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Pumpkins, Corn Mazes, and

Famil

BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

Griffin Farms is a
pumpkin patch like no
other. Not only are they
a family-run farm, but
they take pride in be-
ing the only pumpkin
patch in West Blocton.
They are located at
826 Griffin Road, West
Blocton, AL, 35184.
“From the moment you
arrive; we want you
to feel like part of our
farm family. With activ-
ities for all ages—like
our corn maze, wag-
on rides, zipline, and
petting zoo—we’re
proud to offer some-
thing unique right here
in West Blocton that
brings the whole com-
munity together,” Man-
ager Lindsey Giriffin

said.

Griffin Farms is well
known in Bibb County,
and it is a favorite fall
event for families. The
farm is open every
Saturday and Sunday
in  October. Visitors
typically enjoy the fall
festival element, with
food vendors, crafts,
and farm activities. “It
has become a tradition
for many visitors. We
love seeing families
return year after year,
making it part of their
fall memories,” Griffin
said.

Griffin Farms

wouldn’t be a pumpkin
patch without pump-
kins, and a fun fact is
that they are sourced
locally from farmers.
The best pumpkins are

then brought in and
turned into illuminating
Jack-o'-lanterns.
Griffin says that the
family does oversee
growing the popular
corn maze and sun-
flower patch and get-
ting it ready each year.
They are also popu-
lar among schools in
Bibb County, as many
field trips have been
scheduled there. Lind-
sey says that the farm
enjoys partnering with
schools, field trips,
churches, and local
businesses who want
to support community
events. “These part-
nerships help us ex-
tend the joy of the sea-
son and create mean-
ingful connections be-
yond the farm,” Griffin

stated.

When asked what
her favorite part was,
Lindsey said that she
loves seeing families
enjoy themselves and
make lasting memo-
ries. “There’s nothing
better than watching
kids run through the
corn maze, parents
snap photos in the
pumpkin patch, and
grandparents  enjoy
the day right alongside
them,” Griffin  said.
Lindsey says that be-
ing able to create a
relaxing environment
where people can ap-
preciate nature and
have a nice outing is
what makes it all worth
it.

y Fun at Griffin Farms

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

When it comes to
Friday night lights, few
things stirup local pride
quite like the rivalry
between West Blocton
High School (WBHS)
and Bibb County High
School (BCHS). But
for the second year in
a row, that same spir-
ited competition has
been transformed into
something even more
powerful — a force for
good in the communi-
ty.

Miss Cahaba Lily
2025, Kyleigh Hood,
has officially kicked off
the 2nd Annual Tackle
Hunger in Bibb Coun-
ty campaign, an initia-
tive that brings both
schools together in the
fight against hunger.
Hood, who wears her
crown with both grace
and grit, is continuing
the mission started

last year: using school
pride and healthy ri-
valry to help feed local
families in need.

Rather than focus-
ing on competition for
competition’s sake,
Hood’s goal this year
was to remind both
schools that the heart
of the rivalry can be
used for something
greater showing
love to the community
and ensuring that no
one in Bibb County
goes hungry.

From Monday, Sep-
tember 29 through
Thursday, October
2, students at both
WBHS and BCHS
were invited to drop
off canned goods and
nonperishable items
at designated Tack-
le Hunger stations at
their schools. Com-
munity members were
encouraged to join the
effort as well by send-
ing donations with stu-

dents. Each can con-
tributed helped move
their school closer to
victory — and closer to
making a tangible im-
pact in their own back-
yard.

The competition cul-
minated on Friday, Oc-
tober 3, when the two
schools faced off in
their highly anticipated
football game at Bibb
County High School.
Before kickoff, the win-
ner of the Tackle Hun-
ger Trophy was an-

nounced. This year’s
bragging rights went to
the WBHS Tigers, who
proudly took home the
2025 Tackle Hunger
Trophy after collecting
the most donations.

In total, the two
schools gathered an
impressive 1,095 food
items — each one rep-
resenting a small act of
kindness, teamwork,
and generosity. The
campaign once again
highlighted what can
happen when friendly

competition is used as
a catalyst for compas-
sion.

The success of this
year’s campaign is
a testament to the
heart of Bibb County
— where school pride
runs deep, but love for

the community runs
even deeper. Both
WBHS and BCHS

students demonstrat-
ed that rivalries don’t
have to divide; they
can unite, inspire, and
create lasting impact
when focused on a
shared goal.

For those who at-
tended the pregame
festivities, the ener-
gy was electric — not
just because of the
upcoming  matchup,
but because of the
sense of togetherness
in the stands. Parents,
teachers, and students
alike cheered not only
for touchdowns but for
teamwork in action.

Community  mem-
bers have already ex-
pressed excitement to
see how the campaign
will grow in future
years, and organizers
hope the annual Tack-
le Hunger event be-
comes a lasting Bibb
County tradition. As
Hood continues her
reign as Miss Cahaba
Lily, her leadership and
passion for service are
shining examples of
how young people can
use their platforms to
make a real difference.

