves fall 
and the air turns crisp, 
may we all pause, as 
generations before us 
did, to count our bless-
ings, cherish our fami-
lies, and give thanks 
for the simple good-
ness of home.

Political pundits and 
observers and politi-
cal players have es-
poused the long-held 
belief in the mantra “all 
politics is local.” I have 
changed my tune on 
this well-known adage 
and belief. My obser-
vation is that today it is 
the opposite, “all poli-
tics is national.”

Folks either vote 
straight Republican or 
straight Democratic. 
Most, about 90%, of all 
white Alabamians vote 
straight Republican, 
they may not pull the 
straight Republican le-
ver, but they only mark 
Republican names. 
They would come as 
close to voting for a 
Communist as they 
would voting for a 
Democrat and most of 
them are of the belief 
that Democrats are 
Communists. 

Most folks who vote 
Democratic in this 
state are African Amer-
icans. They vote 96% 
straight Democratic, 
and they do gener-
ally pull the straight 
Democratic lever. By 
the way, all states do 
not allow for pulling 
one lever and voting 
straight down the line 
for all Republican or 
all Democratic candi-
dates.

In Alabama, this 
straight party voting 
has always existed, 
but it had a tinge of lo-
calism in it until the last 
few decades. It galva-
nized about the time 
that Barack Obama 
became President. Al-
abamians have been 
voting Republican for 
President and Con-
gress since 1964, but 

they would still split 
their ticket and vote 
for their local legislator 
or sheriff who was still 
running as a Demo-
crat.

The national politi-
cal landscape had be-
come extremely differ-
ent around that time. 
The national Repub-
lican Party became, 
and still is, extremely 
conservative, and the 
national Democratic 
Party has become 
extremely liberal. 
That scenario has not 
changed. A local sher-
iff is painted with the 
same brush in voters’ 
minds as the Presi-
dent. Folks do not pick 
and choose. Their vote 
from top to bottom 
is, “I am a conserva-
tive Republican, and 
I vote for all Republi-
cans from President 
to Sheriff,” or “I am a 
liberal Democrat, and I 
vote straight down the 
line for all Democrats.”

This nationalization 
of partisan voting is 
driven primarily by so-
cial issues, and believe 
you me, there is defi-
nitely a marked con-
trast between the con-
servative Republican 
Party’s philosophy and 
the liberal Democratic 
Party’s philosophy. 
George Wallace would 
run for President as a 
third party candidate 
and proclaim, “there’s 
not a dimes worth of 
difference between 
the Republican and 
Democratic Parties.” 
He certainly could not 
shout that demagogic 
diatribe with a straight 
face today.

This national party 
label trend not only 

crept but leapt into 
Alabama’s traditionally 
nonpartisan municipal 
elections this year. By 
law, mayoral and city 
council elections are 
nonpartisan. That now 
is in title only. The “all 
politics is local” rule 
has been tossed aside 
in even local mayoral 
races.

The prime example 
was in Mobile, the 
state’s second largest 
city. Mayor Sandy St-
impson chose to not 
run for a fourth term 
after 12 years of lead-
ing the Port City. He 
not only endorsed, but 
openly campaigned 
and raised money for 
his chosen successor, 
Spiro Cheriogotis, who 
is a former Republican 
elected District Judge. 
Cheriogotis won, very 
narrowly, over Demo-
cratic State Repre-
sentative Barbara 
Drummond in a run-
off. Drummond led in 
the first primary. Both 
parties made it a party 
battle, trumpeting na-
tional party themes.

The national and 
state Democratic Par-
ty leaders and donors 
overtly championed 
longtime Democratic 
Representative Barba-
ra Drummond’s cam-
paign as a Democrat 
versus Republican 
battle. She was openly 
endorsed by former 
Vice President, Kama-
la Harris, and Senator 
Raphael Warnock.

The Alabama Re-
publican Party coun-
tered with openly 
partisan efforts for 
Cheriogotis. Alabama 
GOP Chair John Wahl 
said, “Voters deserve 

to know the facts 
about candidates and 
where they stand on 
the issues. We are not 
shy about fighting for 
strong conservative 
principles whether it’s 
in Washington, Mont-
gomery, or at City 
Hall.” The Republican 
Party even launched a 
comprehensive cam-
paign program for the 
Mobile runoff election 
that provided their 
chosen candidate with 
targeted resources, 
including direct mail, 
grassroots mobiliza-
tion, and even voter 
contact by text mes-
sage and digital ad-
vertising. Wahl contin-
ued, “Historically, the 
Republican Party has 
not been engaged in 
municipal elections, 
but that changed this 
election cycle. When 
there is a race with a 
clear Republican and 
a clear Democrat, the 
Alabama GOP will al-
ways stand with our 
Republican candi-
date.” 

