
New Life Baptist 
Church is thrilled to wel-
come Michael Harvey to 
the staff as the new Youth 
Pastor. Michael is passion-
ate about family disciple-
ship, church collaboration, 
and leadership develop-
ment. He and his wife, Ally, 
moved to Centreville from 
Auburn, where Ally grad-
uated from medical school 
and Michael graduated 
from seminary. Michael 
has years of experience in 
ministry, childcare, educa-
tion, and technology devel-
opment.

An avid reader and cof-
fee drinker, Michael likes 
to read widely and ex-

plore specialty coffee from 
around the world. When 
he’s not working, Michael 

enjoys playing board games 
with friends. 

See New Life on page 2

The community is 
warmly invited to join in 
a very special celebration 
honoring a beloved friend 
and neighbor, Mr. Jim 
Oakley, as he celebrates 
his 90th birthday.

Mr. Oakley has been a 
cherished member of our 
community for decades, 
known for his kindness, 
wisdom, and dedication to 
family, faith, and service. 
His life and legacy have 
touched many, and now his 

family would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt invitation 
to all who know and love 
him.

The celebration will 
take place on Saturday, 
July 12, 2025, from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. at the Centreville 
Baptist Church Fellowship 
Hall. Please join the Oak-
ley family for an after-
noon of fellowship, light 
refreshments, and joyful 
memories as we honor Mr. 
Jim Oakley and his incred-
ible 90 years of life.

Come share in this 

meaningful milestone and 
help make it a day to re-
member!
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If you’ve lived in Cen-
treville very long, chanc-
es are you know the name 
Sharon Deerman—and 
if you don’t, you’ve cer-
tainly heard of her salon. 
This month, we’re thrilled 
to shine the spotlight on a 
local favorite: Shairon’s 
Salon, a beauty haven built 
on faith, family, and an un-
wavering passion for the 
beauty industry.

Sharon Deerman, the 
proud owner and heart be-
hind Shairon’s Salon, is a 
lifelong resident of Cen-
treville and a graduate of 
Bibb County High School. 
She’s been married for 35 
years and is a proud mom 
and grandmother. Her jour-
ney into the world of beauty 
started young.

“I’ve always wanted to 
be a hairstylist,” Sharon 
shares. “Some tried to steer 
me in a different direction, 
but I knew what I wanted.” 
She followed her dream, 
earning her cosmetology 
FHUWL¿FDWH�LQ������DQG�ODQG-
LQJ� KHU� ¿UVW� MRE� MXVW� WZR�
days later at the J.C. Penney 
salon in Tuscaloosa.

What she didn’t expect 
was how love would change 
her plans.

³,Q������� ,�PHW�D�ER\�´�
she says with a smile. “I 
fell in love, and suddenly, 
moving to a big city didn’t 
matter. I wanted to stay 
close to home, raise a fami-
ly, and serve the community 
I love.”

That change of heart 
led her to Step-N-Style in 
West Blocton, where she 
spent a decade working 
with friends who would 

shape her career. Later, a 
management opportunity at 
Vanities Salon in Centrev-
LOOH�SODQWHG�WKH�¿UVW�VHHGV�RI�
salon ownership.

6KDLURQ¶V�6DORQ�RI¿FLDO-
ly opened its doors on Feb-
ruary 1, 2005—thanks to a 
conversation during a hair-
cut with local businessman 
Scott Davis, who believed 
in Sharon’s dream even be-
fore she did.

“I told him I didn’t own 
a salon. He told me I just 
didn’t know I did yet,” Sha-
ron recalls.

With encouragement 
from her husband, her co-
workers, and her commu-
nity, Sharon took a leap of 
faith—and never looked 
back.

Over the years, Shai-
ron’s Salon has grown 
steadily. From long hours 
and learning curves to ex-
citing expansions and team 
milestones, the salon has 
blossomed into something 
much more than a beauty 
shop—it’s a community 

hub and a symbol of small-
town success.

Today, Shairon’s Salon 
offers everything from hair, 
nails, lashes, and tanning 
to a beautiful boutique 
¿OOHG� ZLWK� JLIWV� IRU� DQ\�
occasion. Their luxurious 
services come with genu-
ine small-town care and a 
personal touch that keeps 
clients coming back.

“We’re a Matrix Black 
Elite Salon,” Sharon says 
proudly. “We’re committed 
to education. My team at-
tends national hair shows, 
in-salon classes, and this 
year, several of us will be 
training at the Redken Ex-
change in New York.”

The salon has under-
gone multiple expan-
sions—adding new stylist 
stations, a lash room, a 
coffee bar, and more—as 
Sharon’s vision and team 
continue to grow. But with 
every change, her values re-
main constant.

See Shairon’s Salon on  
page 2

Shairon’s Salon: Where Big City 
Luxury Meets Small-Town Heart

Smoke signals were 
practically dancing in the 
air Thursday, June 26th, as 
the folks at Heards BBQ lit 
WKH�SLWV�DQG�ÀXQJ�RSHQ�WKH�
doors to their brand-new 
location at 901 Birming-
ham Road — right next to 
Papa John’s in the old Big 
Potato Company build-
ing.

From 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
(or until sold out, which 
happened fast!), custom-
ers poured in for a taste of 
the authentic Craft BBQ 
that Heards is famous for. 
And let’s just say — they 
didn’t leave disappointed.

“We are just beyond 

excited to bring our BBQ 
to Centreville,” the Heards 
crew shared. “Thank you 
for the tremendous sup-
port. This town already 
feels like home.”

Known for their slow-
smoked meats, signature 
sauces, and that unmis-
takable Heards hospitali-
ty, the business is turning 
the page with a new loca-
tion but keeping the same 
¿UH�DQG�ÀDYRU� IRFXV� WKDW�
made them local legends.

While Thursday was 
just the kickoff, Heards 
plans to open regularly 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
selected days this sum-
mer, with slightly adjusted 
hours during high school 
football season — be-

cause in the South, BBQ 
and Friday night lights go 
hand in hand.

For Call-ins: 334-543-
������VDPH�QXPEHU��

Hours: 11 a.m. – 6 
p.m. on open days

Menu: To be posted 
soon!

A special shoutout 
goes to Melissa Thomp-
son at Cahaba Create for 
the stunning interior de-
sign and custom artwork 
that gives the new space its 
warm, welcoming vibe.

Centreville, get ready 
— Heards BBQ is here to 
stay, and your tastebuds 
will thank you for it. Follow 
them online and come hun-
gry — because at Heards, 
when it’s gone... it’s gone!

Heards BBQ Opens in 
Centreville!  

Old Big Potato Building Gets a Saucy Makeover as BBQ Fans Rejoice

Mr. Jim Oakley to Celebrate 90th 
Birthday with Community Gathering

New Life Baptist Church 
Welcomes New Youth Pastor
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Shairon’s Salon from 
page 1

“We meet monthly as 
a team and one-on-one. 
I pray over my staff, and 
even for the future associ-
ates I haven’t met yet,” she 
shares. “Creating a culture 
of growth, encouragement, 
and love is important to me. 
And a little grace—well, 
we all need that daily.”

Shairon’s Salon 
wouldn’t be what it is with-
out the community that sup-
SRUWV�LW��6KDURQ�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�
say that Centreville—and 
surrounding towns—have 
played a major role in her 
success.

“Word of mouth and so-
cial media have been huge 
for us. But really, it’s the 
heart of this community 
that keeps us going,” she 
says. “Without them, we 
don’t exist.”

Her advice for those 
starting out in the beauty 
business “Nothing comes 
easy. It takes hard work and 
a servant’s heart. You have 
to show up—even on the 
hard days. But if you work 
for it, it will work for you.”

While she doesn’t re-
veal too much about her 
future plans, Sharon hints 

that there’s more to come. 
“I always have plans,” she 
says”. “I don’t talk about 
them out loud until I know 
they align with God’s will. 
But when they do, you’ll be 
hearing about them—and 
that excites me tremen-
dously!”

Shairon’s Salon is more 
than a beauty destination—

LW¶V�D�GUHDP�IXO¿OOHG��D�WHDP�
empowered, and a shining 
example of what happens 
when passion meets pur-
pose.

To Sharon Deerman 
and the entire Shairon’s 
Salon team: Thank you for 
making Centreville a more 
beautiful place—inside and 
out.

Shairon’s Salon

New Life from page 1
<RX�FDQ�¿QG�KLV�EORJ�

at mhpress.net. Mi-
chael is excited to get 
to know the youth and 
their families and build a 
thriving family disciple-

ship system.
Everyone is encour-

aged to introduce them-
selves to Michael and 
Ally and make them feel 
welcome in Centreville 
at New Life Baptist 

Church.
New Life is located at 

694 Dry Hollow Road, 
Centreville. The church 
pastor is Brother Ken 
Blake and the Minister 
of Music is Glenda Rice.

New Life

Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S 
SET FOR 2025 MU-
NICIPAL ELECTIONS 
As of June 24, 2025

Bibb County’s upcoming 
Municipal Elections, sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 
26, 2025, are taking shape 
as candidates have official-
ly qualified to run for vari-
ous mayoral and city coun-
cil seats across the county.

Here’s a look at who’s in 
the running:

BRENT 
Mayor
•Rick Edmonds
• Sara Crayton Martin
• Michel Smith
• Mike Smitherman
CityCouncil
• District 1: Barbara Mor-

rison
• District 2: Tracy Sand-

ers

• District 3: Chad Jones
• District 4: Thomas Ow-

ings
• District 5: Jerry Conway

CENTREVILLE
Mayor
• Mike Oakley (Incum-

bent)
• Barry Cooner
City Council
• District 1: Akeyla Ho-

lifield
• District 2: Don Mack Sr. 

