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From Bibb County to the Big Leagues: 
The Charles Cleveland Story
Bibb County is 

known for its great 
athletes. Some nota-
ble mentions are Zac 
Stacy, Ben Jones, and 
many more. While all 
these athletes have 
had a journey to star-
dom, one in particular 
stands out from the 
rest. Charles Cleve-
land was born during 
a divided time in the 
nation’s history. Cleve-
land, born on April 25,  
1951, in Brent, grew 
up to become one of 
the greatest basket-
ball players in Bibb 
County. He was part 
of the first integrated 
class at Bibb County 
High School. Before 
his team won the 1970 
State Championship 
for Bibb and went on 
to play for the Univer-
sity of Alabama, he 
was simply Charles 
Cleveland. 

Cleveland always 
had talent when it 
came to playing ball. 
Willie Cash is one 
of Cleveland’s long-
time teammates and 
friends. “We used to 
play basketball out-
side during break time. 

We played ball from 
the 7th grade to the 
12th grade. He was 
one of the best guys I 
ever met,” Cash said. 
When asked what 
Cash’s favorite memo-
ry of Charles was, the 
team winning the state 
playoffs was his an-
swer. Cleveland went 
on to be named Class 
3A MVP and MVP of 
the state tournament.

Cleveland was not 
only a great basketball 
player, but his charac-
ter spoke volumes. “He 
was the best ball play-
er I played with,” Cash 
stated. Cash says that 
Charles encouraged 
his teammates to be 
their best both on and 
off the court. Charles’s 
bright spirit and kind 
personality was shown 
through. He followed 
the golden rule by 
treating others the way 
he liked to be treat-
ed. For Cash, Charles 
was more than a 
teammate, he was 
like family. “He treated 
me like a brother, and 
I treated him like he 
was my brother,” Cash 
expressed. Cleveland 
was a key player and 
significantly impacted 
his team for the better. 

"He was the one that 
would score the most 
points, but he would 
give us an opportuni-
ty to score too,” Cash 
said. Cleveland’s leg-
acy still continues to 
transform the lives of 
others. “I hope people 
remember him as one 
of the best ball players 
to come through Bibb 
County,” Cash said.  

Another person 
who was positively 
impacted by Charles 
Cleveland was John 
Ed Belvin. When John 
Ed Belvin first heard 
about Charles Cleve-
land in the 1970s, he 
didn’t expect the play-
er’s talent or character 
to leave such a lasting 
impression.

“We’d heard all 
about Charles Cleve-
land,” John recalled. 
“One night, a friend 
and I decided to go 
see him play at David-
son High School. This 
is where the current 
school building, Cen-
treville Middle School 
stands. “We were the 
only white people in 
the gym, and I remem-
ber feeling uncomfort-
able until the coach 
looked at us and said, 
‘You boys come on in.’ 

From that point on, I 
knew this was some-
thing special,” Belvin 
stated. 

Cleveland, who 
stood 6-foot-5, quick-
ly proved to be more 
than a great player. 
“The first time he got 
the ball, he pulled up 
from just past half 
court and made the 
shot,” John said. “The 
roof almost came off. 
He was phenomenal.”

By 1970, schools 
in Bibb County were 
fully integrated, and 
Cleveland and John 
found themselves not 
just teammates, but 
friends. “That summer 
before my senior year, 
we started practicing 
together,” John said. 
“We didn’t have racial 
problems. We were 
just good people who 
loved to play basket-
ball.”

That team went on 
to finish 33-1 and win 
the state champion-
ship. “We scored 100 
points or more in 11 
games that season,” 
John said proudly. “At 
halftime of the champi-
onship, we were down 
by eight. But we never 
thought we were going 
to lose. We came out, 

played our game, and 
won,” John said.

Even with his ex-
traordinary talent, 
Cleveland remained 
humble. “Charles nev-
er talked trash. He 
didn’t lose his temper. 
He just let his playing 
do the talking,” Belvin 
said. “He was one of 
the most mild-man-
nered, respectful ath-
letes I’ve ever known.”

Cleveland’s profes-
sional career was hin-
dered by bad timing 
and injuries. Drafted 
by the Philadelphia 
76ers during the ABA-
NBA merger, he was 
the final cut before the 
season began. Later, 
a shoulder injury de-
railed his shot at the 

NFL with the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers.

“People wonder why 
he didn’t have a long 
pro career,” John ex-
plained. “It wasn’t abil-
ity, he had all the talent 
in the world. It was just 
bad luck and circum-
stances beyond his 
control.”

For John, the real 
legacy of Charles 
Cleveland wasn’t the 
points scored, or the 
accolades earned. “He 
was a high-character 
guy,” he said. “Charles 
showed us what it 
meant to be humble, 
even when you’re the 
best player in the gym. 
That’s what I’ll always 
remember.”
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4-H: Shaping Tomorrow’s Leaders Beyond the Barnyard

When many people 
hear “4-H,” they might 
picture barns, animals, 
and blue ribbons at 
the county fair. While 
agriculture remains a 
proud and important 
part of 4-H’s legacy, 
the program’s reach 
goes far beyond rais-
ing chickens in the 
backyard. In Bibb 
County, 4-H is dedi-
cated to cultivating the 
full potential of young 
people — equipping 
them with the skills, 
confidence, and val-
ues they need to suc-
ceed in every aspect 
of life.

Over the past few 
weeks, West Blocton 
Middle School stu-
dents have had the 
chance to experience 
firsthand how 4-H 
combines fun, creativ-
ity, and practical learn-
ing. Through a variety 
of hands-on activities, 
Bibb County 4-H has 
been helping students 
explore the world 
around them while 
discovering their own 
unique strengths and 
interests.