At the end of the day,
the 2nd Annual Tackle
Hunger in Bibb Coun-
ty campaign proved
that even in the most
spirited rivalries, com-
passion wins. When
schools, students,
and neighbors come
together for a great-
er purpose, everyone
walks away a champi-
on.
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The and
Freshwater Fisheries
(WFF) Division of the
Alabama Department
of Conservation and
Natural Resources
(ADCNR) will tempo-
rarily close the Mound-
ville Public Boat Ramp
for renovations on
Monday, October 13,
2025. The facility pro-
vides boating and
fishing access to the
Warrior River 1 mile
north of Moundville,
Alabama.

During the closure
the launching slab will
be replaced. The new
launching slab will be
reoriented to allow for
easier loading and un-
loading of boats. The
ramp’s new position
will also reduce the
likelihood of damage
from larger vessels on
the river. The improve-
ments are expected
to be completed in
approximately  three
months. A reopening
date will be announced
when available.

Funding for this
project was provided
through the Sport
Fish Restoration Pro-

Wildlife

gram, which is sup-
ported through excise
taxes on the sale of
outboard motor fuel,
fishing equipment and
the sale of Alabama
fishing licenses. Ad-
ditional funding was
provided by Innovate
Alabama, a statewide
public-private partner-
ship focused on en-
trepreneurship, tech-
nology and innovation
with a mission to help
businesses grow roots
in Alabama.

For more information
about this and other
public boating access
areas provided by
ADCNR, visit https://
boatramps.dcnr.ala-
bama.gov or call the
WFF Fisheries Sec-
tion at (334) 242-3471.

ADCNR  promotes
wise stewardship,
management and en-
joyment of Alabama’s
natural resources
through four divisions:
Marine Resources,
State Lands, State
Parks, and Wildlife
and Freshwater Fish-
eries. Learn more at
www.outdooralabama.
com.

The BLOC’s “Love Your
Neighbor” Campaign
Highlights Small-Town
Kindness in West Blocton

BY SAVANNA LOGAN
REPORTER

By Savannah Logan

The BLOCton Sports
Grill in West Blocton
has once again found
a creative way to cel-
ebrate what makes
small-town living spe-
cial: kindness, con-
nection, and com-
munity. With its new
“Love Your Neighbor”
campaign, the beloved
local restaurant is in-
viting residents to join
together in spreading
joy — one pizza at a
time.

Inspired by Mark
12:31, which reads,
‘Love  your neigh-
bor as yourself,” The
BLOCton Sports Grill
launched the cam-
paign to remind the
community of what
matters most — caring
for one another. Each
month for an entire
year, one nominated
West Blocton resident
will win a free large
pizza, simply for be-
ing a kind and uplifting
presence in the com-
munity. The restaurant
encourages residents
to nominate someone
they feel embodies
that spirit of neighborly
love, continuing a cy-
cle of recognition and
gratitude that extends
far beyond their dining
room.

The “We Are West
Blocton” Facebook
post introducing the
campaign reads, “To-
gether, let's make
West Blocton a better
community,” followed
by a message that
captures the heart of
the mission: “Because
in a world that can feel
cruel, we believe kind-

ness and good neigh-
bors can make West
Blocton shine bright-
er.”

The campaign’s very
first winner was none
other than Mrs. Cheryl
Rice, a woman they
described as “an in-
spiration to everyone.”
In honor of her kind-
ness, Rice received
a free large pizza of
her choice. The post
celebrating her win
quickly filled with con-
gratulatory comments
and affirmations from
community members
who agreed that Rice’s
generous heart and
joyful spirit make her a
fitting first recipient.

For many in Bibb
County, gestures like
this serve as a remind-
er of what makes plac-
es like West Blocton
so special. In a time
when so much of the
world feels fast-paced
and impersonal, small-
town life offers some-
thing refreshingly dif-
ferent. I's a place
where people wave as
they pass by, where
neighbors check in
on one another after
storms, and where lo-
cal businesses like
The BLOCton Sports
Grill become an exten-
sion of home.

The BLOCton Sports
Grill has become more
than just a place to
grab a good meal —
it's a pillar of the com-
munity, known for its
warm hospitality and
for finding meaning-
ful ways to give back.
Over the years, the
restaurant has hosted
fundraisers, support-

ed local events, and
created spaces for
families and friends
to come together. The
“Love Your Neighbor”
campaign is simply
the latest example of
how the team at The
BLOCton  continues
to live out their values
in practical, heartfelt
ways.

For owner and staff
alike, the goal isn’t
just about food; it's
about connection.
Their hope is that the
campaign will not only
reward kindness but
inspire it — that as
residents see their
neighbors celebrated,
they’ll be encouraged
to spread that same
love throughout the
community.