With Cheriogo-
tis, only winning with 
50.4% of the vote, it is 
obvious that the party 
label made the differ-
ence.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is 
Alabama’s leading 
political columnist. 
His weekly column 
appears in over 60 
Alabama newspapers. 
He served 16 years in 
the state legislature. 
Steve may be reached 
at steve@steveflow-
ers.us.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393
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“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

Plain & Simple
Southern Pecan Delight

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

The Power of a Gentle Heart
BY WHITNEY BUZBEE

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The Naz-
arene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934

“I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus” is one 
of the most beloved 
Christian hymns, sung 
in churches around 
the world as a heart-
felt declaration of faith 
and surrender. Simple 
in words yet powerful 
in meaning, the song’s 
origins trace back to a 
moving story of cour-
age, conviction, and 
the cost of disciple-
ship.

The hymn originat-
ed in India during the 
19th century, inspired 
by the last words of 
a man from the Garo 
tribe in Assam. This 
man, whose name is 
not recorded in his-
tory, had converted to 
Christianity through 
the work of Welsh mis-
sionaries. His decision 
to follow Christ was 
met with fierce oppo-
sition from his village 
and leaders.

According to the ac-
count, when he and his 
family refused to re-
nounce their new faith, 
they were brought be-
fore the village chief. 

Under threat of death, 
the man was given 
the chance to deny 
Jesus, but he calmly 
replied, “I have de-
cided to follow Jesus.” 
His wife and children 
were killed before his 
eyes, yet he remained 
steadfast, reportedly 
saying, “Though none 
go with me, still I will 
follow.” Finally, as he 
himself faced death, 
he declared, “The 
cross before me, the 
world behind me.”

These final words of 
faith deeply moved the 
chief, who later con-
fessed his own belief 
in Christ. The mar-
tyrdom of that family 
sparked a revival in the 
village, and eventually 
throughout the region.

Years later, the story 
reached a missionary 
named Sadhu Sundar 
Singh, who was in-
spired to put the man’s 
words into song. The 
lyrics were set to a tra-
ditional Indian folk mel-
ody, giving the hymn 
its distinctive and 
simple beauty. It was 

later translated into 
English and spread 
to the Western world, 
becoming a staple in 
revival meetings and 
evangelistic services.

“I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus” has 
since become more 
than a hymn—it’s a 
personal anthem for 
believers everywhere. 
Its message reminds 
Christians that faith 
often requires cour-
age and commitment, 
even when the path is 
lonely or difficult.

The song’s refrain, 
“No turning back, no 
turning back,” contin-
ues to echo through 
generations as a time-
less reminder that fol-
lowing Christ means 
surrendering all and 
trusting Him complete-
ly.

From the mountains 
of India to churches 
across the world, this 
hymn stands as a tes-
tament to one man’s 
unwavering faith and 
the transformative 
power of the Gospel.

"Be kind and compas-
sionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave 
you." — Ephesians 4:32 
(NIV)

Kindness is one of 
those quiet virtues 
that often gets over-
looked in a world that 
celebrates strength, 
success, and self-suf-
ficiency. Yet, in Scrip-
ture, kindness is any-
thing but weak—it’s 
a reflection of God’s 
heart. When we show 
kindness, we are mir-
roring the very nature 
of our Creator.

Kindness doesn’t al-
ways look like grand 
gestures. It’s often 
found in the small, 
unseen moments—a 
gentle word to some-

one who’s struggling, a 
helping hand when no 
one else steps forward, 
or a prayer whispered 
for a friend who’s hurt-
ing. These acts might 
seem simple, but they 
carry eternal weight.

Jesus lived a life 
marked by kindness. 
He noticed the people 
others overlooked—
the leper, the tax col-
lector, the woman at 
the well. His kindness 
wasn’t conditional; it 
flowed from His com-
passion and love for 
every soul. If we are 
to follow Him, we must 
do the same.

When the Apostle 
Paul wrote to the ear-
ly church, he urged 
believers to “clothe” 
themselves with kind-
ness (Colossians 
3:12). That imagery 
is powerful—it means 
kindness should be 

something we put on 
daily, just as we put 
on our clothes. It’s not 
optional or occasional; 
it’s a choice we make 
every day to reflect 
Christ’s love to those 
around us.

Kindness also has a 
ripple effect. A single 
kind act can soften a 
hardened heart, heal a 
broken spirit, or spark 
faith in someone who 
feels forgotten. In a 
dark world, kindness 
shines like a light, 
pointing others toward 
Jesus.

Is there someone in 
your life who needs 
to experience God’s 
kindness through you? 
Maybe it’s a neighbor, 
a co-worker, or even 
a family member. Ask 
God today to give you 
opportunities to share 
His love in tangible 
ways.

