
For nearly her entire 
life, Centreville has been 
home to Stephanie Claire 
Scott, who moved here 
with her parents from Ida-
ho when she was just 18 
months old. Now, after de-
cades of watching her fam-
ily build a respected name 
in local real estate, she is 
stepping into a leadership 
role at Claire Realty to car-
ry on the family’s legacy.

Married to Jackie Scott 
for 31 years, she and her 
husband have raised two 
sons in Centreville: Ryan 
Scott, who works at Burkes 
Mechanical, and Bryant 
Scott, who will begin a 
new position with Premier 
Electric this July.

In 2019, she obtained 
her real estate sales license 
DQG� RI¿FLDOO\� MRLQHG� WKH�
family business. Her dedi-
cation to the craft quickly 
grew, and after completing 
a six-week online course 
via Zoom, she passed the 
broker’s exam and became 
a licensed real estate bro-
ker in July 2024. She is 
now an associate broker 
with Claire Realty.

“I always knew I want-
ed to keep the family 
business going,” she said. 
“Real estate is in my blood. 
My mom has worked so 
hard to build Claire Real-
ty, and I didn’t want to see 
that legacy end.”

Her journey in real 
estate is backed by deep 
roots. She earned her de-
gree in business from the 
University of Alabama in 

1995 and brings not only 
education but also a per-
sonal touch to her work. 
“I like to think of my cli-
ents as family,” she said. 
“I treat them how I’d want 
someone to treat my own 
children. It’s all about 
looking out for their best 
interests.”

Claire Realty holds the 
distinction of being the 
only real estate company 
with an actively operat-
LQJ�RI¿FH� LQ�&HQWUHYLOOH��D�
point of pride for the fami-
ly and their commitment to 
the community.

Real estate runs deep in 
her lineage. Her paternal 
grandfather, Lester Claire, 
was a broker in Chetek, 
Wisconsin, along with his 
wife, Thelma, who was a 
licensed agent. They oper-
ated the original Claire Re-
alty from 1962 to 1979. Her 
mother, Iva Claire, earned 

her real estate license in 
1982 and later opened the 
FXUUHQW�&ODLUH�5HDOW\�RI¿FH�
in Centreville in 1987 with 
her husband, Tom Claire. 
Both Iva and Tom were li-
censed professionals, with 
Tom also serving as a certi-
¿HG�JHQHUDO�DSSUDLVHU�

Now, with her mother 
looking to slow down, the 
next generation is ready 
to step in. “I plan to con-
tinue developing my skills 
and learning everything I 
can,” she said. “I’m proud 
to carry on the work my 
family started, and I want 
to continue to serve our 
community with the same 
dedication they’ve shown 
for generations.”

With a foundation built 
on family values, experi-
ence, and a true love for 
Centreville, the future of 
Claire Realty looks to be in 
good hands.
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Let us know what is going on in your community!
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Community Calendar
June 17th- The Bibb County Democratic executive meeting is meeting  June 17, 2025,  at 
6 p.m. a t the Sawmeal Restaurant.  Marsha Sturdevant will be our guest speaker, chair of 

the Shelby County Democractic executive committee. 
June 20th-21st – Griffin Farms Rodeo  Gates open at 6:00. Rodeo at 8:00 p.m.

June 23 – 25 - 4-H Community Clubs 2025 Summer Camp (ages 9-13) 
June 27th: Brierfield Ironworks' FIRST EVER  Movie  Night!  This is a FREE event. We  

will have  food  trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring   your  lawn chairs! 
Movie starts at 7pm. 

July 4th- Fourth of July Celebration at West Blocton Town Park at 4pm
July 6th- Homecoming at Johntown Baptist Church on July 6, 2025 with special guests. 

Service & Singing at 10:30 am, Covered Dish Lunch at 12 pm & Afternoon Singing at 1 pm.
July 12th – Celebration on the Green

July 14th-July 18th - 2025 Aquaculture/Aquaponics 101 Teacher Workshop, 
8:00am-12:30pm, E.W. Shell Fisheries Center, 2101 N. College St., Auburn, AL 36830
July 25th: Brierfield Ironworks' Movie Night! This is a FREE event!  There  will  be food 
trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm.  
 August 22nd: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night!  This is a FREE event. There will be food 

trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring  your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm. 
 September 5th: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night!  This is a FREE event. There  will be food 

trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm. 
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Carrying on the Family 
Legacy: Local Broker Steps 
Up to Lead Claire Realty

Each year, the town of 
West Blocton, Alabama, 
comes alive with patriotic 
spirit as residents and visi-
tors gather to celebrate the 
Fourth of July. This annu-
al event, held at the West 
Blocton Town Park, offers 
a blend of traditional fes-
tivities and heartfelt com-
munity engagement.

The celebration typi-
cally kicks off in the late 
afternoon, around 4:00 
PM, transforming the town 
park into a hub of activity. 
Attendees can enjoy a va-
riety of family-friendly at-
tractions, including games, 
bounce slides, and live en-

tertainment. Local vendors 
set up booths offering food, 
crafts, and other goods, 
contributing to the festive 
atmosphere. 

$� VLJQL¿FDQW� DVSHFW� RI�
West Blocton’s Indepen-
dence Day celebration is 
the tribute to veterans and 
active-duty military per-
sonnel. The event often be-
gins with a ceremony rec-
ognizing these individuals, 
UHÀHFWLQJ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\¶V�
deep appreciation for their 
service. 

As the sun sets, the fes-
tivities continue with live 
music performances that 
bring the community to-
gether in song and dance. 
The highlight of the eve-
QLQJ� LV� D� VSHFWDFXODU� ¿UH-

works display, lighting up 
the night sky and providing 
D� ¿WWLQJ� FRQFOXVLRQ� WR� WKH�
day’s celebrations. 

West Blocton’s Fourth 
of July celebration is more 
than just an event; it’s a re-
ÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WRZQ¶V�VWURQJ�
sense of community and 
pride. The enthusiastic par-
ticipation of residents and 
the efforts of local organiz-
ers ensure that this tradition 
continues to thrive, bring-
ing joy and unity to all who 
attend.

For more information 
on upcoming events and 
how to participate in West 
Blocton’s Independence 
Day festivities, visit the 
Town of West Blocton 
Facebook page.

West Blocton
4th of July Celebration

Celebrating Independence Day 
in West Blocton: A Cherished 

Community Tradition

Teresa Av-
erette, Retail 
Market Man-

ager for Trustmark Bank, has received the 
prestigious Trustmark President’s Club 
Award, an honor reserved for the top 25% 
of producing branches out of 108 locations. 
This recognition highlights outstanding 
performance in loan and deposit growth, as 
well as exceptional customer satisfaction.

Teresa, who will celebrate her 26th 
year with Trustmark this July, manages 
not only the Centreville branch but also 
oversees two branches in Demopolis and 
one in Selma. Her passion for serving her 
community, her customers, and supporting 
her staff shines through in every aspect of 
her work.

The President’s Club Award is a sig-
QL¿FDQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�WKDW�UHÀHFWV�7HUHVD¶V�
dedication and leadership. She was proud-
ly presented the award by Andy Stewart 
and Linwood McClain of Trustmark.

Congratulations, Teresa, on this 
well-deserved honor!

Teresa Averette Honored 
with Trustmark 

President’s Club Award

We are 
overjoyed to 
announce that 

sweet Jovi Cox has been crowned Miss 
Petite Cahaba Lily 2025, and her family’s 
KHDUWV�DUH�RYHUÀRZLQJ�ZLWK�SULGH�DQG�MR\�

Jovi is the beloved daughter of Dan 
and Kate Cox of Woodstock, Alabama, 
and the cherished little sister of her two 
older brothers, Dax and Jett, who abso-
lutely adore her. The Cox family calls 
a cozy farm home, nestled beside the 
house of Jovi’s grandparents, loving-
ly known as Tam Tam and Big Daddy. 
Life on the farm is full of joy—wheth-
er it’s the sounds of chickens clucking, 
their pot-bellied pig Junie snorting, or 
the happy barks of their four dogs: Ludo, 
Lettie, Sugar, and Gus.

See Jovi Cox on page 2

Sparkles, Sunshine & Sisterh!d: M"t 
Mi# Petite Cahaba Lily 2025, Jovi Cox!



Presented by the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension Sys-
tem, this free online series 
is perfect for beekeepers of 
all experience levels. Join 
from the comfort of your 
home using a computer or 

mobile device and enjoy 
monthly sessions packed 
with helpful tips and up-
dates on current beekeeping 
topics. Each session ends 
with a live Questions and 
Answers.

Held the last Tuesday of 
each month from 6:30–7:30 
PM. The next session will 

be held June 24 Series will 
be “Detecting Viruses in the 
Hive” with Guest Speaker: 
Liz Walsh, USDA Agricul-
tural Research Service

To sign up for this 
online series go to : 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/
topics/bees-pollinators/at-
home-beekeeping-series/
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Choose your cool.
Let us help you find the right mix of tips, tools and 
resources to keep your home comfortable and your 
costs down.

Visit alabamapower.com/summer to learn more.

