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West Blocton’s Greyson Hagood
to Represent Alabama in
Jr. Dragster Series

BY CANDACE JOHNSON

At just 12 years old,
Greyson Hagood of
West Blocton Mid-
dle School is proving
that nothing, not even
deafness, can stand
in the way of chas-
ing dreams. Born with
sensorineural hearing
loss and other medical
challenges, Greyson
has been selected to
compete in the 4th an-
nual BTE King of the
Coast Series Jr. Drag-
ster Christmas on the
Coast. Out of 200 ap-
plicants, only 63 rac-
ers nationwide were
chosen.

For Greyson, the se-
lection was years in
the making. He sub-
mitted an application
every year until finally
being accepted.

“When | heard my

name called, | didn’t
believe it,” Greyson
said. “lI jumped up

and started yelling,
and then all my rac-
ing friends just started

yelling in our group
call. | was so happy!”

Greyson’s  passion
for racing runs deep.
Inspired by his father,
uncles and grandfa-
ther, he started racing
after his Poppa bought
him his first junior drag-
ster. “I loved watching
my dad and my Uncle
Chad and Uncle Brian
race when | was little,”
he said. “He would be
proud of me right now,
but | know he is watch-
ing over me.”

His parents, Nikki
and Michael Hagood,
said their son’s deter-
mination has always
set him apart. “He has
every reason not to be
here or not to try these
things, but he uses
that to fuel his fire,”
Nikki said.

Greyson began
wearing cochlear im-
plants at age six after
struggling to commu-
nicate. “At five years
old, he had fewer than
10 words in his vocab-
ulary because he was

trying to read lips, and
he just couldn’t,” Nikki
said. Today, he speaks
fluently and has be-
come a top student.

“He has been a force
to be reckoned with
since the day he was
born,” Nikki said. “He’s
overcome every ob-
stacle.”

Greyson hasn’'t let
his challenges slow
him down in the class-
room either. He con-
sistently earns straight
As. “I's not always
easy, but | work hard,
and | have good teach-
ers t0o,” he said, add-
ing with a laugh: “I'm
not allowed to say who
my favorite teachers
are because the oth-
ers get jealous.”

Greyson will repre-
sent both Bibb Coun-
ty and the state of
Alabama in Decem-
ber. The Jr. Drag-
ster Christmas on
the Coast event runs
Dec. 18-22 and will
be streamed on Motor
Mania TV.

Ivey awards $3.7 million across 13 local road
projects in final Rebuild Alabama round of 2025

MONTGOMERY -
Governor Kay lvey
on Friday announced
more than $3.7 million
in state funding is be-
ing awarded to cities
and counties for 13
road projects across
Alabama, highlighting
her ongoing commit-

ment to enhancing
Alabama’s infrastruc-
ture.

The grants are the
final round of funding
made available this
year under the Ala-
bama Department of
Transportation’s  (AL-
DOT) Annual Grant
Program created by
the Rebuild Alabama
Act. The Rebuild Ala-
bama Act, overwhelm-
ingly passed by the
Legislature and signed
by Governor lvey in
2019, requires ALDOT
to establish an annual
program setting aside

a minimum of $10 mil-
lion off the top of the
state’s share of gas
tax revenue for local

projects.
“Supporting all Al-
abama citizens for

generations to come
has always my mis-
sion. From our stu-
dents’ education to the
state’s infrastructure,
Alabama continues to
make strides for future
generations of Ala-
bamians,” said Gover-
nor lvey. “Through the
Rebuild Alabama Act,
we are delivering on
that promise to make
meaningful invest-
ments in local roads
and bridges across
the state. | am proud
to say that Alabama is
keeping our commit-
ment to safer, stronger
and more connected
communities.”

Of the awarded proj-

ects, cities and coun-
ties also contributed
more than $2.4 mil-
lion in local matching
funds. All projects are
required to move for-
ward within one year of
the awarding of funds.

Since the passage of
the Rebuild Alabama
Act, ALDOT’s Annu-
al  Grant Program,
alone, has awarded
more than $70 million
in state transporta-
tion funding for local
projects. More than
500 road and bridge
projects across all 67
counties have been
made possible by Re-
build Alabama.

