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LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Jamesio Rhine Named
New Head Coach of Bibb
County Basketball

BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

Bibb County Athlet-
ics is ushering in a new
era on the court with the
appointment of Jamesio
Rhine as the new Head
Coach for both the Men’s
and Women’s Basketball
teams at Bibb County
High School.

Although the basket-
ball season officially tips
off in November, Coach
Rhine is already making
his presence felt. He’s
kicking off his tenure by
leading the BMC Well-
ness Center’s Basketball
Camp, running from July
21-25. The camp is open
to all, with a fee of $75 for
BMC members and $100
for non-members.

Rhine brings a life-
long passion for the game
and a wealth of experi-
ence to the role. “I’ve
been passionate about
basketball since I was 7
years old and have played
from youth leagues to the
professional level,” he
shared. His coaching ré-
sumé includes assistant
roles with JV and Varsity
boys’ teams, private train-
ing from 2021 to 2023,
and now, leadership of the
BMC Basketball Camp.

A Bibb County na-
tive and proud graduate
of Bibb County High
School, Rhine says re-
turning to his alma mater
is a full-circle moment.
“My love for basketball
and my desire to inspire
younger generations
made this an easy deci-
sion. It’s a privilege to
give back to the program
that helped shape me.”

Rhine’s vision for
the program is rooted in
more than just wins and

losses. He aims to build a
team culture centered on
character, discipline, and
teamwork. “I want to de-
velop well-rounded stu-
dent-athletes who lead in
the classroom, in the com-
munity, and on the court,”
he said. “Through hard
work, accountability, and
a culture of excellence, 1
want every player to leave
the program prepared for
life beyond basketball.”

To foster unity and
trust, Rhine plans to
emphasize relation-
ship-building and open
communication. “We’ll
create a culture where
every player has a voice
and mutual respect is ex-
pected.  Team-building
activities, leadership de-
velopment, and shared
goals will be at the heart
of everything we do.”

See Rhine on page 2
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August 1st- Grand Opening of Bibb County Expo Center

August 4th- West Blocton Town Park Expansion Ribbon Cutting at 9:00 am at

512 Oak St. West Blocton, AL

August s5th- State Farm Woodstock Oftice Ribbon Cutting at 10:00 am at

20026 Hwy. 11 Woodstock, AL

August 7th- First day for Bibb County Schools
August22nd: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night! Thisisa FREE event. There will be food trucks
available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your blankets or lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm.
August 28th—Tieasure Forestof Bibb meeting at 6:30 pmat Brent/Centreville Library
September sth: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night! This is a FREE event.
There will be food trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your
blankets or lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm.
September20th: Brierfield Ironworks' Car Show and Flea Market from 10am-2pm! The Car
Showwill be judged at ipm. We will have food trucks, vendors and live music!
September25th - Treasure Forest of Bibb meetingat 6:30 pmat Brent/Centreville Library.
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Road at

Brent Elementary Aims to
Ease Traffic Flow

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

A new access road leading
to Brent Elementary School is
currently under construction,
bringing ~ much-anticipated
relief to parents, school staff,
and nearby residents. The new
roadway is designed to improve
the flow of traffic during busy
morning drop-offs and after-
noon pickups.

For years, congestion along
McMillian Street has caused
delays and frustration for both

school traffic and those living in
the surrounding neighborhood.
The new road will provide an
alternate route that helps reduce
the buildup of cars on McMil-
lian, making the area safer and
more efficient for everyone.
Construction progress has
been steady, with crews work-
ing diligently to ensure the
road is completed in time for
the upcoming school year.
Superintendent Kevin Cotner
says, “We still have to have a
final approval from the State
so that may hold up being able

to officially use the new access
road when school starts, but
we look forward to the new
access road being open as soon
as possible to help alleviate
traffic congestion throughout
the adjoining neighborhoods
and will hopefully speed up
the car rider line for parents as
well.”

This project marks a pos-
itive step forward in address-
ing long-standing traffic is-
sues while prioritizing student
safety and community conve-
nience.

Bibb Medical Center’s Free CNA
Program Offers Hands-On Training
and Life-Changing Opportunities

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

At Bibb Medical Cen-
ter, the Certified Nursing
Assistant (CNA)  Pro-
gram is more than just a
class—it’s a gateway into
the healthcare field, offer-
ing hands-on training, re-
al-world experience, and a
path to a rewarding career.

Led by longtime nurse
and instructor Barbara Ter-
ry, the program is built on
more than four decades
of healthcare experience.
Since joining BMC in 1997,
Barbara has worked across
hospital floors, emergency
rooms, and nursing homes,
bringing valuable knowl-
edge to every class.

What began as an oc-
casional course has now
grown into a full-fledged
program with several ses-

sions offered throughout
the year. The program
provides a fast-paced, sup-
portive learning environ-
ment with small class sizes
that allow for one-on-one
instruction and hands-on
practice.

Students receive both
classroom instruction and
in-facility training within
the nursing home at BMC.
Topics covered include
infection control, CPR,
patient safety, vital signs,
resident rights, and more
offering a comprehensive
foundation in patient care.

No previous healthcare
experience is needed to en-
roll. The program is ideal
for those exploring a career
in healthcare or looking for
a steppingstone to future
opportunities such as nurs-
ing or allied health profes-
sions.

One of the program’s
most impactful features is
its focus on compassion
and dignity in patient care,
emphasizing not just the
technical side of healthcare,
but the human connection
that CNAs foster with their
patients.

Even better—this
high-quality training is
completely free. While
CNA programs elsewhere
can cost up to $1,200,
BMC offers it at no cost to
participants. Most students
secure jobs shortly after
passing their State Registry
exam.

Applications for the next
CNA class are open now
and will close on July 25.
If you or someone you
know is ready to take the
first step toward a mean-
ingful and impactful career,
don’t miss this opportunity.

Treasure Forest Hosts AFOA Guest
Speaker at Brent-Centreville Library

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

On Thursday, July 24, the
Bibb County Treasure Forest
group held its monthly meet-
ing at the Brent-Centreville
Library, featuring special
guest speaker Kim Nick from
the Alabama Forest Owners’
Association (AFOA).

Kim shared valuable in-
sights about the organization,
which is Alabama’s largest
provider of recreational lia-
bility insurance. In addition
to insurance, AFOA offers
a wide range of resources
to its members—especially

focused on landowner edu-
cation.

Founded in 1981 by a
small group of forest land-
owners, AFOA has grown
to include several thousand
members across Alabama
and beyond. These mem-
bers are united by a common
bond: the challenges and
rewards of owning forested
land.

AFOA’s mission is to
serve as an advocate for for-
est landowners and keep them
informed on issues affecting
forest management, owner-
ship, and use. Whether you

currently own timberland or
hope to one day, AFOA mem-
bership offers tools, support,
and a community dedicated
to responsible forest.
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Get to Know our Candidates In the heart of campaign season, it’s easy to get lost in slogans, yard signs, and
sound bites. But behind every candidacy is a real person with a story, a purpose, and a passion for serving the
community. In this special feature, we bring politics to a personal level—introducing you to Roxy
Shuttlesworth, a local face with big ideas and a commitment to making a difference. From early influences on
current motivations, we take a closer look at the person behind the platform.

Roxy Shuttlesworth Announces Candidacy for Centreville City Council, District 4
Roxy Shuttlesworth is proud to announce her candidacy for Centreville City Council, District 4.
A lifelong resident of the area, Roxy is deeply committed to serving her community and being a voice for all citizens—

regardless of age, background, or beliefs.

Roxy is the daughter of Jackie Horton, wife to Bobby Shuttlesworth, and mother to two daughters, Megan and Morgan.
She is also a proud grandmother to four grandsons, who are the center of her world. After more than 15 years of
dedicated service at First US, Roxy retired to help care for her grandchildren. Her passion for serving others continued
through volunteer roles as the youth basketball treasurer and as treasurer of the BCHS Basketball Booster Club. She
currently works part-time at the local baseball field concession stand, where she enjoys staying connected with
members of the community.
Roxy is running for City Council because she believes Centreville deserves leaders who do more than show up twice a
month. She wants to be actively involved in the process of making Centreville better—a place where there should be
growth, unity, and forward progress thinking is prioritized. Her goal is to bring a strong, steady voice to the council—
one that represents all people and promotes working together as a team. She also recognizes and supports the vital
role of city employees and their ongoing contributions to the city's success.
“I’'m not a politician—I’'m your neighbor,” says Shuttlesworth. “I simply want to help move Centreville forward and
ensure that every voice is heard.”
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WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting Date: July 7, 2025

The Town Council of
the Town of West Blocton,
Alabama met in a Regu-
lar Council Meeting at
the Municipal Building
on Monday, July 7, 2025,
at 7:00pm. A quorum be-
ing present, Mayor Dan-
iel Sims called the meeting
to order at 7:00 pm. Prayer
was led by Fred Lynch. The
Pledge of Allegiance was
led by Glenn Johnson, Roll
was called by Town Clerk
Brandy Fancher. Present:
Fred Lynch, Glenn John-
son, Holly Barnett, Blane
Sherron, and Kristen Nash

Absent:

Mayor Notes:

We are extending the
date to accept closed bids
for sidewalk end cap up-
grades through July 24,
2025 @ 4pm.