© 2025 Alabama Power

Jovi Cox from page 1
Their days are spent out-

doors tending Big Daddy’s 
vegetable garden, helping Tam 
7DP¶V�ÀRZHU�EHGV�EORRP�ZLWK�
zinnias and pumpkins, and en-
joying family fun like golf cart 
rides, dirt bikes, and movie 
nights under the stars. From 
spontaneous splash days at the 
Cahaba River to surprise par-
ties at the family pavilion, the 
Cox farm is a haven of love, 
laughter, and lasting memo-
ries.

Jovi is surrounded by an 
even bigger circle of sup-
port from her extended fam-
ily. Her grandmother Nonna, 
the youngest of ten siblings, 
and Papa are always up for 
an adventure—and Jovi never 
misses a chance to tag along 
for some fun with them.

What makes Jovi truly one 
of a kind is her remarkable re-
silience. She is the only docu-
mented child in the world with 
Usher Syndrome Type 4, a 
rare genetic condition that af-
fects both hearing and vision. 
Yet despite the challenges, Jo-
vi’s radiant joy, strength, and 
determination light up every 
room she enters. She’s a shin-
ing example of how courage 
and love can overcome any-
thing.

Her journey into pageant-
ry began with a simple wish. 
One day, she saw her mom 
watching a friend’s daughter 
in a pageant and said, “I want 
to do that too.” Though her 
mom, Kate, admits she was 
never the “girly” type growing 
up, Jovi opened a new world 
¿OOHG�ZLWK� VSDUNOH��ERZV��DQG�
dresses. “She is my opposite 
in so many ways,” Kate said. 
“But I’ve always believed my 
children should be free to fol-
low what makes their hearts 
light up.”

And that’s exactly what 
Jovi did. She stepped onto 
WKDW� VWDJH� ZLWK� FRQ¿GHQFH�
and grace—and walked away 
with a crown. But for the Cox 
family, this victory goes far 
beyond pageantry.

“Jovi’s win isn’t just about 
a title,” Kate shares. “It’s 
about embracing uniqueness, 
celebrating strength, and be-
lieving in magic—especially 
the kind that shows up in the 
most unexpected ways.”

The young pageant queen 
shared all the sweet details of 
her experience in a fun and 
heartfelt interview.

When asked what her 
favorite part of the pageant 

was, Jovi shared, “Spending 
time and playing games with 
my pageant friends in our 
dresses!” Dressed like royalty 
in a beautiful yellow gown in-
spired by Belle from Beauty 
and the Beast, Jovi described 
it with pride: “It was long and 
ÀRZ\� DQG� KDG� GLDPRQGV� DOO�
over the top.”

Although she didn’t per-
form a talent this time, Jovi’s 
favorite part was simply “get-
ting dressed up like a prin-
cess.” And when her name 
was called as the winner? “So 
happy!” she exclaimed.

Helping her get ready for 
her magical moment were her 
mama and her Tam Tam, who 
always do her hair and makeup 
at Tam’s salon. In the crowd 
(and via FaceTime) cheer-
ing her on were Mama, Dada, 
Tam Tam, Nonna, and many 
beloved family members and 
friends.

After winning, Jovi had 
D� FHOHEUDWLRQ� ¿W� IRU� D� TXHHQ��
dinner at her favorite restau-
rant—what she adorably calls 
“Mexican Gardens” (La Torti-
lla in Woodstock)—followed 
by cashing her prize check and 
a special shopping spree at 
Claire’s. “I bought rings, ear-
rings, makeup, and hair clips!” 
she said.

When it comes to who 
inspired her pageant journey, 
Jovi didn’t hesitate to name 
Lucy Helland, Miss Ultimate 
USA Jr Teen. “She is my 
mom’s friend’s daughter and 
helped coach me.”  She is the 
reason Jovi started!

Jovi shared that when she 
feels nervous, she takes deep 
breaths and recites her af-
¿UPDWLRQV�� ³,� DP� NLQG�� ,� DP�

helpful, I stand up for what’s 
right.” This helps her feel con-
¿GHQW�DQG�EUDYH�

If she could wear her 
crown anywhere, it would be 
“to Disney World with all the 
princesses,” she declared. And 
what does she want to be when 
she grows up? “A face painter/
makeup artist, because I love 
art stuff and colors and making 
things more beautifuller.”

And if Jovi were queen for 
D� GD\"� +HU� ¿UVW� UR\DO� GHFUHH�
would be that “everyone has 
to play trumpets. Everybody 
stands in line when they see 
me while I wave!”

Finally, her advice to any 
little girl dreaming of being 
in a pageant: “Follow your 
heart.”

With her heart of gold, 
shining spirit, and a crown 
to match, Jovi Cox is truly a 
queen in the making.

Congratulations to Miss 
Petite Cahaba Lily 2025, Jovi 
Cox! You make Woodstock 
proud. 

Jovi Cox

Certiport, a Pearson VUE business, the 
leading provider of performance-based 
IT certification exams that accelerate aca-
demic and career opportunities for learn-
ers, is pleased to announce the winners of 
the 2025 spring qualifier of the Microsoft 
Office Specialist Alabama State Champi-
onship.

Winning 1st in the Microsoft Office 
Specialist PowerPoint (Office 2019) cate-
gory is Makayla Reese Barboza from Bibb 
County Career Academy/West Blocton 
High School. Winning 1st in the Microsoft 
Office Specialist Word (Office 2019) cate-
gory is Lonnie “Alex” Bearden from Bibb 
County Career Academy/West Blocton 
High School. Makayla and Alex competed 
against students from across Alabama to 
earn this coveted placement. 

To compete in the spring qualifier, stu-
dents aged 13 to 22 were eligible to par-
ticipate in one of six competition tracks 
by submitting a qualified, passing score 
on the Microsoft Office Specialist Word, 
Excel®, or PowerPoint® certification ex-
ams by May 2, 2025. The first-place win-
ners will get to represent Alabama at the 
upcoming 2025 Microsoft Office Special-
ist U.S. National Championship in Dallas, 
Texas.

“We have seen amazing results from the 
Microsoft Office Specialist program at our 
school as students learn and validate key 
workforce skills,” said Kendel Johnson, 

Instructor. “The Microsoft Office Special-
ist U.S. National Championship further 
motivates them to earn certification, and 
we are proud of these students who have 
proven to be the best in our state. We know 
they will go on to make us proud at the 
competition in June.”

During the national competition, these 
first-place winners will compete in their 
exam track, network with other top stu-
dents from around the country, and be 
celebrated. One winner per track will be 
named the champion and earn a trip to rep-
resent the United States at the 2025 Mi-
crosoft Office Specialist World Champi-
onship in Orlando, Florida. 

“The title of ‘Microsoft Office Special-
ist Champion’ will serve these students 
well in both their academic and career 
pursuits. Not only have they proven they 
are the best in their state at using Micro-
soft Office products effectively, but they 
also have an important distinction to place 
on their resume, which shows a desire to 
learn and validate in-demand skills,” said 
Dr. Gary Gates, Managing Director, Pear-
son VUE.

Certiport’s Microsoft Office Specialist, 
backed by Microsoft, is an industry-recog-
nized certification program that assesses 
students' Microsoft Office skills and pre-
pares them for real-world application of 
their knowledge.

BCCA students win 1st place in the 
�����0LFURVRIW�2ͿFH�6SHFLDOLVW�6WDWH�
&KDPSLRQVKLS�6SULQJ�4XDOLÀHU

Alex Bearden MOS Word 1st PlaceMakayla Barboza MOS PPT 1st Place

If you’ve ever attended 
a Relay for Life event in 
Bibb County or walked 
through the halls of 
Bibb Correctional Facil-
ity, there’s a good chance 
you’ve crossed paths with 
Ryan Thompson. Known 
for her infectious energy, 
love for her community, 
and passion for giving 
back, Ryan has made 
Brent not just her home—
but her mission field.

Ryan has worked at 
Bibb Correctional for over 
21 years, beginning her 
career in 2004 as a Radio 
Operator in Central Con-
trol. Today, she serves 
as an Account Clerk in 
the Business Office, jug-
gling numbers by day and 
events by night. She’s also 
the proud event lead for 
Relay For Life of Bibb 
County and volunteers 
with Kay Culp of Culp 
Counseling, supporting 
the local Autism Support 
Group.

At home, life is just as 
lively. Ryan is mom to 
6-year-old Braden Gar-

diner, who will be enter-
ing first grade at Brent 
Elementary this fall. Her 
mother, Vonda Thomp-
son, set the family’s car-
ing example with over two 
decades of work at Bibb 
Medical Center Nurs-
ing Home. Their family 
is rounded out by BAM-
BAM, their loyal dog of 
12 years, and a goldfish 

who’s been part of the 
crew for over four. I asked 
Ryan some fun questions, 
let’s see what she has to 
say. 

What’s your go-to 
“mom fuel” — coffee, 
sweet tea, or something 
stronger? Diet Pepsi is my 
go to All day every day.

See Community Con-
nect on page 7

Meet Ryan Thompson: Brent’s Relay for 
Life Leader and Full-Time “BusyMom”

$W�+RPH�%HHNHHSLQJ�6HULHV�
Learn from Home!