For more informa-
tion about the Annual
Grant Program, visit
the program’s dedicat-
ed webpage at https://
www.dot.state.al.us/
programs/RAAGrant-
Program.html.
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Alabama SEEDS Program Aiding Cities in
Commercial Development Projects

BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

LIMESTONE

COUNTY, Alabama
— A strategic grant
through Alabama’s

SEEDS program is
helping fast-track de-
velopment at a prom-
ising North Alabama
industrial site, reinforc-
ing the region’s grow-
ing position as a hub
for advanced industry
and manufacturing.

The  Frazier-White
Site, a 430-acre
property in Decatur-
Limestone County,
has received nearly
$88,000 through the
Alabama Site Evalu-
ation and Economic
Development Strategy
(SEEDS) Act to sup-
port critical site readi-
ness activities.

The award will help
fund a $154,000 due
diligence initiative that
includes environmen-

tal and cultural as-
sessments, wetlands
delineation, species

studies and other key
evaluations necessary
for industrial recruit-
ment.

Positioned just 1.5
miles from Interstate

65 and adjacent to two
four-lane  highways,
the Frazier-White Site
boasts rail access, ro-
bust infrastructure and
proximity to a highly
skilled labor force.

It was recently as-
sessed by Greenville,
South Carolina-based
Global Location Strat-
egies and ranked
among the top-tier
industrial sites in the
state across all three
SEEDS site models
— Balanced, Labor-
Intensive and Capital-
Intensive.

“This SEEDS grant
represents a smart in-
vestment in Limestone
County’s future,” said
Ellen McNair, Secre-
tary of the Alabama
Department of Com-
merce. “By accelerat-
ing the development
of this industrial site,
we’re  strengthening
the region’s ability to
compete for high-im-
pact projects that bring
new jobs and long-
term growth.

“Alabama is focused
on making sure our
communities are ready
for opportunity — and
this is a strong step in
in that direction,” she

said.
A strategic grant
through Alabama’s

SEEDS program is
helping fast-track de-
velopment at a promis-
ing Limestone County
industrial site. (Image:
Limestone County
EDA)

Local leaders say
the SEEDS invest-
ment is a critical step
in unlocking the site’s
long-term potential.

“These grant funds
mark a significant step
forward in preparing
the Frazier-White Site
for development,” said
Bethany  Shockney,
President & CEO of
the Limestone Coun-
ty Economic Devel-
opment  Association
(LCEDA). “With its
strategic location, ro-
bust infrastructure and
access to a skilled la-
bor force, this site has
potential to serve as
an economic engine
for our community, re-
gion and state.”

The site’s rail con-
nectivity has also
drawn attention from
major transportation
partners.

“Norfolk Southern is
proud to support the

Access to information is the public’s most
valuable tool when it comes to protecting your
homes, your communities, and your government.
Newspapers have the unique ability to reach a
broad audience, regardless of the socioeconomic
status, by providing public notices both in

print and online.

The public notices appearing in your newspaper
provide important information on issues such as
rezoning for landfills, government contracts, and
even traffic detours. It's your right to know how
your tax dollars are spent and what could be
coming to your neighborhood.

And when it comes to shining the light on
government, public notices deliver.

development of rail-
served sites like the
Frazier-White  Site,”
said Tyler Preast,
Senior Industrial De-
velopment  Manager
for Norfolk Southern.
“This SEEDS award
represents a mean-
ingful investment in
Decatur-Limestone
County and reinforces
the value of rail in driv-
ing economic growth
and American reindus-
trialization.”

Regional momentum

The SEEDS grant
has generated strong
support among local
and regional stake-
holders.

“The Frazier-White
Site’s top-tier ranking
and strategic loca-
tion make it an ideal
site for bringing qual-
ity jobs and industrial
growth to our county,”
said Limestone Coun-
ty Commission Chair
Collin Daly.

“This property repre-
sents one of Decatur
and Limestone Coun-
ty’'s most strategic in-
dustrial assets, and

this funding moves
us closer to making it
market ready,” added
Mayor

Decatur Tab

Bowling. “By advanc-
ing due diligence, we
are strengthening our
ability to attract ad-
vanced manufacturing
and other high-value
industries that  will
benefit our region’s
economy.”