In a world that often
highlights what divides
people, initiatives like
“Love Your Neighbor”
stand as a testament
to the power of unity.
Small acts of generos-
ity can have big ripple
effects, especially
in towns like West
Blocton, where every-
one knows your nhame
and your presence
makes a difference.

As the campaign
continues, one pizza at
a time, The BLOCton
Sports Grill is proving
that love really is the
secret ingredient to a
strong community. It's
a reminder that when
businesses and neigh-
bors come together
with open hearts, they
can make even an or-
dinary Tuesday feel
a little brighter — and
that’s something worth
celebrating.

Send in your news at

editor@centrevillepress.com
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Centreville
News
By Brenda Hubbard

We wish to extend
sympathy to the fam-
ily of Mary “TooToo”
Medders who passed
away on September
23, 2025. Services
were held on Mon-
day September 29
at Centreville Bap-
tist Church, burial fol-
lowed at Pineland Me-
morial Cemetery. Too
Too will be greatly
missed by her family
and friends.

Sympathy also goes
out to the family of
Faye Brazier, who
passed away on Sep-
tember 20, 2025. Fu-
neral services were
held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27 at 1pm at
Rocko funeral home.
Faye will be missed by
her family and friends.

Among those hav-
ing birthdays in Octo-
ber are Lois Skaggs,
Amanda O'Neal, Judy
Elliot, Whitney Clinner,
Terry Mayfield, Marie
Hobson, Brian Mac-
Donald and Mary Jane
Clements and Hannah
Pate.

Aniversary wishes go
out to Les and Susan
Parker Williams, who
recently celebrated
their wedding anniver-
sary.

Sincere sympathy
goes out to the fam-

ily of Louise Lovelady,
age 101, who passed
away on September
23, 2025. Funeral
services were held on
Tuesday, September
30, at Rehobeth Bap-
tist Church in Lawley,
Alabama. Burial fol-
lowed at Rehobeth
Baptist Church Ceme-
tery. Ms Louise will be
greatly missed.

A speedy recovery
goes out to Jonette
McCool Ross, who re-
cently underwent sur-

gery.

Sympathy goes out to
the family of Erskine
“‘Pete” Stewart, who
passed away on Sep-
tember, 30, 2025. Ser-
vices were held on Oc-
tober 4 at Pine Grove
Baptist Church in Hei-
berger with burial at
Heiberger Method-
ist Church Cemetery.
Pete will be missed
greatly by family and
friends.

A speedy recovery
goes out to Raymond
Magouirk, who recent-
ly returned home from
the hospital.

If you have news, call
it in at 205-316-1181,
take care and God
Bless.

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!

[We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com

WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting Date: October 6, 2025

MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR COUNCIL
MEETING

TOWN COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF
WOODSTOCK
Monday, October 6,
2025 @ 5:00 P.M.

The Town  Coun-
cil of the Town of
Woodstock, Ala-
bama met in a Regu-
lar Council Meeting at
the Town Hall on Mon-
day, October 6, 2025,
at 5:00 P.M. A quorum
being present: May-
or Jeff Dodson called
the meeting to order at
5:00 P.M. The Pledge
of Allegiance was led
by Mayor Dodson.
The following Council
Members were pres-
ent: Kellie Parks, Er-
nestine Johnson and
Don Bowling. Coun-
cil Members Ronnie
Kinard and Lee Mears
were absent. Town At-
torney Boozer Downs,
Police Chief Len Price
and Director of Library
and Media Services
Michele Dickey were
also present.

l. COUNCIL AP-
PROVAL:
N Council Mem-

ber Kellie Parks made
the motion to approve
the September 15,
2025 minutes as pre-
viously submitted by
email. Motion was
seconded by Coun-
cil Member Ernestine
Johnson and the mo-
tion so carried.

O Council Mem-
ber Don Bowling made
the motion to approve
the August 2025 fi-
nancials. Motion was

seconded by Coun-
cil Member Ernestine
Johnson and the mo-
tion so carried.

O Council Mem-
ber Kellie Parks made
the motion to approve
the following continu-
ing education travel

expenses:
Conference / Travel
Expenses — Tiffney
McCulley

$485.16

Conference / Travel
Expenses — Judith
Ruiz

$373.80

Conference [/ Trav-
el Expenses - Carla
Smotherman
$107.82

Motion was seconded
by Council Member
Don Bowling and the
motion so carried.

O Council Mem-
ber Kellie Parks made
the motion to approve
the following invoices
for Park & Recreation:
Coca-Cola — Conces-
sions
$798.26

US Foods — Conces-
sions

$1,010.95

Motion was second-
ed by Council Mem-
ber Ernestine Johnson
and the motion so car-
ried.

Il. MAYOR’S RE-
PORT

A. Donation  for
Police Department
Mayor Dodson an-
nounced that an anon-
ymous donation in the
amount of $10,000.00
was given to the Town
of Woodstock Police
Department. Council

Member Don Bowling
made the motion to
approve applying the
donation toward the
Flock Cameras. Mo-
tion was seconded by
Council Member Kellie
Parks and the motion
so carried.

