
For more than two de-
FDGHV��2I¿FHU�&KULV�&URFN-
er has been a steadfast 
¿JXUH�LQ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
GHGLFDWLQJ� KLV� OLIH� WR� WKH�
VDIHW\� DQG� ZHOO�EHLQJ� RI�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�KH�VHUYHV��
:LWK�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�H[-
SHULHQFH� XQGHU� KLV� EHOW��
2I¿FHU� &URFNHU� KDV� EXLOW�
D� FDUHHU� GH¿QHG� E\� LQ-
WHJULW\�� FRPPLWPHQW�� DQG�
FRXUDJH�

)URP� KLV� ¿UVW� GD\� RQ�
WKH� IRUFH�� 2I¿FHU� &URFN-
HU�KDV�VKRZQ�XQZDYHULQJ�
GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� XSKROGLQJ�
WKH� ODZ� DQG� SURWHFWLQJ�
FLWL]HQV�� :KHWKHU� UH-
VSRQGLQJ� WR� HPHUJHQFLHV��
SDWUROOLQJ� QHLJKERUKRRGV��
RU�PHQWRULQJ�\RXQJHU�RI-
¿FHUV�� KLV� FDOP� SUHVHQFH�
DQG� SURIHVVLRQDOLVP� KDYH�
PDGH�D�ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW�

,Q�DQ�HUD�ZKHQ�WUXVW�LQ�
ODZ� HQIRUFHPHQW� LV� PRUH�
LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�HYHU��2I¿-
FHU�&URFNHU�KDV�UHPDLQHG�

D�VKLQLQJ�H[DPSOH�RI�ZKDW�
LW� PHDQV� WR� VHUYH� ZLWK�
KRQRU��+LV�OHJDF\�LQFOXGHV�
QRW� RQO\� WKH� FDVHV� KH¶V�
VROYHG� DQG� WKH� OLYHV� KH¶V�
KHOSHG� VDYH�� EXW� DOVR� WKH�
FRXQWOHVV� LQGLYLGXDOV�KH¶V�
LQÀXHQFHG� WKURXJK� KLV�
NLQGQHVV�DQG�PHQWRUVKLS�

$V� KH� PDUNV� RYHU� ���

\HDUV�RI�VHUYLFH��WKH�FRP-
PXQLW\�H[SUHVVHV�KHDUWIHOW�
JUDWLWXGH� WR�2I¿FHU�&KULV�
&URFNHU� IRU� KLV� HQGXULQJ�
FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�WKH�SRV-
LWLYH�GLIIHUHQFH�KH�FRQWLQ-
XHV�WR�PDNH�HYHU\�GD\�

7KDQN� \RX�� 2I¿FHU�
&URFNHU�� IRU� \RXU� VHUYLFH�
DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�
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ARC Bibb County Programs  “Open House”  will be held 
Sunday, June 8th from 2pm-4pm at Brent Baptist Church Fellowship Hall.
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Let us know what is going on in your community!

205.926.9769  |  editor@centrevillepress.com
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Community Calendar
June 7th- Join us Saturday June 7th at 6pm for the 1st Saturday Night Singing at Cedar Grove 

Church 30 Cedar Grove Rd West Blocton. Singers will be Russell Magni from Legacy Gospel 
and friends with more from off the floor.

June 12th-13th – ForestHER Workshop at Minooka Park, Jemison, AL 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
contact Lynn Dickinson for info at 334-303-8360.

June 17th- The Bibb County Democratic executive meeting is meeting  June 17, 2025,  at 6 p.m. a t 
the Sawmeal Restaurant.  Marsha Sturdevant will be our guest speaker, chair of the Shelby 

County Democractic executive committee. 
June 20th-21st – Griffin Farms Rodeo  Gates open at 6:00. Rodeo at 8:00 p.m.

June 23 – 25 - 4-H Community Clubs 2025 Summer Camp (ages 9-13) 
June 27th: Brierfield Ironworks' FIRST EVER  Movie  Night!  This is a FREE event. We  will have  

food  trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring   your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm. 
July 12th – Celebration on the Green

July 25th: Brierfield Ironworks' Movie Night! This is a FREE event!  There  will  be food trucks 
available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm.  

 August 22nd: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night!  This is a FREE event. There will be food trucks 
available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring  your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm. 

 September 5th: Brierfield Ironworks Movie Night!  This is a FREE event. There  will be food 
trucks available. Movie will be outdoors, so bring your  lawn chairs! Movie starts at 7pm. 
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7KHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�OLNH�WKH�
VRXQG� RI� D� VROLG� WHH� VKRW�
HFKRLQJ�DFURVV�D�IUHVKO\�FXW�
IDLUZD\��7KH� GD\V� DUH� ORQ-
JHU��WKH�JUHHQV�DUH�VPRRWK��
DQG� VXPPHU� JROI� LV� KHUH��
:KHWKHU�\RX¶YH�SOD\HG�IRU�
\HDUV�RU�MXVW�VWDUWHG��QRZ�LV�
WKH� SHUIHFW� WLPH� WR� JHW� RXW�
RQ�WKH�FRXUVH�

7KH� %LEE� &RXQW\�
&KDPEHU� RI� &RPPHUFH� LV�
JHDULQJ�XS�IRU�LWV�KLJKO\�DQ-
WLFLSDWHG������$QQXDO�*ROI�
7RXUQDPHQW�� VFKHGXOHG� IRU�
)ULGD\��-XQH�����DW�&DKDED�

)DOOV�&RXQWU\�&OXE�LQ�&HQ-
WUHYLOOH��$ODEDPD�

7KLV� \HDU¶V� HYHQW� ZLOO�
IHDWXUH� DQ� ���KROH�� ��SHU-
VRQ� VFUDPEOH� IRUPDW�� 3UR-
FHHGV� IURP�WKH� WRXUQDPHQW�
ZLOO� JR� WRZDUG� DGYDQFLQJ�
HFRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW� HI-
IRUWV�LQ�%LEE�&RXQW\��ZLWK�D�
NH\�IRFXV�RQ�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�
&KDPEHU¶V� ZHEVLWH�� 7KH�
SODQQHG�LPSURYHPHQWV�DLP�
WR� SURYLGH� EHWWHU� FRPPX-
QLFDWLRQ� RQ� ORFDO� SURMHFWV�
DQG� RQJRLQJ� GHYHORSPHQW�
LQLWLDWLYHV�

³:H¶YH� KDG� D� JUHDW� UH-
sponse from sponsors and 
SDUWLFLSDQWV� VR� IDU�´� VDLG�

%ULDQ� +LOVRQ�� ([HFXWLYH�
'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH� &KDPEHU��
³1RWDEOH� VXSSRUWHUV� WKLV�
\HDU�LQFOXGH�5DGR�0HFKDQ-
LFDO� *URXS�� :HVWHUYHOW��
%XIIDOR�5RFN��6WHOOD�-RQHV��
/KRLVW�� DQG�)DUP�DQG�)RU-
HVW�%URNHUV�´

$Q\RQH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�
VSRQVRULQJ�RU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
LQ�WKH�WRXUQDPHQW�FDQ�YLVLW�
WKH� %LEE� &RXQW\� &KDPEHU�
RI� &RPPHUFH� )DFHERRN�
SDJH�� /RFDWH� WKH� WRXUQD-
PHQW�SRVW�DQG�VFDQ�WKH�45�
FRGH� WR� UHVHUYH� D� VSRW²
EXW�GRQ¶W�ZDLW� WRR� ORQJ��DV�
VSDFHV� DUH� ¿OOLQJ� TXLFNO\��
/XQFK�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�

Bibb County Chamber to Host 
2025 Annual Golf Tournament

,Q� WKH� QLJKWWLPH� KRXUV�
RI�0RQGD\� �� -XQH����������
D� ND\DNHU� FDSVL]HG� LQ� WKH�
&DKDED� 5LYHU� QHDU� %ULHU-
¿HOG��$ODEDPD��ZLWKLQ�%LEE�
&RXQW\�� 'HVSLWH� WKH� LQFL-
GHQW�� WKH�ND\DNHU�PDQDJHG�
WR�VHOI�UHVFXH�DQG�ZDV�VDIH-
O\�UHXQLWHG�ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\��
WKDQNV� WR� WKH� FRRUGLQDWHG�
HIIRUWV� RI� ORFDO� HPHUJHQF\�
VHUYLFHV�

7KH�%LEE�&RXQW\�6KHU-
LII¶V� 2I¿FH� UHTXHVWHG� PX-
WXDO� DLG� DIWHU� UHFHLYLQJ� D�
UHSRUW� RI� D� FDSVL]HG�ND\DN�
ZLWK�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��
5HVFXH� XQLWV� 5����� 5�����

DQG� (���� IURP� %ULHU¿HOG�
9ROXQWHHU� )LUH� 	� 5HVFXH��
FRPSULVLQJ� VHYHQ� SHUVRQ-
QHO��UHVSRQGHG�SURPSWO\�WR�
WKH�VFHQH��

8SRQ� DUULYDO�� UHVSRQG-
HUV�GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�WKH�ND\-
DNHU� KDG� DOUHDG\� VHOI�UHV-
FXHG� DQG�ZDV� ORFDWHG� LQ� D�
VHFOXGHG�VHFWLRQ�RI�ZRRGV��
8WLOL]LQJ� XSGDWHG� FHOO�
SKRQH� FRRUGLQDWHV� SURYLG-
HG� E\� %LEE� &RXQW\� (�����
D�%LEE�GHSXW\�DQG�D�%ULHU-
¿HOG�SDUDPHGLF�TXLFNO\�OR-
FDWHG� WKH� ND\DNHU��+H�ZDV�
then transported to a nearby 
VWDJLQJ� DUHD�ZKHUH� KH�ZDV�
UHXQLWHG�ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\�

2I¿FLDOV� QRWHG� WKDW� WKH�
ND\DNHU¶V� SUHSDUHGQHVV�

DQG� DELOLW\� WR� UHPDLQ� FDOP�
XQGHU� SUHVVXUH� VLJQL¿FDQW-
O\� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� SRVL-
WLYH� RXWFRPH�� $XWKRULWLHV�
H[WHQGHG� VSHFLDO� WKDQNV� WR�
WKH� %LEE� &RXQW\� 6KHULII¶V�
2I¿FH��%LEE�&RXQW\�(�����
DQG�:RRGVWRFN�3ROLFH�'H-
SDUWPHQW� IRU� WKHLU� DVVLV-
WDQFH� LQ� WKH� UHVFXH� RSHUD-
WLRQ�

7KLV�LQFLGHQW�VHUYHV�DV�D�
UHPLQGHU�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
of safety and preparedness 
ZKHQ�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�ZDWHU�DF-
WLYLWLHV�� 7KH� FROODERUDWLYH�
HIIRUWV� RI� ORFDO� HPHUJHQF\�
VHUYLFHV� HQVXUHG� D� VXF-
FHVVIXO� UHVFXH� DQG� D� VDIH�
UHXQLRQ�IRU�WKH�ND\DNHU�DQG�
KLV�IDPLO\�

Kayaker Self-Rescues After 
Capsizing in Cahaba River

+RQRULQJ�2ͿFHU�&KULV�&URFNHU��
Over 20 Years of Dedicated Service

,Q� HYHU\� VXFFHVVIXO�
VFKRRO�� EH\RQG� WKH� WH[W-
ERRNV�DQG�WHVWV�� LV�D�SHUVRQ�
TXLHWO\� VKDSLQJ� IXWXUHV²�
WKH� VFKRRO� FRXQVHORU��2IWHQ�
WKH� ¿UVW� WR� QRWLFH� ZKHQ� D�
VWXGHQW�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�DQG�WKH�
ODVW� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKHLU� TXLHW�
YLFWRULHV�� VFKRRO� FRXQVHORUV�
DUH� WKH� KHDUWEHDW� RI� VWXGHQW�
ZHOO�EHLQJ�

$�FRXQVHORU�ZHDUV�PDQ\�
KDWV�� DGYRFDWH�� OLVWHQHU��
PHQWRU�� DQG� JXLGH�� 7KH\�
KHOS� VWXGHQWV� QDYLJDWH� DF-
DGHPLF� FKDOOHQJHV�� VRFLDO�
SUHVVXUHV�� DQG� HPRWLRQDO�
VWUXJJOHV��:KHWKHU�LW¶V�KHOS-
LQJ� D� FKLOG� FRSH�ZLWK� DQ[L-
HW\�� JXLGLQJ� D� WHHQ� WKURXJK�
FROOHJH� DSSOLFDWLRQV�� RU�
PHGLDWLQJ� SHHU� FRQÀLFW�� WKH�
FRXQVHORU¶V� GRRU� LV� DOZD\V�
RSHQ²DQG� WKDW� RSHQ� GRRU�
FDQ�PDNH�DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�

7KHLU�ZRUN�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�
MXVW� UHVSRQGLQJ� WR� SURE-
OHPV�� 6FKRRO� FRXQVHORUV�
KHOS� EXLOG� D� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU�
OLIHORQJ�VXFFHVV�E\�WHDFKLQJ�
FRSLQJ� VNLOOV�� HQFRXUDJLQJ�
VHOI�UHÀHFWLRQ��DQG�IRVWHULQJ�
UHVLOLHQFH�� 7KH\� FKDPSLRQ�
HYHU\� FKLOG�� QR�PDWWHU� WKHLU�
EDFNJURXQG�RU�DELOLW\�

,Q� D� ZRUOG� ZKHUH� VWX-
GHQWV� IDFH� LQFUHDVLQJ� SUHV-
VXUHV��KDYLQJ�D�WUXVWHG�DGXOW�
ZKR� OLVWHQV� ZLWKRXW� MXGJ-
PHQW� DQG� EHOLHYHV� LQ� WKHLU�

SRWHQWLDO�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�WKLQJ��
7KDW¶V� WKH� TXLHW�� VWHDG\�
PDJLF� RI� D� VFKRRO� FRXQVHO-
RU²KHOSLQJ� VWXGHQWV� ¿QG�
WKHLU�ZD\��RQH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
DW�D�WLPH��

³,� KDG� WKH� SULYLOHJH� RI�
LQWHUYLHZLQJ� %UHQW� (OH-
PHQWDU\� 6FKRRO� FRXQVHORU�
&RQQLH� -RKQVRQ�� /HW¶V� WDNH�
D�PRPHQW�WR�UHDG�DQG�JHW�WR�
NQRZ�KHU�EHWWHU�´

&RQQLH�� WHOO� XV� DERXW�
\RXUVHOI�� +HOOR�� 0\� QDPH�
LV�&RQQLH�-RKQVRQ��DQG�,�DP�
SURXG�WR�VHUYH�DV�WKH�6FKRRO�
&RXQVHORU�DW�%UHQW�(OHPHQ-
WDU\�6FKRRO�� ,� KDYH�KDG� WKH�
MR\�DQG�SULYLOHJH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�
LQ�WKH�%LEE�&RXQW\�DUHD�IRU�
RYHU� ��� \HDUV�� GHGLFDWLQJ�
P\�FDUHHU�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�DQG�
JXLGLQJ� RXU� ZRQGHUIXO� VWX-
GHQWV��,W�LV�WUXO\�DQ�KRQRU�WR�
ZDON�DORQJVLGH�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�
HGXFDWLRQDO� DQG� SHUVRQDO�
MRXUQH\V�

'R�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�SHWV"�,�
GRQ¶W� KDYH� DQ\� SHWV²WXUQV�
RXW� ,¶P� DOOHUJLF� WR� PRVW� RI�
WKHP�� �%XW� ,� VWLOO� HQMR\� DG-
PLULQJ�WKHP�IURP�DIDU��

:KDW¶V� WKH� PRVW� XQH[-
SHFWHGO\� IXQQ\� WKLQJ� D� VWX-
GHQW� KDV� HYHU� VDLG� GXULQJ�
D� FRXQVHOLQJ� VHVVLRQ"�$V� D�
VFKRRO� FRXQVHORU�� ,¶P� DO-
ZD\V�PLQGIXO�RI�FRQ¿GHQWL-
DOLW\�DQG�WKH�VDFUHG�WUXVW�EH-
WZHHQ� VWXGHQWV� DQG�P\VHOI��
:KLOH� ,� FDQ¶W� VKDUH� ZKDW�
KDSSHQV� LQ� VHVVLRQV�� ,� GR�
ZDQW� WR� VKDUH� D� OLJKWKHDUW-

HG� DQG� WRXFKLQJ� PRPHQW�
WKDW�RFFXUUHG�RXWVLGH�RI� WKH�
FRXQVHOLQJ�VHWWLQJ�

2QH�GD\�� ,�ZDV�JUHHWLQJ�
D� GHDU� IULHQG� DQG� VXEVWLWXWH�
WHDFKHU��0UV��$PDQGD�:DW-
NLQV�� ZLWK� D� ZDUP� KXJ�� $�
QHDUE\� VWXGHQW�� REVHUYLQJ�
RXU�LQWHUDFWLRQ��ORRNHG�DW�XV�
ZLWK� JHQXLQH� FXULRVLW\� DQG�
LQQRFHQFH� DQG� VDLG�� ³<¶DOO�
DUH�KXJJLQJ�DQG�VKH¶V�FKRF-
RODWH��PH���DQG�\RX¶UH�YDQLO-
OD��$PDQGD��´

:H�KDGQ¶W�WKRXJKW�DERXW�
LW� WKDW� ZD\� EHIRUH�� EXW� LW�
PDGH� XV� VPLOH�� )URP� WKDW�
day forward, Amanda and 
,� KDYH� DIIHFWLRQDWHO\� FDOOHG�
HDFK� RWKHU� ³P\� FKRFRODWH�
DQG�YDQLOOD�IULHQG�´

See Community Con-
nect on page 2

The Heart of the Hallway: The 
Role of a School Counselor 

with Connie Johnson

PRESCRIBED BURN SCHEDULED AT AMERIGAS FACILITY JUNE 10TH
Brent & Centreville Volunteer Fire Departments announced that the 

AmeriGas facility located on Belcher Street near Bibb Medical Center in 
Centreville will be conducting a prescribed burn on Tuesday, June 10, be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m. and may continue for a few days during the day light 
hours. The team overseeing the burn is trained and equipped to ensure 
that it is carried out safely and effectively. Please be advised that resi-

dents and commuters in the area may notice smoke in the vicinity during 
WKH�PRUQLQJ�KRXUV��+RZHYHU��RI¿FLDOV�KDYH�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�¿UH�ZLOO�EH�IXOO\�
contained within the designated burn area and pose no threat to nearby 

structures or the public. . 
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The 2025 Spring Soc-
cer Championship Games 
were amazing! Each year, 
the players bring more 
heart and hustle—it’s so 
much fun to watch the 
competition grow! A big 
shoutout to our champi-
ons: 6U – NY Red Bull 
- 9U – NYC FC - 14U – 
Orndorff

“This past soccer sea-
son was our most exciting 

yet! The competition was 
fierce, and the energy was 
off the charts. Both the 6U 
and 9U division champi-
onships went into double 
overtime — talk about 
edge-of-your-seat! It’s 
clear we’re not just play-
ing soccer; we’re building 
skilled, passionate players 
across every age group.  
This summer, we’re 
thrilled to welcome UK 
International Soccer for 
an incredible camp expe-
rience. It’s a great chance 

for players to sharpen their 
skills, make new friends, 
and learn about other cul-
tures!” says Katie Crum-
pler.

Soccer Camp will take 
place this summer from 
July 7–11, from 9:00 AM 
to 12:00 PM. If your child 
is interested in soccer, this 
is a great opportunity to 
get started! Register online 
at https://www.bmcwell-
ness.com/summercamps.

(pictures by Katie Crum-
pler)

Kicks, Goals, and Glory: Spring Soccer Championship Fun!

Community Connect 
from page 1

If only more people saw 
the world through the eyes 
RI� D� FKLOG�� XQ¿OWHUHG�� VLQ-
cere, and full of wonder. It’s a 
sweet reminder of the beauty 
in diversity and the joy of hu-
man connection.

If you could invent a 
course every high school stu-
dent must take, what would it 
be? If I had the opportunity to 
create a high school course, 
it would be titled How to Be 
a Friend. In today’s world, 
where social dynamics can 
often be complicated by peer 
pressure, technology, and 
emotional struggles, students 
need a space to learn and 
practice the fundamentals of 
human connection.

What’s one thing you wish 
all parents understood about 
teenagers today? One of the 
most important things I wish 
parents and guardians under-
stood about teenagers today 
is this: even the most well-be-
haved, respectful, and loved 
child has the capacity to be 
untruthful—especially when 
they feel scared, ashamed, or 
threatened. My goal isn’t to 
accuse, but to bridge under-
standing. When we approach 
these moments with calm, 
empathy, and accountabil-
ity rather than denial, we not 
only help teenagers grow—
we keep the lines of trust and 
communication open between 
them and the adults who love 
them most.

What’s your go-to pep 
talk line when a student is 
feeling discouraged? I may 
not have a go-to pep talk line, 
but I do remind all of my stu-
dents that they are “Beautiful 
Angels.” I truly believe in the 
power of positivity and the 
strength that lies within each 
child. Every day, I encourage 
them with this simple truth: 
We have the power to make 
any day a good day “on pur-
pose” if we choose to focus 
and approach whatever we’re 
facing with the right attitude.  
It’s not about pretending ev-
erything is perfect but about 
realizing that our mindset 
matters. A good day often 
starts with a good perspec-
tive.

,I�\RXU�RI¿FH�KDG�D�WKHPH�
song every time a student 
walked in, what would it be? 
Each morning, I greet my stu-
dents with more than just a 
smile. I greet them with mu-
sic, dance, and joy! As they 
walk into school, the atmo-
VSKHUH� LV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� Xpbeat 
songs and movement, and 
yes. I take requests!

Two of their favorite 
songs are “Church Clap” and 
“Your Way’s Better.” Both 
songs carry powerful, faith-
¿OOHG�O\ULFV��DQG�ZKDW�DPD]HV�
me most is that my students 

don’t just love the beat, they 
know the words.

It’s a beautiful reminder 
that music connects us, in-
spires us, and uplifts us. Start-
ing the day, this way helps set 
the tone for learning and re-
minds every child that school 
is a place where they are seen, 
celebrated, and spiritually en-
couraged.

What’s the best piece of 
advice your daughters have 
ever given you? My daughters 
are truly my lifeline. They en-
courage me every single day 
to keep reaching for my goals 
even when the journey feels 
long or challenging. In fact, 
they were the ones who gave 
PH� WKH� ¿QDO� SXVK� WR� EHJLQ�
my Doctoral Program, and I 
couldn’t be more grateful.

Their belief in me, along 
with the unwavering support 
of my loving husband, gives 
me the strength to keep go-
ing, growing, and striving for 
more.

I love them deeply, and I 
thank God every day for the 
gift of a family that uplifts me 
with love, faith, and encour-
agement.

If your daughters were 
giving you a “Mom Report 
Card” what would you ace 
and where might you need 
“extra credit?”  If you asked 
my daughters for a little feed-
back, they’d probably say I 
need to relax more and not be 
so uptight. (Yes, I’ve heard it 
more than once!) And without 
a doubt, they’d also tell you 
I desperately need improve-
ment on my dance moves! 

What’s our favorite moth-
er-daughter tradition or ritu-
al? Some of my favorite times 
are when my daughters and I 
have a chance to slow down, 
take time off, and simply en-
joy each other’s company 
shopping, eating, and laugh-
ing together.

One tradition that means 
so much to me is how they 
never let my birthday pass 
quietly. Whether I want to or 
not, they make me celebrate, 
and I love them for it. It’s our 
special mother-daughter’s 
tradition, and it reminds me 
just how blessed I am to have 
daughters who go out of their 
way to make me feel seen, 
loved, and celebrated.

These are the moments I 
treasure the most.

When your daughters 
started driving or dating, what 
was your secret survival strat-
egy? I made sure that they 
were prepared and I prayed a 
lot! Life360 comes in handy 
as well!