Regional collabora-
tion is a hallmark of the
project’s success, with
leaders across county
lines embracing its
broader economic im-
pact.

“This investment is a
critical step in enhanc-
ing the site’s readiness
and visibility for future
development,” said
Jeremy Nails, Presi-
dent & CEO of the
Morgan County Eco-
nomic  Development
Association.  “Strate-
gic site evaluation and
preparation strengthen
our regional competi-
tiveness and help po-
sition North Alabama
for long-term econom-
ic growth.”

With the SEEDS
funding now secured,
LCEDA said it will
advance to the next
phase of positioning
the site for prospective
industries and head-
quarters in  sectors

including  advanced
manufacturing, aero-
space, aviation, ag-
riculture  technology,
and food products.

SEEDS impact

The SEEDS pro-
gram is a key part of
Alabama’s long-term
commitment to ex-
panding economic op-
portunity in communi-
ties across the state
by accelerating site
development and en-
hancing rural competi-
tiveness.

The first two rounds
of SEEDS funding
totaled over $53 mil-
lion and supported 56
sites statewide, help-
ing local communities
and economic devel-
opment organizations

advance critical site
readiness efforts.
Applications for

Round 3 of the state’s
SEEDS grant program
opened on July 1, with
a total of $23.2 million
available to support
site assessment and
development  efforts
across Alabama. The
application window
closes on Sept. 30.

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Linda
Mahan of Brierfield,
who passed away on
September 18, 2025,
Linda will be greatly
missed.

The BCHS class
of 1969, met at the
home of Jim and Anita
Headley on Saturday,
September 20, 2025,
with plenty of delicious
food, fun, fellowship
and beautiful weather.
All reporting a great
time.

We wish to extend
sympathy to the fam-
ily of Peggy Smith,
who passed away on
Friday, September
19, 2025. Graveside
services were held on
Tuesday, September
23 at Pineland Memo-
rial Park. Peggy will be
greatly missed by fam-
ily and friends.

Several with birth-
days in September
are Raclee Nix, Casey
Dunkin, James Ow-
ens, Mickey Wix, Jada
Hubbard Woodruff,
Seth young and Abby
McCary.

The joyful hearts of
Brent Baptist church
met on Monday, Sep-
tember 22 at 10 am

with lunch at the noon
hour.

Homecoming will be
held at New Life Bap-
tist Church on Sunday,
October 5, 2025, at
10:30 am. Everyone
is cordially invited to
attend.

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Frank-
lin D Wilson, age 92 of
Randolph, who passed
away on September
21, 2025. Services
were held on Wednes-
day, September 24
at Rehoboth Baptist
Church at 11am with
burial In the adjoining
cemetery. Frank will
be greatly missed by
family and friends.

Odie and Doris New-
man recently vaca-
tioned for a week in
Kansas, Colorado and
Wyoming Enroute to
Colorado, they spent
first night in Dodge
City, Kansas, report-
ing a great trip, visiting
many points of inter-
est.

Virginia Kornegay
Dean of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, arrived on Friday
morning for a few days
with her friend Char-
lotte Lovelady West.
Friday during the day,

they watched the
BCHS homecoming
parade and game on
Friday night. On Sat-
urday, they joined the
BCHS class of 1969
for a get together at
the home of Jim and
Anita Headley, where
a great time was had
for all in attendance.

Sunday morning,
they attended wor-
ship service at Shady
Grove Baptist Church,
where Jim Headley
brought a wonderful
message. Lunch with
friends after the ser-
vice.

Sympathy goes out
to the family of Vernie
Fondren, who passed
away recently. Ms.
Vernie will be missed
by her family and
many friends.

A speedy recovery
goes out to Rhonda
Levert, who is under-
going tests at this writ-
ing.

Call your news in at
205-316-1181, take
care and God Bless
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Fewer Papers
on the Porch:
Small Towns
Feel the Decline
of Print News

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

Not long ago, the
sight of a rolled-up
newspaper on the front
porch was as common
in Bibb County as the
morning dew. Neigh-
bors shared clippings,
swapped editions at
the café, and waited
each week for the lat-
est local happenings.
Today, however, fewer
porches see a paper,
and fewer hands un-
fold its pages.