B. Resolution
#2025-10-01 — Exteri-
or Painting for New Li-
brary

Council Member Don
Bowling made the
motion to adopt Res-
olution #2025-10-
01, awarding the bid
to Palacios Paint-
ing in the amount of
$6,800.00 The mo-
tion was seconded by
Council Member Er-
nestine Johnson and
the motion carried
unanimously.

Il. MAYOR'’S RE-
PORT (cont'd.)

C. First Financial
Bank Certificate of De-
posit

Council Member Don
Bowling made the mo-
tion to renew the Cer-
tificate of Deposit with
First Financial Bank
for a 13-month period
at the rate of 3.75%.
The motion was sec-
onded by Council
Member Kellie Parks
and the motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor Dodson or May-
or Pro Tem Ernestine
Johnson are autho-
rized to sign on behalf
of the town.

D. West Alabama
Regional Commission
Title Il Contract

Council Member Er-
nestine Johnson made
the motion to approve
the West Alabama Re-

gional Commission
Title 1l Contract. The
motion was seconded
by Council Member
Don Bowling and the
motion carried unani-
mously.

E. Court Clerk In-
terim Contractor
Council Member Don
Bowling made the mo-
tion to continue the
services of the Court
Clerk Interim Contrac-
tor on scheduled court
dates and on an as-
needed basis. The
motion was seconded
by Council Member
Kellie Parks and the
motion carried unani-
mously.

F. 2014 Chevro-
let Tahoe / Minimum
Bid Amount (govdeals.
com)

Council Member Don
Bowling made the mo-
tion to lower the mini-
mum bid amount to
$3,500.00 for the 2014
Tahoe on govdeals.
com. The motion was
seconded by Council
Member Kellie Parks
and the motion carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Public comments were
heard.

There being no further
business to come be-
fore the Town Council
at this time, Council
Member Don Bowl-
ing made the mo-
tion to adjourn at 5:21
P.M. The motion was
seconded by Council
Member Kellie Parks
and upon being put to
a vote, the motion was
carried unanimously.

WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting Date: September 15, 2025

Minutes of Regular
Meeting Monday,
September 15, 2025

The Town Council
of the Town of West
Blocton, Alabama met
in a Regular Council
Meeting at the Munic-
ipal Building on Mon-
day, September 15,
2025, at 7:00pm. A
quorum being pres-
ent, Mayor Daniel
Sims called the meet-
ing to order at 7:00
pm. Prayer was led by
Glenn Johnson. The
Pledge of Allegiance
was led by Blane Sher-
ron. Roll was called by
Town Clerk Brandy
Fancher.

Present: Fred Lynch,
Glenn Johnson, Blane
Sherron, Kristen Nash
Absent: Holly Barnett

Mayor Notes:

. Mrs. Barbara
Smith has resigned as
the West Blocton Pub-
lic Library president.

. Mayor  Sims
has discussed the
town's Dilapidated
Structure  Ordinance

with our town Attorney.
It is recommended
that we obtain a build-
ing inspector to start
enforcing. A list of pre-
vious structures was
presented to the coun-
cil, and each council
member will be reach-
ing out to the property
owners that are in their
district.

New Business:

l. New Town of
West Blocton SEAL/
LOGO was present-
ed. This was drawn by
Jeremy Davis and will
be voted on at

next council meeting.

Council Approval:
Previous Council
Meeting Minutes 9-1-
2025

Council member
Blane Sherron made
the motion to approve
the previous Council
Meeting Minutes for
9-1-2025. Motion was
seconded by Council
member Glenn John-
son. All in favor and
motion so carried.

July 2025 Financials
Council member Kris-
ten Nash. made the
motion to approve the
July 2025 Financials.
Motion was seconded
by Council member
Glenn Johnson. All in
favor and motion so
carried

Pay Monthly Bills
Council member
Glenn Johnson made
the motion to approve
payment of month-
ly bills. Motion was
seconded by Council
member Kristen Nash.
All in favor and motion
so carried

Pay Increase for Wa-
ter Employee Jer-
maine Caddell

Roll Call Vote was
used to approve a
$1.00 an hour pay in-
crease for Jermaine
Caddell. This will put
him at the max for la-
borer. Council Mem-
ber Fred Lynch-YES
Council Member
Glenn Johnson-YES
Council Member Blane
Sherron- YES Council

Member Kristen Nash-
YES All in favor and
motion so carried.

Eloise Ward - West
Blocton Public Library
President

Roll Call Vote was
used to approve EI-
oise Ward as West
Blocton Public Library
President. Council
Member Fred Lynch-
YES Council Member
Glenn Johnson-YES
Council Member Blane
Sherron- YES Council
Member Kristen Nash-
YES All in favor and
motion so carried.