The Bruce Rutledge 
Outreach Ministry is set 
WR�PDUN�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�PLOH-
stone as it celebrates its 
22nd anniversary on Sun-
day, July 6, 2025, at 3:00 
p.m. The celebration will 
be held at the Lily Star 
District Building, located 
at 10600 Highway 5 in 
Brent, Alabama.

This year’s theme is 
drawn from Psalm 133:1 
— “Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for breth-
ren to dwell together in 
unity!” The event promises 
to be a joyful gathering of 
faith, fellowship, and grati-
tude for over two decades 
of dedicated ministry and 

outreach.
Rev. Eddie Morgan, 

Pastor of New Hope Bap-
tist Church in Randolph, 
Alabama, will be the guest 
speaker for the occasion. 
Known for his passionate 
preaching and community 
involvement, Rev. Mor-
gan is expected to deliver 
a powerful and uplifting 
message that aligns with 
the spirit of unity and pur-
SRVH� WKDW� KDV� GH¿QHG� WKH�
ministry’s mission.

All churches, choirs, 
groups, and soloists are in-
vited to come worship to-
gether in celebration. The 
anniversary program will 
be led by Master of Cer-
emony, Bro. Bobby Wash-
ington, who will guide 

the evening’s events with 
warmth and enthusiasm.

The Bruce Rutledge 
Outreach Ministry has 
served as a beacon of hope 
and a source of support 
for the Brent community 
and surrounding areas. As 
it enters its 23rd year, the 
ministry continues to build 
on a strong foundation of 
faith, service, and togeth-
erness.

This anniversary cel-
HEUDWLRQ�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�UHÀHF-
tion of the ministry’s past 
but also a testament to the 
enduring impact of unity in 
Christ. All are welcome to 
attend and take part in this 
special event honoring a 
legacy of outreach and in-
spiration.

“Let each of you look 
not only to his own inter-
ests, but also to the interests 
of others.” – Philippians 2:4 
(ESV)

Helping others is not 
just a kind act—it’s a call-
ing. As followers of Christ, 
we are invited to live be-
\RQG� RXUVHOYHV�� WR� UHÀHFW�
the love of Jesus in both 
word and deed. In a world 
that often shouts “look out 
for number one,” God whis-
pers a different message: 
serve one another in love.

Be the Example of Jesus
Throughout the Gos-

pels, Jesus models what it 
means to help others. He 
didn’t just preach truth—He 
lived it. He fed the hungry, 
healed the sick, wept with 
the grieving, and spent time 
with the outcast. Helping 
wasn’t a task on His to-do 
list; it was part of His heart. 
When Jesus washed the dis-
ciples’ feet (John 13), He 
demonstrated the humility 

and service that should de-
¿QH�RXU�OLYHV��+H�WROG�WKHP��
“I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have 
done for you” (John 13:15). 
To help others is to walk in 
the footsteps of our Savior.

Helping others isn’t al-
ways convenient. It often 
means putting our sched-
ules, comfort, or resources 
aside. But the impact goes 
far beyond the moment. A 
simple act of kindness—a 
meal delivered, a prayer 
spoken, a listening ear—
can soften a heart, open a 
door, and even lead some-
one to Christ. When we 
help others, we embody 
the Gospel. We become 
living examples of grace, 
FRPSDVVLRQ�� DQG� VHOÀHVV�
love. It’s not about receiv-
ing praise or recognition; 
it’s about pointing others 
to the One who helps us 
all.

You don’t have to solve 
HYHU\� SUREOHP� RU� ¿[� HY-
ery situation. Sometimes 
the most powerful help is 
found in the smallest ges-

ture. A smile to a stranger. 
An encouraging text. A 
meal to a family in need. 
A ride to church. These ac-
tions, fueled by love, are 
never wasted.

Galatians 6:9 encour-
ages us: “Let us not grow 
weary of doing good, for 
in due season we will reap, 
if we do not give up.” Even 
when it feels like no one 
notices, God sees. And He 
uses every act of kindness 
for His purpose.

This week I encourage 
you to think on these ques-
tions:

Who in your life could 
use help, encouragement, 
or support this week?

What’s one small step 
you can take today to serve 
someone else?

How has someone’s 
kindness impacted your 
life?

Helping others isn’t just 
a good deed—it’s a way of 
life for those who follow 
Jesus. May we never forget 
that when we serve others, 
we are serving Him.
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The Hea! of Helping Others

“Beulah Land” is one of 
the most beloved hymns in 
Christian tradition, evoking 
images of peace, promise, 
and eternal rest. Often sung 
at homecomings, funerals, and 
revival meetings, the hymn 
has stirred generations with its 
message of spiritual longing 
and assurance. Its title, Beulah, 
comes from the Bible and rep-
resents a metaphor for Heaven 
or the Christian’s ultimate 
union with God. But behind its 
poetic verses lies a rich history 
rooted in scripture, revivalism, 
and Southern gospel heritage.

The term Beulah is found 
in Isaiah 62:4, which reads: 
“Thou shalt no more be 
termed Forsaken; neither 
shall thy land any more be 
termed Desolate: but thou 
shalt be called Hephzibah, 
and thy land Beulah: for the 
Lord delighteth in thee, and 
thy land shall be married.” In 
this passage, Beulah means 
“married,” symbolizing the 
restoration and covenant rela-
tionship between God and His 
people. Over time, Christian 
writers and preachers began 
to interpret Beulah Land as 
a symbolic place—a spiritual 
realm between the trials of 
life and the glory of Heaven, a 
place of peace and divine as-
surance.

The most famous version 
of “Beulah Land” was written 
by Edgar Page Stites in 1876, 
with music composed by John 
R. Sweney. Stites, a former 
riverboat pilot and Union sol-
dier during the Civil War, was 
also a Methodist lay preacher. 
His hymn “Sweet By and By” 
had already found widespread 
popularity, but it was “Beu-
lah Land” that truly sealed 
his legacy. Stites reportedly 

wrote the hymn during a peri-
RG�RI�GHHS�UHÀHFWLRQ��LQVSLUHG�
by the joys and challenges of 
his faith journey. He described 
“Beulah Land” as a glimpse of 
the peace that believers expe-
rience as they grow closer to 
God—before reaching Heaven 
itself.

The hymn begins:
“I’ve reached the land of 

corn and wine,
And all its riches freely 

mine;
Here shines undimmed one 

blissful day,
For all my night has passed 

away.”
These words paint a picture 

of a spiritual oasis—where sor-
row is gone and the believer 
basks in the presence of the 
Lord. The chorus proclaims:

“O Beulah Land, sweet 
Beulah Land,

As on thy highest mount I 
stand,

I look away across the sea,
Where mansions are pre-

pared for me.”
The lyrics evoke themes 

of pilgrimage, longing, and 
KRSH²UHÀHFWLQJ� WKH� &KULV-
tian’s journey through life to-
ward eternal rest.

“Beulah Land” gained 
popularity during the post-Civil 
War revival era, especially in 
the American South. It became 
a staple of tent meetings and 
church hymnals, cherished for 

its comforting message. Over 
the years, gospel singers like 
Squire Parsons, Carroll Rob-
erson, and The Gaither Vocal 
Band recorded their own ver-
sions, keeping the hymn alive 
in modern worship.

Interestingly, there are 
multiple songs titled “Beulah 
Land,” including the popular 
Southern Gospel rendition 
by Squire Parsons written in 
1973, which begins:

“I’m kind of homesick for 
a country

To which I’ve never been 
before…”

Though different in lyrics 
and melody, both hymns share 
the same spirit of yearning 
for Heaven and rest in God’s 
presence.

Today, “Beulah Land” 
remains a treasured piece of 
Christian hymnody. Wheth-
er sung by a choir or softly 
echoed at a graveside service, 
its message continues to offer 
hope, peace, and the promise 
of eternal life. It reminds be-
lievers that even in life’s tri-
als, there is a place of spiritual 
joy—where God dwells, and 
sorrow cannot follow.

In a world of change, 
“Beulah Land” endures as 
a timeless anthem of faith, 
beckoning every weary soul 
to lift their eyes toward the 
promise of home.

The History of “Beulah Land”: 
A Hymn of Hope and Heaven

Bruce Rutledge Outreach Ministry 
Celebrates 22 Years of Service

I hereby give notice that on Tuesday, August 26, 2025, an elec-
tion will be held for the purpose of electing a Mayor, and !ve 

Councilmembers.  "e o#ce of Councilmember will be by place 
number with !ve places to be !lled, one through !ve.  All reg-
istered and quali!ed electors of the state who reside within the 
corporate limits of the City of Centreville, Alabama, and have 
resided therein for 30 days or more immediately preceding the 
election, and who are quali!ed to vote in the county precinct 

which embraces and covers that part of the corporate limits of 
the City of Centreville, Alabama, in which the elector resides 

will be authorized to participate in said election. 
"e polls will be opened at no later than 7:00 A.M. and remain 

open without recess or adjournment until 7:00 P.M. and no 
longer.  Quali!ed voters will vote at the Centreville City Hall in 

Centreville, Alabama.  
Any quali!ed elector who will have resided within the mu-

nicipality, for a period of at least 90 days on Election Day may 
qualify to run for o#ce by !ling the appropriate forms.  