Recently, the focus 
at West Blocton Middle 
was all about robots 
and coding — a topic 
that might surprise 
those who still associ-
ate 4-H only with farm-
ing. Students began 
by learning the defini-
tion of coding and dis-
cussing its real-world 
purpose. The lesson 
didn’t stop there; they 
also explored the 
growing number of 
career opportunities 
available in technol-
ogy fields, including 
many that don’t re-
quire a traditional four-
year college degree. 
Students then put their 
new knowledge into 
practice by “coding” a 
friend through an ob-
stacle course, acting 
as game designers to 
give precise, logical 

directions. The high-
light of the day came 
when everyone had 
the chance to interact 
with Dash, a friendly 
robot that made the 
learning process even 
more engaging.

The eighth-grade 
classes also dove 
deeper into career ex-
ploration, researching 
their dream jobs and 
identifying the skills, 
salary ranges, and 
education required to 
pursue them. This ac-
tivity helped students 
see that success can 
take many paths — 
and that with curiosity, 
initiative, and dedica-
tion, there are count-
less ways to build a 
fulfilling career.

In another recent 
session, the lessons 
shifted from technol-
ogy to timeless life 
skills. Students at 
West Blocton Middle 
participated in a work-
shop on manners and 
etiquette — an area of 
development that’s just 
as important as techni-
cal knowledge. Stu-
dents learned about 
respect, professional-
ism, and how to carry 
themselves with con-
fidence in both formal 
and everyday settings. 
They practiced intro-
ducing themselves, 
making eye contact, 
and offering a proper 
handshake. One of the 
most meaningful parts 
of the lesson was the 
focus on gratitude 
and communication. 
Each student was en-
couraged to think of 
someone in their life to 
thank, then write and 
deliver a handwritten 
thank-you note — a 
simple but powerful 
exercise in thoughtful-
ness and appreciation.

These experienc-
es reflect what Bibb 
County 4-H is all 
about: developing the 
whole person. Wheth-
er it’s building leader-
ship through technolo-

gy, teamwork through 
projects, or character 
through acts of kind-
ness, 4-H helps young 
people grow into well-
rounded, capable citi-
zens ready to make 
a positive impact on 
their communities.

For youth who want 
to take their involve-
ment a step further, the 
Bibb County 4-H Youth 
Council is now forming 
for the upcoming year. 
Open to all middle and 
high school students in 
Bibb County, the Youth 
Council provides an 
opportunity to gain 
valuable experience in 
leadership, community 
service, marketing, ac-
tivity planning, team-
work, public speaking, 
and decision-making. 
The first meeting will 
be held on October 28 
at 4:30 p.m. in the Bibb 
County High School 
Library.

Students interested 
in joining or learning 
more can contact Holly 
Hall at (205) 928-2981 
or HAH0056@auburn.
edu. The Bibb County 
4-H Youth Council is 
supported by the Ala-
bama Cooperative 
Extension System, a 

partnership between 
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity and Auburn Uni-
versity, which serves 
as an equal opportuni-
ty educator, employer, 
and provider.

From robotics to re-
spect, Bibb County 
4-H continues to show 

Alabama’s workforce 
system is entering a 
new era. Governor 
Kay Ivey announced 
Thursday, October 16, 
2025, the creation of 
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Workforce 
(ADOW) — a sweep-
ing reorganization that 
she described as the 
most comprehensive 
workforce transforma-
tion in the state’s his-
tory.

The new depart-
ment was officially 
unveiled during a cer-
emony on the steps 
of the Alabama State 
Capitol, where leaders 
from education, indus-
try, and government 
joined community 
representatives from 
every county to cel-
ebrate what the gover-
nor called a major step 
toward strengthening 
Alabama’s economic 
future.

“Alabama’s work-
force is our greatest 
competitive advan-
tage,” Governor Ivey 
said. “This unified ap-
proach connects indi-
vidual career advance-
ment to statewide 
prosperity, ensuring 
that our human capital 
drives continued eco-
nomic growth across 
all communities.”

Under the leader-
ship of Secretary Greg 
Reed, ADOW will 
bring together a range 
of workforce programs 
that were previously 
scattered across mul-
tiple agencies. The 
goal, officials said, is 
to streamline access 
to career development 
services, improve ef-
ficiency, and address 
one of

Alabama’s most 
persistent challenges: 
a low workforce par-

ticipation rate that lags 
behind the rest of the 
nation, despite the 
state’s historically low 
unemployment.

Reed said the de-
partment’s mission is 
centered on “removing 
barriers” and “creating 
clear pathways con-
necting people to pros-
perity through integrat-
ed services.” One key 
priority will be reaching 
young adults who face 
what he called the “26 
cliff” — the point when 
many lose access to 
healthcare coverage 
and other support sys-
tems as they age out 
of certain programs.

“We’re not just fix-
ing problems—we’re 
building Alabama’s 
competitive future,” 
Reed said. “Alabama’s 
greatest resource is 
its people, and when 
they thrive, we all rise. 
This Department rep-
resents our commit-
ment to meeting every 
Alabamian where they 
are and guiding them 
to where they want to 
be.”

To make that vision a 
reality, the department 
plans to strengthen lo-
cal career centers and 
expand community-
based outreach across 
the state. “We’re 
meeting people where 
they are—by making 
opportunities acces-
sible for all through 
their own community 
connections,” Reed 
explained. The depart-
ment also intends to 
use new digital match-
ing systems and tele-
case management 
tools to help connect 
Alabamians with train-
ing and job opportuni-
ties in real time.

The agency’s long-
term strategy posi-
tions it as the central 
authority on workforce 

data, regulation, and 
service delivery, with 
a heavy emphasis on 
connecting educa-
tion and employment. 
By aligning programs 
that were once siloed, 
state officials hope to 
eliminate gaps in the 
system and create 
what they describe as 
“seamless pathways” 
from the classroom to 
the workplace.