Across the country,
print newspapers are
shrinking, and small
towns like ours feel it
most. Rising printing
costs, dwindling ad
sales, and the speed
of online news have
all taken a toll. Some
families have switched
to reading headlines
on their phones, while
others no longer sub-
scribe at all.

Local newspapers
have always been
more than a way to
keep up with the head-
lines. They've carried
birth  announcements,

ball scores, church
news, and the faces of
friends and neighbors.
Without them, commu-
nities can feel a little
more disconnected.

Still, there is hope.
While some papers
have folded, others
have found ways to
adapt—printing  slim-
mer editions  while
keeping an online
presence strong. And
there remains a loyal
group of readers who
simply prefer the feel
of newsprint in their
hands.

As one retired teach-
er putit, “You can scroll
through your phone all
day, but there’s noth-
ing like sitting on the
porch with a real pa-
per.”

Whether the pa-
per comes by porch,
post office, or phone
screen, the need for
good local news is as
strong as ever. The
challenge for small-
town journalism is
finding a way to keep
that hometown voice
alive for the next gen-
eration.

Alabama Ranked
As Top Choice For
Doing Business

Governor Kay Ivey
on Wednesday an-
nounced that Alabama
has been ranked
among the nation’s
top 10 states for doing
business by “Area De-
velopment” magazine,
reflecting the state’s
strong economic fun-
damentals and busi-
ness-friendly environ-
ment.

In the publication’s
2025 Top States for
Doing Business re-
port, Alabama ranked
No. 8 overall, scor-
ing especially high in
categories that are
crucial to attracting in-
vestment and fueling
job growth. The state
earned the magazine’s
top ranking for Favor-
able Property Tax
and placed in the top
10 in eight additional
categories, including
Overall Cost of Doing
Business (No. 3).

“‘Alabama’s high
ranking in this respect-
ed national survey

confirms what we al-
ready know: Our state
is open for business
and built for success,”
said Governor lvey.
‘By keeping taxes

low, cutting red tape
and investing in our
people and infrastruc-
ture, we've created an
environment where
companies can thrive
and communities can
grow.”

The annual “Area
Development” survey
evaluates how well
states perform across
key economic devel-
opment factors such
as tax structure, incen-
tives, workforce readi-
ness and site availabil-
ity. Alabama ranked:

*No. 1 — Favorable
Property Tax

*No. 3 — Overall
Cost of Doing Busi-
ness

*No. 3 — Favorable
Regulatory Frame-
work

*No. 4 — Business
Incentives Programs

*No. 6 — Coopera-
tive Local and State
Government

*No. 6 — Site Readi-
ness Programs

*No. 7 — Workforce
Training Programs

*No. 7 — Availability
of Sites

*No. 9 — Energy
Cost

Alabama Forests Remain Under
Attack From Southern Pine Beetle

BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

Given that it's small-
er than a grain of rice,
it might be hard to
believe that the mi-
nuscule southern pine
beetle (Dendrocto-
nus frontalis) could
cause massive dam-
age to forests! These
beetles have been
a well-known foe of
the southern United
States for centuries.

The southern pine
beetle was first record-
ed in the southeastern
United States in the
late 1700s. Though
they are originally na-
tive to the southeast,
warming winter tem-
peratures have al-
lowed the beetle's
range to expand up
the east coast in re-
cent decades.

Southern pine bark
beetles cause more
damage to southern
pine timber than any
other forest insect in
Alabama. On aver-
age, the state loses
60,000 pine trees a
year during a southern
pine bark beetle out-
break that totals ap-
proximately $800,000
in economic loss. Of
course, during an epi-
demic episode, the
amount of economic
and timber loss is
greatly increased.

Southern pine bark
beetles generally at-
tack less vigorous or
stressed pines, espe-
cially ones weakened
by a continual drought,
storm damage, strong
winds, severe fires,
old age, prevailing
diseases, tree com-
petition, and other in-
sect infestations. Most

southern pine species,
if not all are vulnera-
ble, but depending on
the particular beetle,
some pines are more
susceptible than oth-
ers.