Statement of Candidacy forms are available in the Clerk’s o#ce.  
Candidates may qualify beginning 9AM, Tuesday, June 10, 2025 

until 5:00 P.M. Tuesday, June 24, 2025. 

James M. Oakley, Mayor 
Attest 

Tracy Gri!n, City Clerk Clerk 
• Alabama Code 11-46-22 

NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL ELECTION



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
%ULHU¿HOG

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness

Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Cen-
ter
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
%ULHU¿HOG��������������

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934
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Church Directory
Worship at the Church of your Choice

Rockco Rockco 
Funeral HomesFuneral Homes

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

We have a simple goal: to continuously provide We have a simple goal: to continuously provide 
services to meet the individual needs of your services to meet the individual needs of your 
family and ensure you are comfortable and family and ensure you are comfortable and 

secure during this emotional time.secure during this emotional time.

Plain & SimplePlain & Simple
“Slow down and enjoy the simple pleasures in life”

By: Sheila DuncanBy: Sheila Duncan

COMMUNITY NEWS

                     West Eoline News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Jane Hannah

                     Centreville News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Brenda Hubbard

Ingredients:
8 large flour tortillas
1 lb corned beef, thinly 

sliced
8 slices Swiss cheese
1 cup sauerkraut, drained
½ cup Thousand Island 

dressing
2 tablespoons butter, 

melted
1 teaspoon caraway seeds 

(optional)
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 375°F 

(190°C).
Lay out a tortilla and 

spread a tablespoon of 
Thousand Island dressing 
over it.

Layer with slices of 
corned beef, a slice of Swiss 
cheese, and a spoonful of 
sauerkraut.

Roll up the tortilla tightly 
and place seam-side down 
in a greased baking dish.

Repeat with the remain-
ing tortillas and fillings.

Brush the tops of the roll-
ups with melted butter and 
sprinkle with caraway seeds 
if desired.

Bake for 15-20 minutes 
until the tortillas are golden 
and the cheese is melted.

Slice and serve warm 
with extra Thousand Island 

dressing for dipping.
Notes:
For a crispier texture, 

broil for the last 2-3 min-
utes.

Reuben Roll Ups

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the 
family of Ruby Jean McMillan Mayfield 
Calhoun, age 98, who passed away on May 
31, 2025. Services were held on Monday, 
June 2, 2025 at Brent Baptist Church with 
burial in Brent Cemetery. Ms. Ruby Jean 
will be greatly missed by her family and 
many friends.

Sympathy also goes out to the family of 
Arlas Caffee, Jr., age 95, of West Blocton 
who passed away on May 30, 2025. Servic-
es were held on June 4, 2025 at Ada Chapel 
Methodist Church.

Belated birthday wishes go out to Mr. 
Marlon Leach who celebrated his 88th birth-
day recently. All of his family gave him a 
cook-out for this special occasion. We want 
to wish Mr. Marlon many, many more Hap-
py Birthdays to come!

Birthday wishes go out to several that 
have a birthday in June; June Cox, Kin-
ley Tidwell, Bobbie Parker Headley, Bruce 
Grahamn, Ken Kinard, Julie Darden, Koty 
Watts, Mary Owens, Margie Kinard, Cay-
man Tidwell, Betty Wyres, Farrah Conway 

Daniel, Barbara Wilson Smitherman, Jane 
Hogg, Jean Stevens, Kat Caffee, Joseph 
Meigs and Joe Arnold.

Anniversary wishes go out to Holland 
and Brittany Luce who recently celebrated 
their wedding anniversary.

Sympathy goes out to the family of Betty 
Rigdon, age 85, who passed away on May 
31, 2025. Graveside services were held on 
Thursday, June 5, 2025 at Pineland Cem-
etery. Betty will be greatly missed by her 
family and friends.

Sincere sympathy goes out to the fam-
ily of Reuben Hubbard who passed away 
on May 29, 2025. A memorial service was 
held on June 7, 2025 at 2pm at Rockco Fu-
neral Home, Centreville, AL. Reuben will 
be missed greatly by his family and many 
friends.

Anniversary wishes go out to Mickey 
and Mandy Nix who recently celebrated 
their wedding anniversary.

If you have news call it in at 205-316-
1181.

Take care and God Bless!

My home was the gathering place last 
week.  While Cousins Jo Hinson & Linda 
Burke were here.  We had drop in visits 
from Wayne Deason, Geneva Mullins, Jo 
Kitchen, C H Deason, Diana Dailey, Peggy 
Marchant & Janice Deason.   Each evening 
we enjoyed card games  and laughter.  Yes, 
we had some good food too.

The Dominos were on the table on my 
arrival at Chad & Stacey Thompson’s 
Wednesday evening.  It was fun to play but 
better with four when our friend Jim ar-
rived Thursday.  

Thanks Jim Kirkendall for sharpening 
the mower blades.  He was a long weekend 
guest of Chad & Stacey Thompson and en-
joys staying busy and helping others.  

Prayers please for Amy Ellison.  She had 
another fall Friday and an ER treatment to 
put hip back in place .  It looks like a “big 
surgery” is in future plans.

Saturday, I was blessed to visit my 
grandsons in Albertville .  First stop was 
with Jeremy, Blakely, Haven and Harper 
at their new home.  Then, on to see Jon-
athan, Bianca and Maddox at their new 
home.  Bianca was busy making fancy lit-
tle cakes (petit fours) commissioned for a 
baby shower.  I tasted some delicious sam-
ples.  It was wonderful to see my Hannah 
men and their loves.    The drive home was 

a little tiresome, dealing with a few storms.
Dezi Franklin celebrated her June 9th 

birthday on Sunday with her parents. Sta-
cey Thompson prepared her daughter’s fa-
vorite meal centered around Chicken & 
Dressing. Celebrating and enjoying the 
lunch, games and fellowship with her were 
Chad, Jim, Deanna and Grandpa, Fred 
Boothe.  I joined the group a little late and 
taught them to play Chase the Spades.  

SYMPATHY to the family of Ms Ruby 
Jean McMillan Mayfield Calhoun. This 
precious woman was much loved by ev-
eryone that knew her.  Service was held 
Monday afternoon at Brent Baptist Church 
where she was a faithful servant.  She was 
born in 1926, lived a long and fruitful life; 
mentoring to many in the ways of Christian 
love.  We will miss you Miss Ruby.

Mike & Brenda Vessels will be visiting 
Mom, Jo Kitchen June 13 & 14th.  Also, 
visiting other family while they are here.  
They live in Jacksonville, FL and vaca-
tioned in the NC Mountains; stopping in 
between.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Geneva Mull-
ins 6-17, Brenda Rinehart 6-18, Sharon 
George & Nell Stripling 6-19, Bonnie Le-
vert 6-20.

Call 478-396-2513 to share your news. 
Have a blessed week. 



SERVICES 
SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million read-
ers each week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Call Now! 
1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! If you 

have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!  

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Discov-
er Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE 
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 
1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 

Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Profes-
sional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 1-855-
405-8839. Ask about our 
specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-877-323-5516  
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-871-6175

AGING ROOF? NEW 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 

veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-426-0193 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-
0836

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-887-1317
AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 

free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-426-
0193

VEHICLE TITLE Problems?  
We have a solution! Call 
Jason Steward Enterprises, 
We’re Alabama’s #1 Vehicle 
Title Problem Experts! Free 
telephone consultation. 
North AL 1-256-850-0527, 
Central AL 1-205-267-5735, 
South AL 1-251-342-8538.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED NETWORK
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MORTGAGE FORECLOSUREMORTGAGE FORECLOSUREPROBATE NOTICEPROBATE NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

SOLICITATION OF BIDSSOLICITATION OF BIDS

Notice of Mortgage 
Foreclosure Sale
State of Alabama, 
County of Bibb

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Patricia 
Bonds, originally in favor 
of One Reverse Mortgage, 
LLC, on September 14, 
2010, said mortgage re-
FRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�
Judge of Probate of Bibb 
County, Alabama, in Mort-
gage Book 249, Page 314; 
the undersigned Wilming-
ton Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its individual 
capacity but solely in its 
capacity as Owner Trust-
ee for Onity Loan Acqui-
sition Trust 2024-HB2, as 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
in front of the main en-
trance of the Courthouse 
at Bibb County, Alabama, 
on July 8, 2025, during the 
legal hours of sale, all of 
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the following 
described real estate, sit-
uated in Bibb County, Ala-

bama, to-wit:
Land situated in the 

County of Bibb in the State 
of AL:

Lot Number 14, South 
Forty, a residential subdivi-
sion situated in the North-
east Quarter of Northwest 
Quarter and Southeast 
Quarter of Northwest 
Quarter, Section 23, Town-
ship 21 South, Range 6 
West, Bibb County, Ala-
bama, a map or plat of said 
subdivision being record-
ed in Map Book 2, Page 
����LQ�WKH�3UREDWH�2I¿FH�RI�
Bibb County, Alabama.

Said legal description 
being controlling, however 
the property is more com-
monly known as: 250 S 
Forty Loop, Woodstock, AL 
35188.

THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS IS, 
WHERE IS” BASIS, WITH-
OUT WARRANTY OR RE-
COURSE, EXPRESSED 
OR IMPLIED AS TO TI-
TLE, USE AND/OR EN-
JOYMENT AND WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION 
OF ALL PARTIES ENTI-
TLED THERETO.

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 

to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process.

The successful bidder 
must tender a non-refund-
able deposit of Three Thou-
sand Dollars ($3,000.00) 
LQ� FHUWL¿HG� IXQGV� PDGH�
payable to Bell Carrington 
Price & Gregg, LLC at the 
time and place of the sale. 
The balance of the pur-
chase price plus any deed 
recording costs and trans-
fer taxes must be over-
QLJKWHG� LQ� FHUWL¿HG� IXQGV�
WR� WKH� /DZ� 2I¿FH� RI� %HOO�
Carrington Price & Gregg, 
LLC at 339 Heyward 
Street, 2nd�ÀRRU��&ROXPELD��
SC 29201. Bell Carrington 
Price & Gregg, LLC re-
serves the right to award 
the bid to the next highest 
bidder should the highest 
bidder fail to timely tender 
the total amount due.

This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-

closure. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate 
and to credit its purchase 
price against the expens-
es of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the 
real estate.

This sale is subject to 
postponement or cancel-
lation. 

If the sale is set aside, 
the Purchaser may be 
entitled to only a return 
of any tendered purchase 
funds less any applicable 
fees and costs and shall 
have no other recourse 
against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee, or the 
Mortgagee’s attorney.

THE BELOW LAW 
FIRM MAY BE HELD TO 
BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR, UNDER 
FEDERAL LAW. IF SO, 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Bell Carrington Price & 
Gregg, LLC. 2100 South-
bridge Pkwy, Suite 650, 
Homewood, AL, 35209.  
www.bellcarrington.com. 
File Number: 25-41589.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

Legal Notice
3UREDWH�2I¿FH�RI�%LEE�

County
Case Number 2025-

PC033
Estate of Roy Glen 

Pratt Jr.
Letters of administration 

of said deceased having 
been granted to Lori Boyn-
ton, as Personal Repre-
sentative on the 21st day of 
May, 2025, by the Honor-

able Stephanie Kemmer, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having claims against 
said estate are hereby re-
quired to present the same 
within the time allowed by 
law or the same will be 
barred.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

In the Probate Court of 
Bibb County, Alabama

In Re: The estate of 
Betty Lou Shoults

Deceased
Case No. 2025PC034
Notice to Creditors

Take notice that Let-
ters Testamentary have 
been granted to Michael K. 
Shoults, as Executor of the 
estate of Betty Lou Shoults, 
deceased on the 21st day of 
May 2025.

Notice is hereby giv-

en that all persons having 
claims against the estate 
are hereby required to pres-
ent the same within the time 
allowed by law or the same 
will be barred.

Richard M. Kemmer, Jr. 
P.C.

Attorney for the Executor
PO Box 282
1124 Walnut St.
Centreville, AL 35042
Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

SOLICITATION OF BIDS 
FOR RECREATIONAL USE 

LIMITED LICENSES
THE UNIVERSITY OF 

ALABAMA
The University of Alabama 

is soliciting bids for the rec-
reational use limited license 
on selected tracts of land 
located in Bibb, Fayette, Jef-
ferson, Shelby, Tuscaloosa, 
and Walker Counties in Al-
abama.  Offers for the Rec-
reational Use Licenses must 
be submitted by sealed bids 
which will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at 1:00 pm 
(CDT) on June 24, 2025, at 
WKH� 2I¿FH� RI� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
Lands and Real Estate Ser-
vices, 1115 14th Street, Tus-
caloosa, AL  35401.  All bids 
must be received in the Of-
¿FH� RI� 8QLYHUVLW\� /DQGV� DQG�
Real Estate Services, prior 
to the bid opening time, to 
be considered. Recreational 
Use Licenses include hunt-
ing, horseback riding, hiking, 

camping, mountain biking, 
etc.

All information on this 
year’s tracts can be found 
online at the following ad-
dress:  https://universityl-
ands.ua.edu/bids/ or you may 
FRQWDFW� WKH�2I¿FH� RI�8QLYHU-
sity Lands and Real Estate 
Services at (205) 348-3510.

Only bids which are sub-
mitted on the bid form 
SUHSDUHG� E\� WKH� 2I¿FH� RI�
University Lands and Real 
Estate Services will be con-
sidered. Bidders submitting 
bids on more than (1) one 
tract should print all pages 
of the bid form and sub-
mit a separate bid for each 
tract.  If a bid is mailed, the 
bid should be posted in 
VXI¿FLHQW� WLPH� WR� HQVXUH� LWV�
receipt prior to the bid sub-
mission deadline of 1:00 pm 
(CDT), June 24, 2025. The 
mailing address for bid sub-
mission is The University of 
$ODEDPD��$WWQ��2I¿FH�RI�8QL-

versity Lands and Real Es-
tate Services, Box 870176, 
Tuscaloosa, AL  35487-
0176. Mailed bids should 
be marked “Recreational 
Bid 06-24-2025 – with the 
County and Tract you are 
bidding on in the lower left-
hand corner of the envelope 
for bid security. Bid forms 
can be emailed to the follow-
ing email address:  bmfox@
ua.edu but must be received 
by the deadline of 1:00 pm 
(CDT), June 24, 2025.

Successful bidders will 
be required to carry com-
prehensive general liability 
insurance with limits of not 
less than $1,000,000 per oc-
currence for bodily injury and 
$1,000,000 per occurrence 
for property damage.  Each 
bidder will be required to add 
the University as an addition-
al named insured on all insur-
DQFH�SROLFLHV���7KH�FHUWL¿FDWH�
of insurance will be required 
upon the execution of the 

agreement.  
Term of the recreational 

use license will be one (1) 
year and with the Universi-
ty’s consent renewable for 
nine (9) renewal terms of one 
(1) year each. The annual 
fee will be due upon signing 
the agreement, with a 20% 
GHSRVLW� GXH� ZLWKLQ� ¿YH� ����
business days of Acceptance 
of the winning bid. The annu-
al fee for each renewal term 
will increase by two-and-one-
half percent (2½%) above the 
prior year’s fee, each subse-
quent year of renewal. 

Minimum bid per acre is 
��������%LGV�EHORZ�WKLV�¿JXUH�
will be rejected. The Universi-
ty reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids and 
to waive any informalities. 
Sub-leasing by the high bid-
ders to another individual will 
not be allowed.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6, 13 & 20, 

2025

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK 
PUBLIC NOTICE ADVER-

TISEMENT FOR BIDS
MUNICIPAL ROAD PAV-

ING PROJECT #3
Sealed bids for the “Munic-

ipal Road Paving Project #3” 
will be received by the Town 
of Woodstock at Woodstock 
Town Hall, located at 28513 
Highway 5, Woodstock, Ala-
bama 35188, until 5:00 P.M. 
CST on Monday, July 7, 2025, 
and then publicly opened and 
read aloud in Council cham-
bers, Woodstock Town Hall, at 
5:00 P.M. Bids received either 
by hand delivery or mail after 
WKH�VSHFL¿HG�GDWH�DQG�WLPH�ZLOO�
not be considered.

A mandatory site visit is re-
quired to bid on the project. 
Contact the Building Inspector 
(205) 331-2448; (inspector@
townofwoodstockal.com) to 
schedule the site visit.

Bids should be returned in 
a sealed envelope clearly la-
beled, “Municipal Road Paving 
Project #3”, Town of Wood-
stock, Alabama, and return ad-

dressed to:
Town Clerk
Town of Woodstock 28513 

Highway 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Municipal Road Paving
The project consists of fur-

nishing all labor, tools, mate-
rials, and equipment for mill-
ing, paving, road repairs, and 
resurfacing a portion of one 
(1) residential street within the 
Town of Woodstock: Shamblin 
Woods Road Inspection of the 
site prior to submitting the bid 
is mandatory.

All bids must be on bid 
IRUPV� SURYLGHG� LQ� WKH�6SHFL¿-
cations and submitted in their 
HQWLUHW\�� $� FHUWL¿HG� FKHFN� RU�
bond payable to the Town of 
Woodstock for not less than 
¿YH� SHUFHQW� ����� RI� WKH� ELG�
amount, not to exceed

$10,000.00, must accom-
pany each proposal. 
Workmen’s Compensation, 
Public Liability and Property 
Damage Insurance, Perfor-
mance, Labor and Material 
Bonds & Town of Woodstock 

Business License will be re-
quired.

Bid documents may be ex-
DPLQHG�DW� WKH�2I¿FH�RI�%XLOG-
ing Inspector, Woodstock 
Town Hall, located at 28513 
Highway 5, Woodstock, Ala-
bama 35188, phone number 
(205) 331-2448; inspector@
townofwoodstockal.com.