At the same time, 
ADOW aims to bal-
ance technology with 
human connection. 
Plans call for ex-
panded use of virtual 
training platforms and 
real-time labor mar-
ket analytics, paired 
with partnerships built 
through trusted com-
munity voices — a 
model that Reed said 
keeps “the fundamen-
tal human element of 
career guidance and 
support” at the center 
of the mission.

State officials and 
lawmakers have 
praised the new struc-
ture as a move toward 
more accountable, co-
ordinated governance. 
“This represents the 
most ambitious work-
force development 
initiative Alabama has 
undertaken,” Reed 
said. “We’re creating a 
foundation for lasting 
growth that benefits 
every community and 
ensures no Alabamian 
navigates their career 
journey alone.”

The Alabama De-
partment of Workforce 
will now serve as the 
primary entry point 
for workforce servic-
es across the state, 
combining resources, 
training, and outreach 
to help Alabamians 
overcome barriers to 
employment and build 
a stronger statewide 
economy.

that its mission goes 
far beyond agriculture 
— it’s about planting 
the seeds of leader-
ship, curiosity, and 

compassion in the 
next generation.

(Photos: Bibb Co. 
4-H)

Governor Ivey Announces 
Alabama Department of Workforce

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Centreville 
News

By Brenda Hubbard

The Fifth Annual Col-
ors On The Cahaba 
will be held on Sat-
urday, November 8, 
2025. Get ready, May-
berry fans! The iconic 
Mayberry Sheriff’s Car 
will be making a spe-
cial appearance from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Make 
plans to attend this 
event. 
Among those having 
birthdays in October 
are Kathleen Johnson, 
Eric Averette, Kelton 
Clinner, Lesland Clin-
ner, Elaine Edwards, 
Mary Kinard, Susan 
Clark, Flora Steele, 
Reed Patridge and 
Kim Thomas. 
Sympathy goes out to 
the family of Shirley 
Tubbs Blackerby who 
passed away on Oc-
tober 9, 2025. Funer-
al services were held 

on October 14, 2025. 
Shirley will be greatly 
missed.
A speedy recovery 
goes out to Larry Spei-
ghts who has been in 
the hospital. 
We wish to extend 
sincere sympathy to 
the family of Virgin-
ia Short who passed 
away on October 12, 
2025. A Celebration of 
Life was held on Octo-
ber 17. Virginia will be 
missed by her family 
and friends. 
Charlotte Lovela-
dy West was the re-
cent Monday overnite 
guest of her daughter 
Hilary Perry and family 
at Hoover. 
If you have news call 
it in at 205.316.1181. 
Take care & God 
Bless. 

Vance Construction
Ensures Safety for Drivers 

If your morning com-
mute includes pass-
ing through Vance, 
you might have come 
across construction off 
US-11. “The contrac-
tor is currently paving 
the northbound side 
where we have base 
and is working on 
drainage structures,” 
ALDOT Communica-
tions and Public Re-
lations Coordinator 
John McWilliams said. 
The construction crew 

are currently working 
to ensure safe travel 
for drivers. In order to 
do this, they are re-
surfacing and add-
ing lanes to the road-
way. As the weather 
gets cooler, workers 
will install a curb and 
gutter system. After 
that, the wearing sur-
face, which will be a 
final layer of asphalt, 
will begin to be placed 
next spring. As of right 
now, the project is set 
to finish in late sum-
mer of 2026.

West Blocton Middle School
Celebrates Academic Excellence

West Blocton Middle 
School has proud-
ly released its Honor 
Roll for the first nine 
weeks of the school 
year, recognizing doz-
ens of students for 
their outstanding aca-
demic achievements. 
The school's adminis-
tration highlights these 
successes as a direct 
result of strong part-
nerships between stu-
dents, parents, and 
teachers.

A Community-Wide 
Achievement
The recently published 
list acknowledges stu-
dents who earned 
places on both the A/B 
Honor Roll and the A 
Honor Roll. A/B Honor 
Roll students achieved 
a mix of A and B 
grades, while A Honor 
Roll students earned 
the highest distinction 
by receiving all A's.
School leadership em-
phasized that this ac-
complishment extends 
beyond the students 
alone. "We recognize 
the roles of students, 
teachers, and parents 
in this achievement," 
said a representative 
for West Blocton Mid-
dle School. "Hard ac-
ademic rigor and at-
tendance are key to 
making good grades."

The Partnership Tri-
angle
Academic success 
flourishes when a sup-
portive triangle of col-
laboration exists be-
tween the school, 
home, and student. 

For West Blocton Mid-
dle School, this means 
fostering a community 
where each party is 
invested in the child's 
education.

•	 S t u d e n t s 
showed dedication 
and discipline through 
consistent academic 
rigor and commitment 
to attending classes.
•	 Teachers pro-
vided the guidance 
and instruction neces-
sary to help students 
master new skills and 
concepts.
•	 Parents are in-
vited to participate in 
their child's education, 
providing the crucial 
at-home support and 
encouragement need-
ed to reinforce class-
room learning.

Parental Engage-
ment: A Pillar of Suc-
cess
Research consistently 
shows that when fami-
lies and schools work 
together, students 
tend to earn higher 
grades, attend school 
more regularly, and 
stay in school longer. 
This focus on active 
parent involvement is 
a core component of 
West Blocton Middle 
School's approach to 
education. By welcom-
ing and encouraging 
parental engagement, 
the school strength-
ens the entire learning 
ecosystem.
As the school year pro-
gresses, West Blocton 
Middle School looks 
forward to celebrating 

continued student suc-
cess and reinforcing 
the strong, collabora-
tive relationships that 
make it possible. The 
achievements of these 
honor roll students set 
a positive tone for the 
rest of the year, dem-
onstrating the power 
of a united community 
committed to academ-
ic excellence.