Citizens to Speak -
None

There being no further
business to come be-
fore the Town Council
at this time, Council
Member Blane Sher-
ron made the motion
to adjourn the meet-
ing. The motion was
seconded by Council
Member Glenn John-
son. All in favor and
motion so carried.
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Ghostly
Legends
Linger at Old
Bibb County

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER
Centreville, Ala. — Ask
longtime Bibb County
residents about the
most haunted spot
in the county, and
chances are they'll
point to the Old Bibb
County Jail. Though
the building itself has
been torn down, its
ghostly reputation
remains one of the
most chilling tales in

local history.

The jail, built in 1910,
once stood as a
fortress of law and
order in downtown
Centreville. Over the
decades, it housed
countless inmates and
was even the site of
executions, with the
last one reported in
1949. After falling out of
use in the early 2000s,
the building sat empty,
its barred windows
and crumbling halls
drawing the curious
and the brave.

Stories soon spread
of strange happenings
inside the abandoned
structure. Paranormal
investigators reported
unexplained noises,
flickering lights, and
even shadowy figures

moving through the
old cells. Some locals
claimed they could

feel a heavy presence
lingering in the upstairs
corridors, as though
the spirits of former
inmates never left.

The Tuscaloosa
Paranormal Research
Group spent a night
inside and came away
convinced something
haunted the jail.
They described eerie
footsteps, sudden
temperature drops,
and equipment that
spiked with activity in
areas known for past
tragedies.

Although the jail was
demolished in recent
years, its legend lives
on. Around Halloween,
it's not uncommon to
hear tales of ghostly
cries or phantom
footsteps near the site.

Whether you believe
in spirits or not, the
Old Bibb County Jail
remains Bibb County’s
most famous haunted
landmark—a reminder
that history, once
written, can sometimes
refuse to stay silent.

Alabama Health Care
and the Big Beautiful Bill

Opinion by Robert Bentley, MD

The recently passed

Big  Beautiful  Bill
has many important
provisions that will

help states across the
country. It represents
a step forward in
addressing  national
needs, and it contains
some very good
elements. At the
same time, certain
provisions will have an
unintended negative
impact on Alabama's
health care system.
These impacts will
be felt most strongly
in our rural areas,
where hospitals are
already closing and
where access to timely
emergency care is
increasingly  limited.
We need strategic
planning now to take
advantage of our tax
dollars. As someone
who has served this
state as both governor
and as a physician,
| believe these five
strategies will best
serve our state.

1. Create 12
to 15 Rural Medical
Emergency Centers

These centers will be
strategically located in
existing rural hospitals
across Alabama. They
will be well-equipped
with up-to-date
devices and services
to handle all medical
emergencies—from
heart attacks to

trauma, strokes, and

severe illnesses.
Their primary purpose
will be to stabilize

patients quickly and
then transport them,
once stable, to tertiary

medical centers
in Birmingham,
Mobile, Huntsville,
Montgomery, or
Dothan for advanced
care. This  model
ensures that every

Alabamian, no matter
where they live, has
access to life-saving
emergency treatment
within reach.

2. T a k e
Advantage of
Untapped Federal
Medicaid Dollars

Alabama is one of ten
states that has not
accessed Dbillions in
Medicaid funds already
available to us. By
bringing these dollars
home, we can provide
coverage for nearly
300,000 people in the
coverage gap, reduce
uncompensated care
that burdens hospitals,
and stabilize rural
facilities.

Thisisnotanexpansion
of government, but a
responsible step to
reclaim Alabama’s
own federal tax dollars
to benefit our people.

3. Dedicate a
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Share of Economic
Development
Incentives to
Healthcare

Each year, Alabama
spends hundreds
of millions of dollars
recruiting new plants
and industries. While
valuable, healthcare
investments create
more jobs per
dollar and benefit
every county in the
state. By directing a
portion of economic
development
incentives into
healthcare

recruitment, training,
and infrastructure,
we can bring

doctors, nurses, and
emergency workers to
rural areas, strengthen
hospitals, and make
healthcare a driver of
Alabama’s economic
growth.

4, Leverage
Federal Innovation
Opportunities

The Big Beautiful
Bill allows states to
propose innovative
solutions  for rural
healthcare. Alabama
can lead the way by
presenting programs
like telemedicine
networks, advanced
emergency transport,
and workforce
incentive models. With
the right proposals, we
can attract additional
federal funding to
expand and sustain
these improvements
statewide.

5. Address
Medicare Payments to
Alabama

The number one
issue that we have in
Alabama that keeps
us from improving
the quality of rural
health care, as well as
health care in general
around the state, is
the fact that Medicare
pays hospitals and
Providers the least
amount of any state in
the country, based on
the wage index.

Because Alabama is
a lower-wage state,
our reimbursements
remain artificially
suppressed. Hospitals
and providers  in
Alabama are paid less
for the exact same
procedures performed
in other states, even
though the cost of
equipment, supplies,
and operations is
just as high here.
This inequity makes
it harder to recruit
and retain healthcare
professionals and puts
additional strain on
rural hospitals already
fighting to survive.