No bids will be considered 
unless the bidder, whether 
resident or non-resident of 
$ODEDPD�� LV�SURSHUO\�TXDOL¿HG�
to submit a bid for this con-
struction in accordance with 
all applicable laws of the State 
of Alabama. This shall include 
evidence of holding a current li-
cense from the State Licensing 
Board for General Contractors, 
Montgomery, Alabama, as re-
quired by Chapter 8 of Title 
34, of the Code of Alabama, 
1975. In addition, non-resi-
dents of the State, if a corpo-
ration, shall show evidence of 
KDYLQJ�TXDOL¿HG�ZLWK� WKH�6HF-
retary of State to do business 
in the State of Alabama. Each 
ELGGHU� PXVW� EH� SUHTXDOL¿HG�

with the Alabama Department 
of Transportation and shall be 
responsible for knowledge of 
and compliance with the Ala-
bama Public Works Bid Law, 
Alabama Code Section 39-1-
1, et seq. Bids will be received 
from experienced contrac-
tors who have successfully 
completed projects of similar 
scope.

In addition, bids shall be 
FOHDUO\� LGHQWL¿HG� RQ� WKH� H[WH-
rior of the package with the 
bidder’s name, address, the 
name of the project being bid, 
and time and place of the bid 
opening. No bid may be with-
drawn after the scheduled clos-
ing time for receipt of bids for a 
period of sixty (60) days. The 
Owner reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids and to waive 
technical errors if the best in-
terest of the owner will thereby 
be promoted. All bids received 
after the date and time of the 
bid opening noted above will 
be returned unopened.

Centreville Press
June 6, 13, 20 & 27, 2025

In the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, Ala-

bama
In Re: The estate of 

Robert W. Rogers, Jr.
Deceased

Case No.2025PC039
Notice to Creditors

Take Notice that Letters 
of Administration having 
been granted to Robert 
W. Rogers, III as Admin-
istrator/trix of the estate 
of Robert W. Rogers, Jr., 
on the 27th day of May of 
2025, by the Honorable 
Judge of Probate of Bibb 
County, Alabama.

Notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
claims against the said 
estate are hereby required 
to present the same within 
the time allowed by law or 
the same will be barred.

Robert W. Rogers III
Administrator/trix for the 

estate of
Robert W. Rogers, Jr.
Deceased
The Redd Law Firm, PC
5343 Old Springville 

Road
Pinson, AL 35126
Centreville Press
June 6, 13 & 20, 2025

NOTICENOTICE
Brent Garden Apart-

ments – One Bedroom 
Available Now Elder-
ly Community – Ask 
about the qualifica-
tions.  Maintenance 
free living, with nice 
amenities.  Come in 
and apply today. Office 
Hours Monday - Friday 
8:00 AM – 2:30 PM 57 
Steele Street; Centrev-
ille AL 35042 (205) 926-
7547. 6/27

In the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, Ala-

bama
In the matter of the 

estate of:
Bernard Henderson II, 

Deceased
Case No. 2025PC041

Publication Notice
Letters Testamentary of 

said deceased, Bernard 
Henderson II having been 
granted to James Michael 
Elam on the 4th day of 
June, 2025, by the Hon. 
Stephanie W. Kemmer, 

Judge of the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having claims against 
the estate are hereby re-
quired to present the same 
within time allowed by law 
or the same will be barred.

James Michael Elam
Michael L. Murphy
Attorney at Law
44 Court Square East
PO Box 38
Centreville, Al 35042
Centreville Press
June 13, 20 & 27, 2025

In the Probate Court of 
Bibb County, Alabama
In the matter of the es-

tate of
Robert Allen Thurman, 

Deceased
Case No. 2025PC040
Notice of Publication

A Petition for Summary 
Distribution of the estate 
of Robert Allen Thurman, 
deceased, pursuant to Al-
abama Code 43-2-692 (Al-
abama Code 1975) having 
EHHQ�¿OHG�E\�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�
son, Robbie Thurman, in 
the Probate Court of Bibb 

County, Alabama, notice of 
the same is hereby given, 
and that 30 days after the 
notice of publication here-
of and pursuant to law the 
Court shall be requested 
to enter an order directing 
summary distribution of the 
estate of said decedent.

Anthony B. Johnson
Johnson Law Firm, LLC
Attorney at Law
PO Box 188
60 Court Square West
Centreville, AL 35042
Centreville Press
June 13, 2025
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LIFESTYLE

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

LEGALS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE

CALL US BY NAME 1.800.DEMPSEY OR VISIT  
OUR WEBSITE DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey | GAL #113 | GA RE# 4921  
ALB#065553 | AAL#1103 | 232 Glen Milner Boulevard 

PO Box 1341 | Rome, GA 30161 | 706-291-0746

10% BUYER’S PREMIUM

ONLINE AUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: Dempsey Representatives will be on-site 
Monday, June 9TH from 1:00-4:00 PM CT or by appointment. 
Contact Lou Dempsey for your personal tour.

BIDDING: The Bidding process will be ONLINE only through 
our MarkNet Platform. The Bidding Period BEGINS Monday, 
June 9TH and ENDS Thursday, June 19TH at 1:00 PM.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 10% Buyers Premium. 10% Down on 
Sale Day with the Balance Due on or Before 30 Days from Sale 
Day.

Bidding Ends Thursday, June 19TH at 1:00 PM CT
2TQHGUUKQPCN�1HƂEG�$WKNFKPI�QP����±�#ETGU

Birmingham, Jefferson County, AL
The property is located at 2604 and 2610 Center Point Parkway

These (2) parcels will be Offered Individually or as a Whole.

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER

FORECLOSURE NOTICE
WHEREAS, default has oc-
curred in the performance 
of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a mortgage 
from SHANAISHA L. BRAY, 
UNMARRIED WOMAN 
AND LARRY ABERCROM-
BIE, UNMARRIED MAN to 
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS 
INC. AS MORTGAGEE, AS 
NOMINEE FOR HAMILTON 
MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION., on the 18th day of 
July, 2024, said mortgage 
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�
Judge of Probate of Bibb 
County, Alabama, on July 
30, 2024, in Deed/Mortgage 
Book 2024, Page 5687, Bibb 
County, Alabama Records, 
said Mortgage having sub-
sequently been transferred 
and assigned to NewRez 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing, by instru-
ment recorded in the afore-
VDLG� 3UREDWH�2I¿FH�� QRWLFH�
is hereby given that the 
undersigned NewRez LLC 
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing, as Mortgagee/
Transferee, under and by 
virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash 
at the front steps of the 
Bibb County Courthouse 

located at 35 Court Square 
East, Centreville, AL 35042 
in Centreville, Bibb County, 
Alabama, on July 15, 2025, 
during the legal hours of 
sale, all of its right, title, and 
interest in and to the follow-
ing described real estate, 
situated in Bibb County, Al-
abama, to-wit: 
LOT 6, ACCORDING TO 
THE SURVEY OF HOLLY 
HILLS, PHASE 1, AS RE-
CORDED IN MAP BOOK 3, 
PAGE 19, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE JUDGE OF PRO-
BATE OF BIBB COUNTY, 
ALABAMA.
Said legal description be-
ing controlling, however the 
property is more commonly 
known as 74 HOLLY LANE, 
CENTREVILLE, AL 35042.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an inter-
est in property the right to 
redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist that 
help persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consult-
ed to help you understand 
these rights and programs 
as a part of the foreclosure 
process.
This property will be sold on 
an “as is, where is” basis, 
subject to any easements, 
encumbrances, and excep-
WLRQV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� WKH� PRUW-
gage and those contained in 

WKH� UHFRUGV�RI� WKH�2I¿FH�RI�
the Judge of Probate in the 
county where the above-de-
scribed property is situat-
ed.  This property will be 
sold subject to the right of 
redemption of all parties en-
titled thereto and subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, whether or not 
now due and payable).  This 
sale is made for the purpose 

of paying the indebtedness 
secured by said mortgage, 
as well as the expenses of 
foreclosure.  The Mortgag-
ee/Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and purchase 
the real estate and to credit 
its purchase price against 
the expenses of sale and 
the indebtedness secured 
by the real estate.  This sale 
is subject to postponement 
or cancellation.

NewRez LLC d/b/a Shell-
point Mortgage Servicing, 
Mortgagee/Transferee
THE BELOW LAW FIRM 
MAY BE HELD TO BE ACT-
ING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR, UNDER FEDERAL 
LAW.  IF SO, ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE.
Rubin Lublin, LLC, Attorney 

for Mortgagee/Transferee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, 
Suite 100, Peachtree Cor-
ners, GA 30071
Telephone Number: (877) 
813-0992 Case No. SHP-
25-02390-1
Ad Run Dates:  06/13/2025, 
06/20/2025, 06/27/2025
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Centreville Press
June 13, 20 & 27, 2025

MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE NOTICE
Under and by virtue of the 

powers contained in cer-
tain mortgage executed by 
MARK OWENS and wife, 
KIRSTIN OWENS, to JEFF 
RUSSELL,  dated July 1, 
2024, recorded under RPB 
Book 2024 Page 4860, in 
WKH� 3UREDWH� 2I¿FH� RI� %LEE�
County, Alabama, default 
having been made in pay-
ment of the indebtedness 
secured by said mortgage 
and in the performance of 

the terms of said mortgage, 
the undersigned, having 
declared due and payable 
the entire indebtedness 
secured by said mortgage, 
will, within the legal hours 
of sale on July 14, 2025, 
sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash at 
the Court Square East en-
trance of the Bibb County 
Courthouse at Centreville, 
Alabama, the following de-
scribed real estate, situated 
in BIBB COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA:

A parcel of land contain-
ing 050 acres, located in the 
NW ¼ of the NW ¼, Sec-
tion 15, Township 22 South, 
Range 6 West, Bibb Coun-
ty, Alabama, described as 
follows:

Commence at the North-
east corner of said ¼-¼ 
section and run South 0 
degrees 19 minutes 23 sec-
onds West along the East 
boundary 167.50 feet to an 
iron pin, said point being the 
SRLQW� RI� EHJLQQLQJ�� WKHQFH�
continue on the same line 

������� � IHHW�� WKHQFH� UXQ�
North 89 degrees 57 min-
utes 39 seconds West 
������IHHW��WKHQFH�UXQ�1RUWK�
0 degrees 19 minutes 23 
seconds East parallel to the 
East boundary of said ¼-¼ 
section 167.54 feet to an 
LURQ� SLQ�� WKHQFH� UXQ� 6RXWK�
89 degrees 57 minutes 39 
seconds East 130.0 feet 
to the point of beginning, 
subject to an easement 25 
feet in width along the East 
boundary.      