First 9 Weeks 
Honor Roll
A Honor Roll
Rayleigh Averett, 
Easton Boltz, Kel-
by Boothe, Sophia 
Bovell, Jace Buford, 
Jade Caddis, Brantlee 
Clemmer, Easton 
Fisher, Madelyn-Kate 
Gray, Greyson Ha-
good, Caiden LaFoy, 
Brandon LaGrone, Eli 
Lewis, Josiah Nelson, 
Jasper Odom, Colby 
Poole, Mason Smith, 
Brennan Watts, Wil-
liam Chambliss, Ce-
cilia Dickson, Adam 
Donis, Katie Head, 
Ava Herndon, Jame-
son Huffman, Rylan 
Johnson, Bobbi Kiel-
man, Harper Law-
ley, Khloe McCullar, 
Abigail Morris, Leah 
Sanders, Jase Single-
ton, Baylee Thrasher, 
Lucy Blake, Connor 
Davis, Kelsey Haley, 
Tristin Hartzell, Alaina 
Hearle, Carter Heaton, 
Gavin Johnson, Kim-
ber Kinard, Cayden 
Odom, Kayleigh Pis-
sanos, Willow Samp-
ley, Chance Sims

A/B Honor Roll
Caleb Allen, Alyssah 
Bates, Jeremy Blake, 
Austin Cook, Kynleigh 
Cross, Fatima Del cid 
Solares, Braxton Dial, 
Sarah Gilham, Joseph 
Godwin, Harmony 
Jones, Camden La-
Foy, Keenan Sanders, 
Zayden Smith, Aubree 
Stacy, London Sta-
cy, Dalton Terry, Clay 
Bowman, Tristen Brig-
gins, Garrett Bussey, 
Molly Canterbury, Ella 
Carroll, Cole Culp, 
Hugo Diaz-Tax, Har-
ley Edwards, Ryleigh 
Elam, George Gonza-
lez, Ryleigh Guy An-
drews, Lukas Hartz-
ell, Erica Head, Briella 
Holt, Jonah Hunt, Jay-
len Inga, Crimson Jen-
nings, Robert Knight, 
Logan LaFoy, Aray-
leigh Lewis, Elyse 
Manning, Luke March-
ant, Jaxyn Naramore, 
Amilia Pitts, Madal-
ynn-Kate Rich, Ki-
lyn Tillman, Weston 
Wyres, Brons Ander-
son, Ayla Bates, Brant-
ley Blake, Zillie Bush, 
Dezaray Davis, Carter 
Fancher, Payden For-
sythe, Addelia Gaytan, 
Sofia Gilham, Keyri 
Henrriquez, Sophia 
Johnson, Jackson Kel-
ley, Esme Lopp, Hen-
ley McMickin, Andrew 
Palmer, Kyli Parker, 
Jason Pierce, Ava 
Pierson, Lilly Reach, 
Amber Russell, Kai-
lynn Smith, Emma 
Strickland, Kali Super, 
Lukas Taylor, Ashley 
Terry, Madelyn Terry, 
Emma Tingle, Sophia 
Trammell

WBMS Students Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage with a Vibrant Cultural Presentation

On October 21, 2025, 
West Blocton Middle 
School (WBMS) cel-
ebrated a success-
ful day of student-led 
learning. A group of 
Hispanic students took 
the initiative to educate 
their peers about their 
countries of heritage. 
The special presen-
tation, which was en-
joyed by over 225 stu-
dents, highlighted the 
rich cultures of Hon-
duras, Mexico, and 

Guatemala through 
engaging and creative 
displays.
The event, which was 
entirely organized and 
led by the students, 
created an immersive 
experience for the au-
dience. Participants 
created colorful dis-
play boards, gave in-
formative talks, and 
shared authentic arti-
facts with their class-
mates. The presenta-
tions were a testament 

to the students' hard 
work and passion for 
their heritage, provid-
ing a meaningful look 
into diverse traditions.

An interactive 
and delicious 
learning experi-
ence
In addition to visual 
displays, the present-
ers offered food and 
drink samples from 
their home countries, 

providing a delicious 
and tangible connec-
tion to their cultures. 
One group went above 
and beyond, captivat-
ing their classmates 
with a dynamic vol-
cano demonstration 
while discussing Gua-
temala's Volcán de 
Fuego. This creative 
approach to educa-
tion brought a new lev-
el of excitement to the 
classroom.

Celebrate the Season with the Fall 
Floral Arrangement Workshop

Fall is (finally) in the 
air, and what better 
way to embrace the 
season than by creat-
ing your own autumn-
inspired floral arrange-
ment? The Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
System invites com-
munity members to 
join the Fall Floral Ar-
rangement Workshop 
on Monday, November 
4, at Heardmont Park 
in Shelby County. This 
hands-on event com-
bines creativity, learn-
ing, and seasonal fun 
in one beautiful after-
noon.

Participants will de-
sign their own floral 
arrangements us-
ing a festive pumpkin 
“vase”, blending the 
bright colors of fall 
blooms with the rustic 
charm of harvest dé-
cor. Under the guid-
ance of horticulture 
experts, attendees will 
learn both the art and 
the science behind 

floral design and sea-
sonal gardening.

The workshop will 
feature Jacob Turner, 
who will share valu-
able insights on how 
to grow your own 
pumpkins and flow-
ers successfully — 
covering tips on soil 
preparation, planting 
timelines, and main-
tenance techniques 
to help your garden 
thrive. Lilly Oaks will 
then lead participants 
through the creative 
process of building 
their floral arrange-
ments, offering step-
by-step instruction and 
design inspiration suit-
able for all skill levels.

The event runs from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
and light refreshments 
will be provided. 
Space is limited to 25 
attendees, ensuring a 
personalized and en-
gaging experience for 
everyone. The cost to 
participate is $40 per 
person, which includes 
all materials needed 

to complete and take 
home your arrange-
ment.