This main issue needs
to be addressed by
both our congressional
delegation as well
as our state leaders.
This plan is about
more than hospitals.
It is about protecting
families, saving lives,
and securing the future
of every Alabama
community. With
these steps, we can
turn the challenges of
the Big Beautiful Bill
into an opportunity
for Alabama to lead
the nation in rural
healthcare innovation.
Most importantly,
this approach  will
strengthen all five
of Alabama’s major
tertiary hubs—
Birmingham,
Mobile, Huntsville,
Montgomery, and
Dothan—ensuring
that our entire state
benefits from a
coordinated, modern
healthcare system.

Robert Bentley, MD

Robert Bentley served
as 53rd Governor
of the Great State
of Alabama. He has
practiced medicine
for 57 years as a
Physician. Dr. Bentley
is the founder of
Great State Inc, a
non-profit foundation
dedicated to providing
free medical care
in Alabama’s
underserved
communities.
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist

West Blocton 938-7220
First Baptist Church of
Woodstock

205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD

Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline

256-393-9625

Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church Of
God

205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Episcopal

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit Holiness Church
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. * Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist
Church

205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane,
Blocton
205.826.5763

West

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The Naz-
arene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First  United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist

926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co.Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut  Street -
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763

Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188

Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer

489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel
Church
926-4934

Community
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BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

Few hymns have touched
as many hearts or car-
ried as much meaning
as “Just As I Am.” Writ-
ten nearly two centuries
ago, this timeless song
has become a staple of
church services, reviv-
als, and especially altar
calls around the world.
The words were penned
in 1835 by Charlotte El-
liott, an English poet and
hymn writer. Elliott’s life
was marked by illness
and frailty; she often
felt useless and unwor-
thy because of her poor
health. In one moment of
deep spiritual struggle,
she was reminded that
Christ’s love was not

based on what she could
offer or achieve, but on
His grace alone. Out of
that assurance came the
hymn’s powerful mes-
sage: that anyone may
come to Christ, without
pretense, “just as [ am.”
The hymn was first pub-
lished in Elliott’s The In-
valid’s Hymn Book and
quickly gained popular-
ity. The tune most of-
ten associated with the
text was composed by
William B. Bradbury in
1849, further cement-
ing the hymn’s place
in Christian worship.
Over the years, “Just As
I Am” became especially
well known through the
ministry of evangelist
Billy Graham, who used

it as the invitation hymn
at his crusades. Thou-
sands of people made
their way to the altar
while its familiar lines
were sung, reinforcing its
role as a hymn of surren-
der and new beginnings.
Today, nearly 200 years
after its writing, “Just
As 1 Am” continues to
carry the same simple
but profound message:
that God’s invitation is
for all, no matter their
condition, their past, or
their doubts. As Char-
lotte Elliott expressed so
clearly, we don’t have to
fix ourselves before com-
ing to Christ. We come
with  empty hands—
and He does the rest.

The Blessing of Waiting

“Wait for the Lord; be
strong and take heart
and wait for the Lord.”
— Psalm 27:14

Waiting is one of the
hardest things we are
called to do in life. We
live in a world of instant
answers, quick fixes,
and fast results. Yet,
God often calls us to
seasons of waiting—
waiting for prayers to
be answered, waiting
for direction, waiting
for healing, waiting for
doors to open.

In the waiting, our
faith is tested. It can

feel like silence, like
God has forgotten, or
like nothing is happen-
ing. But the truth is,
waiting is not wasted
time. In Scripture, ev-
ery season of waiting
had purpose. Abra-
ham waited decades
for the promised son.
Joseph waited years
in prison before step-
ping into his calling.
The disciples waited
in the upper room until
the Spirit of God came
upon them.

Waiting refines us.
It teaches us to trust
God’s timing over our
own. It strengthens

patience and builds
endurance. Most im-
portantly, waiting
draws us closer to the
heart of God, as we
learn that His pres-
ence is better than
any outcome we long
for.

If you find yourself in
a season of waiting,
don'’t see it as a delay
or punishment. See it
as an invitation to lean
into God’s promises.
He is working behind
the scenes in ways
you cannot see. His
timing is perfect, and
His plans are good.

Plain & Simple

Classic Homemade Chili

In a large pot or Dutch oven,

Ingredients: Instructions:
*2 Ibs ground beef (or ground 1.
turkey)

1 large onion, diced

*1 green bell pepper, diced
3 cloves garlic, minced
*2 (15 0z) cans kidney beans,

drained and rinsed

*1 (15 0z) can black beans,
drained and rinsed (optional)

*2 (14.5 0z) cans diced tomatoes
*1 (15 0z) can tomato sauce

+2—3 tbsp chili powder
*1 tsp ground cumin
*1 tsp smoked paprika

*Y2 tsp cayenne pepper (optional,

for heat)
*1 tsp salt
Y% tsp black pepper

*1 cup beef broth (or water)

cook the ground beef over me-
dium heat until browned. Drain

eXCess grease.