ADDRESS:  29 Stormi 

Lane, West Blocton, AL  
35184

Source of Title (Mort-
gage):  RPB Book 2024, 
3*�������3UREDWH�2I¿FH�RI�
Bibb County, Alabama

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an inter-
est in property the right to 
redeem the property under 
certain circumstances.  Pro-
grams may also exist that 
help persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process.  An 
attorney should be consult-
ed to help you understand 

these rights and programs 
as a part of the foreclosure 
process.

The proceeds of said 
sale shall be distributed and 
applied in accordance with 
the terms of said mortgage.

JEFF RUSSELL
ROBERT SCOTT DOOL-

EY, P.C.
Attorney for Mortgagee
118 18th Street North
Bessemer, Alabama  

35020
CENTREVILLE PRESS
June 13, 20 & 27, 2025

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF BIBB

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by 
that certain mortgage and 
security agreement exe-
cuted by EARNESTINE 
EATON BARGER A/K/A 
EARNESTINE BARG-
ER, a single person, and 
BOBBY LEE ALBRIGHT 
and TRACI DIANE BARG-
ER, a married couple, on 
the 18th day of July 2023, 
to 21ST MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, as 
recorded in Real Property 
Book 412, Page 146, in the 
RI¿FH�RI�WKH�3UREDWH�-XGJH�
RI� %LEE� &RXQW\�� $ODEDPD��
21ST MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, as 
Mortgagee, by reason of 
such default having declared 
all of the indebtedness 
secured by said mortgage 
and security agreement 

due and payable and such 
default continuing, notice 
is hereby given that, acting 
under the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage 
and security agreement, 
and as authorized by 
Section 7-9A-604(a)(2) 
of the Code of Alabama 
of 1975 as amended, 
21ST MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, as 
Mortgagee, will sell at 
public outcry, for cash to 
the highest bidder, in front 
of the Courthouse door, in 
the City of Centreville, Bibb 
County, Alabama, during 
the legal hours of sale on 
July 9, 2025, the following 
described real and personal 
property situated in Bibb 
County, Alabama, to-wit:
A parcel of land located 
in the SE 1/4 of the NW 
1/4, Section 13, Township 
24 North, Range 9 East, 
Bibb County, Alabama, de-
scribed as follows: Com-
mence at the Northwest 

corner of said 1/4 – 1/4 
VHFWLRQ�� WKHQFH� UXQ� 6RXWK�
89°31’45” East along the 
North boundary 378.00 feet 
to an iron and the Point 
of Beginning of this de-
VFULSWLRQ�� WKHQFH� FRQWLQXH�
along the same line South 
89°31’45” East 378.00 feet 
to an iron on the West right 
of way of Old Highway No. 
��� WKHQFH� UXQ� DORQJ� VDLG�
right of way South 17°13’20” 
West 159.45 feet to an iron 
where said right of way 
intersects with the North 
boundary of a 30 foot ease-
PHQW�� WKHQFH� UXQ� DORQJ� WKH�
North boundary of said 
easement North 88°54’20” 
:HVW��������IHHW�WR�DQ�LURQ��
thence run North 02°37’58” 
East 149.11 feet to the point 
of beginning. 
AND ALSO, the following 
described easement:
An Easement 30 feet in 
width for the purpose of in-
gress-egress whose cen-
terline is described as fol-

lows: Commence at the NW 
corner of the SE 1/4 of NW 
1/4, Section 13, Township 
24 North, Range 9 East, 
%LEE� &RXQW\�� $ODEDPD��
thence run South 02°37’58” 
:HVW� ������� IHHW�� WKHQFH�
run South 88°54’18” East 
113.72 feet to a point in the 
centerline of said easement 
and the Point of Beginning of 
WKLV� GHVFULSWLRQ�� WKHQFH� UXQ�
along said centerline South 
48°54’20” East 597.33 feet 
to a point on the West right 
of way of Old Highway No. 
5, said point being the termi-
nation of said easement.
INCLUDING a security inter-
est in one (1) 2023 Hamilton 
manufactured home, Serial 
1R�� ++��$/������� WRJHWK-
er with the hereditaments 
and appurtenances thereun-
WR�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�DOO�¿[WXUHV�
now attached to and used in 
connection with the premis-
es herein described.
This property will be sold 
on an “as is, where is” ba-

sis, subject to any ease-
ments, encumbrances, and 
H[FHSWLRQV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� WKH�
mortgage and those con-
tained in the records of the 
RI¿FH� RI� WKH� -XGJH� RI� 3UR-
bate of the county where the 
above-described property is 
situated.  This property will 
be sold without warranty or 
recourse, expressed or im-
plied as to title, use and/or 
enjoyment and will be sold 
subject to the right of re-
demption of all parties enti-
tled thereto.
Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an inter-
est in property the right to 
redeem the property under 
certain circumstances.  Pro-
grams may also exist that 
help persons avoid or delay 
the foreclosure process.  An 
attorney should be consult-
ed to help you understand 
these rights and programs 
as a part of the foreclosure 
process.
Said sale will be made sub-

ject to any existing Fed-
eral Tax Lien, if any, and/
or Special Assessments, if 
any, which might adversely 
affect the title to the subject 
property.
Said sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness secured by 
the above-described mort-
gage, and the proceeds 
thereof will be applied as 
provided by the terms of the 
said mortgage. This sale is 
subject to postponement or 
FDQFHOODWLRQ�� FRQWDFW� 0DU-
gery Oglesby at the phone 
number shown below prior 
to attending the sale.
Kristofor D. Sodergren
Attorney for 21st Mortgage 
Corporation
ROSEN HARWOOD, P.A.
2200 Jack Warner Pkwy 
Ste 200
P.O. Box 2727
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403
(205) 344-5000
Centreville Press
June 13, 20 & 27, 2025

The Cahaba River, 
winding gently through 
central Alabama, is a 
vital part of the state’s 
natural, cultural, and 
environmental history. As 
Alabama’s longest free-
ÀRZLQJ� ULYHU�� WKH� &DKDED�
stretches approximately 
194 miles, originating 
in St. Clair County and 
eventually merging with 
the Alabama River near 
Selma. Known for its 
exceptional biodiversity 
and scenic beauty, the 
Cahaba has also played 
D� VLJQL¿FDQW� UROH� LQ� WKH�
development of Alabama’s 
communities, industries, 
and environmental 

conservation efforts.
The Cahaba River’s 

name is believed to have 
originated from the Cahaba 
(or Cahawba) people, a 
Native American tribe 
once part of the larger 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 
Long before European 
settlers arrived, Indigenous 
tribes relied on the river for 
¿VKLQJ�� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�� DQG�
agriculture. As European 
settlers moved into the 
region during the 18th 
and 19th centuries, the 
Cahaba River became 
a key geographical 
feature for settlement and 
commerce. Its fertile banks 
supported early plantations 
and communities, and 
its waters powered mills 
and supported riverboat 

transportation.
One of the most 

KLVWRULFDOO\� VLJQL¿FDQW�
sites along the Cahaba 
is Old Cahawba, located 
QHDU� WKH� ULYHU¶V� FRQÀXHQFH�
with the Alabama River. In 
1819, the town of Cahawba 
was designated as the 
¿UVW� FDSLWDO� RI� $ODEDPD��
However, due to frequent 
ÀRRGLQJ� DQG� SROLWLFDO�
disputes, the capital was 
moved to Tuscaloosa in 
1826. Cahawba faded into 
a ghost town, but today it 
serves as a historical and 
archaeological site that 
draws visitors interested in 
Alabama’s early statehood.

Ecologically, the 
Cahaba River is one of 
the most biologically 
rich river systems in the 

The History of the Cahaba River: 
Alabama’s Natural Treasure

United States. It is home 
to: Over 135 species of 
IUHVKZDWHU� ¿VK��0RUH� WKDQ�
50 species of freshwater 
mussels, Dozens of rare 
and endemic plant species, 
including the iconic 
Cahaba Lily (Hymenocallis 
coronaria) The Cahaba 
/LO\��ZKLFK� EORRPV� EULHÀ\ 
in late spring, has become 
a symbol of the river’s 
uniqueness and resilience. 
The Cahaba Lily Festival, 
held annually in West 
Blocton, celebrates this 
natural marvel and 
raises awareness of river 
conservation.