Pre-registration is re-
quired, and early sign-
up is encouraged as 
spots are expected to 
fill quickly. Participants 
can reserve their place 
online at https://www.
aces.edu/go/Shelby-
Pumpkin.

The Fall Floral Ar-
rangement Workshop 
offers a perfect oppor-
tunity to connect with 
nature, express cre-

ativity, and celebrate 
the beauty of the au-
tumn season. Whether 
you’re looking to learn 
a new skill, enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon, or 
simply bring a touch of 
fall into your home, this 
workshop promises an 
experience that’s both 
enriching and memo-
rable.

For more information 
or questions about the 
event, contact Jacob 
Turner at (334) 401-
9164.
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Church 220 is gear-
ing up for its annual 
Fall Festival on Oct. 
26 from 5–7 p.m. The 
event will take place 
at 21610 Youngblood 
Parkway in McCalla 
and is open to families 

across Woodstock and 
surrounding communi-
ties.

This free, family-
friendly event will fea-
ture trunk-or-treating, 
hayrides, a pumpkin-
decorating contest, 
and a local food truck 
offering festive treats. 

Organizers say the 
evening promises 
something for every-
one, from children 
looking to fill their 
candy buckets to par-
ents eager to enjoy the 
crisp fall air and fellow-
ship.

Church 220 Invites 
Community to Celebrate 
Fall with Family Festival

Witches Take Flight 
Over West Blocton This 

Halloween

Main Street in West 
Blocton will soon be 
filled with broom-
sticks, laughter, and 
plenty of candy as the 
town hosts its first-
ever Witches of West 
Blocton Witches Ride 
during the 2025 Hal-
loween on Main cel-
ebration.

The spooky spec-
tacle will take place 
Friday, Oct. 31, at 6:30 

p.m. The event invites 
riders ages 16 and 
older to put on their 
best witch hats and 
costumes for a fes-
tive “flight” down Main 
Street. Families and 
children are encour-
aged to line up on the 
streets, catch candy, 
and enjoy Halloween 
fun.

Organizers say this 
inaugural witch ride is 
all about community 
spirit and creativity. 

Participants can ex-
pect a mix of “magic 
and mischief” as they 
pedal or glide their 
way through town.

Those interested in 
participating can reg-
ister online. Space is 
limited, so early sign-
ups are encouraged.

For more information 
or to secure a spot, 
visit the Town of West 
Blocton’s official Face-
book page.

BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER
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Alabama 
Silver Haired 

Legislature Meets 
in Montgomery, 
Alabama with 
ATRC regional 
representatives 

Montgomery, AL – 
The Alabama Silver 
Haired Legislature 
(ASHL) convened Oc-
tober 14-16, 2025, in 
Montgomery to dis-
cuss and advance is-
sues vital to the well-
being of Alabama’s se-
nior citizens. The pur-
pose of the ASHL is to 
provide representation 
by seniors throughout 
the state to inform the 
Alabama Legislature 
of specific needs af-
fecting constituents in 
their districts. During 
the session, members 
passed a series of 
resolutions focused on 
enhancing the quality 
of life for older adults 
in our region and 
across the state. The 
top ten resolutions, as 
voted by the body, will 
now move forward to 

the Governor and the 
Alabama State Leg-
islature for consider-
ation as potential leg-
islation.

Representing the 
Alabama Tombigbee 
Regional Commis-
sion (ATRC) region at 
the session were (left 
to right): Chairperson 
Shirley McClurkin of 
District 68, and Repre-
sentatives Josephine 
Blackwell of District 
71, Gerry Burford of 
District 69, and Rich-
mond Chaney of Dis-
trict 65.

The representation 
and advocacy of these 
representatives is cru-
cial to ensuring the 
voices and needs of 
Alabama’s seniors in 
our area are heard at 
the state level.

Mayor’s Races Settled This Year
Inside the Statehouse 

A Guest Opinion Column By Steve Flowers
When it comes to 

governing and how it 
affects your daily life, 
the most important 
vote you cast is for 
mayor of your city.

Most of our elec-
tions for mayor and 
city council were held 
in August. As is usually 
the case, the incum-
bents were reelected 
to most mayorships 
and city council. There 
were some significant 
upsets. However, for 
the most part, the city 
fathers will be back for 
four more years. City 
governing is where 
the rubber meets the 
road in Alabama and 
throughout the nation.

We have several 
mayors retiring this 
year, who will go into 
the annals of their city 
history as probably the 
greatest mayor their 
beloved hometown 
has ever had. Sandy 
Stimpson is retiring as 
Mayor of Mobile after 
12 years. He has been 
one of the best may-
ors in Port City history, 
probably only rivaled 
by Arthur Outlaw. 
Gary Fuller probably 
has been the greatest 
mayor in the history 
of the legendary city 
of Opelika. His de-
cades reign has been 
marked with progress 
beyond compare. He 
has left his Lee County 
bailiwick in remarkably 
sound financial condi-
tion. Joe Lee is retiring 
after 22 years as May-
or of Moody. He has 
overseen the transfor-
mation of his St. Clair 
County town from a 
population of 1500 to 
15,000. He has left an 
indelible mark.

Two of our state’s 
most popular and ac-
complished mayors, 

Tommy Battle of Hunts-
ville and Walt Maddox 
of Tuscaloosa, were 
elected without any 
opposition within the 
past year.

Dothan’s popular 
Mayor, Mark Saliba, 
was overwhelmingly 
reelected by a six to 
one margin to an un-
precedented third 
term in August. Troy 
Mayor Jason Reeves 
was first elected to the 
City Council in 1996 
at 24 years old. Six-
teen years later, he 
was elected mayor at 
age 40. He was unop-
posed for reelection to 
a third term as mayor 
this year. If he com-
pletes this term, he will 
be the longest consec-
utive serving city of-
ficial in Troy’s history. 
He will probably make 
it. He is only 53.