4™ of July Celebration
was a big hit. We appreciate
all the hard work that was
put into making the event so
successful. There has been
nothing but positive feed-
back from the community.
Karmen Mccory, Taylor
Bagi and Casey Thrasher
did an amazing job enter-
taining. We are thankful to
have been able to recognize
each veteran and look for-
ward to next year.

L. Council Approval:

Previous Council Meet-
ing Minutes 6-16-2025

Council Member Glenn
Johnson made the motion
to approve the previous
Council Meeting Minutes
for 6-16-2025. Motion was
seconded by Council Mem-
ber Blane Sherron. All in

favor and motion so carried

Resolution 2025-010
Councilmember Place 1
Elected without Opposition

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve Resolution
2025-010 to accept Freddie
Lynch as Council Member
1 being elected without op-
position. Council Member
Glenn Johnson-YES Coun-
cil Member Holly Barnett
- YES Council Member
Blane Sherron-YES Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-
YES NO-0 YES-4 Motion

Passes
Resolution 2025-011
Councihnember Place 2

Elected without Opposition

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve Resolution
2025-011 to accept Howard
Glenn Johnson as Coun-
cil Member 2 being elected
without opposition. Coun-
cil Member Fred Lynch-
YES Council Member
Holly Barnett- YES Coun-
cil Member Blane Sher-
ron-YES Council Member
Kristen Nash-YES NO-0
YES-4 Motion Passes

Resolution 2025-012
Councihnember Place 4
Elected without OplJosi-
tion

Roll Call Vote was
used to approve Resolu-
tion 2025-012 to accept
Anthony Blane Sherron
as Council Member 4 be-
ing elected without oppo-
sition. Council Member
Fred Lynch-YES Council
Member Glenn Johnson
- YES Council Member
Holly Barnett - YES Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-

Hill Creek Apartments

205.938.2977 | TDD #1-800-548-2546
1010 Cahaba River Dr. | West Blocton, AL
hillcreek@hollyhandmgt.com

/

55 &Older
1 &2 Bedrooms
Based on Income

s

Equal Housing
Opportunity

YES NO-0 YES-4 Motion
Passes
Certificate of Election
for Council Member Place
I
Roll Call Vote was used
to accept Certificate of
Election for Council Mem-
ber Place 1 Freddie Lynch.
Council Member Glenn
Johnson - YES Coun-
cil Member Holly Barnett
- YES Council Member
Blane Sherron-YES Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-
YES NO-0 YES-4 Motion
Passes
Certificate of Election
for Council Member Place
2
Roll Call Vote was used
to accept Certificate of
Election for Council Mem-
ber Place 2 Howard Glenn
Johnson. Council Member
Fred Lynch - YES Coun-
cil Member Holly Barnett
- YES Council Member
Blane Sherron-YES Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-
YES NO-0 YES-4 Motion
Passes
Certificate of Election
for Council Member Place
4
Roll Call Vote was used
to accept Certificate of
Election for Council Mem-
ber Place 4 Anthony Blane
Sherron. Council Member
Fred Lynch - YES Coun-
cil Member Glenn Johnson
- YES Council Member
Holly Barnett- NO Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-
YES NO-1I YES-3 Motion
Passes
See West Blocton Min-
utes on page 3

Bibb County Schools
will continue free
lunches for all children

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

Bibb County Schools an-
nounced its policy for free
and reduced-price meals for
children served in schools
under the National School
Lunch  Program and/or
School Breakfast Program.
For School Year 2025-2026
Bibb County Schools will
continue participation in the
Community Eligibility Pro-
vision (CEP). No further
action is required of you.
This USDA provision al-
lows your child(ren) to par-
ticipate in the school meal
programs without having to
pay a fee or submit a meal
application.

CEP is a key provision of
the Healthy, Hunger Free

Kids Act of 2010, which al-
lows schools and school dis-
tricts in low-income areas to
eliminate school meal appli-
cations and serve breakfast
and lunch at no charge to all
enrolled students. CEP gives
food service professionals
more time to focus on pre-
paring nutritious meals that
their students will enjoy and
gives students more time to
eat those meals by cutting
down on time spent in the
lunch line. More important-
ly, by offering all students
a nutritious breakfast and
lunch at no cost, CEP helps
ensure more students come
to class well-nourished and
ready to learn.

Children need healthy

meals to learn. Bibb Coun-
ty Schools offers healthy
meals every school day.
Breakfast and lunch meals
will follow the United
States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) guidelines
for healthy school meals, so
please encourage students
to participate. “In the oper-
ation of child feeding pro-
grams, no child will be dis-
criminated against because
of race, sex, color, national
origin, age or disability.”

Parents or guardians who
need further information
may contact Karie Jane Da-
vis, Child Nutrition Pro-
gram Director davisk@
bibbed.org or 205-926-
9881.

Rhine

Rhine from page 1

Looking ahead, Rhine is
focused on laying a strong
foundation for the upcom-
ing season. His goals in-
clude helping players grow
in confidence, compete
with heart, and represent
Bibb County with pride.

He also hopes the bas-
ketball program will be-
come a cornerstone of
school spirit and student
success. “l want our pro-
gram to promote academic
achievement, unity, and
leadership throughout the
campus,” he said.

Rhine credits much of
his coaching philosophy to
his former mentor, Coach

Ron Radford of Southern
Union State Community
College. “His mentorship
helped shape my under-
standing of the game and
how to lead with purpose
and integrity.”

With passion, purpose,
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BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

Nurses

Positions:
* RN - Med Surge (Full-time & Part-time)
* RN - Emergency Dept. (Full-time & Part-time)

® RN - Labor and Deliver (Full-time & Part-time)

*Night Shift
« RN - Nursing Home
e LPN - Nursing Home

Nursing Assistants

Positions:
e Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
* Patient Care Technician
* Medication Aide (Full-time & Part-time)
* Restorative Aide - Nursing Home

@ Apply Online: bibbmed.com/careers

and a deep connection to
the community, Coach

Jamesio Rhine is ready to
lead Bibb County basket-
ball into an exciting new
chapter.

Non-Clinical

Positions:
* Hospital Business Office Manager
* Senior Living Director
* Massage Therapist (BMC Wellness Center)
* Maintenance Technician
® Hair Stylist (BMC Nursing Home Salon)

Clinical

Positions:
* Medical Lab Technician (MLT)

.
Benefits:

.
* Competitive salary
* Career growth opportunities
« Supportive work environment

Email: bmchr@bibbmedicalcenter.com

More Information
205.926.3363

208 Pierson Avenue, Centreville, AL 35042

APPLY NOW
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BY CANDACE JOHNSON
REPORTER

The Brierfield Iron-
works Historical State
Park is excited to launch
its new summer tradition:
“Friday Movie Night at the
Furnace.” The free outdoor
movie series kicks off on
July 25 at 8 p.m. with “A
Minecraft Movie.”

The park, located at
240 Furnace Parkway in
Brierfield, is known for its
historic ruins of the Bibb
Furnace and offers a range
of activities including

camping, cabins, and fam-
ily events.

Guests are invited to ar-
rive as early as 5 p.m., with
snacks and sweets avail-
able until 9 p.m. Attendees
are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets
for a relaxing night under
the stars. It’s the perfect
chance to enjoy a fun eve-
ning while catching up on
exciting new films.

The movie lineup con-
tinues with “How to Train
Your Dragon” (2025) on
Aug. 22 and wraps up with
“Jurassic World: Rebirth”

NEWS

Brierfield Park Launches
new Summer Tradition

on Sept. 5, both starting at
8 p.m.

But the fun doesn’t end
there. On Sept. 20, the park
will also host a Car Show
and Flea Market from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Think you
have the best ride in town?
Awards will be presented
at 2 p.m., and the event
will feature live gospel
music and food trucks for a
full day of family-friendly
fun.

For more details, visit
the Brierfield Ironworks
Historical State Park’s of-
ficial website.

New 483 Area Code
Implementation to Begin in 2026
for Central/Southeast Alabama

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

Customers in the
334 area code region
are encouraged to begin
10-digit dialing prior to
scheduled implementa-
tion of the new 483 area
code overlay Feb. 23,
2026.

The permissive
10-digit dialing window
will allow customers to
become adjusted prior
to mandatory 10-digit
dialing, which will take
effect Jan. 23, 2026.

Implementation  of
the new 483 area code

ensures customers will
have enough supply of
new telephone num-
bers to serve the area,
as numbering resources
for the 334 area code
are scheduled to ex-
haust by the third quar-
ter of 2026.

New customers, or
customers  requesting
an additional telephone
line, may be assigned
the new 483 area code,
pending activation. The
implementation will not
affect existing service
for customers within the
334 area code region.

The Alabama Pub-
lic Service Commis-
sion approved the new
483 area code overlay
on March 6, 2024, for
Alabama area code 334,
which serves Selma,
Montgomery, Prattville,
Pike Road, Tuskegee,
Auburn, Opelika, Phe-
nix City, Eufaula, Do-
than, Enterprise, Troy,
Greenville and a large

area of central and
southeast Alabama.
No changes will

be made when dialing
three-digit numbers,
such as 911 and others.