(Incumbent), Christopher 
Garrett

• District 3: Linda Law-
rence (Incumbent), Forrest 
Murphy, Reese Lee

• District 4: Dianne Ep-
person (Incumbent), Roxy 
Shuttlesworth

• District 5: Aaron Hood
WOODSTOCK

No municipal election 
will be held in Woodstock 
this year, as all posi-
tions are unopposed. 

The following officials 
will continue their service: 
Mayor

• Jeff Dodson
Council Members
• District 1: Alec Monroe
• District 2: Ronnie Kinard
• District 3: Lee Mears
• District 4: Ernestine Johnson
• District 5: Kellie Parks

WEST BLOCTON
Mayor
• Daniel Sims (Incum-

bent)
• Holly Barnett
City Council
• District 1: Freddie R. 

Lynch (Incumbent)
• District 2: Howard 

Glenn Johnson (Incumbent)
• District 3: Stephanie 

Brasher, Gregory Kord
• District 4: Anthony 

Blane Sherron (Incumbent)
• District 5: Kristen Nash, 

(Incumbent) George Flem-
ing II

4XDOLÀFDWLRQV�VHW�IRU�
�����0XQLFLSDO�(OHFWLRQV

Bibb and Perry Coun-
ty Extension Offices are 
please to introduce Ka-
Leigha Jemison as a new 
agent to the Expanded 
Food and Nutrition Ed-
ucation Program (EF-
NEP). “It’s been quite 
a while since our coun-
ties have had an EFNEP 
agent working on nu-
trition education,” says 
Perry County Extension 
Director Katrina Easley. 
“This opportunity came 
up for Perry County, but 
we had to share the new 
agent with another coun-
ty, I called Michelle in 
Bibb County, and she in-
stantly agreed!” Giddens 
says, “That is one of the 
great things about Ex-
tension, we all work to-
gether on programs. You 
don’t have to live in the 
county where the pro-
gram is being held. I am 
so thankful that Katrina 
called me about this great 
opportunity.”

KaLeigha is a Hale 
County native, is married 
and has two children. She 
is an alum of the Uni-
versity of Alabama and 
began teaching in 2019. 
She has taught school 
in Tuscaloosa, AL, Per-
ry and Greene County 
School Systems, prior to 

coming to work for Ala-
bama Extension at Au-
burn University. 

Jemison explained the 
EFNEP program, “The 
Expanded Food and Nu-
trition Education Pro-
gram is designed to serve 
limited resource peo-
ple in our communities. 
We offer free programs 
that discuss basic nutri-
tion, the importance of 
being physically active, 
budgeting and planning 
healthy low-cost meals 
and snacks for you and 
your family, and food 
safety.” Each of the pro-
grams are a series of six 
lessons: Eating Smart, 
Being Active and Eat-
ing Smart, Moving More. 
This program is geared 
toward families. 

Today’s Mom works 
directly with expecting 
mothers to combat in-
fant mortality. According 
to the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health 
website, “In 2023, Ala-
bama’s infant mortal-
ity rate was 7.8 deaths 
per 1,000 live births, 
with 449 infants dying 
before reaching their first 
birthday. The state’s in-
fant mortality rate was 
above the U.S. 2023 pro-
visional rate of 5.6 in-
fant deaths per 1,000 
live births, respectively. 
The 2023 infant mortal-

ity rate increased in 2023 
from 2022. Alabama 
ranks as the state hav-
ing the 3rd highest infant 
mortality rate in the Unit-
ed States.  Incorporating 
evidence-based efforts 
will help address factors 
impacting health out-
comes such as poverty, 
unemployment, educa-
tion, urban/rural, access 
to health.”  

Two cooking programs 
are offered to youth; Teen 
Cuisine is a new program 
that the EFNEP Pro-
gram is offering to 5th -8th 
grades and Fuel for Life 
for 6th-12th grade students. 
If your organization is in-
terested in partnering on 
any of EFNEP or Exten-
sion programs, please 
contact the Bibb County 
office at 205-926-4310 
or Perry County office at 
334-683-6888.

%LEE�DQG�3HUU\�&RXQW\�([WHQVLRQ�2ͿFHV�
:HOFRPH�.D/HLJKD�-HPLVRQ�DV�1HZ�()1(3�

$JHQW�WR�3URPRWH�+HDOWKLHU�/LYLQJ

On Thursday, June 26th, 
the TREASURE FOR-
EST group held its monthly 
meeting at the Brent-Cent-
reville Public Library, fea-
turing a special guest speak-
er, Registered Forester Tom 
Lang. The event drew local 
landowners, forestry pro-
fessionals, and conservation 
enthusiasts eager to hear 
from a seasoned expert with 
deep roots in Alabama’s for-
estry community.

Many attendees remem-
bered Tom from his tenure 
as a Forestry Commission 
District Forester based in 
Selma. While his official bi-
ography is modest, Tom’s 
colleagues often refer to 
him as a “swamp forester,” 
recognizing his exceptional 
expertise in hardwood and 

bottomland timber manage-
ment. His reputation as a 
trusted authority in complex 
forest ecosystems stretches 
far beyond Alabama, thanks 
to a diverse and impressive 
career spanning over four 
decades.

Tom Lang is a 1980 grad-
uate of the Auburn School 
of Forestry and has been a 
registered forester in Ala-
bama since 1982. His 45-
year career includes six 
years with the Resource 
Management Service as a 
timber cruiser across eleven 
southern states and time as 
a land manager in Louisi-
ana. He also served 25 years 
with the Alabama Forestry 
Commission, working ex-
tensively with landowners 
across west-central Ala-
bama. Following this, Tom 
spent two years with a cen-
tral Alabama timber dealer.

Since 2013, Tom has op-
erated his own firm—Lang 
Forestry Consultants—
where he specializes in 
timber sales and timber 
appraisals. His vast knowl-
edge, practical experience, 
and passion for forestry 
make him a valuable re-
source for landowners and 
professionals alike.

Despite the distance, Tom 
made the three-hour drive 
to Brent to share his knowl-
edge and insights, a gesture 
that was met with deep ap-
preciation from the audi-
ence. Attendees were en-
couraged to bring friends 
to this engaging and educa-
tional event.

Tom and his wife Leigh 
currently reside on three 
acres in Slocomb, Alabama, 
and are proud parents of 
two sons and four grand-
children.

Treasure Forest Hosts Veteran 
Forester Tom Lang at 

Brent-Centreville Library

Submitted by Ryan 
Thompson 

Bibb Correctional Fa-
cility welcomes 5 newly 
graduated Correctional 
Officers. On Wednesday, 
June 18,2025 

92 Correctional Officer 
Trainees from various 
Correctional   facilities 
graduated from the State 
of Alabama Corrections 
Academy. These officers 
successfully completed 
10 weeks of the required 
Alabama Peace Offi-
cer Standard Training in 
Corrections earning them 
the title of Correctional 
Officer.

Correctional Sergeant 
Demarquis Maybell, 
Bibb Correctional Facil-
ity’s Field Training Of-
ficer works directly with 
the trainees to ensure 
they are physically and 
academically ready to at-
tend the required train-
ing. 

 

Bibb Correctional Fa-
cility is proud to welcome 
Officers:

Demetris Holifield, 
Lakesha Jackson, Lamar-
cus Bates, Jason Press-
wood and Carriea Stead-
man to the ADOC family 

Bibb Correctional Facil-
ity is exciting their Staff is 
growing with 18 trainees 
attending the Corrections 
Academy this summer.

It’s a Great Day in the 
Alabama Department of 
Corrections.

Bibb Correctional Facility 
Welcomes New 

Correctional O!cers
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BRENT 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

SEALED BIDS
!e Brent Police 

Department will be 
accepting sealed bids on the 

following:

2016 Ford Explorer
VIN#1FM5K8AR8GGB19424
with minimum bid starting 

at $2000.00

Bids will be accepted at the 
Brent City Hall until July 15, 

2025 at 4:30pm

AGENDA
Call to order
Invocation/Pledge of 

Allegiance
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Regular Agenda Items
Called Board Meeting
06/25/2025 - 02:00 

PM
Request to approve the 

2025-2026 salary sched-
ules, received June 10, 
2025.

Request to approve 
Electronic Communica-
tion Devices Policy ECD-
I(11), received June 10, 
2025.

Request to approve 
Fleetio Data Software 
Program. Payment of 
$9,370 will be made 
from transportation funds 
(1310).

Request to approve 
Bid 24/25-03 for milk bid 
for the 2025-2026 school 
year, to Forestwood 
Farms, Inc.

Request to approve 
payment to Mary Phillips 
to provide Federal Pro-
grams support, August 
1, 2025-July 31, 2026. 
Payment of $15 per hour, 
up to 20 hours per week, 
will be made from Title I 
funds.

Request to approve 
payment to Madalyn 
Drake to provide Federal 
Programs support, August 
1, 2025-July 31, 2026. 
Payment of $13 per hour, 
up to 20 hours per week, 
will be made from Title I 
funds.

Request to approve 
payment to Cris Martin to 
assist as a summer camp 
teacher, June 12-26, 2025, 
Woodstock Elementary 
School. Payment of $30 
per hour, 3 hours per day, 
up to 3 weeks, will be 
made from WES Title I 
funds.

Request to approve 
payment to Mary Beth 
Johnson to provide cho-
reography for majorettes, 
July 17, 2025, Centreville 
Middle School. Payment 
of $50 will be made from 
CMS local school funds.

Request to approve 
payment to AAA Envi-
ronmental Services to 
wax 11 classrooms, June- 
July 2025, Brent Elemen-
tary School. Payment of 
$2,695 will be made from 
BES local school funds.

Request to approve 
payment to Ashlynn Par-
tridge to provide choreog-
raphy for danceline, Ju-
ly-December 2025, Bibb 
County High School. 
Payment of $500 will be 
made from BCHS Band 
Boosters.

Request to approve 
payment to the follow-
ing to provide security, 
as needed, for school 
events for the 2025-2026 
school year, Bibb County 
High School. Payment of 
$22.50 per hour will be 
made from BCHS local 
school funds.