With three groups
of southern pine bark
beetles in the south-
east wreaking havoc
on pine trees; each
one has its own distin-
guishable features and
characteristics.  The
three groups of south-
ern pine bark beetles
are the southern pine
beetle (SPB), the Ips
engraver beetle (IEB),
and the black turpen-
tine beetle (BTB).
Each beetle will initi-
ate an attack based
on specific causes and
each will basically at-
tack a different area of
the tree. Even its rate
of spread to the next
pine is scantly different
based on the beetle
species.

Of the three, the
SPB is the most ag-
gressive and more
likely to attack healthy
pines. The IEB and
the BTB tend to only
attack weakened,
stressed, or damaged
trees. The IEB and
BTB, however, have
a slightly greater host
list than the SPB. The
SPB generally does
not attack slash or
longleaf pines unless
these pine species are
extremely stressed.

The Alabama For-
estry Commission
(AFC) issued an alert
about the Southern
pine beetle in 2024.
The AFC said it has
identified almost 5,000
trouble spots, with an
average of 191 trees
killed at each spot.

“Unfortunately, this is
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the highest number of
beetle spots we've ex-
perienced in the state
in the last 23 years,
State Forester Rick
Oates said in a recent-
ly issued statement.
“The agency has con-
ducted aerial surveys
in 51 counties so far,
with more counties an-
ticipated over the next
couple weeks. Both
Mississippi and Geor-
gia are also counting
numerous spots. So,
it looks as if this is an
especially active pine
beetle year not just
here in Alabama, but
across the Southeast.”

Alabama U.S. Sena-
tors Katie Britt and
Tommy Tuberville are
taking action to com-
bat the Southern Pine
Beetle

U.S. Senator Katie
Britt (R-Ala.) joined
Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith (R-Miss.) and
several of her Senate
colleagues in reintro-
ducing the Emergency
Pine Beetle Response
Act of 2025. The bill
seeks to help private
landowners, timber
cutting and hauling
businesses, and local
municipalities respond
to forest-related di-
sasters, including pine
beetle outbreaks that
ravage our forests.

“Pine beetle infesta-
tions devastate forests
to the tune of millions
of dollars in economic
losses, particularly in
states like Alabama.
Outbreaks spread fast
and have a direct im-
pact on those whose
livelihoods depend on
healthy pine forests
for timber production.
| am proud to support

alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

this important legis-
lation that strength-
ens existing federal
programs and helps
Alabama landowners
respond when facing
this disaster,” Senator
Britt said.

The Emergency
Pine Beetle Response
Act of 2025 would
strengthen existing
federal programs and
give the U.S. De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (USDA) tools to
combat ongoing pine
beetle infestations.
It would introduce a
cost-share mechanism
to help landowners,
loggers, haulers, and
tree removal services
implement expensive
disaster mitigation
techniques.

It would also autho-
rize the USDA to is-
sue grants to states
and municipalities for
infested tree removal
and related activities,
as well as administer
program  assistance
following national di-
saster  designations
and pine beetle infes-
tations.

“The end of drought
conditions didn't end
the pine beetle in-
festation or lessen
costs to combat them.
There is a real need
to tailor USDA disas-
ter programs to truly
help states like Mis-
sissippi where most of
its forests are privately
owned or within city
limits. Most of these
folks do not have the
upfront money to carry
out timely or thorough
eradication work,”
Senator Hyde-Smith
said. “The Emergency
Pine Beetle Response
Act addresses these
issues effectively.”

This legislation
will apply not only to
drought, but to other
natural disasters that
increase the likelihood
for outbreaks such as
wildfires,  hurricanes
or excessive winds,
floods, or other events
within 12 months prior.
Read the full text of
the bill here.

The Emergency
Pine Beetle Response
Act of 2025 is cospon-
sored by Senators
John Kennedy (R-La.),
Tommy Tuberville (R-
Ala.), Shelley Moore
Capito (R-W.Va.),
Cynthia Lummis (R-
Wyo.), and Jon Ossoff
(D-Ga.).