Which TV or movie Mom 
do you think you’re most like 
and which would your daugh-
ter’s say? I think that I am 
Olivia Benson from Law and 
Order because I am always 
ready to protect my family! 

My girls would say that I am 
Athena Grant who is also a 
protector of her family, and 
both are in law enforcements, 
DQG� ,� DP� GH¿QLWHO\� DQ� DGYR-
cate for my students as well.

How often do your daugh-
ters come to you with ques-
tions that sound just like your 
students? None, that I can 
think of! Lol. Our daughter’s 
have always been miniature 
adults, so they don’t have any 
of the students’ questions.

'R�\RX�HYHU�¿QG�\RXUVHOI�
using your “school counselor 
voice” at home? Yes, I do! 
Especially when I feel I am 
being ignored concerning 
instructions, so I say, 1, 2, 3, 
“all eyes on me!” They just 
laugh!

What’s one thing being a 
school counselor has taught 
you about raising teenage 
girls? Being a school counsel-
or has taught me that when it 
comes to raising teenage girls, 
listening without judgment is 
everything.

I’ve learned that teenag-
ers, mine included don’t al-
ways need immediate solu-
tions. Sometimes they just 
need a safe space to be heard, 
to feel understood, and to 
know that their emotions are 
valid, even if we don’t always 
agree.

Working with students 
every day has also helped me 
realize that behind every be-
havior, there’s a reason. Most 
of all, I’ve learned that grace 
goes a long way for them and 
for us as parents! No one has 
all the answers, but love, pa-
tience, and presence speak 
louder than perfection ever 
could.

Do your daughters ask for 
advice or tell you to take a 
break from being “on duty?” 
They will ask for advice, but 
they will also let me know 
that they think they can han-
dle a situation, and I have to 
trust that what I have taught 
them will assist them in what-
ever challenge they may be 
facing.

If you wrote a book about 
wat your job and motherhood 
have taught you, what would 
the title be? Interesting, but 
I think it would be, “SEE, 
I TOLD YOU, YOU GOT 
This!”

“A big thank you to Con-
nie for taking the time to an-
swer our questions—Brent 
Elementary School is lucky to 
have such an amazing coun-
selor!” 

“Exploring your commu-
nity allows you to uncover its 
hidden gems and forge mean-
ingful connections with your 
neighbors.” Thank you again, 
Connie Johnson, for taking 
the time to answer our ques-
tions so that we may get to 
know you and your family on 
a more personal level.”

The 5th Annual Black 
Belt Birding Festi-
val, hosted by Alabama 
Audubon, is set for Au-
gust 1–3, 2025, cele-
brating the rich birdlife, 
culture, and history of 
Alabama’s Black Belt re-
gion.

This popular event 
combines birdwatch-
ing with ecotourism and 
community storytelling 
in one of the country’s 
most ecologically and 
historically significant 
areas.

This festival has grown 
tremendously, and you 
won’t find a better place 
to see Wood Storks, 
Scissor-tailed Flycatch-
ers, and Swallow-tailed 
Kites—all while learning 
about the region’s deep 
civil rights history, per 
Dr. Scot Duncan, Execu-
tive Director of Alabama 
Audubon.

The festival kicks off 
Friday, August 1 at 5 p.m. 
with a free community 
party at Project Horse-
shoe Farm in Greens-
boro, AL. featuring live 
music by singer-song-
writer Rachel Edwards 
and jazz guitarist John 
Holaway.

Saturday and Sunday 
are packed with guid-
ed birding trips across 
five counties—Dallas, 
Hale, Perry, Marengo, 
and Sumter—including 
a trek to the 100-foot 
birding tower at Perry 
Lakes Park and a begin-
ner’s bird walk in Selma, 
led by Terry Chestnut, 
Jr., son of Alabama’s 
first Black lawyer, J.L. 
Chestnut, Jr.

A highlight of the 
weekend is the visit to 
The Joe Farm, a fourth-
generation Black-owned 
ranch known for its spec-
tacular bird sightings—
where Mississippi and 
Swallow-tailed Kites 

swoop through the air be-
hind a working tractor. 
The farm has been fea-
tured on National Geo-
graphic and the BBC.

Sunday’s events will 
continue with birding at 
Old Cahawba Archaeo-
logical Park, a canoe trip 
on Perry Lakes with the 
Cahaba River Society, 
and tours of campsites 
used during the historic 
Selma to Montgomery 
March.

This year’s keynote 
speaker is author and 
filmmaker Dudley Ed-
monson. His talk, The 

Browning of Birding, 
will focus on represen-
tation, conservation, and 
the importance of di-
versity in outdoor rec-
reation. Edmonson will 
draw from his book, 
People the Planet Needs 
Now, sharing stories 
from Black and Brown 
scientists and environ-
mental leaders.

In addition to bird-
ing, the festival includes 
an arts exhibit and local 
market hosted by tex-
tile artist Aaron Sanders 
Head at Sumac Cottage 
in Greensboro.

Alabama Audubon to 
Host 5th Annual Black 
Belt Birding Festival
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Words
of

Wisdom

                     West Eoline News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Jane Hannah

                     Centreville News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Brenda Hubbard

Friends will be interested to know that 
Margaret A. Latham of Foley passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, May 22, 2025. Mar-
garet was a former resident of the Centrev-
ille-Brent area and will be greatly missed.

Charlotte West joined Perry Party of five 
for Memorial Day activities. All enjoyed a 
cookout, delicious desserts with friends and 
in the afternoon a swim in the pool.

Visiting with Larry and Vickie Speights 
on Saturday of Memorial Day weekend  
were Jim and Laura Blumefeld, Liam and 
Lily. At this time they celebrated Lilys 6th 
birthday.

On Tuesday recently Larry and Vickie 

Speights and daughters Laura and Stacie 
celebrated their parents wedding anniversa-
ry at Wasabi Japanese Cuisine.

Birthday wishes go out to several that 
have a birthday in June, Hazel Crowe, Lar-
ry Caffee, Clara Williams, Bruce Grant and 
Nancy Newman. Happy Birthday!

A speedy recovery goes out to Johnnie 
Tidwell who fell and has been in rehab,

Get well wishes and prayers go out to Ja-
son Corley who is now at home. Please keep 
this family in your prayers daily.

If you have news call it in at 205-316-
1181.

Take Care and God Bless!

Linda Burke, Jane Hannah, Diana Dailey 
& Ruth Deason enjoyed dinner at Juan’s on 
Thursday last week. As always we loved 
seeing Danny.... Jo Kitchen joined us Fri-
day night for shrimp cocktail and an eve-
ning playing Rummikub. .... Jo Hinson & 
Giada Colbeck arrived Saturday from Iowa 
and Talma Clark & Sonya O’Neal from the 
Chattanooga area.  We were joined by local  
cousins Peggy Marchant, Janice Deason, 
Karen Sewell, Louise Thomas for a dinner 
of El Gonzo and fellowship. ... Sunday we 
all joined other family & cousins... Joseph 
& Valon Marchant Family, Bobby & Gary 
Creel, George Marchant, Mark Creel, Jan 
Little, Wayne Deason Jera & Alan Fortner, 
Donna Glidewell, Deb Jacks, Ricky Creel, 
Kelly McPherson & sons, Cindy & Delain-
ey Garner, John Garner & Alexus, Brian & 
Heather Creel.  .. Sunday afternoon card 
games were played by Ruth Deason, Jo 
Kitchen, Linda Burke, Jo Hinson & Diana 

Dailey while Jane Hannah rested. ..... On 
Monday Jo & Jane received chiropractic 
care and then we recuperated from kitchen 
work and ate out in Tuscaloosa before more 
card playing.

A stomach virus kept Geneva Mullins 
and the Kinney family from attending the 
Creel Reunion.  

Diana Dailey was thrilled to spend time 
with her grandson, Crews several times this 
week.  He is a handsome “live wire”, and 
will soon be three years old.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Ruben Pate & 
Alayna Passeri June 6, Kara Hamilton & 
Emma Vessels 6-8, and Ronnie Cearlock 
6-9.

The county road work crew scraped the 
edge of West Eoline Road last week and 
hopefully they will be back real soon to 
pick up the huge clumps. 

Have a wonderful week and call or text 
478-396-2513 to share your news. 

Creel 1st cousins: Top row Ricky Creel, Diana Dailey, Gary Creel, Peggy 
Marchant, Bobby Creel, Jo Hinson, Jo Kitchen, Bottom - Janice Deason, 
Linda Burke, Talma Clark Wayne Deason, Mark Creel, Jane Hannah

“But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-
control. Against such 
things there is no law.”

A tree is known by 
the fruit it bears. In the 
same way, the life of a 
believer is recognized 
not just by words or 
outward appearance, 
but by the evidence of 
the Holy Spirit working 
within. Paul’s letter to 
the Galatians outlines 
this evidence as the 
“fruit of the Spirit” — 
a single fruit with nine 
GLVWLQFW� ÀDYRUV� WKDW� WR-
JHWKHU� UHÀHFW� WKH� FKDU-
acter of Christ.

Love: The founda-
tion of all the fruits. 
This isn’t merely affec-
tion or attraction — it’s 
DJDSH�� VHOÀHVV�� VDFUL¿-
cial love. It is the kind 
of love God shows us 
daily, and the love He 
calls us to extend to oth-
HUV��HYHQ�ZKHQ� LW¶V�GLI¿-
cult.

Joy: True joy is not 
dependent on circum-
stances. It is the deep, 

abiding gladness found 
in Christ — the assur-
ance that God is in con-
trol, that His grace is 
VXI¿FLHQW�� DQG� WKDW� +LV�
promises are trustworthy.

Peace: Peace is not the 
absence of chaos but the 
presence of Christ. It’s the 
calm assurance that comes 
from trusting God with ev-
ery detail of our lives, even 
in the storm.

Forbearance (Patience): 
In a world that demands 
instant results, patience 
is a radical act of faith. It 
teaches us to wait on God’s 
timing and to show grace to 
others, knowing we are all 
works in progress.

Kindness: Kindness 
is love in action — sim-
ple, everyday acts of 
compassion, generosity, 
and encouragement. It 
is a gentle strength that 
UHÀHFWV� WKH�KHDUW�RI�RXU�
Savior.

Goodness: Goodness 
goes beyond being nice. 
It is moral integrity, a 
heart that seeks what is 
right in God’s eyes, and 
a life that actively re-
sists evil.

Faithfulness: To be 
faithful is to be reliable, 
trustworthy, and stead-
fast. This fruit calls us 

to be consistent in our 
walk with God and loyal 
in our relationships with 
others.

Gentleness: Gentle-
ness is not weakness, 
but strength under con-
WURO�� ,W� UHÀHFWV� KXPLO-
ity and a willingness to 
yield to the Spirit rather 
than assert our own will.

Self-Control: The 
¿QDO� IUXLW� WLHV� WKHP� DOO�
together. Self-control is 
the ability to say “no” 
WR�RXU�ÀHVK�DQG�³\HV´�WR�
God. It’s the daily dis-
cipline of surrendering 
our desires to the Spirit.

These fruits are not 
developed by our own 
effort alone. They grow 
as we remain connected 
to Christ, the true Vine 
(John 15:5). The more 
we yield to the Holy 
Spirit, the more these 
qualities blossom in our 
lives — shaping our re-
lationships, transform-
ing our character, and 
glorifying God. Let this 
be a daily reminder: The 
fruit of the Spirit is not 
something we achieve, 
but something we re-
ceive — through abid-
ing, trusting, and surren-
dering to the One who 
lives within us.

Fruits of the Spirit: A Life Rooted in Christ
Let’s be real—this kind 

of thing shouldn’t bother 
me as much as it does, but 
sometimes my patience 
gets tested in the aisles 
of Walmart. There I am, 
just minding my business, 
when someone comes bar-
reling down the aisle like 
they own every inch of it. 
Their buggy is smack in the 
middle, and I’m left think-
ing, really? Is this how you 
drive on the highway too?

So, trying to be the kind 
and courteous person Jesus 
calls me to be, I stop. I wait. 
I give grace. Maybe they’ll 
notice and scoot over. But 
nope—they see me. They 
just don’t care.