The Negative Effects of Children Having Cell Phones

Why New Laws Banning
Phones in Schools May Be a
Step in the Right Direction

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

As concerns
about the impact of
smartphones on chil-
dren, many states are
beginning to take ac-
tion. Several school dis-
tricts—and even entire
states—have  recently
implemented “no cell
phones in school” laws
aimed at reducing dis-
tractions and improv-
ing student focus. These
laws prohibit or severely
restrict the use of cell
phones during school
hours, and the move has
been widely supported
by teachers, administra-
tors, and child develop-
ment experts. The rea-
soning behind these laws
is clear: despite their
convenience, cell phones
can do more harm than
good when it comes to a
child’s overall develop-
ment.

While cell phones
offer  communication,
entertainment, and ac-
cess to information, their
downsides—especially
when placed in the hands
of young children—are
becoming increasingly
hard to ignore. From
mental health challenges
to poor academic perfor-
mance, the consequences
of early and unrestricted
cell phone use are seri-
ous and far-reaching.

Mental Health and
Emotional Well-being:

grow

Studies have shown that
high smartphone use
is associated with in-
creased levels of anxiety,
depression, and low self-
esteem in children and
teens. Social media apps
can expose children to
cyberbullying, unrealis-
tic beauty standards, and
a constant stream of peer
comparison. Over time,
this can lead to emotion-
al distress and damage
their sense of self-worth.

Reduced  Attention
Span and Academic Per-
formance: One of the
main reasons behind the
school phone bans is that
smartphones  interfere
with learning. Students
often find it hard to resist
checking messages or
scrolling through social
media, even during class.
This distraction leads to
reduced focus, lower test
scores, and a decrease in
meaningful  classroom
engagement.

Physical Health Con-
cerns: Cell phone use
can also negatively affect
physical health. Children
who spend hours on
screens may experience
eye strain, headaches,
poor posture, and re-
duced sleep quality due
to blue light exposure.
Additionally, screen time
often replaces physical
activity, contributing to
rising childhood obesity
rates.

Delayed Social Skills
Development: Frequent
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phone use can hinder
real-world social interac-
tion, which is crucial for
emotional intelligence
and communication
skills. Children who rely
on texting or social me-
dia for communication
may struggle with face-
to-face  conversations
and conflict resolution.

Exposure to Inap-
propriate Content and
Online Dangers: Even
with filters and parental
controls,  smartphones
can give children ac-
cess to harmful content,
including violence, ex-
plicit material, and on-
line predators. Without
careful supervision, chil-
dren may also become
involved in risky online
trends or challenges that
can lead to dangerous
behavior.

The recent push for
no cell phones in schools
is more than just a rule
change—it reflects a
growing awareness of
how deeply cell phone
use can affect children’s
development. While
smartphones are an un-
avoidable part of modern
life, it’s essential to de-
lay and limit their use in
young children. Parents
and educators should
work together to create
boundaries, encourage
real-world interaction,
and promote a healthier,
more balanced relation-
ship with technology.

WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting Date: July 7, 2025

West Blocton Minutes

from page 2
WBHS ATHLETIC
GRAPHIC-BASEBALL

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve$ 1,000 Sponsor
for Baseball Media Graph-
ic. Council Member Fred
Lynch - YES Glenn John-
son-YES Council Member
Holly Barnett - YES Coun-
cil Member Blane Sher-
ron-YES Council Member
Kristen Nash-YES NO-0
YES-5 Motion Passes

83 Holders Lawn Care

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve 83 Holders
Lawn Care to cut grass ev-
ery 2 weeks for $1100.00.
Council Member Fred
Lynch - YES Glenn John-
son-YES Council Mem-
ber Holly Barnett -Ab-
stain due to she uses his

services. Council Member
Blane Sherron-YES Coun-
cil Member Kristen Nash-
YES NO-0 YES-4 Motion
Passes

April Financial Report

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve April Financials.
Council Member Fred
Lynch - YES Glenn John-
son-YES Council Member
Holly Barnett - YES Coun-
cil Member Blane Sher-
ron-YES Council Member
Kristen Nash-YES NO-0
YES-5 Motion Passes

May Financial Report

Roll Call Vote was used
to approve May Financials.
Council Member Fred
Lynch - YES Glenn John-
son-YES Council Member
Holly Barnett- YES Coun-
cil Member Blane Sher-
ron-YES Council Member

Kristen Nash-YES NO-0
YES-5 Motion Passes

Halloween Trick or Treat
on Main Date

Council Member Kristen
Nash made the motion to
approve Halloween Trick
or Treat on Main to be held
Thursday, October 30,2025
from 6pm-9pm. Motion
was seconded by Council
Member Holly Barnett. All
in favor and motion so car-
ried

Citizens to Speak - None

There being no further
business to come before the
Town Council at this time,
Council Member Glenn
Johnson made the motion
to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was seconded
by Council Member Blane
Sherron. All in favor and
motion so carried.

The Economic Struggles of Rural Municipalities in Alabama
How The Rise & Fall of Twix-n-
Tween and Internet Sales Taxes Tell
the Story of Small Towns in Alabama

BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

According to the Ala-
bama League of Municipal-
ities, the state of Alabama
contains 466 municipalities
and of those, approximate-
ly 406 have populations un-
der 12,000. The top 5 cities
in Alabama are Huntsville
(Pop. 225k), Birmingham
(Pop. 196k), Montgomery
(Pop. 195k), Mobile (Pop.
182k) and Tuscaloosa (Pop.
111k). There are only 66
Alabama cities with more
than 10k population.

In 2019 the Cullman
Tribune featured Bibb
County in a Bi-Centennial
publication about the histo-
ry of the State. Just like any
other traveler who passed
through Bibb County dur-
ing the second half of the
Twentieth Century, many
of them have a fond mem-
ory of Twix-N-Tween.

Ben Johnson wrote
“ the famous Twix-N-
Tween Restaurant which
was a “must eat” friendly
place on the Bibb County
stretch of highway be-
tween Montgomery and
Tuscaloosa. For more
than 50 years, the Twix-
N-Tween only closed on
Christmas Days. The Twix-
N-Tween ......... started in
Centreville in 1952..... ¢

Twix is now a fond relic
of the past and the eco-
nomic fortunes of Brent
& Centreville, like other
small towns in Alabama,
closely parallels and fol-
lows the rise and decline
of the Twix. The author of
this article grew up amid
this transformation and has
witnessed the events of the
last 80 years.

Back in the mid Twenti-
eth Century almost all mo-
torists, East-West, or North
to South, passed through
the intersection we still call
Four Points, by way of U.S.
Highways 82 & 25 or AL-
5, regardless of their desti-
nation. And Twix-N-Tween
was brilliantly  located
at the intersection. Twix
thrived, and so did the for-
tunes of other small busi-
nesses in the two towns.

The business districts of
Brent & Centreville thrived
in those days. You could
buy what you needed in
the towns. Not only world
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famous BBQ from Twix,
there were clothing stores
like Nix & Co, Daily-James
and Pierson Hardware,
Western Auto, the 5&10,
the Yellow Front, Meigs
Rexall Drug, Ritz Theatre,
Cleveland Grocery, Nix
Pool Room, Elam Shoe
Shop, Chism Cleaners,
Peoples Bank and Hender-
son Furniture. There was
Meigs Gulf with a Grey-
hound bus station, cafe and
barber shop in the back.
We even boasted a Pontiac
store and International Har-
vester tractor dealership.
You could visit your dentist
or a physician in profes-
sional offices or reside in
the Bank Building upper
floors. All of these historic
businesses thrived on the
Court Square. The hustle
& bustle of any Saturday
was legendary.

Centreville also had
Wood-Crews  Chevrolet,
Freeman Motor Parts, OK
Rubber Welders, a taxi
stand, an ice house, a cot-
ton gin, train depot, Hob-
son Auto Parts, Wallace
Grocery, Belcher Motor
Company, Stacy Drug,
Skataway Roller Rink &
Putt-Putt Golf, and T.W.
Stone Grocery with its
own stockyard and cattle
kill operation out back.
Then there was the biggest
enterprise of all, the W.E.
Belcher Lumber Company
with its own Commis-
sary. Down at the Gold-
man Hayes barber shop
you could not only get a
hot towel strait razor shave
and a haircut, you could
still avail yourself of a hot
shower.

There was the “roll-
ing store” that delivered
groceries from Centreville
direct to rural homes
across the county. Mr. Al-

gie Langford sold tons of
Standard Coffee all over
Bibb County from the back
of his panel van.

Brent bustled with
Ward Mercantile, James
Hardware, Bibb Supply,
Meigs Drug Store, Brent
Hotel, Brent Bank, Pig-
gly Wiggly, Daily Fau-
cette Motor Company,
H&S Auto Parts, and an
Allis-Chalmers tractor
dealership, not to mention
a cotton warehouse and
a railroad depot. And, a
thriving lumber mill we
remember as the Olon
Belcher Lumber Company.
Don’t forget N.D. Cass
where wooden toys were
manufactured for years.
A 1973 tornado destroyed
much of that business dis-
trict; it never really came
back to Brent’s main street.

Brent & Centreville
were both supported by
several fine gas stations,
restaurants, and automo-
bile repair facilities. Au-
tomobiles were washed by
hand in those days and usu-
ally blow dried with a 60
mph trip around the circuit.