N HELP
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist

West Blocton 938-7220
First Baptist Church of
Woodstock

205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove Il Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD

Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline

256-393-9625

Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788
Caffee Junction Church Of
God

205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Episcopal

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit Holiness Church
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. * Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist
Church

205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane,
Blocton
205.826.5763

West

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The Naz-
arene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First  United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist

926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co.Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut  Street -
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763

Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188

Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer

489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel
Church
926-4934

Community
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BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

Few hymns have of-
fered such comfort to
weary hearts as “Lean-
ing on the Everlasting
Arms.” For well over
a century, Christians
around the world have
sung its words in times
of joy and sorrow, re-
minding themselves of
the steadfast arms of
God that never let go.

The hymn was writ-
ten in 1887, born out
of both Scripture and
grief. Elisha A. Hoff-
man, a well-known
hymn writer, penned
the lyrics after reflect-
ing on Deuteronomy
33:27: “The eternal
God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the
everlasting arms.” He
sent his text to Antho-
ny J. Showalter, a mu-
sic teacher and pub-

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

One of the most so-
bering and encour-
aging promises of
Scripture is that Jesus
Christ will return. Just
as He ascended into
heaven, He will come
again to gather His
people and bring final
victory. The Bible re-
minds us, “Therefore
keep watch, because
you do not know on
what day your Lord
will come” (Matthew
24:42).

We live in a world
full of distractions—
busyness, responsi-
bilities, and the pursuit
of comfort. It's easy to
lose focus and forget
that eternity is nearer
than we think. But the
call of Christ is clear:
live ready. Being ready
doesn’t mean living in
fear of the unknown;
it means living with

lisher from Georgia.

Showalter had just
written to two former
students who had
each lost their wives.
In searching for words
of comfort, the verse in
Deuteronomy stirred
his heart. Inspired, he
composed the tune
and asked Hoffman
to complete the lyrics.
Together they created
one of the most endur-
ing hymns in church
history.

The message was
simple yet profound:
no matter what trials
or losses we face, we
can lean fully on the
strength, love, and
faithfulness of God.
The refrain captures
that promise: a safe,
unshakable refuge in
the everlasting arms
of the Lord.

The hymn quickly
spread across de-

Be Ready

hope, purpose, and
faithfulness.
Readiness  begins

in the heart. We must
ask ourselves: Have
| placed my trust in
Christ as Savior and
Lord? Am | walking
daily in His grace and
seeking to honor Him
in my words and ac-
tions? Readiness s
not about perfection
but about devotion. A
heart that is surren-
dered to Christ will
naturally watch and
wait with joy for His
appearing.

Readiness also
shapes how we live
toward others. Jesus
taught us to love our
neighbor, serve with
humility, and forgive

freely. When He re-
turns, He should find
us living as reflections
of His love in the world.
Each act of kindness,
each word of encour-
agement,

and each

nominations, hymnals,
and revival meet-
ings. Its popularity
only grew through the
years, finding its way
into gospel record-
ings, church choirs,
and even films such
as Night of the Hunter
(1955) and True Grit
(2010).

Yet at its heart,
“Leaning on the Ev-
erlasting Arms” is not
about fame or his-
tory—it is about hope.
The same comfort that
sustained grieving
friends in the 19th cen-
tury continues to sus-
tain believers today.
When life feels uncer-
tain, the hymn reminds
us of the unchanging
truth: God’s arms are
always strong enough
to carry us.

step of obedience is
a way of preparing for
His return.

The early church
often greeted one an-
other with the word
“Maranatha”—Come,
Lord Jesus! That same
longing should be alive
in us today. Instead of
being anxious about
the future, we can rest
in the assurance that
Christ’s return will set
all things right.

Let us live with lamps
full of aoil, like the wise
virgins in Jesus’ par-
able (Matthew 25). Let
us be found faithful
stewards of the time,
talents, and treasures
God has entrusted to
us. And let us encour-
age one another daily,
reminding each other
that the King is com-

ing.

Ingredients:

6 cups popped popcorn (plain

or lightly salted)

2 cups pretzels (mini twists or

sticks)

1 % cups candy corn
1 cup chocolate candies
(M&M’s or Reese’s Pieces work

great)

1 cup mini marshmallows

12 oz white chocolate or al-
mond bark (for drizzling)

Halloween sprinkles (option-

al, but fun!)