Now, I wasn’t raised 
that way, and I didn’t raise 
my kids that way either. 
Some of us were taught 
to treat others the way we 
want to be treated—yes, 
even in the grocery store. 
It’s about more than man-
ners. It’s about living out 
the fruit of the Spirit—
kindness, gentleness, pa-
tience—in everyday places 
like aisles and parking lots.

Life is full of unspoken 
rules—little acts of con-
sideration that make life 
smoother for everyone. 
And as followers of Christ, 
we’re called to do even bet-
ter. We’re called to love our 
neighbor, whether we’re in 
church or in checkout line 
six.

So scroll through this 

list of unwritten rules. They 
might make you nod, laugh, 
or even say “ouch” under 
your breath. But maybe 
they’ll also remind us all to 
show up with more love—
even in the buggy battles of 
Walmart.

Unwritten Rules (that 
show a little love and a lot 
of grace):

If you’re walking in 
a group and someone is 
coming toward you, make 
room. Step aside and be the 
kind of person who consid-
HUV�RWKHUV�¿UVW�

Don’t stand in the door-
way—literally or meta-
phorically. Make space for 
people to come and go with 
ease.

Don’t Park your buggy 
in the middle of the aisle 
like it’s your personal 
driveway.

Keep your videos (and 
opinions) quiet in public. 
Headphones—and humil-
ity—go a long way.

Treat walkways like 
roads: stay right, don’t 
block the way, and be mind-
ful of those around you.

Don’t make fun of 
someone’s smile or laugh. 
God made them that way, 
and joy is a gift. Don’t steal 
it.

Always wash your 
hands—cleanliness is next 
to godliness, right?

If someone’s wearing 
headphones, they’re prob-
ably not up for a chat. Re-
spect that.

Put your buggy where it 
belongs. A little effort goes 

a long way.
In relationships, aim 

to leave people better than 
you found them—build up, 
don’t tear down.

Base your opinions on 
truth, not just emotion. 
Seek wisdom.

If you’re spending time 
with someone, give them 
your attention. Be present.

If you’ve borrowed 
something three times, it’s 
probably time to invest in 
your own.

Respect people’s 
space—it’s a form of love 
too.

Let others off the el-
evator before you hop on. 
+RQRU�JRHV�¿UVW�

On a bus or train, don’t 
plop down next to someone 
if other seats are free. Give 
people breathing room.

Don’t embarrass some-
one who’s quiet. Not every-
RQH�QHHGV�WR�¿OO�WKH�VLOHQFH�

And above all—be 
kind. Jesus didn’t say “Be 
ULJKW´�RU�³%H�¿UVW�´�+H�VDLG��
“Love one another.”

These are just a few 
simple things we can work 
on. Now more than ever, 
we need to show kindness 
and grace to one another. 
The world is already full 
of so much hurt and dark-
ness—we see it and hear it 
every day. But as believers, 
we’re called to be a light. 
Let’s lift each other up in 
love and pray earnestly for 
D� ZRUOG� WKDW� UHÀHFWV� PRUH�
of God’s peace, mercy, 
and goodness. Prayer truly 
changes things!

Aisle Grace: Living Out Love 
in Life’s Everyday Spaces

“Because He Lives” is 
one of the most beloved 
modern Christian hymns, 
ZULWWHQ� E\� WKH� SUROL¿F�
husband-and-wife song-
writing team Bill and 
Gloria Gaither. It was 
¿UVW�UHOHDVHG�LQ�������DQG�
its message of hope and 
resurrection has made it 
a cornerstone of worship 
services, Easter celebra-
tions, and personal en-
couragement for decades.

The hymn was written 
during a turbulent and un-
certain time in American 
history — the late 1960s 
and early 1970s — when 
the world was dealing 
with the Vietnam War, 
social unrest, and deep 
cultural upheaval. Amid 
this national anxiety, the 
Gaithers were also going 
through personal chal-
lenges. Bill had been re-
covering from a bout of 
mononucleosis, and the 
couple was expecting 
their third child. During 
this period, Gloria was 
feeling overwhelmed by 
the chaos of the world, 
wondering what kind of 
future their baby would 
face. She later recalled sit-
ting in a moment of deep 
fear and prayer when she 
was reminded of the res-
urrection of Jesus — the 
ultimate victory over fear, 
death, and despair. That 
reminder sparked a sense 
of peace and purpose in 
her heart, and the lyrics 
to “Because He Lives” 
began to take shape. The 
chorus, in particular, cap-

tured the profound hope 
that no matter what the 
world may bring, life is 
worth living because Je-
sus Christ lives.

The song’s simple but 
powerful lyrics are struc-
tured around key themes 
of Christian faith: Verse 
1 speaks to the assurance 
of Christ’s resurrection. 
9HUVH���LV�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�
the birth of a child and 
the courage to face an 
uncertain future. Verse 
3 points forward to the 
believer’s victory over 
death. The famous chorus 
sums it up:

Because He lives, I 
can face tomorrow

Because He lives, all 
fear is gone

Because I know He 
holds the future

And life is worth the 
living, just because He 
lives

Since its release, “Be-
cause He Lives” has been 
recorded by countless 

artists, translated into 
multiple languages, and 
sung in churches around 
the world. It continues to 
resonate with believers 
facing trials, reminding 
them of the foundational 
Christian truth: Jesus is 
alive, and that changes 
everything. In 2001, the 
song earned the Dove 
Award for Southern Gos-
pel Recorded Song of the 
Year and remains one of 
the Gaithers’ most en-
during contributions to 
Christian music. “Be-
cause He Lives” endures 
not because of poetic bril-
liance or musical com-
plexity, but because of 
its unshakable message 
of hope. In every gen-
eration, believers need 
to be reminded that the 
resurrection is not just a 
historical event — it is a 
present and living reality 
that gives us courage for 
WRGD\�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�IRU�
tomorrow.

Because He LivesBecause He Lives



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock
205-938-7479

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 205-310-1316

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-
4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
%ULHU¿HOG

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  
God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy 
Comforter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness

Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Cen-
ter
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist 
Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West 
Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
%ULHU¿HOG��������������

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The 
Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal 
Church of Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Ad-
ventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • 
Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community 
Church
926-4934
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Church Directory
Worship at the Church of your Choice

Rockco Rockco 
Funeral HomesFuneral Homes

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

We have a simple goal: to continuously provide We have a simple goal: to continuously provide 
services to meet the individual needs of your services to meet the individual needs of your 
family and ensure you are comfortable and family and ensure you are comfortable and 

secure during this emotional time.secure during this emotional time.

OBITUARIES

Plain & SimplePlain & Simple
“Slow down and enjoy the simple pleasures in life”

By: Sheila DuncanBy: Sheila Duncan

Ricky Lynn Hubbard
Ricky Lynn Hubbard, 

age 66, a lifelong resident 
of Bibb County, Al passed 
peacefully at home with 
his wife, son and daugh-
ter by his side on April 28, 
2025. Ricky was a beloved 
husband, devoted father, 
and cherished member of 
his community. Visitation 
will be held Monday May 
5, 2025 at Magnolia Cha-
pel Funeral Home from 12-
2pm. A graveside service 
for family and friends will 
be held on Monday May 
5 at 4pm on the Hubbard 
Farm in Bibb County, Al. 
The wishes of the family 
are that anyone wanting to 
share a memory will please 
do so at the graveside ser-
vice. The family plans for a 
future flower garden nearby 
if you would like to bring a 
flower or seed that day to be 
added.

Pallbearers will be Glenn 
Peak, Tim Armstrong, 
Eddie Johnston, Randy 
Brown, Sherwood McMil-
lan & Mike McCary. Hon-
orary Pallbearers are BCHS 
Class of 1976, Bibb County 
Commissioners from years 
2004-2020, Lewis & Faye 
Manderson Cancer Cen-
ter Nurses & Dr’s, and all 
past ball players that were 
coached under Ricky Hub-
bard & sponsored by Hub-
bard Electric Company.

A respected electrician 
and small business own-
er for 40+ years by trade; 

Ricky was also a passionate 
public servant and served 
the citizens of Bibb Coun-
ty as a commissioner for 
16 years. Ricky was known 
for always advocating for 
his community and believ-
ing in the power of doing 
what was right. Leaders in 
the community have been 
quoted as saying, “Com-
missioner Hubbard worked 
tirelessly for Bibb County 
and fought hard for Eco-
nomic Development. Bibb 
County is a better place be-
cause of his service”. And 
that “Commissioner Hub-
bard always worked to ben-
efit the county verses what 
benefited himself”. Ricky 
was not just a leader but 
also a true friend to those 
around him; earning the 
respect and admiration of 
everyone he encountered. 
Commissioner Hubbard 
also held leadership posi-
tions on the West Alabama 
Regional Commission and 
the Alabama Association of 
County Commissions.

Those that truly knew 
Ricky knew that his “rule 
book style” of voting start-
ed way before his commis-
sion years. Many young 
men, fellow ball coaches, 
and umpires remembered 
him as the Coach who al-
ways had a copy of the rule 
book in his back pocket….
even if it was just a T-ball 
game. Instilling the lesson 
early in life to his players 
and his children to always 
stand for what you believe 
in….even when you are left 
standing alone. One of his 
favorite sayings to his chil-
dren was “you have got to 
stand for something or you 
will fall for anything”.

Ricky was a farmer; there 
was never a day to pass that 
you wouldn’t find him out 
on the land. He was known 
and respected at cattle barns 
in surrounding areas. He 

showed commitment not 
only to his land but to the 
values of honesty and per-
severance. Ricky built a 
life rooted in hard work 
and started with nothing but 
piece by piece put togeth-
er what could easily be de-
scribed as a little piece of 
paradise; Ricky referred to 
it as God’s Country.

Ricky faced his can-
cer diagnosis with incred-
ible strength & courage. 
He touched the lives of so 
many over his fight and 
lived out the lyrics of his fa-
vorite Elvis Presley song…. 
“ My friend, I’ll say it clear. 
I’ll state my case of which 
I’m certain. I’ve lived a 
life that’s full. I’ve traveled 
each and every highway. 
And more, much more than 
this - I did it my way. Re-
grets, I’ve had a few- But 
then again, too few to men-
tion- I did what I had to do- 
And saw it through without 
exemption. I’ve loved, I’ve 
laughed and cried- I’ve had 
my fill, my share of losing. 
And now as tears subside 
I find it all so amusing to 
think I did all that and not 
in a shy way. Oh, no, no 
not me….I did it my way”. 
Known as “Trouble” to his 
favorite infusion nurses, he 
truly always did it his way.

Ricky is survived by 
his wife of 46 years, his 
“baby”, Karen Hubbard; 
his daughter and “favorite” 
son in law- Lindsay & Da-
vid Stallings; his son, Chris 
Hubbard; sisters; Brenda 
Johnston (Willie Frank), 
Ada Jane Spinks (Jody), 
and Kay Morse (Chuck). 
Along with numerous niec-
es, nephews and cousins. 
He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Burl Washing-
ton Hubbard and R.T. Hub-
bard Moore, his step father 
Victor Moore and his broth-
ers Robert Cary Hubbard 
and Alan Burl Hubbard.

Arlas Armster 
Caffee Jr.

October 21, 1929 – May 
30, 2025

Arlas Armster Caffee Jr., 
age 95, of West Blocton, Al-
abama passed away on Fri-
day, May 30, 2025. He was 
born on October 21,1929; 
the son of the late Arlas 
Caffee Sr. and the late El-
sie Lee Medders Caffee.

Arlas was a God fearing 
simple man that had a gen-
tle soul. 

He is survived by: Wife, 
Helen Ann Caffee; Son, 
Edward LaVaughn Caffee 

(Kaye); Daughter, Nona 
Faulkner (Jeff); Son, Adam 
Caffee; daughter in-law, 
Merina Caffee; Grandson, 
Jason Caffee; Grandson, 
Brandon Caffee; Grandson, 
Chase Caffee; Grandson, 
Eric Dunkin; Grandson, 
Ayden Caffee; Grand-
son, Avery Caffee; Great 
Granddaughter, Aleigha 
Caffee; Great Granddaugh-
ters, Tamara and Tessa 
Caffee; and a host of nieces 
and nephews.