Twix was born at the
boom of the post World
War Il era. The national
economy was exploding,
hard working people were
improving their family in-
comes, travelling increased
exponentially accompanied
by the baby boom, and the
world was good.

What we called prog-
ress brought new roads.
Bypasses were built around
the towns to allow traffic to
avoid the business districts.
Big box stores emerged in
the largest cities, attracting
shoppers away from the
small town merchants that
depended on local sales.

See Economic Strug-
gles on page 7
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205.926.5615

650 WALNUT STREET

CENTREVILLE
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205.926.5037 205.477.4560

Master Gas Fitter | Al Cert #94162

334.366.2191

8483 HWY. 22
MAPLESVILLE

.424.4166  205.938.0070
McCalla
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ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

Cahawba Christian
Academy & Daycare

'& R ild

! Affordable Tuition

Daycare K3,K4,K5
Elementary, Junior &

Senior High
College Prep

Biblically Based Education

926-4676
www.cahabachristianacademy.com

(A

FOOD LAND

"Your Hometown Grocery Store™

o

20000 Hwy. 11
‘Woodstock, Alabama
205-938-2991

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove |l Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton

West Blocton First Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD

Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline

256-393-9625

Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction Church Of
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy
Comforter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal
Church

925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness

NI

TIRE & AUTO
REPAIR

\

Day (205) 926-4851
Night (205) 926-7196
Highway 82 Cantrevile, AL

Vi st Amran e Dsco et

NELSON

Heating & Cooling

Melvin, Dean
& Terrill Nelson

205.938.9555

Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Cen-
ter
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit Holiness Church
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. * Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist
Church

205-225-4000

Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible
Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West
Blocton

205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE

Ridgeville Church Of The
Nazarene

Brent

Spencer Church Of The
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist

926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co.Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street »
Centreville

926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188

Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer

489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community
Church
926-4934

Associated Foods
Savmor
Food Outlet
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FORGIVENESS IS FOR EVERYONE

“Be kind and compas-
sionate to one another, for-
giving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.”
Ephesians 4:32

Forgiveness is one of the
most powerful and chal-
lenging acts a believer can
practice. It’s not always
easy—especially when the
pain runs deep—but it is
always necessary. Forgive-
ness is not just a gift we of-
fer to others; it is a gift we
give ourselves. When we
forgive, we open our hearts
to healing, restoration, and
the freedom God desires for
us all.

In Scripture, forgiveness
isn’t suggested—it’s com-
manded. Jesus made this
clear in the Lord’s Prayer:
“Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us” (Mat-
thew 6:12). We are not only
recipients of God’s mer-
cy; we are called to extend
that same mercy to others.
To forgive is to obey God’s

will, and obedience always
leads us closer to Him.

Holding on to bitterness
and resentment is like car-
rying a heavy burden that
God never intended us to
bear. Unforgiveness traps
us in the past, keeps wounds
open, and poisons our
hearts. But forgiveness re-
leases that weight. It doesn’t
mean we forget or excuse
what happened—it means
we choose not to let it con-
trol us anymore. Forgive-
ness is an act of faith, trust-
ing that God is just and that
healing is possible through
Him.

There is no greater ex-
ample of forgiveness than
Jesus. On the cross, He
prayed for those who cruci-
fied Him, saying, “Father,
forgive them, for they know
not what they do” (Luke
23:34). He forgave those
who mocked Him, aban-
doned Him, and nailed Him
to a tree. When we forgive
others, especially when it’s

hard, we reflect the radical
love of Christ. We become
living testimonies of grace.

While some relationships
may never return to what
they once were, forgiveness
opens the door for reconcil-
iation and peace. It softens
hardened hearts and allows
God to work in situations
we can’t fix on our own.
Even if the other person
never apologizes or chang-
es, choosing to forgive re-
moves the barrier between
us and God and makes room
for His healing power.

Forgiveness isn’t a feel-
ing—it’s a choice. It’s a
daily decision to live with a
heart that is free, not bound
by anger or hurt. When we
choose forgiveness, we
walk in the footsteps of Je-
sus and invite others to ex-
perience the same freedom
we’ve found in Him. Let
us be people who forgive
quickly, love deeply, and
trust fully in the One who
forgave us first.

COMMUNITY NEWS

( wa West Eoline News
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From The Pen Of Jane Hannah ‘ I/. '(>

From lowa, after a stop off in Ar-
kansas; Jo Hinson and granddaugh-
ter Pepper arrived Thursday; visiting
cousins here. Peggy Marchant, Janice
Deason and Diana Dailey met them in
Tuscaloosa for dinner before they all
met at my home. Jo Kitchen & Ruth
Deason joined us for fellowship. On
Friday, Stace Hinson and daughters
Giada & Halle arrived. They also live in
Iowa and stopped in Kentucky (seeing
other relatives) on the way here. Luke
& Tracey Holladay allowed me to take
Stace, Giada, Pepper & Halle swim-
ming after dinner. Dinner was Roast
Beef, Cream Potatoes, Carrots, Green
Beans, Pickled Beets, Cornbread, Wa-
termelon & Cantaloupe. Diana and her
daughter Deanna and Jo Kitchen joined
us for dinner. Peggy Marchant, Janice
Deason & Ruth Deason joined Jo & Jo

for cards. Saturday morning the lowa
relatives left for Dauphin Island; join-
ing many others for a family vacation.

Last weekend, Jera & Alan Fortner,
Ruth Deason, Chad & Stacey Thomp-
son, & Jim Kirkendall helped move
LaShelle & Ronnie Kinney to my
house. LaShelle will soon have re-
placement ankle surgery and will re-
cover here. Steve & Kristy Mullins
will be caring for Geneva Mullins.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week Jean
Johnston 8-1, Tim Carter 8-6, Jerry S
ioes & Judah Garcia 8-7, Alan Fortner,
Kesley Petty & Ed Todd 8-8.

HAPPY 11th ANNIVERSARY Jona-
than & Bianca Hannah.

Prayers for good health & healing
Robbie Todd & Amy Ellison.

Call 478-396-2543 to share your
news.

( wa Centreville News

From The Pen Of Brenda Hubbard ‘ S

Birthday wishes go out to several
that have birthdays in July, Kasey Bar-
ton, Jonah Brewer (5), Derek Thomp-
son, Teresa Suttle, Peggy Simmons,
Darla Browning, Linda Buckalew,
Kathy Watkins, Kipton McGee (3),
Faith Thompson, Sara Hallmark, Tom
Claire, Gena Caffee Dowdle, Hollie
Rowland, Amy Boyd and Hilary Perry.

Sympathy goes out to the family of
Irma Lagrone who passed away re-
cently. Graveside services were held
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025 at Pine-
land Cemetery.

Anniversary wishes go out to Frank
and Alice Barton who recently cele-
brated they 35" wedding anniversary.

Those recently enjoying a barbe-
cue and swimming party with Larry

FAST & RELIABLE
INTERNET FOR
REMOTE MEDICAL
APPOINTMENTS

PROUDLY SERVING
BRENT & CENTREVILLE

205.809.9051

info@alabamalightwave.com

and Vicki Speights were children and
grandchildren, Laura Blumefeld and
Lily, Stacie Brewer, Phoenix and Jo-
nah.

We wish to extend sincere sympa-
thy to the family of Cathy Jones who
passed away on July 18, 2025. Grave-
side services were held on July 22,
2025 at Pondville Cemetery. Cathy
will be greatly missed by family and
friends.

Birthday wishes go out to Amy Watts
Boykin, August 3, 2025.

Sympathy goes out to the family of
Sandra K. Ingram who passed away re-
cently.

If you have news call it in at 205-
316-1181.

Take Care and God Bless!
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ALABAMA

LIGHTWAVE .. alabamalightwave.com

We have a simple goal: to continuously provide

services to meet the individual needs of your
family and ensure you are comfortable and
secure during this emotional time.

805 Birmingham Rd.
/ Centreville, AL
A- 205.926.4876

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com
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BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

Alabama, rich in Southern
history and culture, is also
home to some of the oldest
churches in the southeastern
United States. These historic
sanctuaries are more than just
buildings—they are monu-
ments to the enduring faith,
resilience, and community
spirit that helped shape the
state. From early mission-
ary outposts to churches that
withstood war, fire, and time,
Alabama’s oldest church-
es are living testimonies to
generations of worship and
devotion.

Christ Church Cathedral —
Mobile (Founded 1823): Lo-
cated in downtown Mobile,
Christ Church Cathedral is

one of the oldest Protestant
congregations in Alabama
and the first Episcopal church
in the state. Though the con-
gregation began meeting in
the 1820s, the current Greek
Revival building was com-
pleted in 1840. Christ Church
played a major role in early
religious life in Mobile and
became the seat of the Epis-
copal Diocese of the Central
Gulf Coast in 2005.

St.  John’s  Episcopal
Church -  Montgomery
(Founded 1834): Established
in the capital city of Mont-
gomery, St. John’s Episco-
pal Church has been a cor-
nerstone of religious life in
central Alabama since the
early 19th century. Com-
pleted in 1855, the church
is known for its beautiful

LIFESTYLE

The Oldest Churches in Alabama: Preserving the State’s Spiritual Heritage

Gothic Revival architecture
and stained glass windows.
It is historically significant as
the church where Jefferson
Davis worshipped during his
time in Montgomery as presi-
dent of the Confederacy.