Phenix City’s popu-
lar longtime Mayor Ed-
die Lowe won a fourth 
term unopposed. 
Chuck Ables was re-
elected to his fourth 
term as Mayor of Ger-
aldine. 

Opelika elected 
veteran City Coun-
cil President, Eddie 
Smith, a retired banker 
and Opelika native to 
succeed the legendary 
Gary Fuller as Mayor. 
Smith has been Mayor 
Fuller’s longtime ally. 
They have worked 
lockstep together over 
the years to keep Ope-
lika very sound finan-
cially. Eddie Smith will 
be a good mayor.

Spiro Cheriogotis 
won a razor thin runoff 
over Barbara Drum-
mond to become the 
Mayor of Mobile, suc-
ceeding Sandy Stimp-
son.

The most impres-
sive victory of the year 
was turned in by Bir-
mingham Mayor Ran-
dall Woodfin. He won 
a whopping 75% of 
the vote on the way to 
reelection to his third 
term. He beat eight op-
ponents without a run-
off, including a veteran 
County Commissioner 
and a vocal longtime 
State Representative.

Vestavia Mayor Ash-
ley Curry trounced a 
token opponent on the 
way to reelection to a 
third term. He got 87% 
of the vote. Mountain 
Brook voters, for the 
first time, elected a fe-
male to serve as may-
or. City Council leader 
Graham Smith ran 
unopposed. Trussville 
elected City Council 
member Ben Short 
as mayor. Short won 
an impressive victory, 
beating two very via-
ble opponents without 
a runoff. Homewood 
elected popular City 
Council member and 
cross-country runner 
Jennifer Andress as 
the first female mayor 
in their city history.

In one of Alabama’s 
fastest growing and 
most prosperous cit-
ies, Athens, voters 
reelected their popu-
lar and accomplished 
Mayor Ronnie Marks 
to a fifth, four-year 
term. In another boom-
ing Huntsville area 
suburban city, Mad-
son, voters elected a 
female Mayor Ranae 
Bartlet. She beat two 
opponents without a 
runoff.

Albertville’s out-
standing Mayor Tracy 
Honea won reelection 
to an unprecedented 
fourth, four-year term, 
impressively. Kent 

Lawrence was elect-
ed to lead the major 
City of Decatur. Their 
longtime Mayor, Tad 
Bowling, retired. Dale 
Phillips eclipsed four 
opponents to win the 
mayor’s post of the 
growing City of North-
port. In Guntersville, 
incumbent mayor 
Leigh Dollar won a 
fourth four-year term. 
Mark Jones was elect-
ed Mayor of Jackson-
ville and will do a good 
job.

The two biggest and 
impressive upsets of 
the year occurred in 
Hoover and Ozark, 
where two current Po-
lice Chiefs beat the 
incumbent mayors. In 
Hoover, veteran Po-
lice Chief Nick Derzis 
beat two-term Mayor 
Frank Brocato by a 
56%t to 44% margin to 
become mayor of the 
state’s fifth largest city. 
The most impressive 
victory was in the Wire-
grass City of Ozark. 
Veteran Police Chief 
and Law Enforce-
ment officer, Charles 
Ward, trounced in-
cumbent Mayor Mark 
Blankenship 72% to 
28%. Ward is beloved 
in Ozark. He will be a 
proud mayor for his 
hometown.

The mayor’s office 
is where the rubber 
meets the road.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is 
Alabama’s leading 
political columnist. 
His weekly column 
appears in over 60 
Alabama newspapers. 
He served 16 years in 
the state legislature. 
Steve may be reached 
at steve@steveflow-
ers.us.

In case you
missed it:

The History of 
Halloween: From 
Ancient Rituals to 
Modern Traditions

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

Every October 31st, 
neighborhoods across 
America come alive 
with costumes, candy, 
and carved pumpkins 
glowing on porches. 
While today Hallow-
een is best known as 
a fun-filled evening for 
children and families, 
its history stretches 
back thousands of 
years and reflects a 
fascinating blend of 
ancient customs, re-
ligious traditions, and 
cultural change.

The origins of Hal-
loween can be traced 
to the ancient Celtic 
festival of Samhain 
(pronounced sow-in), 
celebrated over 2,000 
years ago in what 
is now Ireland, the 

United Kingdom, and 
northern France. Sam-
hain marked the end 
of the harvest season 
and the beginning of 
winter, a time the Celts 
associated with death 
and darkness. They 
believed that on the 
night of October 31st, 
the boundary between 
the living and the dead 
was blurred, allowing 
spirits to roam freely. 
To ward off harmful 
spirits, people lit bon-
fires and wore dis-
guises made of animal 
skins.

As Christian-
ity spread through 
Europe, many pa-
gan traditions were 
re-shaped to fit into 
Christian observanc-
es. In the 8th century, 
Pope Gregory III es-
tablished November 

1st as All Saints’ Day, 
a time to honor saints 
and martyrs. The night 
before became known 
as All Hallows’ Eve—
eventually shortened 
to Halloween. Over 
time, the mix of pagan 
and Christian customs 
gave the holiday its 
unique character.

When Irish and Scot-
tish immigrants came 
to America in the 19th 
century, they brought 
many Halloween tradi-

tions with them. Carv-
ing turnips into lan-
terns to ward off spir-
its eventually trans-
formed into the Ameri-
can custom of carving 
pumpkins, thanks to 
the plentiful supply in 
the New World. Chil-
dren began dressing 
up and going door-to-
door asking for treats, 
a practice that evolved 
into the modern tradi-
tion of trick-or-treating.

By the mid-20th cen-

tury, Halloween had 
grown into a commu-
nity-centered celebra-
tion, shedding much of 
its superstitious roots 
and becoming more 
about fun and festivity. 
Today, it is one of the 
most popular holidays 
in the United States, 
second only to Christ-
mas in consumer 
spending.