Instructions:

Line a large baking sheet with

parchment paper.

In a big bowl, combine the

mallows.
Melt the white chocolate or

almond bark according to pack-

age directions until smooth.

Drizzle the melted chocolate
over the mixture, tossing gently

to coat everything.
Spread the coated mix evenly

on the baking sheet and add

still wet.

sprinkles while the chocolate is

Let it cool and harden com-
pletely (about 30 minutes).

Break into clusters and serve
in bowls or bag it up in cute Hal-
loween treat bags!

Tip: For extra “spook,” toss

in candy eyeballs before the

popcorn, pretzels, candy corn, it!
chocolate candies, and marsh-

Thank you for choosing us as Best
Funeral Home in Bibb County!

chocolate hardens—Kkids

love

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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ALABAMA SCAN CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES

SELLING a RV,
Tractor or Golf
Cart?  ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by
region in over 100
Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers
each week! Run your
ad in our Classified
Network for just $210
per week! Make one
call to this newspaper
(participating Ala-
SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to
find out how easy it is
to advertise statewide!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as
litle as ONE DAY!
Superior quality bath
and shower systems
at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime
warranty &
professional installs.
Call Now! 1-833-770-
0326

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three

Brent Garden
Apartments

- Elderl

Community
[We are taking
applications forI
our One and
Two Bedrooms.
Maintenance free|
living. Ask about
the  Qualifications.
Come in and apply|
today. No application]
ees.
Office Hours 8:00

230 M -F

57 Steele Street;
ICentreville, AL
35042

[(205) 926-7547

EQUAL HOUS NG
OPPOR™UNITY

step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-
385-7131

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A
small amount  of
water can lead to
major damage in your
home. Our trusted
professionals dry out
the wet area and do
repairs to protect your
family and your home’s
value! If you have
water in your home
that needs to be dried,
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code of
service location ready
when you call!

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY  USERS!
Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE

information kit. Call
1-833-650-7885
Attention: VIAGRA

and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special
- Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for vyour
service, call now for
a free quote and see
how much you can
save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING? Call
today to schedule
a FREE in-home

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title

Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com

estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today!
1-833-641-6567

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter
protection for your
home, backed by a
no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call
today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule
a FREE inspection
and no obligation
estimate. Plus get
20%  offt  Seniors
and miltary save
an additional 10%.
Restrictions apply,
see representative
for warranty and offer
details

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby  Generator.
Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty
with qualifying
purchase* Call 1-877-
323-5516 today to
schedule a free quote.
I's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

Safe  Step. North
Americas #1 Walk-In

Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation
and service. Now
featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call  today!
Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-844-
871-6175

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real
dental insurance -
NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE
Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/
alabama #6258

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new,
custom bath or shower
in as little as one day.

For a limited time,
waivingALL installation
costs! (Additional

terms apply. Subject
to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends
12/31/25.) Call 1-877-
205-0836

Replace your roof with
the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer up
to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie

Metal Roofs: 1-833-
955-3163
Consumer Cellular

- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting
at just $20/month. For

more information, call
1-844-358-5270

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED

CAR?7?? DONATE
IT TO PATRIOTIC

HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work
or start their own
business. Call 24/7:
1-833-426-0193

Donate  your car,
truck, boat, RV and

more to support our
veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations
at 1-877-724-3049
today!

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCT. 18, 2025
SESSIONS BEGIN AT 9 AM, 10 AM, & 11 AM
NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY

Come take a tour, meet our award-winning
faculty, and learn how you can apply! ASFA
is a 7-12t" grade public, tuition-free school
for talented and passionate students.
Located in Birmingham, AL with boarding
available for grades 9-12.

ALABAMA
SCHOOL OF
FINE ARTS
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2025 Airing of the Quilts offers unique cultural experience

The 2025 Airing of
the Quilts Festival —
set for Saturday, Oct.
4, in the Gee’s Bend
community of Wilcox
County — promises to
spotlight the area’s
world-renowned quilt-
makers while also
celebrating the com-
munity’s cultural sig-
nificance.