Old Cahawba Meth-
odist Church — Cahawba
(Founded mid-1800s): In the
now-abandoned town of Ca-
hawba, Alabama’s first state
capital, stands the remains
of one of the state’s earliest
Methodist churches. Though
the original structure has de-
teriorated, its historic signif-
icance remains. The church
served as a center for both re-
ligious and social life during
the town’s brief heyday in the
mid-1800s. The site is now
preserved as part of Old Ca-
hawba Archaeological Park.

Ebenezer Baptist Church
— Selma (Founded 1866):
Though younger than some
colonial-era congregations,
Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Selma holds historic im-
portance due to its ties to
the Civil Rights Movement.
Founded just after the Civil
War by freedmen, the church
became a beacon of hope and
activism. It served as a meet-
ing place during the voting
rights campaign and the Sel-
ma to Montgomery marches
in the 1960s.

St.  Andrew’s Episcopal
Church — Prairieville (Built
1853): This small country
church in Hale County is
one of the oldest surviving
Carpenter Gothic churches
in the South. Nestled among
the rural farmland of the

Black Belt, St. Andrew’s has
remained largely unchanged
since its construction in
1853. It is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places and stands as a sym-
bol of rural religious life in
antebellum Alabama.

Dexter Avenue  King
Memorial Baptist Church
— Montgomery (Founded
1877): Originally founded as
the Second Colored Baptist
Church, this congregation
would later call Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. as its pastor.
Though it was founded after
the Civil War, its spiritual and
historical influence is enor-
mous. The church became a
central hub for the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott and the Civil
Rights Movement. It remains
an active place of worship

and a powerful historical
landmark.

Many of Alabama’s old-
est churches are still active
today, welcoming worship-
ers and tourists alike. Oth-
ers stand quiet, preserved as
historical sites. Regardless
of their current role, these
churches are treasures—ar-
chitecturally, spiritually, and
culturally. They connect the
present with the past, re-
minding us of the role faith
has played in the formation
of communities and the shap-
ing of history. Whether nes-
tled in city streets or tucked
among rolling farmland, Ala-
bama’s oldest churches con-
tinue to tell stories of hope,
endurance, and an unwaver-
ing trust in God that spans
centuries.
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SERVICES

SELLING a RV, Tractor or
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million
readers each week! Run
your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per
week! Make one call to
this newspaper (partici-
pating Ala-SCAN news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how easy
it is to advertise state-
wide!

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality
bath and shower systems
at AFFORDABLE PRIC-
ES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Call
Now! 1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount
of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and
do repairs to protect your

family and your home’s
value! If you have wa-
ter in your home that
needs to be dried, Call
24]7: 1-833-879-1371
Have zip code of service
location ready when you
call!

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-833-641-6606

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACEMENT
SURGERY and suffered
an infection between
2020 and the present
time, you may be entitled
to compensation. Call At-

PROBATE NOTICE

Probate Court of Bibb
County, Alabama
Case No. 2025PC22
In the matter of the

estate of Linda Hyde, De-
ceased
Notice to Creditors

Take notice that Letters of
Testamentary having been
granted to Kimberly Jean
Pylant, as Executrix of the es-
tate of Linda Hyde, deceased
on the 24" day of May, 2024,
by the Honorable Stephanie
Kemmer, Judge of Probate.

Notice is hereby given that

all persons having claims
against the said estate are
hereby required to present
the same within he time al-
lowed by law of the same will
be barred.

Kimberly Jean Pylant

Executrix of the estate of

Linda Hyde

Christopher R. Smitherman

Attorney for Estate

725 West Street

Montevallo, AL 35115

Centreville Press

July 18, 25 & August 1,
2025

In the matter of the es-
tate of John William Breas-
seale, deceased

Probate Court of Bibb

County, Alabama

Case No. 2025PC052

Notice of Publication
Take notice that Letters
of Administration have been
granted to Cody Breasseale
on the 21st day of July, 2025
by the Honorable Stephanie
Kemmer, Judge of Probate of
Bibb County Probate Court,
Alabama and that all parties
having claims against said

estate should file the same
with the probate Court of
said county within the time al-
lowed by law, or they will be
barred.

Done this day of July 21,
2025

Judge of Probate

Stephanie W Kemmer

Lindsey Eastwood

Eastwood Estate & Pro-
bate Law

2001 Park Place, Suite 510

Birmingham, AL 35203

Centreville Press

July 25, August 1 & 8, 2025

In the Probate Court of
Bibb County, Alabama
In the matter of the es-
tate of
Evelyn Allean Cham-
bers, Deceased
Case No. 2025-PC057
Notice of Publication
Take notice that Letters of
Administration having been
granted to Kevin Chambers,
personal Representative of
the estate of Evelyn Allean
Chambers, deceased, on
the 21st day of July, 2025,
by the Honorbale Stepha-

nie W. Kemmer, Judge of
the Probate Court of Bibb
County, Alabama.

Notice is hereby giv-
en that all persons having
claims against the said es-
tate are hereby required to
present the same within the
time allowed by law of the
same will be barred.

Anthony B. Johnson

Johnson Law Firm

Post Office Box 188

Centreville, AL 35042

Centreville Press

August 1, 8 & 15, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE:

MILTON MCKINNEY
DBA MCKINNEY WRECK-
ER gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent
to sell these vehicles on
09/03/2025, 10:30 AM at
4901 TRUMAN ALDRICH
PKWY, WEST BLOCTON,
AL 35184-2101, pursu-
ant to subsection 32-13-3
of the Alabama Statutes.
MILTON MCKINNEY DBA
MCKINNEY WRECKER
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and/or
all bids.

1HGCD5636VA250488
1997 HOND ACCORD
1HGCG22552A028887
2002 HOND ACCORD
1N4AL3AP2JC279871
2018 NISS ALTIMA
2FTRF17W04CA96975
2004 FORD F150
2FTZF1723XCA12052
1999 FORD F150
2G1FD1E38F9106923
2015 CHEV CAMARO
2G1WB5EKXA1178329
2010 CHEV IMPALA
3KPF24AD4PE552633
2023 KIA KORTE
Centreville Press
July 25 & August 5, 2025

torney Charles H. John-
son 1-800-535-5727

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service,
call now for a free quote
and see how much you

can save! 1-833-641-
6672
NEED NEW FLOOR-

ING? Call today schedule
a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-
6567

UPDATE YOUR HOME
with Beautiful New Blinds
& Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it conve-
nient to shop from home.
Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the
USA. Call for free consul-
tation: 1-855-405-8839.
Ask about our specials!

No more cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed! Le-
afFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection

for your home, backed by
a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addition-
al 10%. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for
warranty and offer details

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qual-
ifying  purchase* Call
1-877-323-5516 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-844-871-6175

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a
local expert provider that
proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.
Call 1-833-465-2704

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-877-817-4697 WWW.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at
1-877-724-3049 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel

can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.)
Call 1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof with
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel
from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer up to
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for
military, health workers &
1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start
their own business. Call
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE

MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE
SALE

Default having been
made in the payment
of the indebtedness se-
cured by that certain
mortgage executed on
July 15, 2004 by Arthur
Edward Lott, Sr., single
man, originally in favor
of Mortgage Electronic
Registration  Systems,
Inc., as nominee for
RBMG, Inc., and record-
ed in 138 at 522 on July
20, 2004, and modified in
and modified by agree-
ment recorded October
6, 2014 in Book 298,
Page 302 and further
modified by agreement
recorded August 2, 2016
in Book 318, Page 744
and further modified by
agreement recorded
February 22, 2019 in
Book 350, Page 179, in
the Office of the Judge of
Probate of Bibb County,
Alabama, and secured
indebtedness having
been transferred to Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.. LOGS
Legal Group LLP, as
counsel for Mortgagee
or Transferee and under
and by virtue of power of
sale contained in the said
mortgage will, on Sep-
tember 4, 2025, sell at
public outcry to the high-
est bidder at the main en-
trance of the Bibb Coun-
ty, Alabama, Courthouse
in the City of Centreville,
during the legal hours of
sale, the following real
estate situated in Bibb
County, Alabama, to wit:

A PARCEL OF LAND
CONTAINING 3.68
ACRES, LOCATED IN
THE NW1/4 OF THE
NE1/4, SECTION 21,
TOWNSHIP 23 NORTH,
RANGE 9 EAST, BIBB
COUNTY, ALABAMA,
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE
AT THE SOUTH-WEST
CORNER OF SAID
Ya-1/4 SECTION AND
RUN NORTH 03 DE-
GREES 42 MINUTES

57 SECONDS WEST
ALONG THE WEST
BOUNDARY 721.57
FEET TO AN IRON ON
A FENCE LINE, SAID
POINT BEING THE
POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE RUN NORTH
02 DEGREES 11 MIN-
UTES 59 SECONDS
WEST ALONG SAID
FENCE 208.98 FEET
TO AN IRON; THENCE
RUN NORTH 82 DE-
GREES 11 MINUTES 21
SECONDS EAST 743.59
FEET TO AN IRON PIN
ON THE WEST RIGHT
OF WAY OF ALABAMA
HIGHWAY NO. 58;
THENCE RUN SOUTH
23 DEGREES 32 MIN-
UTES 58 SECONDS
EAST ALONG SAID
RIGHT OF WAY 210.0
FEET TO AN IRON PIN;
THENCE RUN SOUTH
81 DEGREES 46 MIN-
UTES 52 SECONDS
WEST 821.0 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.