He is preceded in death 
by: First wife, Flora Kim-
ble; Parents, Arlas Caffee 

Sr. and Elsie Caffee; Son, 
Arlas Stanley Caffee; 
Grandson, Taylor Blake 
Caffee; Half Brother, 
Aylette Lewis; and Grand-
daughter, Shayla Balleng-
er.

Honoray pallbearers will 
be Ayden Caffee and Avery 
Caffee.

A visitation will be held 
Wednesday June 4, 2025 
from 1:30p - 2:00pm at Ada 
Chapel in West Blocton 
with a funeral service be-
ginning at 2pm. Burial 
will follow at the adjoining 
cemetery.

Ingredients
For the Chicken:
8 bone-in chicken pieces 

(legs, thighs, etc.)
2 cups buttermilk
2 tsp hot sauce (for that lit-

tle kick!)
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tbsp seasoned salt
1 tsp paprika
1 tsp black pepper
1/2 tsp cayenne pepper
Vegetable oil (for frying)
For the Biscuits:
2 cups self-rising flour
1/2 cup cold unsalted but-

ter (cubed)
3/4 cup cold buttermilk
Melted butter (for brush-

ing)
For the Cream Gravy:
2 tbsp pan drippings or but-

ter
2 tbsp all-purpose flour

1 1/2 cups whole milk
Salt & black pepper (plen-

ty!)
1. Marinate the Chicken: 

Combine buttermilk and hot 
sauce in a bowl. Add chick-
en and refrigerate at least 4 
hours (overnight is best).

2. Dredge & Fry: 
Mix flour and seasonings 
in a separate bowl. Remove 
chicken from marinade and 
dredge each piece well. 
Let rest on a rack 10 
minutes before frying. 
Heat oil to 350°F in a cast-
iron skillet and fry chicken 
in batches until golden brown 
and cooked through (15–18 
minutes). Drain on a rack.

3. Bake the Biscuits: 
Preheat oven to 450°F. 
Cut butter into self-rising 
flour until crumbly. Stir in but-

termilk just until combined. 
Roll out gently, fold over 
once or twice for lay-
ers, and cut out biscuits. 
Bake 12–14 minutes until 
golden. Brush with melted 
butter when they come out.

4. Make the Gravy: 
Pour off most oil from 
skillet, leaving 2 tbsp. 
Add flour and whisk 
over medium heat un-
til bubbly and just golden. 
Whisk in milk slowly. Cook 
until thickened. Add salt and 
lots of black pepper.

 To Serve
Split a hot biscuit, place 

a piece of fried chicken on 
top, and ladle on that creamy 
gravy. Serve with love, sweet 
tea, and maybe a slice of 
peach cobbler for good mea-
sure.

Sunday Supper Fried Chicken & 
Buttermilk Biscuits with Cream Gravy



SERVICES 
SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to 
this newspaper (partici-
pating Ala-SCAN news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how easy 
it is to advertise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-833-770-0326

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relo-
cation Specialist, call 844-
925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s 

value! If you have wa-
ter in your home that 
needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-1371 
Have zip code of service 
location ready when you 
call!  

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and 
earn your Degree at CTI! 
Online Computer & Med-
ical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To 
learn more, call 866-475-
1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE 
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-866-816-
3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $59.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment 
on TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-641-
6567

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it conve-
nient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. 
Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consul-
tation: 1-855-405-8839. 
Ask about our specials!

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516  to-

day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-871-6175

Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No clean-
ing. No leaking. No water 
damage. No more ladder 
accidents. Get LeafGuard 
today and be protected 
for life. FREE estimate. 
Financing available. 20% 
off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-877-817-
4697 www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-

ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 
1-833-426-0193 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) 
Call 1-877-205-0836

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-887-1317

ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS Needing Sid-
ing, Window or Roofs. 
We are opening a branch 
office and will be using 
these homes for advertis-
ing. SAVE HUNDREDS. 
100% Financing*.SR/
Military discounts. $1000 
OFF with this ad. ENDS 
SOON *wac 800-350-
0591

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all 
Insurance providers offers 
for you! Lowest Rates! 
Call Now 1 833-399-6566

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR AUTO INSUR-
ANCE! A recent survey 
says that most Ameri-
cans are overpaying for 
their car insurance.  Let 
us show you how much 
you can save.  Call 
Now for a no-obligation 
quote:  1-877-551-4740

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED NETWORK
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MORTGAGE FORECLOSUREMORTGAGE FORECLOSUREPROBATE NOTICEPROBATE NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICENOTICE

SOLICITATION OF BIDSSOLICITATION OF BIDS

Notice of Mortgage 
Foreclosure Sale
State of Alabama, 
County of Bibb

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
the indebtedness secured 
by that certain mortgage 
executed by Patricia 
Bonds, originally in favor 
of One Reverse Mortgage, 
LLC, on September 14, 
2010, said mortgage re-
FRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�
Judge of Probate of Bibb 
County, Alabama, in Mort-
gage Book 249, Page 314; 
the undersigned Wilming-
ton Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, not in its individual 
capacity but solely in its 
capacity as Owner Trust-
ee for Onity Loan Acqui-
sition Trust 2024-HB2, as 
Mortgagee/Transferee, 
under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained 
in said mortgage, will sell 
at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
in front of the main en-
trance of the Courthouse 
at Bibb County, Alabama, 
on July 8, 2025, during the 
legal hours of sale, all of 
its rights, title, and inter-
est in and to the following 
described real estate, sit-
uated in Bibb County, Ala-

bama, to-wit:
Land situated in the 

County of Bibb in the State 
of AL:

Lot Number 14, South 
Forty, a residential subdivi-
sion situated in the North-
east Quarter of Northwest 
Quarter and Southeast 
Quarter of Northwest 
Quarter, Section 23, Town-
ship 21 South, Range 6 
West, Bibb County, Ala-
bama, a map or plat of said 
subdivision being record-
ed in Map Book 2, Page 
����LQ�WKH�3UREDWH�2I¿FH�RI�
Bibb County, Alabama.

Said legal description 
being controlling, however 
the property is more com-
monly known as: 250 S 
Forty Loop, Woodstock, AL 
35188.

THIS PROPERTY WILL 
BE SOLD ON AN “AS IS, 
WHERE IS” BASIS, WITH-
OUT WARRANTY OR RE-
COURSE, EXPRESSED 
OR IMPLIED AS TO TI-
TLE, USE AND/OR EN-
JOYMENT AND WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION 
OF ALL PARTIES ENTI-
TLED THERETO.

Alabama law gives some 
persons who have an in-
terest in property the right 

to redeem the property un-
der certain circumstances. 
Programs may also exist 
that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure pro-
cess. An attorney should 
be consulted to help you 
understand these rights 
and programs as a part of 
the foreclosure process.

The successful bidder 
must tender a non-refund-
able deposit of Three Thou-
sand Dollars ($3,000.00) 
LQ� FHUWL¿HG� IXQGV� PDGH�
payable to Bell Carrington 
Price & Gregg, LLC at the 
time and place of the sale. 
The balance of the pur-
chase price plus any deed 
recording costs and trans-
fer taxes must be over-
QLJKWHG� LQ� FHUWL¿HG� IXQGV�
WR� WKH� /DZ� 2I¿FH� RI� %HOO�
Carrington Price & Gregg, 
LLC at 339 Heyward 
Street, 2nd�ÀRRU��&ROXPELD��
SC 29201. Bell Carrington 
Price & Gregg, LLC re-
serves the right to award 
the bid to the next highest 
bidder should the highest 
bidder fail to timely tender 
the total amount due.

This sale is made for 
the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness secured by 
said mortgage, as well 
as the expenses of fore-

closure. The Mortgagee/
Transferee reserves the 
right to bid for and pur-
chase the real estate 
and to credit its purchase 
price against the expens-
es of sale and the indebt-
edness secured by the 
real estate.

This sale is subject to 
postponement or cancel-
lation. 

If the sale is set aside, 
the Purchaser may be 
entitled to only a return 
of any tendered purchase 
funds less any applicable 
fees and costs and shall 
have no other recourse 
against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee, or the 
Mortgagee’s attorney.

THE BELOW LAW 
FIRM MAY BE HELD TO 
BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR, UNDER 
FEDERAL LAW. IF SO, 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
Bell Carrington Price & 
Gregg, LLC. 2100 South-
bridge Pkwy, Suite 650, 
Homewood, AL, 35209.  
www.bellcarrington.com. 
File Number: 25-41589.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

Legal Notice
3UREDWH�2I¿FH�RI�%LEE�

County
Case Number 2025-

PC033
Estate of Roy Glen 

Pratt Jr.
Letters of administration 

of said deceased having 
been granted to Lori Boyn-
ton, as Personal Repre-
sentative on the 21st day of 
May, 2025, by the Honor-

able Stephanie Kemmer, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having claims against 
said estate are hereby re-
quired to present the same 
within the time allowed by 
law or the same will be 
barred.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

In the Probate Court of 
Bibb County, Alabama

In Re: The estate of 
Betty Lou Shoults

Deceased
Case No. 2025PC034
Notice to Creditors

Take notice that Let-
ters Testamentary have 
been granted to Michael K. 
Shoults, as Executor of the 
estate of Betty Lou Shoults, 
deceased on the 21st day of 
May 2025.

Notice is hereby giv-

en that all persons having 
claims against the estate 
are hereby required to pres-
ent the same within the time 
allowed by law or the same 
will be barred.

Richard M. Kemmer, Jr. 
P.C.

Attorney for the Executor
PO Box 282
1124 Walnut St.
Centreville, AL 35042
Centreville Press
May 30, June 6 & 13, 

2025

SOLICITATION OF 
BIDS FOR RECRE-

ATIONAL USE LIMITED 
LICENSES

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ALABAMA

The University of Ala-
bama is soliciting bids for 
the recreational use limited 
license on selected tracts 
of land located in Bibb, 
Fayette, Jefferson, Shel-
by, Tuscaloosa, and Walk-
er Counties in Alabama.  
Offers for the Recreation-
al Use Licenses must 
be submitted by sealed 
bids which will be public-
ly opened and read aloud 
at 1:00 pm (CDT) on June 
���� ������ DW� WKH� 2I¿FH� RI�
University of Lands and 
Real Estate Services, 1115 
14th Street, Tuscaloosa, 
AL  35401.  All bids must 
EH� UHFHLYHG� LQ� WKH� 2I¿FH�
of University Lands and 
Real Estate Services, prior 
to the bid opening time, to 
be considered. Recreation-
al Use Licenses include 
hunting, horseback riding, 
hiking, camping, mountain 
biking, etc.

All information on this 
year’s tracts can be found 
online at the following ad-
dress:  https://universityl-
ands.ua.edu/bids/ or you 
PD\� FRQWDFW� WKH� 2I¿FH� RI�
University Lands and Real 
Estate Services at (205) 
348-3510.

Only bids which are sub-
mitted on the bid form 
SUHSDUHG� E\� WKH� 2I¿FH� RI�
University Lands and Real 
Estate Services will be 
considered. Bidders sub-
mitting bids on more than 
(1) one tract should print 
all pages of the bid form 
and submit a separate bid 
for each tract.  If a bid is 
mailed, the bid should be 
SRVWHG� LQ� VXI¿FLHQW� WLPH�
to ensure its receipt pri-
or to the bid submission 
deadline of 1:00 pm (CDT), 
June 24, 2025. The mailing 
address for bid submission 
is The University of Ala-
EDPD��$WWQ�� 2I¿FH� RI� 8QL-

versity Lands and Real Es-
tate Services, Box 870176, 
Tuscaloosa, AL  35487-
0176. Mailed bids should 
be marked “Recreational 
Bid 06-24-2025 – with 
the County and Tract you 
are bidding on in the low-
er left-hand corner of the 
envelope for bid security. 
Bid forms can be emailed 
to the following email ad-
dress:  bmfox@ua.edu but 
must be received by the 
deadline of 1:00 pm (CDT), 
June 24, 2025.