Despite its beauty, the 
Cahaba River has faced 
VLJQL¿FDQW� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
pressures over the years. 
Urban development, 
agricultural runoff, and 
industrial pollution have 
threatened its waters 
and wildlife. In the 20th 
century, the growth of the 

Birmingham metropolitan 
area put stress on the river 
through increased demand 
for water and waste 
discharge. In response, 
numerous conservation 
efforts have taken root. 
Organizations such as the 
Cahaba River Society and 
The Nature Conservancy 
have worked tirelessly to 
protect the river through 
advocacy, education, clean-
up initiatives, and habitat 
restoration. Their work has 
helped preserve the Cahaba 
as a source of drinking 
water for thousands and as 
a haven for wildlife.

Today, the Cahaba River 
is not just a historical 
UHOLF� RU� D� VFLHQWL¿F�
treasure—it is a place of 
recreation, inspiration, and 
community connection. 
Canoeing, kayaking, 
hiking, birdwatching, and 
photography are popular 
activities that draw people 

to its serene banks. As 
Alabama continues to 
grow, the Cahaba River 
serves as a powerful 
reminder of the need to 
balance progress with 
preservation. Its story is 
one of survival—through 
ÀRRGV��KXPDQ�LPSDFW��DQG�
changing times.

The history of the 
Cahaba River is deeply 
intertwined with the story 
of Alabama itself. From 
Native American heritage 
and early statehood to 
ecological wonders and 
modern conservation, the 
&DKDED� FRQWLQXHV� WR� ÀRZ�
through time—quietly 
shaping the land and the 
lives around it. By honoring 
and protecting this natural 
resource, we ensure that 
future generations will also 
be able to stand at its banks 
and witness the beauty 
and history of Alabama’s 
beloved river.
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Have you ever taken a work 
call in the carpool line? Be 
honest! Yes! Tina Sanford has 
called to pick up coffee cream-
er or something from the store. 
Lol 

What’s one task you wish 
you could outsource forever 
— laundry, dishes, or helping 
with homework? Laundry 

What’s your secret weapon 
for keeping the family calen-
dar from total chaos? There is 
no secret 

What’s your favorite local 
event or tradition that brings 
everyone together? Of course 
I am going to say Relay for 
Life. This event brings fam-
ily, friends, schools and the 

whole county together as a 
whole to Honor our Survivors 
and Remember those who lost 
the Fight. It gives everyone 
the opportunity to enjoy the 
performances from the local 
schools and performers and 
raise funds for the American 
Cancer Society. Relay has an 
annual Pageant and Commu-
nity Easter Egg Hunts. I Hope 
this organization will continue  
to grow and more will be in-
volved. 

If you had one free day to 
volunteer anywhere in the 
community, where would you 
go?  Speaking of volunteering 
I would love for our Miss and 
Mister Relay for Life pageant 
Winners to be involved in 
the community events as the 

Queens from Neighboring c\
Counties. Our community has 
a lot to offer, and I personally 
couldn’t just pick one day and 
one organization. I do believe 
I would be doing some type of 
fundraiser for Relay for Life.

What’s something your 
community does that makes 
you proud to live there? I really 
like the events the community 
has such as Celebration on the 
Green, Parades and the variety 
of sports the kids can partici-
pate in. The Miracle League of 
Bibb County is something new 
and much needed for our com-
munity. 

Have you ever said “yes” 
to one too many committees? 
(How’d that go?) Well Relay 
for Life is the First weekend 

in May and National Correc-
tions Week in the second week 
of May, so I am really busy for 
the first two weeks of May try-
ing to give 100 percent to both. 

What’s a small act of kind-
ness you’ve seen in the com-
munity that made a big im-
pact? Everyone comes out and 
supports community events 
and people still open doors.

What’s one thing you do 
just for you — no guilt al-
lowed? I go to Fit Life on the 
weekends and my me time and 
I must watch any new episodes 
of THE ROOKIE. 

Which TV movie mom do 
you relate to the most — and 
why? I just can’t relate to any 
Movie mom or TV Moms I 
would love to be Candace 
Cameron Bure who played 
in Hallmark Movies. One of 
my coworkers, Faylor Rutley 
(from Moundville) says I am 
between Reese Witherspoon 
in Legally Blonde and Olivia 
Benson from Law and Order: 

SVU because I find out the 
who, what when and where 
and how. I am straight to point, 
and I get the job done. 

What’s your “mom super-
power” that your kids (or co-
workers!) would totally agree 
with? I think talking is my su-
perpower. I just love to talk my 
nick name at work is “33/40”, 
And my son Braden talks just 
as much as I do. 

What’s the funniest thing 
your child has said about your 
job or community work? Oh, 
Braden is funny. you never 
know what he is going to say. 
A few years back he said he 
wanted to be correctional Of-
ficer, and he would let all the 
prisoners out. Now he says he 
is going to be the Warden so he 
can be the Boss. He pretends 
to be an officer in Walmart 
sometimes He says “Code Red 
Aisle 23 “while talking into a 
shirt tag. On a positive note, 
He loves to help with Relay 
for Life. He is on the commit-

tee as a Youth Volunteer. We 
used two of his suggestions 
this year He wanted to have 
the Kiss the Pig contest, and 
he suggested the students at 
his school (Brent Elementary) 
sing the National Anthem. So, 
we rolled with both ideas, and 
he is a BIG help too. He will 
help hide Easter Eggs during 
community Egg Hunts, but he 
doesn’t understand he can’t 
finds eggs he has hidden… lol 

If you could create a bum-
per sticker that sums up 
your life, what would it say? 
BUSYMOM 

Some fun questions with 
some fun answers!

“Exploring your commu-
nity allows you to uncover its 
hidden gems and forge mean-
ingful connections with your 
neighbors.” Thank you, Ryan 
Thompson, for taking the time 
to answer our questions so that 
we may get to know you and 
your family on a more person-
al level.”
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Nestled in the peaceful 
countryside of Brierfield, 
Alabama, just a short drive 
from home, lies one of our 
state’s most fascinating 
treasures—Brierfield His-
torical State Park. I recently 
had the pleasure of spend-
ing time with Erin Hall, the 
park’s friendly and knowl-
edgeable manager, who 
shared a wealth of informa-
tion about all the park has 
to offer—and let me tell 
you, there’s something for 

everyone!
Covering 45 acres of nat-

ural beauty and rich history, 
Brierfield Historical State 
Park brings Alabama’s 
past to life in a way that’s 
both fun and educational. 
Whether you’re planning a 
relaxing weekend getaway, 
a family reunion, or even a 
wedding, Brierfield has just 
the right backdrop.

Looking to unplug and 
enjoy the great outdoors? 
You’re in luck! The park 
offers a wide variety of 
overnight options:

The Brierfield Bunk-

house – sleeps up to 16 
people, perfect for church 
groups, scouts, or large 
families.

 Cabins – such as Ad-
elaides (Primitive), and 
other cabins like Hubbard, 
Lightsey, Sunshine Mor-
ton, and Hayes Morton 
cabins—each full of rustic 
charm and a true step back 
in time.

Camping Sites – 35 
peaceful spots nestled be-
side a stream. Choose from 
full hook-ups (water, pow-
er, and sewer), partial hook-
ups (water and power), or 
primitive tent sites. It’s all 
first come, first served, so 
arrive early!

Hot day? Cool off in the 
on-site pool, which is also 
available for private par-

ties. If you prefer dry land, 
lace up your hiking boots 
or hop on your bike and ex-
plore nature trails, perfect 
for birdwatching or just 
enjoying the serenity of the 
woods.

The park is also a popular 
destination for weddings, 
birthday parties, family re-
unions, and more. Unique 
historical venues include:

Mulberry Church
Ashby Post Office
Superintendent’s House
Stephens Pavilion
Bridge Pavilion
BBQ Pavilion
Each space offers its own 

unique charm and character 
for creating unforgettable 
memories.

There is also something 
for everyone like:

Monthly Events – From 
FREE outdoor movie 
nights (just bring your lawn 
chair!) to historical re-
enactments like the NSSA 
Deep South Region Skir-
mish, there’s always some-
thing happening.

Bow Range – Archery 
enthusiasts can enjoy the 
designated bow range, 
available with proper licen-
sure.

Playground – Kids can 
burn off energy on the up-
dated play equipment, giv-
ing parents a chance to re-

lax
Whether you’re looking 

to unplug, explore, cel-
ebrate, or learn, Brierfield 
Historical State Park is the 
perfect destination. Rich in 
history and hospitality, it’s 
a spot you’ll want to return 
to again and again. Be sure 
to follow their social media 
or check the website for the 
latest updates on events and 
availability.

Make plans to visit 
soon—you just might fall 
in love with this hidden 
gem right in our backyard!

Discover the Charm of Brierfield Historical State Park: 
A Hidden Gem in Alabama