For informational pur-
poses only, the property
address is: 2087 Univer-
sity Way, Centreville, AL
35042.

Any property address
provided is not part of
the legal description of
the property sold herein
and in the event of any
discrepancy, the legal
description referenced
herein shall control.

This sale is made for
the purpose of paying
the indebtedness se-
cured by said mortgage,
as well as the expenses
of foreclosure. Further-
more, the property to be
offered pursuant to this
notice of sale is being
offered for sale, trans-
fer and conveyance AS
IS, WHERE 1S. Neither
the mortgagee, nor the
officers, directors, at-
torneys, employees,
agents or authorized
representative of the
mortgagee make any
representation or war-
ranty relating to the title

or any physical, envi-
ronmental, health or
safety conditions exist-
ing in, on, at or relating
to the property offered
for sale. Any and all
responsibilities or liabil-
ities arising out of or in
any way relating to any
such condition, includ-
ing those suggested by
Code of Ala. (1975) §
35-4-271, expressly are
disclaimed. This sale is
subject to all prior liens
and encumbrances and
unpaid taxes and as-
sessments including any
transfer tax associated
with the foreclosure.
The successful bidder
must tender a non-re-
fundable deposit of Five
Thousand Dollars and
no/100 ($5,000.00) in
certified or cash funds at
the time and place of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price must be
paid in certified funds by
close of business on the
next business day there-
after at the Law Office of
LOGS Legal Group LLP
at the address indicat-
ed below. LOGS Legal
Group LLP reserves the

right to award the bid to
the next highest bidder,
or to reschedule the sale,
should the highest bidder
fail to timely tender the
total amount due.
Alabama law gives
some persons who have
an interest in property the
right to redeem the prop-
erty under certain cir-
cumstances. Programs
may also exist that help
persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process.
An attorney should be
consulted to help you un-
derstand these rights and
programs as a part of the
foreclosure process.

Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., and its successors
and assigns

Mortgagee or Transfer-
ee

LOGS LEGAL GROUP
LLP

10130 Perimeter
Parkway, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216

704-333-8107/
024515

Attorneys for Mortgag-
ee or Transferee

Centreville Press
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LIFESTYLE

“Looking Back Owthe Furrows”
at Bidb County's Kich History

By Sheila Duncan

“Any man who doesn’t understand were he comes from, has little hope of understanding where he may be going.”

Welcome to our historical journey, where we delve into the rich tapestry of our
past through the pages of The Centreville Press. Below, you will find articles from
what we call the “morgue” - a collection of past articles that once graced our news-
paper. These narratives provide a fascinating glimpse into the events, stories, and
voices that shaped our community. So, let’s embark on a journey through the narra-
tives that once filled our pages, preserving the legacy and memories of yesteryears
capturing the essence of bygone eras with vivid detail.

25 YEARS AGO

Absalom Pratt Historical Marker Unveiled

Members of the Pratt family gathered at the 1835 Absalom Pratt House on July 4th,
during their annual reunion, to unveil a historical marker commemorating the history of
the house and its original builder.

Born in North Carolina, Absalom Pratt settled in the River Bend with his brothers,
Hopkins, Joab and John around 1816-1818. In 1822, he married Mary Dickerson and
together they had 12 children.

A son, Richard Hopkins Pratt, served as the principal of the Six Mile Academy and
Bibb County Superintendent of Education.

Absalom was appointed colonel of militia in 1841 and was the Schultz Creek Baptist
Church clerk from 1840-1844. He died of typhoid fever in 1845. His wife, Mary lived
until 1882. The last family members, great-grandsons of Absalom, born in the house were
Leonard Callaway, Jr., Francis David and Clarence William Pratt, all of whom served in
World War 1

The house was moved to its present site in 1994, along Hwy. 25 near Brierfield Iron-
works Historical Park and serves as the office of the Cahaba Trace Commission.

50 YEARS AGO

Nineteen Forestry students from the Bibb County Vocational school were given a guided
tour of activities on the Oakmulgee Ranger District of the Talladega National Forest on
May 15. Activities visited were areas concerned with rough reduction burning, timber
sales and salvage cuttings, timber stand improvement, wildlife protection and recreation.

Bibb County Vocational students visit U.S. Forest Service Pondville Lookout Tower.

Multi-Resource

Management  of  the
. National ~ Forest  was
I
Celebrate America’s demonstrated  to the
students.  Mr.  Roger

Brothers is instructor for the
forestry class. The tour was
directed by John Yancy and
Dick Sampson, Foresters
on the Oakmulgee Ranger
District.

250th Birthday

with a commemorative car tag

ALABAMA

choes of Alabama: Tracing the Rich Tapestry of State History”
arning about Alabama history opens a window into the rich tapestry of the Deep South's cultural, social,
and political evolution. Exploring this history unveils storics of exploration, conflict, innovation, and

communily, highlighting the slate's contribulions to American history and its ongoing journey Lowards

progress and inclusivily.
By Sheila Duncan

Dismals Canyon: A Hidden
Gem of Alabama’s Natural
and Native History

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

Tucked away in Frank-
lin County near the small
town of Phil Campbell
lies one of Alabama’s
most enchanting and
historically rich natu-
ral  wonders—Dismals
Canyon. Known for its
mysterious beauty, rare
glowing creatures, and
deep historical roots, the
canyon offers visitors
more than just a sce-
nic hike—it’s a journey
through time.

Formed over 300 mil-
lion years ago, the can-
yon’s towering sandstone
walls, boulder-strewn
paths, and cool, shaded
grottos paint a picture
of an ancient world un-
touched by time. Carved
by erosion through the
ages, Dismals Canyon
provides a pristine look
into Alabama’s prehistor-
ic landscape.

Long before modern
discovery, Native Amer-
ican tribes, particularly
the Chickasaw, found ref-
uge in the canyon’s shel-
tering rock walls. Oral
history and legends tell
of Native people using
the canyon to hide from
forced removal during
the Trail of Tears. Its
rugged terrain made it an
ideal place to avoid cap-
ture, and remnants of Na-
tive life have been found
throughout the area.

Later, in the pioneer
and early settlement era,
Dismals Canyon became
a hideout for outlaws and
fugitives. Its winding
trails and hidden cham-
bers offered the perfect
cover for those looking to
disappear.

But what truly sets Dis-
mals Canyon apart from
anywhere else in Ala-
bama—or the world—is
its population of Dis-
malites. These rare bio-
luminescent insects,
similar to glowworms,
emit a soft blue-green
light in the canyon’s
darkest areas. Nighttime
tours during the warmer
months reveal a spectac-
ular natural light show
that feels almost magical.
These insects are found
in only a handful of plac-
es across the globe, mak-
ing the canyon an inter-
national point of interest
for scientists and nature
lovers alike.

In modern times, Dis-
mals Canyon is a Nation-

AMERICA
S o) O ./
E. E $50 each

I- Scan the QR code and select
E “Reserve a pre-committment plate
today” on the mydmv website.

INTERNET FOR
STREAMING
WITHOUT DATA CAPS

PROUDLY SERVING
BRENT & CENTREVILLE @ 1'800'458'7214
info@alabamalightwave.com

205.809.9051

ALABAMA
LIGHTWAVE |-

alabamalightwave.com

>@ﬁ< aps@dhr.alabama.gov

Elder Abuse, Neglect & Explotation

Contact DHR to Make a Report

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

RESOURCES

al Natural Landmark
and is privately owned
and carefully preserved.
Visitors can enjoy guid-
ed tours, waterfalls such
as Rainbow Falls, over-
night stays in rustic cab-
ins, and of course, the
glow of the famous Dis-
malites. With a mix of
breathtaking beauty and

alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

rich cultural history, the
canyon stands as a tribute
to Alabama’s wild past
and its natural heritage.

For those seeking ad-
venture, history, or just
a peaceful walk through
the wonders of nature,
Dismals Canyon is truly
a treasure worth explor-
ing.

HEALTH

IMMUNIZATION DIVISION

FOSTER
CARE

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC
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BY MIKE HOBSON

mike.hobson@centrevillepress.com

Bibb County Alabama is
reeling from this week’s dis-
closure of a child predator sex
ring, that has been manipulat-
ing and abusing minor chil-
dren for more than three years,
prior to its discovery. Keep
reading this story to find out
what you can do to help these
children and the organizations
that are in place to support
them.

Seven adults have already
been jailed and charged with a
wide range of criminal offens-
es. The alleged perpetrators in-
clude parents and relatives of
some of the child victims. Ten
child victims (male and fe-
male) ranging in ages from 3
to 15 have already been identi-
fied and taken into protective
custody. All of the children
affected so far are local resi-
dents. The Bibb County sheriff
announced in a press confer-
ence this week that more ar-
rests will be forthcoming and
they expect to identify many
more child victims. It is a hor-
rific gut-wrenching story.

The disclosure and arrest of
the perpetrators is only the be-
ginning of this story. The child
victims face a lifetime of spi-
raling challenges to deal with
the issues of abuse, public re-
action to their plight, and a
myriad of their future human
health issues and psychologi-
cal trauma. As Sheriff Jody
Wade said “the child victims
will never recover from this
horror. The best we can hope
for is that they are able to
bury the awful memories and
move forward with a produc-
tive life.”