Now in its fourth
year, the 2025 Airing
of the Quilts Festival
added global sports-
wear brand adidas as
its presenting partner
for an event that hon-
ors the living history of
Gee’s Bend from the
area’s origins to its-
significant role in the
American Civil Rights
Movement and its
current fame as one
of America’s most re-
nowned artist commu-
nities.

“The festival gives
visitors the opportunity
to meet quilters, learn
about the area’s his-
tory, and become im-
mersed in the area’s
incredible cultural sig-
nificance,” said Kim
V. Kelly, executive di-
rector of the Freedom
Quilting Bee Legacy.

The festival, which
was named to Gar-
den & Gun magazine’s
2025 Bucket List, drew
2,100 people to Gee’s
Bend in 2024, and

organizers expect at
least 2,500 visitors this
year.

Gee’s Bend quilters
have garnered inter-
national fame for their
unique  quilt-making,
and the festival honors
the community’s histo-
ry of quilt-making with
interactive  program-
ming, food trucks, en-
tertainment and live
musical performances.
Visitors to the Airing of
the Quilts also take
part in quilting demon-
strations and storytell-
ing from the descen-
dants of generations
of Gee’s Bend quilters.

This year’s festival
features the unveiling
of an exhibition dedi-
cated to Dinah Miller
(née Jenkins), who
was kidnapped in Afri-
ca and brought to Ala-
bama in 1860 aboard
the last known slave
ship to enter U.S. wa-
ters, the Clotilda. The
exhibit is titled “Be-
tween History and
Memory: Dinah Mill-
er's Legacy in Gee’s
Bend.”

Miller  settled in
Gee’s Bend in 1890
and is the earliest
known quilter in the
area. Her descen-
dants rank among the
area’s most renowned
quilters.

“This new exhibition

will clearly celebrate
Dinah’s life, tell her
unique and inspira-
tional story, and honor
her immense contri-
butions to the Gee'’s
Bend community,” Kel-
ly said.

On Oct. 2, during the
week before the festi-
val, Freedom Quilting
Bee Legacy will also
debut its newly de-
signed quilt workshop/
learning space and
posthumously  dedi-
cate the facility to the
Rev. Lonnie Brown Jr.,
a community advocate
who passed away ear-
lier this year. The facil-
ity was built thanks to
funding from The Dan-
iel Foundation of Ala-
bama and a grant from
the Alabama State
Council of the Arts.

The new workshop
space will be open for
use and tours during
the festival. “This facil-
ity will give visitors an
opportunity to sit down
and learn about them,
learn about their histo-
ry and get an intimate
lesson in their artistry
throughout the year,
not just during the fes-
tival,” Kelly said.

The Airing of the
Quilts Festival is host-
ed by organizing spon-
sors Freedom Quilting
Bee Legacy,

Sew Gee's Bend

Heritage Builders, and
Souls Grown Deep.
This festival is open to
the public.

The event is free
with a recommended
contribution of $40
to support the Gee’s
Bend quilt-making
community. For the
second straight year,
the festival will offer
a hop-on/hop-off bus
service for $25 that
will visit the homes of
Gee’s Bend quilters,
as well as the festival.

“The Airing of the
Quilts is clearly one of

the very best cultural
events in the Black
Belt,” said Pam Swan-
ner, director of the Ala-
bama Black Belt Ad-
ventures Association
(ALBBAA). “Our or-
ganization is honored
to support this annual
event, and | urge any-
one who hasn’t been
to the festival to make
plans now. You'll be
enriched by the quilt-
makers’ artistry, enjoy
shopping the many
vendors, listening to
great music and feast-
ing on delicious locally

prepared dishes. This
immersive cultural
experience can’t be
found anywhere else
in the world.”

The Black Belt in-
cludes the following
23 counties: Barbour,
Bullock, Butler, Choc-
taw, Clarke, Conecuh,

Crenshaw, Dallas,
Greene, Hale, Lee,
Lowndes, Macon,
Marengo, Monroe,
Montgomery,  Perry,
Pickens, Pike, Rus-
sell, Sumter, Tusca-

loosa and Wilcox.
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