Successful bidders will 
be required to carry com-
prehensive general liability 
insurance with limits of not 
less than $1,000,000 per 
occurrence for bodily injury 
and $1,000,000 per occur-
rence for property dam-
age.  Each bidder will be 
required to add the Univer-
sity as an additional named 
insured on all insurance 
SROLFLHV���7KH�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�
insurance will be required 
upon the execution of the 
agreement.  

Term of the recreation-
al use license will be one 
(1) year and with the Uni-
versity’s consent renew-
able for nine (9) renew-
al terms of one (1) year 
each. The annual fee will 
be due upon signing the 
agreement, with a 20% 
GHSRVLW� GXH�ZLWKLQ� ¿YH� ����
business days of Accep-
tance of the winning bid. 
The annual fee for each 
renewal term will increase 
by two-and-one-half per-
cent (2½%) above the prior 
year’s fee, each subse-
quent year of renewal. 

Minimum bid per acre 
is $5.00.  Bids below this 
¿JXUH�ZLOO�EH�UHMHFWHG��7KH�
University reserves the 
right to accept or reject any 
or all bids and to waive any 
informalities. Sub-leasing 
by the high bidders to an-
other individual will not be 
allowed.

Centreville Press
May 30, June 6, 13 & 20, 

2025

TOWN OF WOOD-
STOCK PUBLIC 

NOTICE ADVERTISE-
MENT FOR BIDS
MUNICIPAL ROAD 

PAVING PROJECT #3
Sealed bids for the 

“Municipal Road Pav-
ing Project #3” will be 
received by the Town 
of Woodstock at Wood-
stock Town Hall, locat-
ed at 28513 Highway 5, 
Woodstock, Alabama 
35188, until 5:00 P.M. 
CST on Monday, July 7, 
2025, and then publicly 
opened and read aloud 
in Council chambers, 
Woodstock Town Hall, at 
5:00 P.M. Bids received 
either by hand delivery 
RU�PDLO�DIWHU�WKH�VSHFL¿HG�
date and time will not be 
considered.

A mandatory site vis-
it is required to bid on 
the project. Contact the 
Building Inspector (205) 
331-2448; (inspector@
townofwoodstockal.com) 
to schedule the site visit.

Bids should be re-
turned in a sealed en-
velope clearly labeled, 
“Municipal Road Pav-
ing Project #3”, Town of 
Woodstock, Alabama, 
and return addressed to:

Town Clerk
Town of Woodstock 

28513 Highway 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Municipal Road Pav-

ing
The project consists 

of furnishing all labor, 
tools, materials, and 

equipment for milling, 
paving, road repairs, and 
resurfacing a portion of 
one (1) residential street 
within the Town of Wood-
stock: Shamblin Woods 
Road Inspection of the 
site prior to submitting 
the bid is mandatory.

All bids must be on 
bid forms provided in the 
6SHFL¿FDWLRQV� DQG� VXE-
mitted in their entirety. A 
FHUWL¿HG� FKHFN� RU� ERQG�
payable to the Town of 
Woodstock for not less 
WKDQ� ¿YH� SHUFHQW� �����
of the bid amount, not 
to exceed

$10,000.00, must ac-
company each propos-
al. W o r k m e n ’ s 
Compensation, Public 
Liability and Proper-
ty Damage Insurance, 
Performance, Labor and 
Material Bonds & Town 
of Woodstock Business 
License will be required.

Bid documents may 
be examined at the Of-
¿FH� RI� %XLOGLQJ� ,QVSHF-
tor, Woodstock Town 
Hall, located at 28513 
Highway 5, Woodstock, 
Alabama 35188, phone 
number (205) 331-2448; 
inspector@townofwood-
stockal.com.

No bids will be con-
sidered unless the bid-
der, whether resident or 
non-resident of Alabama, 
LV� SURSHUO\� TXDOL¿HG� WR�
submit a bid for this con-
struction in accordance 
with all applicable laws 
of the State of Alabama. 

This shall include evi-
dence of holding a cur-
rent license from the 
State Licensing Board 
for General Contractors, 
Montgomery, Alabama, 
as required by Chapter 8 
of Title 34, of the Code of 
Alabama, 1975. In addi-
tion, non-residents of the 
State, if a corporation, 
shall show evidence of 
KDYLQJ�TXDOL¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�
Secretary of State to do 
business in the State of 
Alabama. Each bidder 
PXVW�EH�SUHTXDOL¿HG�ZLWK�
the Alabama Department 
of Transportation and 
shall be responsible for 
knowledge of and com-
pliance with the Alabama 
Public Works Bid Law, 
Alabama Code Section 
39-1-1, et seq. Bids will 
be received from expe-
rienced contractors who 
have successfully com-

pleted projects of similar 
scope.

In addition, bids shall 
EH� FOHDUO\� LGHQWL¿HG�
on the exterior of the 
package with the bid-
der’s name, address, 
the name of the project 
being bid, and time and 
place of the bid opening. 
No bid may be withdrawn 
after the scheduled clos-
ing time for receipt of 
bids for a period of sixty 
(60) days. The Owner 
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids and 
to waive technical errors 
if the best interest of the 
owner will thereby be 
promoted. All bids re-
ceived after the date and 
time of the bid opening 
noted above will be re-
turned unopened.

Centreville Press
June 6, 13, 20 & 27, 

2025

PROBATE NOTICE
In the Probate Court 

of Bibb County, Ala-
bama

In Re: The estate of 
Robert W. Rogers, Jr.

Deceased
Case No.2025PC039
Notice to Creditors

Take Notice that Letters 
of Administration having 
been granted to Robert 
W. Rogers, III as Admin-
istrator/trix of the estate 
of Robert W. Rogers, Jr., 
on the 27th day of May of 
2025, by the Honorable 
Judge of Probate of Bibb 
County, Alabama.

Notice is hereby given 
that all persons having 
claims against the said 
estate are hereby required 
to present the same within 
the time allowed by law or 
the same will be barred.

Robert W. Rogers III
Administrator/trix for the 

estate of
Robert W. Rogers, Jr.
Deceased
The Redd Law Firm, PC
5343 Old Springville 

Road
Pinson, AL 35126
Centreville Press
June 6, 13 & 20, 2025

Brent Garden Apart-
ments – One Bedroom 
Available Now Elder-
ly Community – Ask 
about the qualifica-
tions.  Maintenance 
free living, with nice 
amenities.  Come in 
and apply today. Office 
Hours Monday - Friday 
8:00 AM – 2:30 PM 57 
Steele Street; Centrev-
ille AL 35042 (205) 926-
7547. 6/27



Ruby Hayes
Chosen Ms. BMC

Nursing Home 2000
Excitement filled the air 

on Tuesday, May 16, 2000, 
as 75-year-old Ruby Hayes 
was crowned as Ms. Bibb 
Medical Center Nursing 
Home 2000! One of the nine 
rest-dents of the long-term 
health facility competing 
for the coveted title, she 
will join other winners from 
nursing facilities across the 
state in Birmingham, AL., 
on August 8, 2000, to com-
pete for the statewide title 
of “Ms. Alabama Nursing 
Home 2000.”

“I’ve never been so ex-
cited in my life!” said the 
75-year-old queen as she 
basked in the glow of her 
newly bestowed title.

Also selected, as mem-
bers of the Queen’s Court 
were Ms. Gertrude Duncan of Brent, as Ist Runner Up, and Ms. Mary Hubbard of Cen-
treville as 2nd Runner Up.

Ms. Ruby Hayes and her court were crowned during the local pageant held on May 
16, 2000, at Bibb Medical Center Nursing Home. The pageant is held each year by the 
facility to provide recognition for nursing home residents and their contributions to their 
fellowman.
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LIFESTYLE

BY SHEILA DUNCAN________________
REPORTER

Welcome to our historical journey, where we delve into the rich tapestry of our 
past through the pages of The Centreville Press. Below, you will find articles from 
what we call the “morgue” – a collection of past articles that once graced our news-
paper. These narratives provide a fascinating glimpse into the events, stories, and 
voices that shaped our community. So, let’s embark on a journey through the narra-
tives that once filled our pages, preserving the legacy and memories of yesteryears 
capturing the essence of bygone eras with vivid detail.

By Sheila Duncan

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

AMENDMENT TO ZONING ORDI-
NANCE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL MEN BY 
THESE PRESENTS, that the City of 
Centreville, proposes to amend the 
general zoning ordinance of the city as 
follows:

Section 17.1 of the General zoning 
ordinance shall be stricken in its entire-
ty, and the following language shall be 
substituted therein:

A Board of Adjustment is hereby es-
tablished. The Board shall consist of 
not less than three (3) nor more than 
¿YH�����PHPEHUV��HDFK�WR�EH�DSSRLQW-
ed for a term of four (4) years by the 
City Council. Terms shall run concur-
rent with the term of the city council. 
9DFDQFLHV�VKDOO�EH�¿OOHG� IRU� WKH�XQH[-
pired term of any member whose term 
becomes vacant. Any member of the 
ZBA may be removed for cause by the 

DSSRLQWLQJ� DXWKRULW\� XSRQ� WKH� ¿OLQJ� RI�
any written charges and after a public 
hearing.

The City Council of the City of Cen-
treville will hold a public hearing to ad-
dress any concerns regarding the pro-
SRVHG�DPHQGPHQW�RQ�-XQH�����������
at 4:00 p.m. The hearing will be held 
at Centreville City Hall located at 1270 
Walnut Street, Centreville, Alabama.

All persons in favor or in opposition 
of the proposed amendment shall be 
heard at the public hearing.

A copy of the proposed ordinance is 
available for inspection during regular 
business hours at Centreville City Hall, 
1270 Walnut Street, Centreville, Ala-
EDPD�������

Dated this 19th�GD\�RI�0D\�������
7UDF\�*ULI¿Q
City Clerk
Centreville Press
0D\��������	�-XQH��������

25 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

TOP SPORTS AWARDS MADE AT BCHS BANQUET
Bibb County High School Coach, Cecil Lagrone, left, presented Captain’s Trophies to 

Clifford Hughes and Larry Watkins and the Most Valuable Back trophy to Steve Boyd, 
at the annual Sports Banquet last week. Hughes also carried home the Most Valuable 
Lineman award.

75 YEARS AGO
Pvt. O. T. Jackson Returns To His Unit After Field Maneuver 
With The Eighth Army in Sakai, Japan, Private O. T. Jackson of Centreville, Alabama, 

KDV�MXVW�UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�XQLW�DIWHU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�D����GD\�¿HOG�PDQHXYHU�ZKLFK�ZDV�KHOG�
at Mt. Muji.
7KH�PDQHXYHU�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�E\������WURRSV�ZDV�KLJKOLJKWHG�E\�D�¿HOG�¿ULQJ�H[HUFLVH�

combining all the modern Infantry weapons of his unit. 
Private Jackson is presently assigned to Company H. 27th Infantry Regiment.
The 27th Infantry Regiment is a part of the 25th Infantry Divsion. and is stationed at
Osaka, Japan.
Enlisting in the Army at Centreville on January 13, 1949, and took his basic training at 

Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky, he arrived in Japan on May 10, 1949.

100 YEARS AGO
Killed By. Kick Of Horse, Five-Year-Old Girl Meets Tragic Death
The little five-years-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Elam met a tragic death one 

day last week when kicked by a horse. Her brother was leading the horse to the spring 
for water, and the little girl was following on behind. She got too close to the heels of 
the horse, and he kicked once, striking the child just over the heart, killing her instantly.

The Alabama 
moccasinshell is 
historically known from 
the Alabama, Tombigbee, 
Black Warrior, Cahaba 
and Cossa Rivers and their 
tributaries in Alabama, 
Mississippi, Georgia and 
Tennessee.

Reproduction
Female Alabama 

moccasinshell are gravid 
from October to June. They 
migrate to the surface of 
the river bottom between 
March and June and have 
a black mantle lure which 
PD\�EH�XVHG� WR�DWWUDFW�¿VK�
hosts to gravid females. 
6XFFHVVIXO� ¿VK� KRVWV� IRU�
the Alabama moccasinshell 
include one species of 
topminnow and several 
darter species.