In addition to local law en-
forcement, the Bibb County
Department of Human Re-
sources has been instrumen-
tal in the investigation and re-
moval of identified children
into protective custody.

abama Children’s Advocacy
Center has been involved in
this case since the investiga-
tion was launched and victims
were identified. The Alabama
Network of Children’s Advo-
cacy Centers, Inc. (ANCAC
or The Network) is a not-for-
profit organization whose
mission is to promote the
multi-disciplinary process in
fostering an abuse-free soci-
ety for Alabama’s children and
support the development of the
Children’s Advocacy Center
(CAC) model through public
awareness, training and col-
laborative partnerships. The
Network achieves this mission
with 45 Children’s Advocacy
Centers serving 67 counties
with forensic interviewing,
evaluations, medical referrals,
and counseling services.

The problem of child sexual
abuse and human trafficking is
not limited geographically to
Bibb County, Alabama. New
stories appear in the media al-
most every day with stark rev-
elations across Alabama and
the nation telling of the magni-
fying explosion of these types
of discoveries and events. The
children of our nation are at
risk everywhere. It opens the
eyes of adults when this strikes
in your own community.

The sexual abuse of children
takes many forms. Direct phys-
ical and sexual abuse, produc-
tion of pornographic images
and the exposure of these im-
ages to minors, , and the actual
sale of forced child sex acts to
pedophiles and predators. Hu-
man trafficking enters the pic-
ture when children are moved
around, across county or state
lines, for commercial sex pur-
poses.

Multiple organizations esti-
mate that 500,000 predators are
online every day, leaving mi-
nors vulnerable each time they
access a social media account.

Some of the factors that lead
to these events are included be-
low. This is not an exhaustive

NEWS

What you can do to mitigate the damages in Bibb County, Alabama

Fighting Back Against The Sexual Abuse of
Children and Human Trafficking

list, only a cursory review.

The following statistics are
courtesy of ParentsTogether, a
nonprofit organization provid-
ing independent reporting and
commentary on issues that af-
fect kids and families.

1 in 3 children are first ex-
posed to social media at age 5
Or younger.

1 in 3 children are expected
to have an unwelcome sexual
experience online before they
turn 18.

Younger social media expo-
sure correlates with more sex-
val harm online and peaks for
kids who start using social me-
dia at 11-12 — the age around
which most American children
get their first smartphone.

43% of kids exposed to inap-
propriate sexual content online
were under 13.

Kids with disabilities, spe-
cial needs, or who identify as
transgender are 2-4x more
likely to send explicit images
of themselves than their peers.

The most chilling fact about
these statistics is that they only
reflect the reported numbers.
Human trafficking lives in the
shadows, meaning it is impos-
sible to ever know how many
cases are happening without
being reported.

https://ourrescue.org/educa-
tion/research-and-trends/hu-
man-trafficking-statistics

In 2024, the National Cen-
ter for Missing & Exploited
Children (NCMEC ) received
more than 27,800 reports of
possible child sex traffick-
ing. This year President Don-
ald Trump and Vice-President
J.D. Vance have reported that
more than 320,00 children
who crossed our border into
the United States are presently
unaccounted for.

Child sex trafficking is a
form of child abuse that oc-
curs when a child under 18
is advertised, solicited or ex-
ploited through a commercial
sex act. A commercial sex act
is any sex act where something

of value — such as money,
food, drugs or a place to stay —
is given to or received by any
person for sexual activity.

While any child can be tar-
geted by a trafficker, research,
data and survivor lived expe-
rience and expertise have re-
vealed traffickers and buyers
often target youth who lack
strong support networks, have
experienced violence in the
past, are experiencing home-
lessness, or are marginalized
by society. When youth feel
like they are not loved, sup-
ported, or like they don’t be-
long they become ever more
vulnerable to unsafe situa-
tions. Traffickers are masters
of manipulation and prey upon
vulnerabilities using psycho-
logical pressure, false prom-
ises, actions of perceived love/
support and intimidation to
control and sexually exploit
the child for their benefit. The
issue of child sex trafficking
is complex. Understanding
the various forms of child sex
trafficking and indicators can
create opportunities for pre-
vention, identification, and
response. Most importantly
NCMEC embraces and en-
courages all efforts on this is-
sue to be survivor-informed,
child-centered, and trauma-
informed.

https://www.ncmec.org/the-
issues/trafficking

Recruitment

Data shows that trafficking
victims are generally recruited
by someone they

know - such as a family
member or caregiver (33%),
an intimate partner (28%),
or an employer (22%). As a
whole, the internet remained
the top reported recruitment
location. Recent Migration/
Relocation remained the most
frequently reported risk factor
or vulnerability identified, ap-
plying to just over half (54%)
of all likely victims with a
known risk factor/vulnerabil-
ity; this also applied to 93%

of likely victims of labor traf-
ficking.
https://polarisproject.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/07/
Polaris-Analysis-of-2021-Da-
ta-from-the-National-Human-
Trafficking-Hotline.pdf

What Can You Do To Pro-
tect Children

Don’t be shy or timid about
learning what your children
are doing with internet ac-
cess and the use of free apps.
Limit access to and the use of
internet devices, such as cell-
phones. Monitor what your
children are doing and seeing
online.

The State of Alabama re-
cently passed a new law
aimed at reducing children’s
pre-occupation with and use
of phones, explicitly during
school hours. Governor Kay
Ivey has signed the FOCUS
Act, prohibiting students’ use
of smart phones and other
wireless devices inside Ala-
bama’s public schools. Sup-
port your local school’s ef-
forts to implement compliance
with these new laws and find
out how they can help protect
children.

Educate yourself. Look for
online resources to help you
learn about predators and the
safe use of internet devices for
your own children.

Consult the plethora of on-
line resources to inform your-
self about the problem and
recommended steps to follow
with your family. One excel-
lent starting point are infor-
mational materials available
from the U.S. Department of
Justice. You can find them by
visiting the link below:

https://www.justice.gov/
psc/national-strategy-child-
exploitation-prevention-and-
interdiction

One helpful video has been
produced by Shared Hope In-
ternational and you can view
it online at the following link:

https://sharedhope.org/
what-we-do/prevent/aware-

ness/internetsafety/

Look for State and local
non-profit organizations who
use donations for the sole pur-
pose of promoting the well-
being, health and safety of our
children and consider support-
ing them financially. Small do-
nations can make a difference.

Sharpen your vigilance and
powers of observation. Do not
hesitate to report suspicious
activity or signs of illegal ac-
tivity. If you see something
say something. Let law en-
forcement and child protective
services do the investigation.

Finally and most important-
ly Pray without ceasing.

Pray for the safety and heal-
ing of child predator victims
and the reformation of a bro-
ken segment of our society
that preys upon the lives and
futures of innocent children.

Pray for the law enforce-
ment and court officers that
are pulled into the dark web of
predators to enforce our laws
and protect our children.

Pray for the social workers,
adolescent counselors and jus-
tice system workers that are
faced with the horrors and sub-
sequent consequences of child
predation.

Engaging in Prayer has no
pre-requisites. The power of
prayer does not flow from
us; it is not special words we
say or the special way we say
them or even how often we say
them. The power of prayer is
not based on a certain direc-
tion we face or a certain posi-
tion of our bodies. The power
of prayer does not come from
the use of artifacts or icons or
candles or beads. The power
of prayer comes from the om-
nipotent One who hears our
prayers. Prayer places us in
contact with Almighty God.
Whatever the answer to our
prayers, the God to whom we
pray is the source of the pow-
er of prayer. He can hear us
and will answer us, according
to His perfect will and timing.

The non-profit Central Al-

Economic Struggle

Economic Struggle from page 3

Local sales tax dollars melted away from the mu-
nicipalities as tax revenues transformed with changing
shopping trends. The nearby big city Mayors never com-
plained as their brick & mortar store sales exploded, ac-
cepting the benefits and tax revenues of shoppers from
outside their city limits.

Within 25 years of the birth of Twix the business land-
scape in Brent and Centreville was drastically changed,
along with its tax base. Before the century ended almost
every business mentioned above was shuttered and not
to be seen again.

This story was not unlike other rural towns in Ala-
bama. Interstate highways and feeder roads have changed
traffic patterns & shopping habits. The manner we ac-
quire the goods we need in daily life have all evolved and
shifted with the economic headwinds. Like other small
towns in Alabama municipalities have suffered trying to
rebuild their sales tax base, balance budgets, struggling
to fund and run government and provide citizen services.

The Rise of Internet Sales Tax

Fast Forward to 2015. We have conquered outer
space and landed on the moon. An International Space
Station circles the globe over our heads. The ubiquitous
internet arrived and matured. Internet sales exploded,
and changed the playing field again, for all Alabama mu-
nicipalities. By 2015 online sales were a mainstay for
the shopping world, and purchases made on the internet
escaped all Alabama sales taxes. Sales tax growth was
plummeting for the State.