Though its begin-
nings were steeped 
in ancient fears about 

the unseen world, Hal-
loween has become 
a night of creativity, 
laughter, and commu-
nity. From Samhain 
bonfires to jack-o’-
lanterns and candy 
buckets, the history of 
Halloween shows how 
traditions evolve—and 
how people across 
centuries have found 
ways to celebrate both 
the mystery and the 
joy of the season.



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393
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“He Lives”

Plain & Simple
Pumpkin Spice Dump Cake

Rockco Funeral HomesRockco Funeral Homes
Thank you for choosing us as Best 

Funeral Home in Bibb County! 

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

Few songs have cap-
tured the joy of the 
Christian faith quite 
like “He Lives.” Written 
in 1933 by Alfred Hen-
ry Ackley, the hymn 
has become a favor-
ite across churches, 
especially during Eas-
ter celebrations, with 
its triumphant refrain, 
“You ask me how I 
know He lives? He 
lives within my heart.”
Alfred H. Ackley was 
both a pastor and mu-
sician, deeply devoted 
to sharing the mes-
sage of Christ through 
song. Born in 1887 in 
Pennsylvania, Ack-
ley studied music in 
New York and London 
before serving as a 
Presbyterian minister. 
His training gave him 
the tools to combine 
strong theology with 
memorable melody.

The inspiration for 
“He Lives” came dur-
ing the Easter season 
of 1932. Ackley had 
been preaching about 
the resurrection of 
Jesus when a young 
man asked him, “Why 
should I worship a 
dead Jew?” Shocked 
by the question, Ack-
ley’s heart burned 
with conviction. He 
responded, “He lives! 
I tell you, He is not 
dead, but lives here 
and now!” That very 
evening, Ackley sat 
down and poured out 
his faith into the lyrics 
and music that would 
become “He Lives.”
The hymn quick-
ly spread through 
churches, Sunday 
schools, and reviv-
als. Its simple chorus 
made it easy to re-
member, while its bold 

declaration of a liv-
ing Savior resonated 
deeply with worship-
pers. Over the years, 
it has been included 
in countless hym-
nals and continues 
to be sung worldwide 
nearly a century later.
Ackley himself went 
on to write over 1,500 
hymns and gospel 
songs, but none would 
reach the same lev-
el of recognition as 
“He Lives.” His words 
continue to echo 
each time congrega-
tions lift their voices 
to declare the hope 
of the resurrection.
From a question of 
doubt came a song of 
triumph—a remind-
er that the Christian 
faith is not built on a 
memory of the past, 
but on the living pres-
ence of Christ today.

Ingredients:
1 (15 oz) can pumpkin puree
1 (12 oz) can evaporated milk
3 large eggs
1 box yellow cake mix
1 cup melted butter (2 sticks)

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C). 
Grease a 9x13-inch baking dish.
In a large bowl, whisk together 
pumpkin puree, evaporated milk, 
and eggs until smooth. Pour into 
the baking dish.

Sprinkle the dry cake mix evenly 
over the pumpkin mixture (do not 
stir).

Drizzle melted butter evenly over 
the top.

Bake 50–55 minutes, until golden 
brown and set in the center.

Serve warm or chilled, with 
whipped cream or ice cream. It 
tastes like pumpkin pie and cob-
bler combined!

When we read the sto-
ry of Abraham in Scrip-
ture, we are reminded 
what it means to trust 
God even when the 
path ahead is unclear. 
Hebrews 11:8 tells us, 
“By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to 
a place he would later 
receive as his inheri-
tance, obeyed and 
went, even though he 
did not know where he 
was going.”
Abraham’s faith was 
not rooted in knowing 
the details, it was root-
ed in knowing God. 
When the Lord called 
him to leave his home-
land, his family, and 
everything familiar, 
Abraham stepped out 
on nothing but God’s 
promise. That kind 
of trust doesn’t come 

from circumstances 
lining up neatly; it 
comes from believing 
that God Himself is 
faithful.
One of the greatest 
tests of Abraham’s 
faith came when 
God asked him to of-
fer Isaac, the son of 
promise. Genesis 22 
shows us Abraham 
walking up the moun-
tain, trusting that God 
could even raise Isaac 
from the dead if nec-
essary. His faith was 
not passive—it was 
active obedience born 
out of confidence in 
God’s character.
We often find our-
selves in situations 
where God asks us 
to trust Him without 
full understanding. It 
may be a new sea-
son in life, an uncer-
tain future, or a trial 
that feels too heavy 

to carry. Like Abra-
ham, we don’t always 
know where the road 
leads—but we can 
know Who leads us.
Faith does not elimi-
nate questions or 
fears, but it anchors 
us in God’s unchang-
ing promises. Romans 
4:20-21 reminds us 
that Abraham “did not 
waver through un-
belief regarding the 
promise of God, but 
was strengthened in 
his faith and gave glo-
ry to God, being fully 
persuaded that God 
had power to do what 
he had promised.”
Today, may we hold 
fast to that same per-
suasion—that God is 
faithful, that His prom-
ises are true, and that 
our steps of obedience 
will never be wasted.

Faith Like Abraham’s
BY WHITNEY BUZBEE

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The Naz-
arene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service! !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Brent Garden 
Apartments 

- Elderly 
Community 

We are taking 
applications for 
our One and 
Two Bedrooms.  
Maintenance free 
living.  Ask about 
the Qualifications. 
Come in and apply 
today. No application 
fees.
Office Hours 8:00 – 
2:30 M – F 

57 Steele Street; 
Centreville, AL 
35042   
(205) 926-7547 

  

SERVICES	

SELLING a RV, 
Tractor or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspa-
pers, reaching over 1 
million readers each 
week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 
per week! Make one 
call to this newspa-
per (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspa-
per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to ad-
vertise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Su-
perior quality bath 
and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-770-
0326

We Buy Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 
three step process: 
Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get 
your fair cash of-
fer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. 
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out the 
wet area and do 
repairs to protect 
your family and your 
home's value! If you 
have water in your 
home that needs 
to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code 
of service location 
ready when you call! 