Life Cycle
Freshwater mussels live 

an interesting multi-stage 
lifecycle, which depends 
XSRQ�D�¿VK�KRVW�WR�FRPSOHWH��
Males release sperm into 
the water column, to be 
siphoned in by the incurrent 
aperture of the females, 
where the eggs held within 
her gills are then fertilized. 
Once the fertilized eggs 
start to develop, the female 
EHFRPHV�LQÀDWHG��RU�JUDYLG��
The fertilized eggs develop 
into glochidia, which is 
the mussel’s larval stage. 
7KLV� VWDJH� UHTXLUHV� D� ¿VK�
host for transformation 
into the juvenile stage, 
which sometimes 
requires a little coaxing 
by females. Glochidia 
are housed in packets 
called conglutinates and 
often mimic a food source 
RI� WKH� ¿VKHV� ZLWKLQ� WKDW�
HFRV\VWHP� WR� OXUH� WKH� ¿VK�
WR�ELWH��2QFH�WKH�¿VK�ELWHV��
the glochidia clamp down 
RQWR� WKH� ¿VK�� EHFRPH�
encysted, and feed from the 
¿VK�IRU�VHYHUDO�ZHHNV�XQWLO�
dropping off as juveniles.

Similar Species
,W� LV� GLI¿FXOW� WR�

distinguish between the 
Alabama moccasinshell 
and Coosa moccasinshell, 
however, the posterior 
end of the Alabama 
moccasinshell is typically 
more pointed than that of 
the Coosa moccasinshell.

Sound
Freshwater mussels 

live an interesting multi-
stage lifecycle which 
GHSHQGV� XSRQ� D� ¿VK� KRVW�
to complete. Males release 
sperm into the water 
column, to be (hopefully) 
siphoned in by the incurrent 
aperture of the females, 
where the eggs held within 
her gills are then fertilized. 
Once the fertilized eggs 
start to develop, the female 
EHFRPHV� LQÀDWHG� �JUDYLG���
The fertilized eggs develop 
into glochidia, which is 
the mussel’s larval stage. 
7KLV� VWDJH� UHTXLUHV� D� ¿VK�
host for transformation into 
the juvenile stage, which 
sometimes requires a little 
coaxing by the female 
mussel. 

Size & Shape
This mussel species 

is small and delicate, 
measuring up to 55 
millimeters in length. Their 
shell is narrowly elliptical 
and thin, with a well-
developed acute posterior 
ridge that terminates in 
an acute point on the 
posterior ventral margin. 
7KH�SRVWHULRU�VORSH�LV�¿QHO\�
corrugated or wavy.

Color & Pattern
The periostracum is 

dull to glossy and yellow 
to brownish yellow, with 
broken green rays across 
the entire surface of the 
shell. The nacre is thin 
and translucent along the 

margins and its coloration 
can vary from white to 
salmon-colored in the 
umbros, or beak cavity, 
which are shallow. The 
pseudo cardinal teeth of 
the Alabama moccasinshell 
are short and triangular 
while their lateral teeth are 
slightly curved.  

Behavior
Many freshwater 

mussels spend the majority 
of their life sedentary and 
¿OWHU�IHHGLQJ�RQ�WKH�ERWWRP�
of rivers and streams. 
Sometimes they will bury 
into the sediment, only 
revealing a small portion 
of their aperture, which 
is used for gas exchange 
DQG� ¿OWHU� IHHGLQJ�� 7KH�
Alabama moccasinshell 
spends most of its time 
buried in the sediment, 
although gravid females, 
meaning carrying eggs, 
have been alleged to 
emerge from the sediment 
WR� GLVSOD\� D� PRGL¿HG�
mantle margin.

Habitat
The Alabama 

moccasinshell typically 
occupies sand, gravel 
or cobble shoals, with 
moderate to strong currents, 
in streams and small rivers.

Food
Although the diets 

of unionids, or freshwater 
mussels, are poorly 
understood, it is believed 
to consist of algae, and 
or, bacteria. Some studies 
suggest that the diets of 
freshwater mussels may 
change throughout their life, 
with juveniles collecting 

organic materials from 
the substrate though pedal 
feeding and then developing 
WKH�DELOLW\�WR�¿OWHU�IHHG�GXULQJ�
adulthood. Pedal feeding is 
a form of deposit feeding 
where the animal uses their 
muscular foot to bury into the 
sediment, collecting organic 
matter. Filter-feeding is a 
process by which mussels 
feed off of suspended organic 
material by pumping in 
water through their incurrent 
aperture and out through their 
excurrent apertures, catching 
small, suspended particles 
and using them as food. 

Range
The Alabama 

moccasinshell continues to 
survive in tributaries of the 
Tombigbee including Bull 
Mountain Creek (Itawamba 
Co, MS), Trussels Creek 
(Green Co, AL), Luxapalila 
Creek (Lowndes Co, MS), 
including Yellow Creek 
(Lowndes Co, MS; Lamar 
Co, AL), and Wilson 
Creek (Lamar Co, AL), 
the Buttahatchee River 
(Lowndes/Monrow Co, 
MS; Lamar Co, AL) Sipsey 
Creek (Monrow Co, MS), 
Lubbub Creek (Pickens Co, 
AL) and its trib Bear Creek 
(Pickens Co, AL), Spisey 
River (Greene/Pickens 
Co, AL. Tributaries of 
the Black Warrior River, 
including Fivemile Creek 
(Hale Co, AL), Sipsey Fork 
and tributaries (Winston/
Lawrence Co, AL), the 
Conasauga River (Polk Co, 
TN) and its tributary, Holly 
Creek (Murray Co, GA) of 
the Coosa River drainage.

The Alabama Moccasinshell

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

    JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le  
Recovery  Service !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om
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BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

NEWS

WEST BLOCTON TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date: May 5, 2025 

WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date: May 19, 2025 

BY WHITNEY BUZBEE
REPORTER

The Town Council of 
the Town of Woodstock, 
Alabama met in a Regu-
lar Council Meeting at the 
Town Hall on Monday, 
May 19, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. 
A quorum being present:   
Mayor Jeff Dodson called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 
P.M. The Pledge of Alle-
giance was led by Mayor 
Dodson. The following 
Council Members were 
present:  Ernestine John-
son, Ronnie Kinard, Kellie 
Parks, Don Bowling, and 
Lee Mears. Police Chief 
Len Price, Town Attorney 
Boozer Downs and Direc-
tor of Library & Media Ser-
vices Michele Dickey were 
also present.   

COUNCIL APPROVAL:
Council Member Ernes-

tine Johnson made the mo-
tion to approve the May 5, 
2025,  minutes as previ-
ously submitted by email. 
Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kellie 
Parks and the motion so 
carried.

Council Member Lee 
Mears made the motion to 
approve the following:

Cahaba Medical Care 5K 
Sponsorship $250.00

Motion was seconded 
by Council Member Kel-
lie Parks and the motion so 
carried.

Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
to approve the following:

West Blocton High 
School – Football Program 
Ad $500.00 

Motion was seconded 
by Council Member Lee 
Mears and the motion so 
carried.

Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
to approve the following ex-
penses:        ALDOT – Exit 
100 Roadway Lighting Re-
pair  $3,700.00 

Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ronnie 
Kinard and the motion so 
carried. 

  Council Member Kellie 
Parks made the motion to 
approve the following ex-
penses for Parks & Recre-
ation:

US Foods – Concessions 
 $984.45

Gateway Foodland – 
Concessions $388.21

Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ernestine 
Johnson and the motion so 

carried.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Senior Center Quarterly 

Departmental Report
Mayor Dodson read aloud 

the Senior Center Quarterly 
Departmental Report.

  Alcohol License – Jack-
son Business LLC/AM PM 
Food Mart

Council Member Kellie 
Parks made the motion to 
approve the alcohol license 
for Jackson Business LLC/
AM PM Food Mart. Motion 
was seconded by Council 
Member Lee Mears and the 
motion carried unanimous-
ly.

Ordinance #2025-5-1 / 
#2025-5-2 / #2025-5-3

Mayor Dodson advised 
that upon the recommen-
dation of the Planning & 
Zoning Board of the Town 
of Woodstock; the Town 
Council held a Public Hear-
ing to rezone property lo-
cated within the town limits 
of the Town of Woodstock. 
The  Public Hearing was 
held on May 19, 2025 at 
4:30 p.m. A motion was 
made by Council Member 
Kellie Parks to approve the 
Public Hearing as conduct-
ed. The motion was sec-
onded by Council Member 
Ernestine Johnson and the 
motion carried unanimous-
ly. Documentation from 
Public Hearing will be at-
tached to said minutes. 

  Town Attorney Boozer 
Downs conducted the first 
reading of the following 
Ordinances:

#2025-5-1:
Re-Zone the following 

properties from R-R to R-2, 
Hunter’s Pointe Subdivi-
sion.

Re-Zone the follow-
ing properties from R-2 to 
R-MU:  Coldwater Road – 
2.7 miles +/- in Bibb Coun-
ty & Rotenberry Lane.

#2025-5-2:
(R-MU) Residential 

Mixed-Use District as 
found in Ordinance #2021-
3-2, which amended Ordi-
nance #2005-8-1 is to be 
amended to remove the 
size dimensions of 24x32. 
Further, all references to 
manufactured housing 
shall also include modular 
housing. 

#2025-5-3:  
As to R-2 Zoning Dis-

trict in Ordinance #2005-
08-01 and as amended in 

Ordinance #2011-5-1 as 
to manufactured homes, it 
is hereby amended as fol-
lows: Manufactured and 
modular homes in ex-
istence on this date are 
hereby grandfathered in 
as an exception in R-2. If 
the owner of a grandfa-
thered home wants to re-
place it and can prove that 
the home was in existence 
at the date this Ordinance 
was passed, then it may 
be replaced with a manu-
factured home or modular 
home which must be less 
than ten years old and be 
installed per state regula-
tions. Otherwise, all manu-
factured or modular homes 
not grandfathered in under 
this R-2 are all excluded 
from R-2. 

This Ordinance hereby 
repeals Ordinance #2011-
5-1.

That Sections 150(11) 
and 60.2 of Zoning Ordi-
nance #2005-8-1, continue 
to exclude manufactured 
and modular homes subject 
to the above exceptions in 
Para.1.

2025 Woodstock Music 
Festival Proceeds Report

Town Clerk Tiffney 
McCulley presented a re-
port with the Gate Pro-
ceeds from the 8th Annual 
Woodstock Music Festival, 
which totaled $14,100.00. 
Included in the report are 
procedural details for the 
collection and counting 
process. A copy of the re-
port is attached to said 
minutes. 

PUBLIC COM-
MENTS:  Public com-
ments were heard. 

Mayor Dodson ex-
pressed his condolences 
for the passing of Zon-
ing Board Member Kathy 
Leatherwood. We are 
grateful for Kathy’s 20+ 
years of dedicated service 
to our community. Funer-
al Service will be held at 
11am on Thursday, May 22, 
2025 at McCalla Memorial. 

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Town Council at this 
time, Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
to adjourn at 5:30 P.M. The 
motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ernestine 
Johnson and upon being put 
to a vote, the motion was 
carried unanimously. 

The Alabama Department of 
Human Resources (DHR) in 
partnership with the

Alabama State Department 
of Education (ALSDE) plans to 
distribute Alabama SUN Bucks 
(Summer EBT Benefits to eli-
gible children this summer, as 
part of a new federal program. 
Alabama SUN Bucks will pro-
vide a one-time issuance of 
$120 per school-aged child for 
grocery benefits for the sum-
mer to low-income families.

Alabama SUN Bucks will be 
automatically issued to school-
aged children who have been 
approved by application or di-
rect certification and attending 
a school that offers the National 
School Lunch or School Break-
fast Programs. Children that 
are directly certified through 
the ALSDE in programs such 
as SNAP, TANF or Medicaid 
will be automatically eligible 
for Alabama SUN Bucks. If not 
automatically enrolled, each 
student may apply for Alabama 
SUN Bucks. Students receiving 
free meals through the Com-
munity Eligibility Provision 
will not automatically qualify; 
however, students may still be 
eligible for the benefits based 
on the household’s income. 
Households should visit Ala-

bama SUN Bucks to apply or 
receive additional information.