Request to approve 
payment to the following 
IRU� EDVHEDOO� ¿HOG�PDLQWH-
nance and other summer 
duties, June 2025-August 
2025, Bibb County High 
School. Payment will be 
made from BCHS Base-
ball Booster funds:

Request to approve 
payment to the following 
IRU� IRRWEDOO� ¿HOG� PDLQWH-
nance and other summer 
duties, June 2025-July 
2025, Bibb County High 
School. Payment will be 
made from BCHS Foot-
ball Booster funds:

Request to approve 
payment to the following 
for summer strength and 
conditioning and other 
summer duties, June 2025-
July 2025, West Blocton 
High School. Payment 
will be made from WBHS 
Softball Booster funds:

Request to approve 
West Blocton Middle 
School cheerleaders to at-
tend UCA/Alabama Sum-
mer Cheer Camp at the 
University of Alabama, 
July 9-12, 2025. Students 
will travel in private ve-
hicles and have overnight 
stay.

Request to approve 
Bibb County High School/
Centreville Middle School 
cheerleaders to attend 
UCA/Alabama Summer 
Cheer Camp at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, July 
9-12, 2025. Students will 
travel in private vehicles 
and have overnight stay.

Request to approve 
payment to Alabama 
Performance Volleyball 
LLC, to conduct volley-
ball camp at West Blocton 
High School, July 8, 2025. 
Payment of $680 will be 
made from WBHS local 
school funds.

Request to approve the 
retirement of Bobby Ter-
ry, Bus Driver, effective 
July 1, 2025.

Request to approve the 
resignation of Reco Daw-
son, PE Teacher, Bibb 
County High School, ef-
fective June 25, 2025.

Request to approve 
the resignation of Hannah 
Van Heest, District Speech 
Language Pathologist, ef-
fective June 18, 2025.

Request to approve 
maternity leave for Ra-
chel Cromer, Teacher, 
West Blocton Elementary 
School, from August 4, 
2025 to October 13, 2025.

Request to approve the 
employment of Damon 
Sweetin as Instrumental 
Music

Teacher/Band Direc-
tor, Bibb County High 
School, effective 2025-
2026 school year.

Request to approve 
the employment of Kayce 
McKenzie as Special Edu-
cation Teacher, Woodstock 
Elementary School, ef-
fective 2025-2026 school 
year.

Request to approve the 
employment of Dalyla Pu-

rifoy as Special Education 
Teacher, Brent Elementary 
School, effective 2025-
2026 school year.

Request to approve the 
employment of Candyce 
Hodgens as Special Edu-
cation Teacher, Brent El-
ementary School, effective 
2025-2026 school year.

Request to approve the 
employment of Lydia Cad-
dis-Nickleson as Teacher, 
Brent Elementary School, 
effective 2025-2026 
school year.

Request to approve 
the employment of Holly 
Lewis as Teacher, Brent 
Elementary School, ef-
fective 2025-2026 school 
year.

AB. Request to approve 
the employment of Candis 
Farrington as Special Edu-
cation Teacher, Brent El-
ementary School, effective 
2025-2026 school year.

AC. Request to approve 
the employment of Kelly 
Hicks as English Lan-
guage Arts Teacher, West 
Blocton High School, ef-
fective 2025-2026 school 
year.

AD. Request to ap-
prove the employment of 
Stephen Young as His-
tory Teacher, Bibb County 
High School, effective 
2025-2026 school year.

AE. Request to ap-
prove the employment of 
Rachel Gilbert as Local 
School Bookkeeper/Re-
ceptionist, Bibb County 
Career Academy, effective 
July 25, 2025.

AF. Request to approve 
the employment of Jen-
nifer Greathouse as Pre K 
Teacher, Woodstock El-
ementary School, effective 
2025-2026 school year.

AG. Request to ap-
prove Brett Lightsey as 
Middle School Head Foot-
ball Coach, Centreville 
Middle School.

AH. Request to ap-
prove Matthew Hiott as 
Assistant Varsity Football 
Coach, Bibb County High 
School.

AI. Request to ap-
prove Jaylon Gaines as 
Defensive Coordinator/
Assistant Varsity Football 
Coach, Bibb County High 
School.

AJ. Request to approve 
the following substitutes: 
Moriah Feild-classroom 
substitute, Amber Crowe-
classroom/CNP substitute 
and Malissa Watkins-
classroom substitute

Information Items
Board Work Session: 

Thursday, July 10 at 10 
:00 AM

Board Meeting: Tues-
day, July 15 at 5:00 PM

The Superintendent, 
based on the recommen-
dation of the local school 
Principal, has made the 
following reassignments 
for the 2025-2026 school 
year:

Superintendent Re-
marks

Request to adjourn

In the heart of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount 
lies a powerful and po-
etic passage known as 
the Beatitudes (Matthew 
5:3–12). These eight state-
ments, each beginning with 
“Blessed are...”, offer a 
blueprint for Christian liv-
LQJ� WKDW� ÀLSV� WKH� ZRUOG¶V�
values upside down. They 
describe not who the world 
esteems, but who God 
blesses—and why. Let’s 
journey through the Beati-
WXGHV��SDXVLQJ�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
their deep spiritual mean-
ing and application to our 
lives.

1. “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” To be 
poor in spirit is to recognize 
our deep need for God. It’s 
a humble admission that 
we are spiritually bankrupt 
without Him. True blessing 
comes when we stop pre-
tending we have it all to-
gether and throw ourselves 
upon the mercy of our Sav-
ior. That’s when heaven 
begins to take root in our 
hearts.

2. “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.” This mourn-
ing is not only for personal 
grief but also for the bro-
kenness of the world and 
the presence of sin. God 
doesn’t overlook our sor-
row—He meets us in it. In 
+LV� SUHVHQFH��ZH� ¿QG� WUXH�

comfort, a healing that goes 
deeper than time or words.

3. “Blessed are the 
meek, for they will inherit 
the earth.” Meekness isn’t 
weakness—it’s strength 
under control. Jesus Him-
self was meek, powerful 
yet gentle. In a world that 
celebrates dominance, the 
meek wait on the Lord and 
trust in His timing. Their 
reward is not just spiritual; 
it’s eternal.

4. “Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
EH� ¿OOHG�´� 7KLV� LV� D� VRXO�
deep longing for God’s 
will to be done—both in 
our lives and in the world. 
When we desire His righ-
teousness more than our 
own success, comfort, or 
recognition, He promises 
satisfaction that nothing 
else can provide.

5. “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.” Mercy is 
love in action—offering 
forgiveness, compassion, 
and kindness when it’s not 
deserved. As we extend 
PHUF\�WR�RWKHUV��ZH�UHÀHFW�
God’s heart and experience 
His mercy afresh in our 
own lives.

6. “Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they will see 
God.” A pure heart is un-
divided—free from hypoc-
risy, bitterness, and hidden 
sin. When we seek God 
with integrity and sincerity, 
we begin to see Him more 
clearly—not only in the 

next life, but even now in 
the beauty of His creation, 
His Word, and His people.

7. “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.” 
Peace doesn’t just happen; 
it’s made. Peacemakers ac-
tively pursue reconciliation 
and healing in a world full 
of division. When we do 
WKLV�� ZH� UHÀHFW� RXU� +HDY-
enly Father, the ultimate 
Peacemaker, and show the 
world who we belong to.

8. “Blessed are those 
who are persecuted be-
cause of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Following Christ 
will sometimes bring hard-
ship, ridicule, or even suf-
fering. But Jesus reminds 
us that these trials are not 
signs of failure—they are 
badges of honor in God’s 
kingdom. The reward is not 
only future glory but pres-
ent grace.

The Beatitudes call us 
to a different kind of life—
a kingdom life. They shape 
us into people who are 
humble, compassionate, 
just, merciful, pure, peace-
ful, and resilient. They re-
mind us that true blessing is 
not about worldly success, 
but about becoming more 
like Christ. As we meditate 
on these words, let’s ask 
God to plant them deeply 
in our hearts. May we live 
them out daily—not by our 
strength, but through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

Ble!ed Are They: Living out The Bea"udes

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups all-purpose 

ÀRXU
¼ cup sugar
2 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 tsp cinnamon
2 large eggs
ѿ�FXS�PLON
2 tsp vanilla extract
2 tbsp melted butter 

(or oil)
2 medium apples 

(peeled, cored, and diced 
small – Granny Smith or 
Honeycrisp work great)

Oil for frying (veg-
etable or canola

Glaze:
1 cup powdered sugar
1–2 tbsp milk
½ tsp vanilla extract
(Optional: pinch of 

cinnamon)
Instructions:
Prep the oil: In a 

heavy skillet or deep fry-
er, heat about 2 inches of 
oil to 350°F (175°C).

Make the batter: 
In a large bowl, whisk 
ÀRXU��VXJDU��EDNLQJ�SRZ-
der, salt, and cinnamon. 
In another bowl, whisk 
eggs, milk, vanilla, and 
melted butter. Pour wet 
ingredients into dry and 
stir until just combined.

Fold in the apples. 
The batter will be thick 
and chunky.

Fry: Using a cookie 
scoop or spoon, drop 
about 2 tablespoons of 
batter into the hot oil. 
Fry 2–3 minutes per side, 
or until golden brown 
and cooked through. Do 
a test fritter to ensure the 
inside cooks fully.

Drain on paper tow-
els.

Make the glaze: Mix 
powdered sugar, vanilla, 
and milk until smooth.

Drizzle or dip warm 
fritters in glaze. Let set 
for a few minutes—or 
eat warm and gooey!