Ingredients:
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 1 cup chopped pecans
• 1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, melted
Cream Cheese Layer:
• 8 oz cream cheese, softened
• 1 cup powdered sugar
• 1 cup whipped topping (like Cool 
Whip)
Pudding Layer:
• 1 large box (5.1 oz) instant va-
nilla or butterscotch pudding mix
• 3 cups cold milk
Topping:
• Remaining whipped topping 
(about 2 cups)
• Extra chopped pecans for gar-
nish

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Com-
bine melted butter, flour, and 
chopped pecans. Press evenly 
into the bottom of a 9x13-inch 
baking dish. Bake for 15–20 min-
utes or until lightly golden. Cool 
completely.
2. Cream cheese layer: Beat 
cream cheese and powdered 
sugar until smooth. Fold in 1 cup 
whipped topping. Spread evenly 
over cooled crust.
3. Pudding layer: Whisk pudding 
mix with cold milk until thickened, 
about 2–3 minutes. Spread over 
cream cheese layer.
4. Top it off: Spread remaining 
whipped topping over pudding. 
Sprinkle with chopped pecans.
5. Chill: Refrigerate 2–3 hours be-
fore serving for best results
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service! !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Brent Garden 
Apartments 

- Elderly 
Community 

We are taking 
applications for 
our One and 
Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free 
living.  Ask about 
the Qualifications. 
Come in and apply 
today. No application 
fees.
Office Hours 8:00 – 
2:30 M – F 

57 Steele Street; 
Centreville, AL 
35042   
(205) 926-7547 

  

SERVICES	

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to ad-
vertise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Su-
perior quality bath 
and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-
0326

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 
three step process: 
Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get 
your fair cash of-
fer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. 
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out the 
wet area and do 
repairs to protect 
your family and your 
home's value! If you 
have water in your 
home that needs 
to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code 
of service location 
ready when you call! 

HEALTH/
BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-
ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

A F F O R D A B L E 
TV & INTERNET. 
If you are overpay-
ing for your service, 
call now for a free 
quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a 
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection for 
your home, backed 
by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime 
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 
1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an 
additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for 
warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s 
a power move.

Safe Step. North 

Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring 
our FREE shower 
package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-844-
871-6175

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 
Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. 
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1 - 8 7 7 - 8 1 7 - 4 6 9 7 
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as lit-

tle as one day. For 
a limited time, waiv-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and 
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden 
fees and activation 

is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk 
and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UN-
WANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans 
find work or start 
their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 
today!
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EVENTS
Bibb County Schools to 
host Special Education 

Parent Night
The Bibb County 

Board of Education will 
host a Special Educa-
tion Parent Night on 
Tuesday, November 
18, 2025, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. in the Board 
of Education Board 
Room.

This Parent Re-
source Night is de-
signed to connect fam-
ilies, educators, and 
specialists in a sup-
portive and collabora-
tive setting. The event 
will focus on Behavior 
Strategies and Sen-
sory Supports, offering 
parents practical guid-
ance to help children 
with diverse learning 
needs succeed both at 
home and in the class-
room.

Guest speakers Sa-
vannah Simmons, 
BCBA, and Kelley 
Stringfellow, OTRL, 

will share their exper-
tise on how to manage 
challenging behav-
iors, create sensory-
friendly environments, 
and encourage posi-
tive engagement for 
students with special 
needs. These topics 
are especially ben-
eficial for parents who 
want to better under-
stand their child’s be-
havior and how sen-
sory experiences can 
impact learning and 
emotional regulation.

Parents and caregiv-
ers are encouraged 
to attend to gain valu-
able tools and connect 
with others navigating 
similar experiences. 
The evening will also 
provide an opportu-
nity to ask questions, 
share insights, and 
learn about available 
school and community 
resources.

Those planning to 
attend are asked to 

RSVP by emailing 
downsj@bibbed.org or 
calling 205-926-9881, 
extension 6022.

The Bibb County 
School System contin-
ues to emphasize the 
importance of family 
involvement in educa-
tion, particularly when 
it comes to supporting 
students with unique 
learning needs. Events 
like this serve as a re-
minder that collabora-
tion between parents 
and educators is vital 
for student growth and 
success.

By creating 
a welcoming 
and informative 
environment, the 
Special Education 
Parent Night aims 
to equip families 
with knowledge 
and confidence 
while strengthening 
relationships between 
home and school.

Extension Office to host Fall Wreath-Making Class at Tannehill

The Alabama Co-
operative Extension 
System will host a Fall 
Wreath-Making Class 
on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 2025, from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Tannehill His-
toric Ironworks Park 
Event Center, located 
at 12632 Confederate 
Parkway, McCalla, AL 
35111.