“The summer break can 
be challenging for families 
when children are at home and 
spending increases because 
children and youth are not in 
school and receiving benefits,” 
said Alabama DHR Commis-
sioner Nancy Buckner. “This 
additional money will help 
families across the state make 
it through summer break while 
also encouraging healthy and 
nutritious eating.

An Alabama SUN Bucks 
card will be issued for students 
who qualify for the program. 
Alabama SUN Bucks cus-
tomer service representatives 
are available to answer sum-
mer EBT questions by phone 
at 1-800-443-3536 or email at 
support@alabama-sunbucks.
com from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Alabama Families to Re-
ceive Summer Food Benefits 
for Children

This summer, some Ala-
bama families will get help 
buying groceries for their 
school-aged children through 
a new program called Alabama 
SUN Bucks.

The Alabama Department 
of Human Resources (DHR) 
and the Alabama State Depart-
ment of Education (ALSDE) 
are working together to give 

out this benefit. It provides a 
one-time payment of $120 per 
eligible child to help cover the 
cost of food during summer 
break.

Children who meet the fol-
lowing conditions will get 
SUN Bucks automatically get 
free or reduced-price meals at 
school, attend a school that of-
fers the National School Lunch 
or School Breakfast Program, 
are already in programs like 
SNAP, TANF, or Medicaid

If your child gets free meals 
through the Community Eli-
gibility Provision (CEP), they 
are not automatically eligible. 
However, you can still apply if 
your household income quali-
fies.

To apply or learn more, visit 
the Alabama SUN Bucks web-
site. If your child qualifies, 
you’ll receive a SUN Bucks 
card in the mail. This card 
works like a debit card and can 
be used to buy groceries.

You can contact Alabama 
SUN Bucks:

Phone: 1-800-443-3536
Email: support@alabama-

sunbucks.com
Hours: Monday through Fri-

day, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
“This money will help fami-

lies during summer when kids 
are out of school and food costs 
go up,” said DHR Commis-
sioner Nancy Buckner.

1HZ�6XPPHU�(%7�%HQHÀWV�
&RPLQJ�WR�)DPLOLHV�ZLWK�
(OLJLEOH�6FKRRO�&KLOGUHQ

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

Women who own or manage 
forestland are invited to attend 
the ForestHER Workshop, tak-
ing place June 12–13 at Mi-
nooka Park in Jemison, Ala-
bama. This unique, hands-on 
workshop is designed to equip 
women with the knowledge 
and confidence to care for and 
make decisions about their for-
ested property.

The ForestHER program 
was developed by Auburn 
University’s College of For-
estry, Wildlife and Environ-
ment in response to a very real 
need. The idea was inspired 

by the personal story of the 
program’s associate director, 
whose grandmother was taken 
advantage of when selling tim-
ber due to a lack of knowledge 
about forest management. Too 
often, men in families are the 
ones who handle land deci-
sions, but they may pass away 
first—leaving women unpre-
pared to manage inherited land.

ForestHER fills that gap by 
offering women the tools and 
understanding they need to 
make informed choices. The 
workshop includes practical 
education about timber sales, 
land stewardship, wildlife hab-
itat, and more.

While the event is host-
ed by the Alabama Coopera-
tive Extension offices in Bibb, 
Chilton, and Autauga counties, 
women from all areas are wel-
come to attend. Men are also 
encouraged to participate.

A registration fee covers all 
workshop materials and meals.

To register, visit: https://
www.aces .edu /even t / fo r-
esther-jemison-6-12-6-13/ 
For more information, contact 
the Bibb County Extension Of-
fice at 205-926-4310.

Don’t miss this opportunity 
to learn more about manag-
ing your forestland with confi-
dence and care!

)RUHVW+(5�:RUNVKRS�
(PSRZHUV�:RPHQ�/DQGRZQHUV��

-XQH���²���LQ�-HPLVRQ

Twinkle Andress Ca-
vanaugh, President of the 
Alabama Public Service 
Commission (PSC), has 
announced her resignation 
effective June 1, 2025, to 
accept an appointment as 
Alabama’s State Director 
for Rural Development at 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) under the 
Trump administration. Ca-

vanaugh, a prominent Re-
publican figure in Alabama 
politics, has served on the 
PSC since 2010 and became 
its president in 2012. During 
her tenure, she focused on 
expanding natural gas ac-
cess to rural areas, opposing 
federal energy mandates, 
and laying the groundwork 
for broadband expansion 
across the state. In her new 
role at the USDA, Cavana-
ugh will oversee initiatives 
aimed at empowering rural 

communities and promot-
ing economic prosperity 
in Alabama. Her appoint-
ment has been praised by 
state leaders, including U.S. 
Senator Katie Britt and Al-
abama Farmers Federation 
President Jimmy Parnell, 
who highlighted her strong 
network and commitment 
to rural development. Gov-
ernor Kay Ivey is expect-
ed to appoint Cavanaugh’s 
successor to the PSC in the 
coming days.
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The Town Council of the 
Town of West Blocton, Ala-
bama met In a Regular Coun-
cil Meeting at the Municipal 
Building on Monday, May 5, 
2025, at 7:00 P.M. A quorum 
being present. Mayor Dan-
iel Sims called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 P.M. Prayer 
was led by Glenn Johnson. 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Kristen Nash. 
Roll was called by Town 
Clerk Brandy Fancher. Fred 
Lynch- Absent Glenn John-
son- Present Holly Barnett- 
Present Blane Sherron- Ab-
sent Kristen Nash- Present

Mayor's Notes:
•Cahaba Lily Festival 

will take place from 9am-
12pm May 17, 2025. Main 
Street will be blocked off 
from Georgia Street to the 
flower shop. There will be 

street vendors and a Kid 
Zone set up for all to enjoy.

•Congratulations to Kay-
la Hood as our new 2025 
Miss. Cahaba LIiy.

• The Bishop Ridge wa-
ter line install has been 
completed.

I. Council Approval:
Previous Council Meet-

ing Minutes April 21. 2025
Council Member Glenn 

Johnson made the mo-
tion to approve the previ-
ous Council Meeting Min-
utes for 4-21-2025. Motion 
was seconded by Council 
Member Kristen Nash. All 
in favor and motion so car-
ried.

Hire of Police Reserve
Roll Call Vote was used 

to approve the hire of Po-
lice Reserve Zacary Mad-
dox. Full time with BCBS 

Insurance, ERS Retire-
ment, Vacation and Holi-
day Pay, Start Pay $15.00 
per hour. Council Member 
Glenn Johnson-JES Coun-
cil Member Holly Bar-
nett-YES Council Member 
Kristen Nash-YES NO-0 
YES-3 Motion Passes

District 2 Report: No Re-
port District 3 Report: No 
Report District 5 Report: 
No Report

Citizens to Speak: 
NONE

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Town Council at this 
time, Council Member 
Holly Barnett made the 
motion to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kristen 
Nash. All in favor and mo-
tion carried.

The newspaper, a corner-
stone of modern journalism 
and a pillar of public discourse, 
has undergone a remarkable 
evolution over the centuries. Its 
story is a reflection of human-
ity’s desire to communicate, in-
form, and connect. From hand-
written newsletters circulated 
among the elite to instant dig-
ital updates accessible to bil-
lions, newspapers have played 
a crucial role in shaping societ-
ies and recording history.

The origins of newspapers 
can be traced back to ancient 
times when governments and 
rulers used various methods 
to disseminate information. In 
ancient Rome around 59 BCE, 
the Acta Diurna (“Daily Acts”) 
were carved on stone or metal 
and displayed in public places 
to inform citizens of political 
and social events. These early 
forms of public records set the 
stage for future developments 
in mass communication.

In China, during the Tang 
dynasty (7th century), officials 
circulated hand-copied news 
bulletins called the bao. These 
bulletins, primarily intended 
for government use, were ear-
ly examples of regularly pro-
duced news sources.

The invention of the printing 
press by Johannes Gutenberg 
in the mid-15th century revo-
lutionized the spread of infor-
mation. It wasn’t until the ear-
ly 17th century, however, that 
printed newspapers began to 
emerge in Europe. One of the 
earliest recognized newspapers 
was Relation aller Fürnemmen 
und gedenckwürdigen Histo-
rien, published in Strasbourg in 
1605 by Johann Carolus.

By the mid-17th century, 
newspapers had begun ap-
pearing in major European cit-
ies such as London, Paris, and 
Amsterdam. These early publi-
cations were often weekly and 
primarily focused on foreign 
news, commerce, and political 

developments.
The Rise of Daily Newspa-

pers and Press Freedom
The 18th century marked a 

significant period for newspa-
pers, particularly in Britain and 
its American colonies. News-
papers became more frequent, 
with daily editions appearing 
in the early 1700s. As literacy 
rates increased and printing 
technology improved, newspa-
pers became more affordable 
and widely read.

In colonial America, news-
papers played a critical role 
in the lead-up to the American 
Revolution, serving as plat-
forms for political debate and 
criticism of British rule. The 
trial of John Peter Zenger in 
1735, in which he was acquit-
ted for libel after criticizing 
the colonial governor of New 
York, became a landmark mo-
ment in the history of press 
freedom.

The 19th century brought in-
dustrialization to the newspa-
per industry. Steam-powered 
printing presses allowed for 
mass production, and the cost 
of newspapers dropped dra-
matically. The “penny press” 
emerged, offering affordable 
papers to the general public 
and shifting the content toward 
sensationalism, human interest 
stories, and local news.

This era also saw the rise 
of influential newspaper mag-
nates such as Joseph Pulitzer 
and William Randolph Hearst 
in the United States. Their 
fierce competition led to the 
era of “yellow journalism,” 
characterized by exaggerated 
stories and dramatic head-
lines designed to boost sales.

By the early 20th century, 
journalism began to establish 
itself as a profession. News-
papers introduced editorial 
standards, fact-checking, and 
journalistic ethics. This pe-
riod is often referred to as 
the “golden age” of newspa-
pers, especially in the United 
States and Europe, when dai-

ly editions became essential 
reading for millions.

The mid-20th century saw 
the peak of print circulation, 
with major cities supporting 
multiple newspapers, each 
with distinct political lean-
ings and editorial voices. 
Newspapers played a central 
role in covering significant 
events such as World War II, 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
and the Watergate scandal.

The late 20th and early 21st 
centuries ushered in profound 
changes for the newspaper in-
dustry. The rise of the internet 
disrupted traditional business 
models, with advertising rev-
enues shifting to digital plat-
forms and readership increas-
ingly moving online.

Many newspapers adapted 
by launching digital editions, 
creating subscription-based 
models, and expanding mul-
timedia content. Despite these 
efforts, the transition has been 
challenging, leading to the 
closure of numerous local and 
regional papers and a concen-
tration of media ownership.

However, digital platforms 
have also democratized pub-
lishing, allowing for a broader 
range of voices and new forms 
of investigative journalism. 
The smartphone revolution, 
social media, and real-time 
news updates have funda-
mentally changed how and 
when people consume news.

The history of newspapers 
is a testament to humanity’s 
enduring need for informa-
tion and dialogue. While the 
format and delivery mech-
anisms have evolved dra-
matically, the core mission of 
newspapers—to inform the 
public, hold power to account, 
and reflect the stories of soci-
ety—remains unchanged. As 
the industry continues to adapt 
in the digital age, newspapers, 
whether on paper or screen, 
continue to play a vital role in 
the fabric of democracy and 
civic life.

7KH�+LVWRU\�RI�1HZVSDSHUV��
)URP�+DQGZULWWHQ�1HZVOHWWHUV�

WR�'LJLWDO�)URQW�3DJHV
BY WHITNEY BUZBEE

REPORTER



Page 8 | Centreville Press June 6, 2025

2025 CAHABA CRAWL
PHOTOS BY CENTREVILLE MY HOMTOWN

Health and Wellness Corner
Sponsored by Bibb Medical Center

205.229.5425

Residential/Commercial Remodeling
Serving Central Alabama

Baths|Flooring|Plumbing|Electrical Work|Build Porches & Decks
Build Shops & Garages|Land/Property Maintenance
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