Apple Pie Fritters



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
%ULHU¿HOG

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness

Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Cen-
ter
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
%ULHU¿HOG��������������

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934
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Church Directory
Worship at the Church of your Choice

NELSON
Heating & Cooling

Melvin, Dean 
& Terrill Nelson

205.938.9555
Licence# 83578

Rockco Rockco 
Funeral HomesFuneral Homes

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

We have a simple goal: to continuously provide We have a simple goal: to continuously provide 
services to meet the individual needs of your services to meet the individual needs of your 
family and ensure you are comfortable and family and ensure you are comfortable and 

secure during this emotional time.secure during this emotional time.

COMMUNITY NEWS
                     West Eoline News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Jane Hannah

                     Centreville News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Brenda Hubbard

FREE BIBLE
We are o!ering free of 
charge an easy-to-read 
Bible. It’s the GOOD 
NEWS BIBLE in today’s 
English. "e volumes we 
distribute contain the 
Old & New Testaments, 
maps and helpful features 
to assist the reader. If you 
would like to receive a 
copy, simply write to us at 
the address below. "is is 
a free o!er. "ere will be 
no follow-up correspondence. 
We do not ask for money.

Gi! Of "e Word
P.O. Box 307

Avon, NY 14414

Amy Ellison’s hip surgery was success-
ful.  She is feeling better each day.  She 
will have therapy at BMC. Prayers and 
visits are appreciated. 

Jo & Ruth visited her on Saturday.
Jera Fortner visited with daughter, 

LaShelle Kinney several days last week.  
She helped LaShelle with preparation for 
her upcoming vacation and care of Kaydi.  
Jera stayed with me at night and I loved 
the shared time . 

Bonnie LeVert visited from Tuesday 
until Friday morning with me last week.  
We Sistas enjoyed the outing for dinner 
on Tuesday, dinner at home on Wednes-
day. She spent the day and evening with 
friends on Thursday. 

LaShelle & Ronnie Kinney left on va-
cation Saturday morning.  I enjoyed 
time with my sister, Geneva Mullins un-

til Kristy & Steve Mullins picked up the 
torch Sunday morning. 

Continued prayers for Jeff Rylee who is 
recovering at home.  

Thanks Jera & Alan for weeding and 
cutting grass around my house Saturday.  
As tasks become more difficult and funds 
less plentiful, this mama appreciates your 
travelling so far and working SOO hard.

BIRTHDAYS :::  Blessings to these on 
their special day this week: Kaydi Kinney, 
Ronnie Kinney & Ed Lightsey July 4th!! , 
Trey Hamilton, Chris Webb & Elijah Fort-
ner July 6th, Asher Fortner, Taylor Free-
man, Chris Hannah & Christina Dellinger 
July 8th. 

HAPPY 4TH JULY.  Our Deason bunch 
will be eating, sliding and pitching on 
Saturday, in celebration of Independence 
Day. 

SISTAS celebrating Geneva & Bonnie, (B= Geneva, Jo, Bonnie, 
Carol, T= Jane, Cindy, Pennie, Betty) 

Homecoming will be held at Hay-
sop Baptist Church on Sunday, July 13, 
2025. Guest singers will be Trusting 
Grace. Everyone is cordially invited to 
attend.

We wish to extend sincere sympathy 
to the family of Edith Burnett White 
who passed away on June 15, 2025. 
Funeral services were held on June 19, 
2025 at 1:00pm from Antioch Baptist 
Church in Antioch, AL. Edith will be 
greatly missed.

The Joyful Hearts was scheduled to  
meet at Brent Baptist Church at 10am 
on June 23, 2025 with lunch at the noon 
hour.

Sympathy goes out to the family of 
Willie Frank Johnston who passed 
away recently. He will be missed great-
ly by his family and friends.

The Annual Second Sunday singing 
at Haysop Baptist Church will be held 
on July 13, 2025. Guest singers this 
year will be Trusting Grace. Everyone 
us cordially invited to attend.

Charlotte West recently had lunch at 
Main Street Tavern in Montevallo with 
longtime friends from teaching at Mid-
field Elementary School, Debra Rust 
and Linda Waldrop and with Rob Sin-
clair who was visiting from South Afri-
ca. Charlotte enjoyed all of them again.

Anniversary wishes go out to Ste-

phen and Cindy Suggs who recently 
celebrated their 43rd wedding anniver-
sary.

Birthday wishes go out to several 
that will celebrate birthdays in July, 
Ed Lightsey on July 4th, I think he will 
be 101, also on July 4th is Anne Dea-
son. Others having birthdays in July 
are Cindy Suggs, Rosalyn Adams, Matt 
Hartzell, Teresa Murphy, Sara Hughey, 
Tammy Johnson Tucker, John Hub-
bard, Sheila Duncan, and Jan Costa 
Berlin. Mr. Jim Oakley will be cel-
ebrating his 90th birthday on July 12, 
2025 at Centreville Baptist Church 
from 1-3pm.

Sincere sympathy goes out to the 
family of Jon Timothy Wallace, 47, 
who passed away on Sunday, June 22, 
2025. Services were held on Thurs-
day, June 26, 2025 at Rockco Funeral 
Home. Burial was at Pineland Memo-
rial Park. Time will be greatly missed.

Sympathy goes out to the family of 
Noah Ervin Poe, 95, of Prattville. He 
passed away peacefully on June 24, 
2025. Services were held on June 28th.

Charlotte West recently had lunch 
with friend, Judy Martin at Fried Green 
Tomatoes in Hoover.

If you have news call it in at 205-
316-1181.

Take Care and God Bless!
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PROBATE NOTICEPROBATE NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

In the Probate Court of 
Bibb County, Alabama

In Re: The estate of
Jimmy Aaron Boothe, 

deceased
Case No. 2025PC035

Notice of Hearing
Take notice that a hear-

ing shall be held on the 
Petition for Administra-
WLRQ� ¿OHG� E\� WKH� 3HWLWLRQHU��
-LPP\� :D\QH� %RRWKH�� LQ�
WKH� HVWDWH� RI� -LPP\�$DURQ�
%RRWKH�� GHFHDVHG�� �����
�����DW� ���DP� WKH�KHDULQJ�
VKDOO� EH� KHOG� LQ� WKH� %LEE�
&RXQW\� 3UREDWH� 2I¿FH��� ��

&RXUW� 6TXDUH� :HVW� 6XLWH�
$�� &HQWUHYLOOH�� $ODEDPD�
������

Dated this 22nd� GD\� RI�
0D\������
+RQRUDEOH�-HUU\�SRZ
3UREDWH� -XGJH� E\� 6SH-

FLDO�$SSRLQWPHQW
5LFKDUG� 0�� .HPPHU�� -U��

3�&�
$WWRUQH\�IRU�WKH�$GPLQLV-

trator
�����ZDOQXW�6WUHHW
&HQWUHYLOOH��$/������
&HQWUHYLOOH�3UHVV
-XQH� ���� ��� 	� -XO\� ���

2025

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT TO 
ZONING ORDINANCE
%(� ,7�.12:1�72�$//�
0(1�%<�7+(6(�35(6-
(176� WKDW� WKH� &LW\� RI�
&HQWUHYLOOH�� XSRQ� WKH�
recommendation of the 
=RQLQJ� %RDUG� RI� WKH�
&LW\� RI� &HQWUHYLOOH� SUR-
SRVHV� WR amend the 
zoning ordinance of the 
&LW\� RI� &HQWUHYLOOH� E\�
DPHQGLQJ� WKH� %�� ]RQ-
LQJ�GHVLJQDWLRQ� WR�DOORZ�
the inclusion of mixed 
XVH� RFFXSDQF\� ZKLFK�
DOORZV�UHWDLO�RU�EXVLQHVV�
XVH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�ÀRRU�RI�D�
building and residential 
XVH� RI� WKH� XSSHU� ÀRRUV�
DQG� WKH� UHDU� SRUWLRQ� RI�
¿UVW� ÀRRU� RI� D� EXLOGLQJ��
7KH�&LW\� &RXQFLO� RI� WKH�
&LW\� RI� &HQWUHYLOOH� ZLOO�
KROG�D�SXEOLF�KHDULQJ� WR�
DGGUHVV� DQ\� FRQFHUQV�

regarding addition of 
PL[HG� XVH� RFFXSDQF\�
RI� SURSHUW\� ]RQHG� %��
according to the Cen-
WUHYLOOH�]RQLQJ�RUGLQDQFH�
on -XO\���� ����� at �����
S�P� The KHDULQJ�ZLOO�EH�
held at &HQWUHYLOOH� &LW\�
+DOO� ORFDWHG� DW� �����
:DOQXW� 6WUHHW�� &HQWUHY-
LOOH��$ODEDPD�
$� FRS\�RI� WKH�SURSRVHG�
RUGLQDQFH� LV� DYDLODEOH�
IRU� LQVSHFWLRQ� GXULQJ�
regular business hours 
DW�&HQWUHYLOOH�&LW\�+DOO�
$OO� SHUVRQV� LQ IDYRU� RU 
in RSSRVLWLRQ�RI WKH�SUR-
SRVHG�UH]RQLQJ�VKDOO�EH�
heard at the SXEOLF�hear-
LQJ�
Dated� WKLV� ��th GD\ of 
June� �����
7UDF\�*ULI¿Q
 &,7<�&/(5.
&HQWUHYLOOH�3UHVV
-XQH� ���� ��� 	� -XO\� ���
2025

6(59,&(6�
6(//,1*� D� 59�� 7UDFWRU� RU�
*ROI� &DUW"� $'9(57,6(�
67$7(:,'(� RU� E\� UHJLRQ�
LQ� RYHU� ���� 1HZVSDSHUV��
UHDFKLQJ� RYHU� �� PLOOLRQ�
UHDGHUV� HDFK� ZHHN�� � 5XQ�
\RXU� DG� LQ� RXU� &ODVVLILHG�
1HWZRUN� IRU� MXVW� ����� SHU�
ZHHN��0DNH�RQH�FDOO�WR�WKLV�
QHZVSDSHU� �SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
$OD�6&$1� QHZVSDSHU�� RU�
FDOO���������������� WR� ILQG�
RXW�KRZ�HDV\�LW�LV�WR�DGYHU-
WLVH�VWDWHZLGH��

%($87,)8/� %$7+� 83-
'$7(6� LQ� DV� OLWWOH� DV�21(�
'$<�� 6XSHULRU� TXDOLW\� EDWK�
DQG� VKRZHU� V\VWHPV� DW�
$))25'$%/(� 35,&(6��
/LIHWLPH�ZDUUDQW\�	�SURIHV-
VLRQDO� LQVWDOOV�� &DOO� 1RZ��
��������������

:$7(5�'$0$*(�&/($1-
83� 	� 5(6725$7,21�� � $�
VPDOO� DPRXQW� RI�ZDWHU� FDQ�
OHDG� WR� PDMRU� GDPDJH� LQ�
\RXU� KRPH�� 2XU� WUXVWHG�
SURIHVVLRQDOV� GU\� RXW� WKH�

ZHW� DUHD� DQG� GR� UHSDLUV�
WR� SURWHFW� \RXU� IDPLO\� DQG�
\RXU� KRPH¶V� YDOXH�� ,I� \RX�
KDYH� ZDWHU� LQ� \RXU� KRPH�
WKDW� QHHGV� WR� EH� GULHG��
&DOO������� ����������������
+DYH�]LS�FRGH�RI�VHUYLFH�OR-
FDWLRQ�UHDG\�ZKHQ�\RX�FDOO���

+($/7+�%($87<�
$77(17,21� 2;<*(1�
7+(5$3<� 86(56�� 'LV-
FRYHU�2[\JHQ�7KHUDS\�7KDW�
0RYHV�ZLWK�<RX�ZLWK�,QRJHQ�
3RUWDEOH� 2[\JHQ� &RQFHQ-
WUDWRUV�� )5((� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
NLW��&DOO���������������

$WWHQWLRQ�� 9,$*5$� DQG�
&,$/,6�86(56��$�FKHDSHU�
DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�KLJK�GUXJVWRUH�
SULFHV�����3LOO�6SHFLDO���2QO\�
����� ����� JXDUDQWHHG��
&$//� 12:�� ����������
����

)25�6$/(�
$))25'$%/(� 79� 	� ,1-
7(51(7�� ,I� \RX� DUH� RYHU-
SD\LQJ� IRU� \RXU� VHUYLFH��
FDOO� QRZ� IRU� D� IUHH� TXRWH�

DQG�VHH�KRZ�PXFK�\RX�FDQ�
VDYH����������������

1(('� 1(:� )/225-
,1*"��&DOO�WRGD\�VFKHGXOH�D�
)5((�LQ�KRPH�HVWLPDWH�RQ�
&DUSHWLQJ� 	� )ORRULQJ�� &DOO�
7RGD\����������������

83'$7(� <285� +20(�
ZLWK�%HDXWLIXO�1HZ�%OLQGV�	�
6KDGHV��)5((�LQ�KRPH�HV-
WLPDWHV�PDNH� LW� FRQYHQLHQW�
WR� VKRS� IURP� KRPH�� 3UR-
IHVVLRQDO� LQVWDOODWLRQ�� 7RS�
TXDOLW\� ��0DGH� LQ� WKH�86$��
&DOO� IRU� IUHH� FRQVXOWDWLRQ��
����������������$VN�DERXW�
RXU�VSHFLDOV�

1R� PRUH� FOHDQLQJ� RXW� JXW-
WHUV��*XDUDQWHHG��/HDI)LOWHU�
LV�WKH�PRVW�DGYDQFHG�JXWWHU�
SURWHFWLRQ� IRU� \RXU� KRPH��
EDFNHG� E\� D� QR�FORJ� JXDU-
antee and lifetime transfer-
UDEOH� ZDUUDQW\�� &DOO� WRGD\�
��������������� WR� VFKHG-
XOH�D�)5((� LQVSHFWLRQ�DQG�
QR�REOLJDWLRQ�HVWLPDWH��3OXV�

JHW� ���� RII�� 6HQLRUV� DQG�
PLOLWDU\� VDYH� DQ� DGGLWLRQ-
DO� ����� 5HVWULFWLRQV� DSSO\��
VHH� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� IRU�ZDU-
UDQW\�DQG�RIIHU�GHWDLOV

3UHSDUH� IRU� SRZHU� RXWDJ-
HV� WRGD\� ZLWK� D� *HQHUDF�
+RPH� 6WDQGE\� *HQHUDWRU��
$FW�QRZ�WR�UHFHLYH�D�)5((�
��<HDU�ZDUUDQW\�ZLWK� TXDOL-
I\LQJ�SXUFKDVH
�&DOO�������
��������� � WRGD\� WR� VFKHG-
XOH�D�IUHH�TXRWH��,W¶V�QRW�MXVW�
D� JHQHUDWRU�� ,W¶V� D� SRZHU�
PRYH�

6DIH� 6WHS��1RUWK�$PHULFDV�
��� :DON�,Q� 7XE�� &RPSUH-
KHQVLYH� OLIHWLPH� ZDUUDQW\��
7RS�RI�WKH�OLQH� LQVWDOODWLRQ�
DQG� VHUYLFH��1RZ� IHDWXULQJ�
RXU�)5((�VKRZHU�SDFNDJH�
DQG�������2II� IRU�D� OLPLWHG�
WLPH��&DOO� WRGD\�� )LQDQFLQJ�
DYDLODEOH�� &DOO� 6DIH� 6WHS�
��������������

$*,1*� 522)"� 1(:�
+20(2:1(5"� 67250�
'$0$*("� <RX� QHHG� D�

ORFDO� H[SHUW� SURYLGHU� WKDW�
SURXGO\�VWDQGV�EHKLQG�WKHLU�
ZRUN�� )DVW�� IUHH� HVWLPDWH��
)LQDQFLQJ� DYDLODEOH�� &DOO�
��������������

'(17$/�,1685$1&(�IURP�
3K\VLFLDQV� 0XWXDO� ,QVXU-
DQFH� &RPSDQ\�� &RYHUDJH�
IRU� ���� SOXV� SURFHGXUHV��
Real dental insurance - 
127� MXVW� D� GLVFRXQW� SODQ��
'R�QRW�ZDLW��&DOO� QRZ��*HW�
\RXU�)5((�'HQWDO�,QIRUPD-
WLRQ�.LW�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� GHWDLOV��
��������������� ZZZ�GHQ-
WD O��SOXV�FRP�DODEDPD�
�����

'RQDWH�\RXU�FDU��WUXFN��ERDW��
59�DQG�PRUH�WR�VXSSRUW�RXU�
YHWHUDQV��6FKHGXOH�D�)$67��
)5((� YHKLFOH� SLFNXS� DQG�
UHFHLYH�D�WRS�WD[�GHGXFWLRQ��
&DOO�9HWHUDQ�&DU�'RQDWLRQV�
DW����������������WRGD\�

-DFX]]L�%DWK�5HPRGHO� FDQ�
LQVWDOO� D� QHZ�� FXVWRP� EDWK�
RU� VKRZHU� LQ� DV� OLWWOH� DV�
RQH�GD\��)RU�D�OLPLWHG�WLPH��

ZDLYLQJ� $//� LQVWDOODWLRQ�
FRVWV���$GGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�DS-
SO\��6XEMHFW� WR� FKDQJH�DQG�
YDU\�E\�GHDOHU�� �2IIHU�HQGV�
���������� &DOO� ����������
����

5HSODFH� \RXU� URRI� ZLWK� WKH�
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
(ULH� 0HWDO� 5RRIV�� 7KUHH�
VW\OHV� DQG� PXOWLSOH� FRORUV�
DYDLODEOH�� *XDUDQWHHG� WR�
ODVW�D�OLIHWLPH��/LPLWHG�7LPH�
2IIHU� XS� WR� ���� RII� LQVWDO-
ODWLRQ� ��$GGLWLRQDO� ���� RII�
LQVWDOO� �IRU� PLOLWDU\�� KHDOWK�
ZRUNHUV� 	� �VW� UHVSRQG-
HUV���&DOO�(ULH�0HWDO�5RRIV��
��������������

$872027,9(
*27� $1� 81:$17('�
&$5"""� '21$7(� ,7� 72�
3$75,27,&� +($576��
)DVW� IUHH� SLFN� XS�� 3DWULRWLF�
+HDUWV¶� SURJUDPV� KHOS� YHW-
HUDQV�ILQG�ZRUN�RU�VWDUW�WKHLU�
RZQ� EXVLQHVV�� &DOO� ������
��������������

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
INVITATION TO 

BIDDERS
BIBB CO LAND-

FILL TRANSFER 
STATION REPAIRS 
& MODIFICATIONS

PROJECT NO. 25-
042

6HDOHG� SURSRVDOV�
ZLOO�EH�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�
%LEE� &RXQW\� &RP-
PLVVLRQ�� XQWLO� �����
3�0��� OHJDOO\� SUHYDLO-
LQJ� WLPH�� RQ� -XO\� ����
2025 for the Trans-
IHU� 6WDWLRQ� 5HSDLUV�
DQG� 0RGL¿FDWLRQV� DW�
%LEE� &RXQW\� /DQG¿OO�
DW� WKH� %LEE� &RXQW\�
&RPPLVVLRQ������6:�
'DYLGVRQ�'ULYH��&HQ-
WUHYLOOH�� $ODEDPD�� DW�
ZKLFK�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�
WKH\� ZLOO� EH� SXEOLFO\�
RSHQHG�DQG�UHDG�
$� FDVKLHU¶V� FKHFN�

RU� ELG� ERQG� SD\DEOH�
WR�%LEE�&RXQW\�&RP-
mission in an amount 
QRW� OHVV� WKDQ� ¿YH� ����
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�
RI� WKH� ELG�� EXW� LQ� QR�
HYHQW� PRUH� WKDQ�
��������� PXVW� DF-
FRPSDQ\�WKH�ELGGHU¶V�
SURSRVDO�� � 3HUIRU-
PDQFH� DQG� 3D\PHQW�
%RQGV� DQG� HYLGHQFH�
of insurance required 
in the bid documents 
ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�DW�WKH�
signing of the Con-
WUDFW�
'UDZLQJV� DQG�

6SHFL¿FDWLRQV� PD\�
be examined at the 
RI¿FH�RI�WKH�$UFKLWHFW��
:DUG�6FRWW�0RUULV�$U-
FKLWHFWXUH�� ,QF��� �����
3DXO� %U\DQW� 'ULYH��
7XVFDORRVD�� $OD-
EDPD�� DQG� 7XVFD%-
OXH�������*UHHQVERUR�

$YHQXH�� 7XVFDORRVD��
$ODEDPD�
%LG�GRFXPHQWV�PD\�

be obtained from Tus-
FD%OXH�YLD�ZZZ�ZDUG�
VFRWWSODQV�FRP�� XSRQ�
GHSRVLW� RI� ��������
SHU�VHW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�
refunded in full on the 
¿UVW� WZR� VHWV� LVVXHG�
to each trade contract 
bidder submitting a 
ERQD�¿GH�ELG��XSRQ�UH-
turn of documents in 
JRRG� FRQGLWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�
WHQ� GD\V� RI� ELG� GDWH���
2WKHU� VHWV� IRU� FRQ-
WUDFWRUV�� DQG sets for 
GHDOHUV�� PD\� EH� RE-
WDLQHG� ZLWK� WKH� VDPH�
GHSRVLW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�
UHIXQGHG� DV� DERYH��
OHVV� FRVW� RI� SULQWLQJ��
UHSURGXFWLRQ�� KDQ-
GOLQJ��DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ��
(OHFWURQLF� 3')� FRS-
ies of bid documents 
PD\�EH�SURFXUHG�IUHH�
RI�FKDUJH�
%LG�ERQGV�DUH�WR�EH�

LVVXHG� E\� DQ� DFFHSW-
DEOH� ERQGLQJ� FRPSD-
Q\�OLFHQVHG�WR�GR�EXVL-
QHVV�LQ�WKH�6WDWH��ZLWK�
D� 3RZHU� RI� $WWRUQH\��
WR� FRQIHVV� MXGJPHQW�
WKHUHRQ�� ZLWK� WKH� XQ-
derstanding that it 
shall guarantee that 
the bidder shall not 
ZLWKGUDZ� KLV� ELG� IRU�
WKH� JXDUDQWHH� SHULRG�
RI�VL[W\������GD\V�DIWHU�
the scheduled closing 
WLPH�IRU�WKH�UHFHLSW�RI�
bids; that if his bid is 
DFFHSWHG�� KH� ZLOO� HQ-
ter into a formal con-
WUDFW� ZLWK� WKH� 2ZQHU��
DQG� WKDW� LQ� WKH� HYHQW�
RI�D�ZLWKGUDZDO�RI�VDLG�
ELG�ZLWKLQ�VDLG�SHULRG��
or the failure to en-

ter into said contract 
ZLWKLQ�WKH��WLPH�VSHF-
L¿HG�� WKH� ELGGHU� VKDOO�
EH�OLDEOH�WR�WKH�2ZQHU�
for the full amount of 
the bid guarantee as 
liquidated damages 
and not as a forfeit 
RU�DV�D�SHQDOW\�� �7KH�
bid bond and certi-
¿HG� FKHFNV� RQ� XQ-
successful bidders 
ZLOO� EH� UHWXUQHG�XSRQ�
DZDUGLQJ�WKH�FRQWUDFW�
RU�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�DOO�ELGV��
LQ�QR�HYHQW��ODWHU�WKDQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GD\V�LQ�
WKH� JXDUDQWHH� SHriod 
IURP� WKH� RSHQLQJ� RI�
SURSRVDOV�� � 7KDW� RI�
the successful bidder 
ZLOO�EH�UHWXUQHG�ZKHQ�
formal contract and 
ERQGV� DUH� DFFHSWHG�
DQG�DSSURYHG�
%LGV� PXVW� EH� VXE-

PLWWHG� RQ� SURSRV-
al forms furnished 
E\� WKH� $UFKLWHFW� RU�
FRSLHV� WKHUHRI�� � $OO�
bidders bidding in 
amounts exceeding 
WKDW� HVWDEOLVKHG� E\�
WKH� 6WDWH� /LFHQVLQJ�
%RDUG� IRU� *HQHUDO�
Contractors must be 
licensed under the 
SURYLVLRQV�RI�7LWOH�����
&KDSWHU� ��� &RGH� RI�
$ODEDPD�� ������ DQG�
PXVW� VKRZ� HYLGHQFH�
of license before bid-
GLQJ� RU� ELG� ZLOO� QRW�
EH� UHFHLYHG� RU� FRQ-
VLGHUHG� E\� WKH�$UFKL-
tect; the bidder shall 
VKRZ� VXFK� HYLGHQFH�
E\� FOHDUO\� GLVSOD\LQJ�
his or her current li-
cense number on the 
outside of the sealed 
HQYHORSH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�
SURSRVDO� LV�GHOLYHUHG���

7KH� 2ZQHU� UHVHUYHV�
WKH�ULJKW�WR�UHMHFW�DQ\�
RU� DOO� SURSRVDOV� DQG�
WR�ZDLYH�WHFKQLFDO�HU-
URUV�LI��LQ�WKH�2ZQHU¶V�
MXGJPHQW��WKH�EHVW�LQ-
WHUHVWV� RI� WKH� 2ZQHU�
ZLOO� WKHUHE\� EH� SUR-
PRWHG�
$OO� %LGGHUV� DUH� LQ-

YLWHG� WR� DWWHQG� D�
QRQ�PDQGDWRU\� SUH�
bid conference to be 
DW� WKH� %LEE� &RXQW\�
&RPPLVVLRQ������6:�
'DYLGVRQ�'ULYH��&HQ-
WUHYLOOH�� $ODEDPD� DW�
������$�0��RQ�-XO\�����
������ 7KH� ELGGHU¶V�
FRPSDQ\� HPSOR\HH�
DWWHQGLQJ� WKH� SUH�
bid conference shall 
KDYH� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�
DQG� H[SHULHQFH� ZLWK�
the construction to be 
SHUIRUPHG� ZLWKLQ� WKLV�
SURMHFW�� � $Q\� TXHV-
tions concerning the 
SUH�ELG� FRQIHUHQFH�
shall be directed to 
WKH�$UFKLWHFW���
1RQUHVLGHQW�ELGGHUV�

PXVW�DFFRPSDQ\�DQ\�
ZULWWHQ�ELG�GRFXPHQWV�
ZLWK�D�ZULWWHQ�RSLQLRQ�
RI� DQ� DWWRUQH\� DW� ODZ�
OLFHQVHG� WR� SUDFWLFH�
ODZ� LQ� VXFK� QRQUHV-
LGHQW� ELGGHU¶V� VWDWH�
RI�GRPLFLOH��DV� WR� WKH�
SUHIHUHQFHV��LI�DQ\�RU�
QRQH�� JUDQWHG� E\� WKH�
ODZ�RI�WKDW�VWDWH�WR�LWV�
RZQ�EXVLQHVV�HQWLWLHV�
ZKRVH�SULQFLSDO� SODF-
es of business are in 
that state in the letting 
RI� DQ\� RU� DOO� SXEOLF�
FRQWUDFWV�
&HQWUHYLOOH�3UHVV
-XQH� ���� -XO\� �� 	�

��������

Notice of Public Sale 
0F.LQQH\� :UHFNHU� 6HU-

YLFH� JLYHV� 1RWLFH� RI� )RUH-
FORVXUH� RI� /LHQ� DQG� LQWHQW�
WR� VHOO� WKHVH� YHKLFOHV� RQ�
����������������DP�DW������
7UXPDQ� $OGULFK� 3NZ\���
:HVW� %ORFWRQ�� $/� ������
������ SXUVXDQW� WR� VXEVHF-
WLRQ� �������� RI� WKH� $OD-
EDPD� 6WDWXWHV�� 0F.LQQH\�
:UHFNHU� 6HUYLFH� UHVHUYHV�
WKH�ULJKW�WR�DFFHSW�RU�UHMHFW�
DQ\�DQG�RU�DOO�ELGV�
�%�(6��&��'�������

�����'2'*(�1(21
�)0<8��(��8$������

�����)25'�(;3/25(5

�*$**��.�6)�������
����� &+(952/(7�
6325769$1
�*1(&��=��-�������

����� &+(952/(7�
7$+2(
�+*&3�����$�������

�����+21'$�$&&25'
�-�*.��.��:�������

�����-((3�/,%(57<
�)$+3��=��5�������

�����)25'�)86,21
-7'%5��(����������

�����72<27$�&252//$
.0+&8�$(�&8�������

�����+<81',$�$&&(17
&HQWUHYLOOH�3UHVV
-XO\���	���������

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 
Provider

“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

$UWV�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDPV
$UWLVW�5HVLGHQF\�
3XEOLF�$UW�([KLELWLRQV
&RPPXQLW\�*DUGHQ�
'DQFH�6WXGLR

'�®ÅŉS�h�ŉÒ �ŉ�ÈÒÌŉ¡µ
Ò �ŉ�®y�y´yŉ
®y�¬ŉ
�®Òġŉ

7YQXIV�'SYRX]
=SVO��%0

$GGE]SVO

S�yµŉÒºŉ�A<�Y�ŉºÈŉá¡Ì¡Ò
âââĜ�º®�´yµyÈÒÌĜºÈ�ĩ�¡á�ŉ

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

Together We Can 
Eliminate Cervical Cancer

What YOU can do to help WIPE OUT 
cervical cancer:

1
2
3

HPV Vaccination (Ages 9-26)

Regular Screening (Starting at 21)

Follow-up Treatment

SPREAD THE WORD!SPREAD THE WORD!
Learn more at operationwipeout.org
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LIFESTYLE

BY SHEILA DUNCAN________________
REPORTER

As Americans gather 
each year to watch dazzling 
¿UHZRUNV�� HQMR\� EDFN\DUG�
EDUEHFXHV��DQG�ZDYH�WKH�VWDUV�
DQG�VWULSHV�� LW¶V�HDV\� WR� IRUJHW�
WKDW�WKH�)RXUWK�RI�-XO\�LV�PRUH�
WKDQ� MXVW� D� VXPPHU� KROLGD\��
,W� PDUNV� D� WXUQLQJ� SRLQW� LQ�
ZRUOG�KLVWRU\²WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��2Q�
-XO\� ��� ������ WKH� &RQWLQHQWDO�

&RQJUHVV� DSSURYHG� WKH� ¿QDO�
ZRUGLQJ� RI� WKH� 'HFODUDWLRQ�
RI� ,QGHSHQGHQFH�� D� GRFXPHQW�
WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�VHYHU�WLHV�
ZLWK�%ULWDLQ�EXW�DOVR�GH¿QH�WKH�
ideals on which the nation was 
IRXQGHG�

The Road to Freedom
7KH� MRXUQH\� WR� $PHULFDQ�

LQGHSHQGHQFH� GLGQ¶W� KDSSHQ�
RYHUQLJKW��%\�WKH�HDUO\�����V��
WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
FRORQLHV�DQG�%ULWDLQ�KDG�EHHQ�

VLPPHULQJ�IRU�\HDUV��&RORQLVWV�
JUHZ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� IUXVWUDWHG�
E\� RSSUHVVLYH� ODZV� DQG�
WD[DWLRQ²OLNH� WKH� QRWRULRXV�
6WDPS� $FW²ZLWKRXW� KDYLQJ�
D� YRLFH� LQ�%ULWLVK�3DUOLDPHQW��
The phrase “no taxation 
ZLWKRXW� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ´�
EHFDPH�D�UDOO\LQJ�FU\�
,Q� $SULO� ������ WKH� ¿UVW�

VKRWV� RI� WKH� 5HYROXWLRQDU\�
:DU� ZHUH� ¿UHG� DW� /H[LQJWRQ�
DQG� &RQFRUG�� :LWK� FRQÀLFW�

Beyond the Fireworks: The 
True Meaning Behind the 

Fourth of July

XQGHUZD\�� FRORQLDO� OHDGHUV�
FRQYHQHG� WKH� &RQWLQHQWDO�
&RQJUHVV�� D� JRYHUQLQJ� ERG\�
WDVNHG� ZLWK� VWHHULQJ� WKH�
FRORQLHV� WKURXJK� WXUEXOHQW�
WLPHV�
%\� -XQH� ������ WKH� FDOO� IRU�

IXOO� LQGHSHQGHQFH� FRXOG� QR�
ORQJHU� EH� LJQRUHG�� 5LFKDUG�
+HQU\� /HH� RI� 9LUJLQLD�
SURSRVHG� D� UHVROXWLRQ�
GHFODULQJ� WKH� FRORQLHV� IUHH�
DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�VWDWHV��,W�ZDV�
SDVVHG�RQ�-XO\��������²D�GDWH�
-RKQ� $GDPV� EHOLHYHG� IXWXUH�
$PHULFDQV� ZRXOG� FHOHEUDWH��
%XW� LW� ZDV� -XO\� �WK�� ZKHQ�
&RQJUHVV� DSSURYHG� 7KRPDV�
-HIIHUVRQ¶V� HGLWHG� GUDIW� RI� WKH�
'HFODUDWLRQ� RI� ,QGHSHQGHQFH��
WKDW� EHFDPH� WKH� LFRQLF� GDWH�
HWFKHG�LQWR�KLVWRU\�
,QVLGH�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ
&UDIWHG� E\� -HIIHUVRQ� ZLWK�

KHOS� IURP� -RKQ� $GDPV��
%HQMDPLQ� )UDQNOLQ�� 5RJHU�
6KHUPDQ�� DQG� 5REHUW�
/LYLQJVWRQ��WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�
,QGHSHQGHQFH� VHUYHG� VHYHUDO�
NH\� SXUSRVHV�� ,W� MXVWL¿HG� WKH�
FRORQLHV¶� EUHDN� IURP� %ULWDLQ��
RXWOLQHG� WKHLU� JULHYDQFHV�
DJDLQVW� .LQJ� *HRUJH� ,,,��
DQG� EROGO\� DVVHUWHG� WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDO� ULJKWV� RI� OLIH��
OLEHUW\�� DQG� WKH� SXUVXLW� RI�
KDSSLQHVV�

7KH� GRFXPHQW� LV� GLYLGHG�
into three parts:
$� SUHDPEOH� DVVHUWLQJ�

QDWXUDO�ULJKWV�
$�OLVW�RI�JULHYDQFHV�DJDLQVW�

%ULWLVK�W\UDQQ\�
7KH� IRUPDO� GHFODUDWLRQ�

RI� WKH� FRORQLHV� DV� IUHH� DQG�
LQGHSHQGHQW�VWDWHV�

While it was adopted on 
-XO\� ��� PRVW� GHOHJDWHV� GLGQ¶W�
VLJQ� WKH� RI¿FLDO� SDUFKPHQW�
XQWLO� $XJXVW� ��� ������ %XW�
WKH� SULQWHG� GDWH²-XO\� �²
DSSHDUHG� RQ� DOO� SXEOLVKHG�
YHUVLRQV� DQG� TXLFNO\� EHFDPH�
V\QRQ\PRXV� ZLWK� $PHULFDQ�
IUHHGRP�
+RZ�WKH�+ROLGD\�(YROYHG
,Q� ������ 3KLODGHOSKLD�

PDUNHG� WKH� ¿UVW� DQQLYHUVDU\�
ZLWK� ERQ¿UHV�� EHOOV�� DQG�
¿UHZRUNV�� $� \HDU� ODWHU��
General George Washington 
JDYH� KLV� WURRSV� D� GRXEOH�
UDWLRQ� RI� UXP� WR� KRQRU� WKH�
GD\�� 0DVVDFKXVHWWV� ZDV� WKH�
¿UVW�VWDWH�WR�PDNH�-XO\��WK�DQ�
RI¿FLDO�KROLGD\�LQ������
'HVSLWH� WKLV� HDUO\�

HQWKXVLDVP�� ,QGHSHQGHQFH�
'D\�ZDVQ¶W�ZLGHO\�FHOHEUDWHG�
DW�¿UVW�� ,Q� IDFW�� E\� WKH�����V��
SROLWLFDO� GLYLVLRQV� RYHU� WKH�
PHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� 'HFODUDWLRQ�
FUHDWHG�FRQWURYHUV\��%XW�SXEOLF�
VHQWLPHQW� VKLIWHG� IROORZLQJ�

WKH� :DU� RI� ������ DQG� WKH�
GHDWKV� RI� ERWK� -HIIHUVRQ� DQG�
$GDPV²RQ� -XO\� ��� ����²
DGGHG� WR� WKH� GDWH¶V� P\VWLTXH�
DQG�HPRWLRQDO�ZHLJKW�
,Q� ������ &RQJUHVV� PDGH�

WKH� )RXUWK� RI� -XO\� D� QDWLRQDO�
KROLGD\��DQG�LQ�������LW�EHFDPH�
D� SDLG� IHGHUDO� KROLGD\�� 6LQFH�
WKHQ�� WKH� GD\� KDV� EHFRPH�
D� FRUQHUVWRQH� RI� $PHULFDQ�
LGHQWLW\�� FHOHEUDWHG� FRDVW� WR�
FRDVW� ZLWK� SDUDGHV�� PXVLF��
¿UHZRUNV�� DQG� UHÀHFWLRQV� RQ�
IUHHGRP�
0RUH�7KDQ�D�&HOHEUDWLRQ
%H\RQG� WKH� EDUEHFXHV� DQG�

VSDUNOHUV��WKH�)RXUWK�RI�-XO\�LV�
D�GD\�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKH�FRXUDJH��
YLVLRQ�� DQG� VDFUL¿FH� RI� WKH�
QDWLRQ¶V� IRXQGHUV�� ,W¶V� D� WLPH�
WR� UHÀHFW� RQ� WKH� YDOXHV� WKDW�
XQLWH� XV²IUHHGRP�� HTXDOLW\��
DQG� WKH� RQJRLQJ� TXHVW� IRU�
MXVWLFH�� :KLOH� RXU� FRXQWU\¶V�
KLVWRU\� LQFOXGHV�VWUXJJOHV�DQG�
LPSHUIHFWLRQV�� WKLV� KROLGD\�
RIIHUV� D�PRPHQW� WR� UHFRPPLW�
RXUVHOYHV� WR�EXLOGLQJ�³D�PRUH�
SHUIHFW�XQLRQ�´
$V� ZH� JDWKHU� ZLWK� IULHQGV�

DQG� IDPLO\� WKLV� \HDU�� OHW¶V�
FHOHEUDWH� QRW� RQO\� ZLWK�
¿UHZRUNV�LQ�WKH�VN\²EXW�ZLWK�
JUDWLWXGH� LQ�RXU�KHDUWV� IRU� WKH�
EROG�OHDS�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH�WKDW�
FKDQJHG�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLVWRU\�
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Welcome to our historical journey, where we delve into the rich tapestry of our 
past through the pages of The Centreville Press. Below, you will find articles from 
what we call the “morgue” – a collection of past articles that once graced our news-
paper. These narratives provide a fascinating glimpse into the events, stories, and 
voices that shaped our community. So, let’s embark on a journey through the narra-
tives that once filled our pages, preserving the legacy and memories of yesteryears 
capturing the essence of bygone eras with vivid detail.