HEALTH/
BEAUTY	

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY US-
ERS! Discover Ox-
ygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Ox-
ygen Concentrators. 
FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

A F F O R D A B L E 
TV & INTERNET. 
If you are overpay-
ing for your service, 
call now for a free 
quote and see how 
much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a 
FREE in-home esti-
mate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning 
out gutters. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced 
gutter protection for 
your home, backed 
by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime 
transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 
1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obli-
gation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an 
additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see 
representative for 
warranty and offer 
details

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s 
a power move.

Safe Step. North 

Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring 
our FREE shower 
package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-844-
871-6175

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 
Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. 
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1 - 8 7 7 - 8 1 7 - 4 6 9 7 
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as lit-

tle as one day. For 
a limited time, waiv-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof 
with the best looking 
and longest lasting 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and 
multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer up to 
50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off 
install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

Consumer Cellular 
- the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage 
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden 
fees and activation 

is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk 
and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For 
more information, 
call 1-844-358-5270

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UN-
WANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans 
find work or start 
their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV and 
more to support our 
veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 
today!
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PHOTOS BY BRIDGET STOKES

BIBB COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
VS. FAIRFIELD
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PHOTOS BY KANDI SMITH

WEST BLOCTON HIGH SCHOOL
VS. PLEASANT GROVE 
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Building Skills, Confidence, and Community 
Through BMC Youth Basketball

In partnership with 
the Bibb County High 
School Basketball 
Booster Club, BMC 
Wellness is proud to 
announce the start of 
the 2025–2026 BMC 
Youth Basketball Sea-
son. This program 
offers an exciting op-
portunity for children 
across Bibb County to 
develop their athletic 
abilities, build lasting 
friendships, and expe-
rience the many ben-
efits that come from 
participating in a team 
sport. More than just 
a league, it’s a com-
munity built on growth, 
connection, and posi-
tive values.

The mission of the 
BMC Youth Basket-
ball League is to pro-
vide the youth of Bibb 
County with a struc-
tured and supportive 
environment to learn 
and enjoy the game of 
basketball. Guided by 
qualified adult leader-
ship, the program em-
phasizes sportsman-
ship, teamwork, and 
the fundamentals of 
the sport. Participants 

are encouraged not 
only to improve their 
skills on the court but 
also to grow in confi-
dence, discipline, and 
character. Through 
practices and games, 
young athletes learn 
lessons that extend 
well beyond basketball 
— how to communi-
cate effectively, collab-
orate with others, and 
handle both success 
and challenge with 
grace.

Team sports like 
basketball can play 
a powerful role in a 
child’s emotional, so-
cial, and physical de-
velopment. On the 
emotional level, they 
help children build re-
silience, manage pres-
sure, and take pride in 
their progress. Social-
ly, they foster friend-
ships, empathy, and 
cooperation as players 
learn the importance of 
working toward shared 
goals. Physically, bas-
ketball promotes coor-
dination, endurance, 
and overall health, 
helping children stay 
active and engaged. 
The BMC Youth Bas-
ketball Program brings 
all of these elements 

together in a fun, orga-
nized, and encourag-
ing setting.

The league will 
work closely with the 
head coaches at Bibb 
County High School to 
ensure that player de-
velopment remains a 
central focus through-
out the season. 
Coaches and parents 
involved in the BMC 
Youth League will 
also have access to 
the PlayerSpace Mo-
bile App, a convenient 
communication tool 
that allows families to 
view practice times, 
game schedules, and 
league updates all in 
one place. The app 
creates a smooth line 
of communication be-
tween coaches, par-
ents, and players, en-
suring that everyone 
stays informed and 
connected throughout 
the season.

This year’s league 
will feature coed di-
visions for ages 5 
through 14, with 
games and practic-
es held at both Bibb 
County High School 
Gym, located at 220 
Birmingham Road in 
Centreville, and the 

BMC Wellness Center 
at 285 Hospital Drive, 
also in Centreville. 
The registration fee is 
$90 for nonmembers 
and $75 for BMC Well-
ness members. Fami-
lies with more than 
one child participating 
can receive a sibling 
discount by using the 
code SIB1 for $10 off 
the second child’s reg-
istration.

Registration for the 
2025–2026 season 
closes on October 
27, 2025. Late reg-
istrations will not be 
guaranteed and will 
incur a $40 late fee. 
Players and coaches 
will take part in evalu-
ations on November 
8, 2025, beginning at 
2:00 p.m. at the Bibb 
County High School 
Gym. These evalua-
tions are mandatory 
for coaches. Games 
are scheduled to begin 
the week of December 
6, 2025, with possible 
game days on Mon-
days, Thursdays, Fri-
days, and Saturdays.

Families can register 
online at bmcwellness.
com/programs/youth-
basketball. Those 
without computer ac-

cess, or who prefer to 
pay by cash or check, 
can register in person 
at the BMC Wellness 
Center front desk, 
open Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. For ques-
tions or assistance 
with registration, fami-
lies may contact BMC 
Wellness at 205-926-
3360 or by emailing 
info@bmcwellness.
com.

For many young 
athletes, participation 
in youth basketball 
becomes about far 

more than learning the 
game. It’s about build-
ing character, devel-
oping relationships, 
and discovering what 
it means to be part of 
a team. Programs like 
BMC Youth Basketball 
create an environment 
where children can 
thrive both on and off 
the court — gaining 
not just athletic expe-
rience, but the confi-
dence, empathy, and 
perseverance that will 
serve them throughout 
life.
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