The seasonal work-
shop will be led by 
Extension Agent Lynn 
Dickinson, who will 
guide participants 
through creating their 
own fall wreaths using 
natural materials that 
can be found through-
out Alabama’s forests. 
All materials for the 
workshop will be pro-
vided, and the cost to 
attend is $15 per per-
son.

This hands-on event 
offers an opportu-
nity for participants 
to learn creative and 
sustainable ways to 
bring a touch of nature 
into their homes while 
celebrating the colors 
and textures of the fall 
season.

Those interested in 
attending are encour-
aged to register online 
at www.aces.edu/go/
BibbFallWreath25 to 
reserve a spot. Space 
may be limited due to 
class size, and early 
registration is recom-
mended.

Whether participants 
are experienced 
crafters or simply 
looking for a fun 
seasonal activity, the 
wreath-making class 
provides a relaxed, 
creative environment 
to connect with others 
and enjoy Alabama’s 
natural beauty.
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Hunter Education Course 
set for November 15 at 

Brierfield Ironworks Park

Residents of Bibb 
County and surround-
ing areas will have an 
opportunity to learn 
how to hunt safely, 
responsibly, and con-
fidently this fall at a 
Hunter Education 
Course scheduled for 
Saturday, November 
15, 2025, at Brierfield 
Ironworks Historical 
State Park.

The event will take 
place from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., and is open 
to participants ages 10 
and older. The course 
is free to attend, lunch 
will be provided, and 
registration is required 
through the Alabama 
Department of Con-
servation and Natural 
Resources (ADCNR) 
at www.outdoorala-
bama.com.

This eight-hour 
course is mandatory 
for anyone born on or 
after August 1, 1977, 
who wishes to obtain 
a hunting license with-
out supervision. It ful-
fills the Alabama Hunt-
er Education require-
ment, a crucial step in 
ensuring that hunters 
are knowledgeable 
about state laws, fire-
arm safety, and ethical 

hunting practices be-
fore heading into the 
field.

The class will be 
led by Officer Katie 
Burks and will cover a 
range of important top-
ics including firearm 
handling and safety, 
wildlife conservation, 
proper identification of 
game, survival skills, 
and hunting ethics. In-
structors will also dis-
cuss the importance of 
respecting both wild-
life and other hunters 
in the outdoors.

For additional de-
tails or questions, par-
ticipants may contact 
Officer Katie Burks at 
334-375-0908.

While the course 
provides a pathway 
toward legal licensure, 
its true purpose runs 
deeper — it’s about 
saving lives and pro-
tecting Alabama’s out-
door community. Hunt-
ing is a time-honored 
tradition across the 
state, offering families 
and friends a way to 
connect with nature, 
provide food, and sup-
port conservation ef-
forts. But it also carries 
risks when safety is 
not prioritized.

According to sta-
tistics released by 
ammo.com, more than 

14 million Americans 
apply for hunting li-
censes each year, 
making hunting one of 
the most widely prac-
ticed outdoor activities 
in the nation. How-
ever, the same report 
highlights that most 
hunting accidents are 
caused by human er-
ror, accounting for ap-
proximately 80% of all 
incidents.

The most common 
cause of firearm-relat-
ed hunting accidents, 
the report notes, is 
a hunter’s failure to 
properly identify their 
target, which accounts 
for 37% of all firearm-
related incidents. 
Other risks, such as 
tree stand accidents, 
continue to pose sig-
nificant dangers, re-
sulting in an estimated 
3,000 to 4,000 injuries 
each year.

While overall hunting 
safety has improved 
over the past several 
decades, the statistics 
remain sobering. In 
2001, 9% of all report-
ed hunting accidents 
were fatal, emphasiz-
ing that even expe-
rienced hunters can 
face life-threatening 
situations if precau-
tions are not taken. 
The data also shows 

that rifles are involved 
in 25% of firearm-
related hunting acci-
dents, while shotguns 
account for 23%.

Courses like the 
one at Brierfield are 
designed to prevent 
these tragedies by 
instilling responsible 
habits and awareness 
early on. By teaching 
proper firearm han-

dling, target identifica-
tion, and the impor-
tance of preparation, 
instructors aim to en-
sure that every hunter 
returns home safely 
after a day in the field.

As the event orga-
nizers emphasize, 
hunting safely not only 
protects individual 
hunters but strength-
ens the reputation of 

the hunting community 
as a whole. Whether 
participants are new to 
hunting or seasoned 
outdoorsmen refresh-
ing their knowledge, 
this day-long class of-
fers an opportunity to 
gain confidence, rein-
force safety principles, 
and join Alabama’s 
community of respon-
sible hunters.
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