Alabama state lawmakers reacted and passed the
Simplified Sellers Use Tax Remittance Act (Act 2015-
448) in 2015. The U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling
allowing states to force online shoppers to pay sales tax.
The Alabama act allowed eligible sellers to sell their
goods or services in Alabama from a location outside of
the state with an easily-accessible method to collect tax
on sales made. By 2025 the SSUT collections were hum-
ming along, distributing much needed sales tax revenues
to counties, cities, and towns statewide

Due to the way the SSUT program is currently writ-
ten through legislation, the 8 percent flat tax applies to
all sales regardless of the locality the product or service
was delivered to in Alabama. The tax is divided up with
approximately 4 percent given to the state with the re-
maining approximate 4 percent distributed between local
government. The state distributes its earnings with 1 per-
cent for the Education Trust Fund and 3 percent for the
General Fund. Counties receive about 1.6 percent of the
SSUT earnings and municipalities receive 2.4 percent.

As of today the SSUT has disbursed $363, 569,474 in
internet sales tax collections for this year alone.

The SSUT has been a lifesaver for the economies
of small towns like Brent & Centreville. For example
in calendar year 2024 Centreville received $236,249. in
collected internet sales taxes, Brent received $250,762.
and the Bibb County Commission received a total of
$770,330 according to ADOR online reporting. Add in
$102,684 for West Blocton & $124,199 for Woodstock
you get a total of $1,484,224 allocated to Bibb County
governments from SSUT collections.

The Latest Threat To Small Town Economies

Centreville Mayor Mike Oakley, a Board Member for
the Alabama League of Municipalities recently disclosed
a new looming threat to the fiscal health of small towns
in Alabama, including Brent-Centrevile-West Blocton-
Woodstock & the Bibb County Commission.

Today, some of the larger cities in Alabama are un-
happy and grumbling about the distribution formula for
the SSUT online taxes. Unsurprisingly, they are grasping
for a bigger slice of the pie, according to Mayor Oakley.
“If they are successful, it will be at the expense of small
towns like ours in Bibb County,” according to Oakley.

The storm is brewing in none other than our neighbor-
ing town of Tuscaloosa. On Monday, April 7, Tuscaloosa
Mayor Walt Maddox hosted a summit on the SSUT issue
and invited more than 50 mayors from across the state to
discuss the issue. During the summit, Maddox and fel-
low mayors, discussed the issues with the current SSUT
system, outlining how it was affecting several large mu-
nicipalities.

As part of the summit, Maddox presented Destina-
tion Sourcing as a possible solution to the issue which
would change online sales to be based on the location of
where the buyer takes possession of the item sold. Des-
tination Sourcing would fix the fiscal losses that certain
major municipalities are experiencing through the SSUT
system, however, any smaller municipalities that were
benefitting from the population distribution could see a
decrease in funding, according to Maddox.

Tuscaloosa Mayor Maddox is trying to start a grass-
roots movement and seeks to force the state to revisit
how their SSUT distribution is structured. Several oth-
er larger cities have indicated they are willing to join
Tuscaloosa in a lawsuit against the State of Alabama.
It is all designed to garner a larger sales tax benefit for
towns like Tuscaloosa, said Mayor Oakley.

“It’s the distribution of the SSUT sales tax that has
put counties and cities at odds since its inception. When
a consumer buys an item at a brick-and-mortar store
within city limits, the city keeps a majority of the tax
revenue. When that item is bought online, counties and
cities statewide takes a slice of the revenue”, according
to Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson.

“If you’re in a smaller city, you’re getting some of
Mobile’s tax money,” Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson
said. “There are a lot of people that are perfectly happy
because they’re taking other people’s money.”

“When the SSUT was passed into law, 7.5% of sales
nationwide were made online, according to Stimpson.
In 2024, that amount rose to 16%. With that rise in on-
line sales, Stimpson said the SSUT becomes more costly
each year.”

Mayor Maddox makes the same arguments, claiming
that Tuscaloosa is entitled to all of the tax revenues de-
rived from online sales. Maddox said Tuscaloosa could
use that lost revenue for infrastructure, economic devel-
opment and public safety.

How much did Tuscaloosa and the other large cities
collect from internet sales from out of state vendors prior
to the enactment of SSUT ? The answer is a resounding
zero. Same for everybody else in Alabama. Now only a

few of the largest cities are complaining about how the
collected SSUT funds are distributed.

Sonny Brasfield, Executive Director of the Associa-
tion of County Commissions of Alabama, said county
governments use the additional money they get from the
SSUT for many of the same sectors.

“I don’t really understand the point that he’s trying
to make, just to be honest,” Brasfield said. “I don’t think
there’s an argument to be made to treat bigger cities dif-
ferently than you treat the rest of local government.”

Brasfield said much of the money funneled to the
counties is used for court operations, law enforcement,
economic development and infrastructure needs.

Mayor Oakley of Centreville says that “the big town
Mayors are clouding or masking the real issue and mak-
ing arguments that don’t wash. Their problem is the same
story that every rural town has already experienced and
suffered through. Consumers, regardless of where they
live, are now buying more through online vendors, not
local stores, whether rural or big town brick and mortar.

As online sales increase it was to the detriment of the
local tax base, and the SSUT is the only tool that has
provided a remedy that helps all towns in Alabama. After
all, the basis for the SSUT is an 8% sales tax that applies
to sellers that do not have a residence in the state, said
Oakley.

“Big town Mayors seem to overlook or minimize that
their own citizens are often buying from online, out of
town vendors, not always local, and they are suffering
the same pain small towns have felt for decades, before
SSUT arrived. But they seem to think the tax revenue
should be all theirs, says Oakley. Our legislature came
up with a formula that helps every small city and town
in the State in the face of the internet sales revolution. I
don’t think we are going to see them reverse course to
please the big cities.

“The Destination Sourcing concept is a smoke and
mirrors plan designed to invade the legislative solution
for fair tax distribution already in place and would take
revenues that are being used to provide citizen services
in smaller municipalities. Twix-N-Tween is not coming
back” said Oakley.

REFERENCES:

https://www.shelbycountyreporter.com/2025/06/30/
cost-of-simplicity-state-ssut-structure-affects-local-cit-
ies/

https://www.cullmantribune.com/2019/03/10/67-
county-alabama-garden-party-bibb-county/
https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/story/
news/2014/03/04/twix-tween-restaurant-fighting-to-sur-
vive-while-fast-food-competition-eats-at-its-customer-
base/29922080007/
https://www.wkrg.com/alabama-news/alabama-
cities-and-counties-disagree-about-how-to-distribute-
these-crucial-tax-dollars-heres-why/
https://www.revenue.alabama.gov/sales-use/simpli-
fied-sellers-use-tax-information-for-local-governments/
https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/story/news/lo-
cal/2018/06/21/supreme-court-clears-way-for-online-
sales-tax-collection/11916612007/
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West  Blocton  High
School recently hosted a
youth basketball camp for
students in grades 3-6,
followed by a minicamp
for younger players in
kindergarten through
second grade. The youth
camp ran on June 23, 24,
26, and 27 from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m., offering kids
the chance to develop their
basketball ~ fundamentals
while having fun on the
court.

Throughout the
interactive four-day camp,
participants dribbled,

passed, and shot their way
through skill-building drills
and games. The registration

NEWS

From Fundamentals to Future Champions:
West Blocton Hosts Youth Basketball Camp

minicamp tailored for K-2
students, held from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Children from
West Blocton Elementary,

Woodstock Elementary,
Brent Elementary, Randolph
Elementary, Cahawba

Christian Academy, and
surrounding schools were
invited to take part.

The minicamp
emphasized a supportive and
encouraging environment,
allowing  the  younger

players to learn new skills,

build confidence, and make
new friends.

The motto for this
year’s camp was “From
Fundamentals to Future
Champions,” reflecting its
mission to teach the basics
of basketball in a fun and
approachable way, while

fee for the youth camp was  also planting the seeds

$50. . for the next generation of
The fun didn’t stop there.  players.

On July 12, the excitement Photos courtesy of Allen

continued with a special Photography + Events
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BECOME A CERTIFIED

NURSING

ASSISTANT IN A FEW W

APPLY NOW!

CLASSES BEGIN 8/4
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BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

JULY 25TH, 2025 |

Nurses

@) www.BIBBMED.COM/EDUCATION/CNA

° (]
Positions: Non-Clinical
RN - Med Surge (Full-time & Part-time)
RN - Emergency Dept. (Full-time & Part-time)
RN - Labor and Deliver (Full-time & Part-time)
*Night Shift
RN - Nursing Home
LPN - Nursing Home

%) QUESTIONS: BMCHR@BIBBMEDICALCENTER.COM

Positions:

Hospital Business Office Manager

Senior Living Director

Massage Therapist (BMC Wellness Center)
Maintenance Technician

Hair Stylist (BMC Nursing Home Salon)

Nursing Assistants | cjinical

Positions:
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
Patient Care Technician
Medication Aide (Full-time & Part-time)
Restorative Aide - Nursing Home

Positions:
¢ Medical Lab Technician (MLT)

Benefits:

¢ Competitive salary
o Career growth opportunities
¢ Supportive work environment

APPLY NOW
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@ Apply Online: bibbmed.com/careers
Email: bmchr@bibbmedicalcenter.com

More Information
205.926.3363
208 Pierson Avenue, Centreville, AL 35042

NOW
225 IS IRING

BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

APPLY ONLINE:
BIBBMED.COM/BMCCAREERS

B‘ lt-
B V N e