2. Add onion, bell pepper, and

ened.

minutes.

garlic. Cook 5 minutes until soft-

3. Stirin chili powder, cumin,
paprika, cayenne, salt, and black
pepper. Let spices toast for 1-2

4. Add beans, diced tomatoes,
tomato sauce, and beef broth. Stir

well.

5. Bring to a boil, then reduce

heat to low. Cover and simmer for
at least 30 minutes (the longer, the
better—up to 2 hours). Stir occa-

sionally.

6. Taste and adjust seasoning as

needed.

Graneral  GFtomes

Thank you for choosing us as Best
Funeral Home in Bibb County!

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES
SELLING a RY,
Tractor or Golf

Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or
by region in over
100  Newspapers,
reaching over 1
million readers each
week! Run your
ad in our Classified

Network for just
$210 per week!
Make one call to
this newspaper
(participating  Ala-
SCAN newspaper)
or call 1-800-264-

7043 to find out how
easy itis to advertise
statewide!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as
litle as ONE DAY!
Superior quality bath
and shower systems
at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime
warranty &
professional installs.
Call Now! 1-833-
770-0326

Brent Garden
Apartments
- Elderly

Community
[We are takingrl

applications fo
our One and
Two Bedrooms.
Maintenance free|
living. Ask about
the  Qualifications.
Come in and applyj
today. No application|
ees.
Office Hours 8:00
230 M -F

57 Steele Street;
ICentreville, AL
35042

[(205) 926-7547

EQUAL HOUS NG
OPPOR™UNITY

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer and
get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORATION:
A small amount of
water can lead to
majordamageinyour
home. Our trusted
professionals dry
out the wet area and
do repairs to protect
your family and your
home’s value! If you
have water in your
home that needs
to be dried, Call
24]7: 1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with
You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators.
FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS!
Acheaper alternative
to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99!
100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6606

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV
& INTERNET. If you

are overpaying for
your service, call
now for a free quote
and see how much
you can save! 1-833-

641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING?  Call
today to schedule
a FREE in-
home estimate
on Carpeting &

Flooring. Call Today!
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the
most advanced
gutter protection
for your  home,
backed by a no-
clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call
today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule
a FREE inspection
and no obligation
estimate. Plus get
20% off! Seniors
and military save
an additional 10%.
Restrictions  apply,
see representative
for warranty and
offer details

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year
warranty with
qualifying purchase*
Call 1-877-323-5516
today to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's
a power move.

Safe Step. North
Americas #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and
service. Now

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735

www.JSEAL.com

featuring our FREE
shower package
and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call

today! Financing
available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-871-
6175

D ENTAL
INSURANCE from
Physicians  Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400
plus procedures.
Real dental
insurance - NOT
just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE
Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

Jacuzzi Bath
Remodel can install
a new, custom bath
or shower in as little
as one day. For a
limited time, waiving
ALL installation

costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject
to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/31/25.) Call
1-877-205-0836

Replace your
roof with the best
looking and longest
lasting material
steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple
colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to
50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

Consumer Cellular
- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest
carriers. No long-
term contract, no
hidden fees and

activation is free.
All  plans feature
unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For
more information,

call 1-844-358-5270
AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN
UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE
IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs
help veterans find
work or start their
own business. Call

24]7: 1-833-426-
0193
Donate your car,

truck, boat, RV and
more to support our
veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive
a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

BIBB COUNTY COMMISSION

POSITION

FULL TIME SHERIFF’S DEPUTY

DEPUTY SHERIFF- The Bibb County Sheriff's Department is seek-
ing a full time Deputy to enforce the laws of Bibb County and the
State of Alabama. The successful applicant will need to have a high
school degree and must meet all state minimum standards for law en-
forcement officers. Applicants must possess a valid Alabama driver’s
license and be insurable under County insurance coverage. Begin-
ning salary is $22.00/hr. The position also offers a benefit package.

Application may be obtained at the Bibb County Commission Office
located at 157 SW Davidson Drive, Centreville, AL 35042. Applica-
tions will be accepted until Friday, October 17th, 2025. If additional
information is needed, please call 205-926-3114. Bibb County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

BIBB COUNTY COMMISSION

POSITION

FULL TIME SHERIFF’S OFFICE CLERK

Minimum Requirements: Must be at least 18 years of age and must
possess a high school diploma/GED or equivalent. Prior clerical ex-

perience is preferred.

Description: Sheriff's office clerk primarily handles administrative
tasks including but not limited to answering phone calls, greeting vis-
itors, managing files, processing paperwork related to arrests and
investigations, maintaining records, collecting payments, providing
basic information to the public, all while adhering to legal procedures
and maintaining confidentiality within the sheriff’s office. Other duties
may include basic accounting, managing and ordering office sup-
plies, distributing mail, and other duties specified by the Sheriff. The
pay range will depend on experience. This position offers a benefit

package.