By Sheila Duncan

Nestled in the heart of 
Alabama’s Black Belt, the 
Bibb County Historical 
Society stands as a stead-
fast guardian of a story 
that began more than 200 
years ago. Though the 
county’s name may not 
ring out on national head-
lines, its historical sig-
nificance is rich, deep, 
and deserving of recog-
nition—and thanks to the 
work of this passionate 
group, its legacy won’t be 
forgotten.

A Name Rooted in Ala-
bama’s Origins

Bibb County was born 
in 1818, originally chris-
tened Cahaba County. Just 
two years later, it was re-
named to honor William 
Wyatt Bibb, Alabama’s 
very first governor. It’s 
a county woven into the 
early fabric of the state it-
self—its establishment co-
inciding with Alabama’s 
journey to statehood in 

1819.
A Land of Stories and 

Soil
Set in Alabama’s Black 

Belt region, Bibb Coun-
ty’s fertile soil once made 
it a cornerstone of cotton 
production in the antebel-
lum South. With its rich 
earth came immense eco-
nomic growth—but also a 
darker legacy, as the area 
was heavily shaped by the 
use of enslaved African 
Americans to develop its 
plantations. Today, under-
standing that complex past 
is vital to telling the com-
plete story of Bibb Coun-
ty.

Centreville: The Heart 
of the County

At the center of it all is 
Centreville, Bibb Coun-
ty’s seat of government 
and a town that has served 
as a witness to over two 
centuries of change. From 
the early days of fron-
tier life to modern times, 
Centreville and the sur-
rounding area continue to 
be focal points for histori-

cal preservation efforts.
Guardians of Geneal-

ogy
One of the Historical So-

ciety’s greatest treasures 
is its vast archival collec-
tion. Managed through the 
Bibb County Heritage As-
sociation, these archives 
offer a genealogical gold-
mine. From church and 
marriage records to fam-
ily histories and county 
data from 1820 to 1880, 
researchers and descen-
dants alike can trace their 
roots through the threads 
of Bibb County’s past.

And it doesn’t stop 
there. Connections with 
institutions like the Ge-
nealogical and Historical 
Room at the Middle Geor-
gia Regional Library in 
Macon allow local histori-
ans access to even broad-
er resources, including re-
cords from the original 13 
colonies. These powerful 
partnerships bring history 
to life, one document and 
one family tree at a time.

A Broader Vision

Preserving the Past: The Bibb 
County Historical Society’s Mission 

to Keep Alabama’s Roots Alive

While focused locally, 
the Bibb County Histori-
cal Society is part of a 
larger movement. It shares 
a mission with organi-
zations like the Historic 
Macon Foundation, whose 
“Macon’s Fading Five” ini-
tiative spotlights endangered 
landmarks in hopes of sav-
ing them from demolition 
or decay. The common goal: 
to prevent history from slip-

ping silently into oblivion.
Keeping History Alive 

for the Next Generation
In a world obsessed with 

what’s new, the Bibb County 
Historical Society reminds 
us of the value of what came 
before. Whether it’s through 
preserving family Bibles, 
protecting old schoolhouses, 
or recording oral histories 
from longtime residents, the 
group’s work ensures that 

the legacy of Bibb County—
and the people who shaped 
it—will live on.

So next time you pass 
through the quiet roads of 
Centreville or glance at the 
red clay fields of the Black 
Belt, know that beneath 
your feet lies a story being 
carefully preserved—one 
that belongs to all Ala-
bamians and to the broad-
er American tale.
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Health and Wellness Corner
Sponsored by Bibb Medical Center
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Become a NURSE in ONE YEAR.Become a NURSE in ONE YEAR.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

ACT: 18 OR HIGHER
Applicant must be eligible to enroll in or have
completed the following: A.) ENG 101 & MTH 100 
B.) BIO 201 during the first term of nursing
courses (BIO 103 is a pre-requisite to BIO 201).

EVENING CLASSES 

ALL CLASSES & CLINICALS ARE 
HELD AT BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

SMALL CLASS SIZES

CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 18, 2025

ONE YEAR PROGRAM

APPLICATION: 
SELECT BIBB CAMPUS
ƫǣƫƫȅƺƳِƬȒȅٖȵȸƏƬɎǣƬƏǼȇɖȸɀǣȇǕ

“Holy Ground” is a powerful 
and simple worship song that 
has resonated with believers 
across denominations since 
its creation in the late 20th 
century. With its solemn 
melody and heartfelt lyrics, 
the song draws worshipers into 
a moment of awe, reverence, 
and intimacy with God. 
Though brief in length, “Holy 
Ground” has become a staple 
in churches, conferences, and 
prayer meetings around the 
ZRUOG�� ,WV� KLVWRU\� UHÀHFWV� D�
deep desire among believers 
to acknowledge the presence 
of God as sacred and 
transformative.

The concept of holy ground 
originates from Exodus 3:5, 
where God speaks to Moses 
from the burning bush: “Do 
not come any closer,” God 
said. “Take off your sandals, 
for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” 
This moment marks a turning 
point in biblical history—God 
reveals His name, His plan, 
and His presence. The ground 
becomes holy not because of 
its physical nature, but because 
God is there. This idea—that 
*RG¶V� SUHVHQFH� VDQFWL¿HV� DQ\�
space—became a cornerstone 
for worship theology and 
would inspire countless 
songs, including the well-
known worship chorus “Holy 
Ground.”

The most recognized version 
of “Holy Ground” was written 
by Geron Davis in 1983. 
Davis, a young worship leader 
at the time, composed the song 

in just minutes while sitting 
at a piano during a moment 
of spontaneous worship. The 
lyrics are simple yet profound:

“We are standing on holy 
ground,

And I know that there are 
angels all around.

Let us praise Jesus now,
We are standing in His 

presence on holy ground.”
7KHVH� ZRUGV� UHÀHFW� DQ�

awareness of the sacredness 
of God’s presence in everyday 
worship spaces—whether 
a church sanctuary, a living 
room, or a personal prayer 
closet.

Geron Davis recorded the 
song with his family group, 
Kindred Souls, and it quickly 
spread through churches, 
Christian television broadcasts, 
and worship events. It became 
especially popular during altar 
calls, communion services, 
and moments of deep spiritual 
UHÀHFWLRQ�

Part of the song’s power 
lies in its musical simplicity. 
Written in a singable key 
and requiring minimal 
instrumentation, “Holy 
Ground” allows congregations 
to focus not on performance 
but on the presence of God. 
Its slow, reverent tone creates 
a stillness that encourages 
worshipers to pause, listen, 
DQG� UHÀHFW�� &KXUFKHV� DFURVV�
d e n o m i n a t i o n s — f r o m 
Pentecostal to Methodist, 
Baptist to Catholic—
HPEUDFHG� WKH� VRQJ�� ¿QGLQJ�
common ground in its humble 
expression of reverence.

Since its debut, “Holy 
Ground” has been covered 
by numerous Christian artists 
and choirs. Its lyrics have 
been printed in hymnals and 
worship songbooks, featured 
in recordings by Bill and 
Gloria Gaither, and translated 
into multiple languages. In 
a worship culture that often 
FKDVHV� WKH� QHZ� DQG� ÀDVK\��
“Holy Ground” has endured 
for over 40 years because of 
its timeless focus: honoring 
the presence of God. The 
song also sparked a deeper 
trend in the 1980s and 1990s 
worship movement—one 
that emphasized intimacy 
with God over tradition and 
personal experience over 
ritual. Davis’s contribution 
helped shape the modern 
worship genre that continues 
WR� LQÀXHQFH� &KULVWLDQ� PXVLF�
today.

“Holy Ground” is more than 
just a song—it is a declaration. 
It reminds believers that 
wherever God dwells becomes 
sacred. Whether sung in a 
grand cathedral or a small 
chapel, it helps draw hearts 
toward the awe and reverence 
due to the Almighty. Its 
legacy is one of simplicity, 
sincerity, and spiritual depth, 
continuing to lead countless 
worshipers into moments of 
holy encounter.

As long as there are voices 
lifted in worship, “Holy 
Ground” will remain a beloved 
anthem, echoing the timeless 
truth: We are standing in His 
presence on holy ground.

The History of “Holy Ground”: A 
Song of Reverence and Worship

A familiar name is 
entering a new era as Classic 
Awards & Signs transitions 
to new ownership under 
Marty Caffee and his 
daughter, AugustAnna 
Caffee Crawford. The 
longtime local business 
will now operate as 
C² Awards & Signs, 
continuing its tradition 
of quality craftsmanship 
while introducing a fresh, 
creative vision.

The father-daughter 
GXR� RI¿FLDOO\� DQQRXQFHG�
the transition this week, 
expressing their excitement 
and gratitude for the 

opportunity to serve the 
community through the 
next phase of the company’s 
journey.

“This business has 
served our community for 
years, and we’re honored to 
carry on that legacy while 
bringing our own passion, 
creativity, and commitment 
to quality into every order,” 
Crawford said.

C² Awards & Signs will 
continue to specialize in 
a wide range of custom 
products, including awards, 
trophies, plaques, banners, 
and signage. The business 
aims to serve schools, 
teams, businesses, and 
individuals looking to 

recognize achievements or 
promote their message with 
professional, personalized 
products.

“Whether you’re 
recognizing a special 
achievement, celebrating 
a team win, or making 
your business stand out 
with custom signage — 
we’ve got you covered,” 
Crawford added.

Community members 
are encouraged to reach 
out with questions, orders, 
or quote requests as the 
Caffees begin this new 
chapter.

For more information, 
visit C² Awards & Signs on 
social media.

Classic Awards & Signs 
under new ownership as 

C² Awards & Signs