Application may be obtained at the Bibb County Commission Office
located at 157 SW Davidson Drive, Centreville, AL 35042. Applica-
tions will be accepted until Friday, October 17th, 2025. If additional
information is needed, please call 205-926-3114. Bibb County is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
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BIBB COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

VS. WEST BLOCTON

PHOTOS BY BRIDGET STOKES
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BY SAVANNAH LOGAN

This Halloween,
something magical
is brewing in West

Blocton. On October
31, 2025, the Witches
of West Blocton will
take their inaugural
flight down Main Street
as part of the town’s
beloved Halloween on
Main celebration. The
new event — aptly
named the Witches of
West Blocton Ride —
is set to bring a fresh
wave of fun, creativity,
and community spirit
to one of the most an-
ticipated nights of the
year.

Organized as a
family-friendly, festive
addition to the annual
Halloween festivities,
the event invites witch-
es of all kinds to don
their most imaginative
costumes and glide
down Main Street on
bicycles, tricycles, or
while pulling wagons
filed with candy and
cheer. Participants will
toss goodies to on-
lookers as they make
their way down Main

Street, transform-
ing the evening into a
whimsical parade of

laughter, lights, and lo-

cal charm. The event

captures
small-town
best — neighbors
connecting, traditions
forming, and commu-
nity spirit at the heart
of it all.

The Witches Ride is
open to participants
ages 16 and older who
are ready to join the
fun on bikes, brooms,
or two feet and a wag-
on. According to event
organizers, “Children
under 16 years of age
are not allowed to par-
ticipate in the ride even
if they are in strollers,
wagons, or walking.
They may watch with
spectators only.” While
younger residents will
have to enjoy the fun
from the sidelines,
there will be plenty of
excitement for them to
take in as the witches
soar by, tossing candy
and spreading Hallow-
een joy.

This year’s Witches
Take Flight sched-
ule is packed with
festive energy from
start to finish. Check-
in runs from 5:30 to
6:15 p.m. at the tent
located where Magno-
lia Street meets Main
Street. Riders should

everything
life does

arrive with their bikes
or wagons, costumes,
and registration con-
firmation email. Each
participant will receive
a wristband and a t-
shirt if preordered. Or-
ganizers emphasize
the importance of ar-
riving early, as parking
downtown will be limit-
ed and Main Street will
be closed to cars from
the Tiger Hut to Tru-
man Aldrich for both
Halloween on Main
and the Witches Ride.

At 6:15 p.m., all par-
ticipants will line up,
and by 6:30 p.m., the
witches will officially
“take flight.” The pa-
rade route will carry
riders through the
heart of downtown,
where crowds are ex-
pected to gather for
what promises to be
a new highlight of the
holiday season.

Safety and creativ-
ity are top priorities for
the event. All partici-
pants must be regis-
tered and have signed
a waiver before riding.
Costumes should be
witch-inspired — fun,
festive, or spooky —
but they must also be
family-friendly and al-
low for clear vision and

movement. Footwear
is required, reflective
gear is strongly en-
couraged, and reck-
less riding is strictly

prohibited. Riders
must remain on the
designated route,

maintain a safe pace,
and refrain from using
alcohol or illegal sub-
stances before or dur-
ing the event.
Organizers have
also made the eventin-
clusive for participants
with mobility concerns,
welcoming manual or
power wheelchairs,
scooters, walkers, and
other manually pow-
ered aids. However,
gas-powered vehicles,
ATVs, golf carts, mo-
torized scooters, one-
wheels, homemade
floats, and skate-
boards are prohibited.
Participants are en-
couraged to come pre-
pared with “LOTS of
throws for young and
old alike!” and to check
their costumes to en-
sure nothing interferes
with bicycle or tricycle
spokes. Straps are
recommended for hats
to help them stay in
place during the ride.
Those who want to
make the experience

even more memorable
can “grab your clos-
est witches and form
a coven with a group
theme,” the website
suggests.

More than just a pa-
rade, the Witches of
West Blocton Ride is
an invitation to connect
— with friends, with
neighbors, and with
the joy of a shared cel-
ebration. It's a chance
for the community
to come together, to
laugh, to create, and
to begin a new tradi-
tion that will no doubt
grow year after year.

Whether riding,

cheering, or simply
soaking in the mag-
ic, residents of West
Blocton can expect
this Halloween night to
be one to remember.

For more informa-
tion about registration,
rules, and event de-
tails, visit https://west-
bloctonwitchesride.
my.canva.site/witches-
ride-website/#home
or contact organizers
at  westbloctontown-
clerk@gmail.com,
cindyleawallace64@
gmail.com, or by
phone at (205) 938-
7622, (251) 223-3783,
or (205) 913-3295.
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