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Community CONNECT

A Journey into the Personal Lives of Our
Officials, Leaders & Neighbors

rom Farm to Field: Ashton

Cottingham, Your Local
Farmer and Hometown Agent

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

In the hustle and bus-
tle of daily life, it’s easy
to become disconnected
from the heartbeat of your
community. Yet, encour-
aging the growth of strong
connections with local of-
ficials, leaders, and neigh-
bors is not just a good
idea—it’s vital for foster-
ing a sense of belonging
and building a resilient,
supportive  community.
Here’s how you can get
to know the people who
shape your community.

Most of you should
know Ashton Cottingham.
I have known Ashton for
years and have worked
with him on several
events, and he is a great
person to work alongside.
I have had the pleasure of
asking Ashton some fun
questions about himself
so we can get to know him
a little better. Let’s take a
closer look into Ashton’s
life as a Cattleman and
Agent.

Ashton Cottingham. —
Cattleman and Alfa Insur-
ance Agent

Can you tell us about
yourself?

My name is Ashton
Cottingham. I'm 34 years
old and a graduate of Bibb
County High School class
of 2007 and Auburn Uni-
versity class of 2014. 1
have served as Bibb Coun-
ty Cattleman’s Association
president, Bibb County
Farmers Federation Pres-
ident, and 1 am currently
the treasurer of the Centre-
ville Main Street organiza-
tion. I sell Alfa Insurance,
and I also raise beef cattle
and sell USDA beef here
in Centreville.

If you could insure
anything in the world, no
matter how unusual, what
would it be and why?

I’d want to insure the
Biltmore Estate just to say
I did.

What’s the most in-
teresting or unique claim
you’ve ever processed?

That’s hard to talk
about.Can you explain
how Alfa’s community in-
volvement benefits local
customers?

We are deeply rooted in
our community. Our local
ALFA Famers Federation
Board gives back thou-
sands of dollars into our
county every year as well
as our agents. We are here
for our customers night
and day and are willing to
go the extra mile to satisfy
our customers.

What’s one piece of
advice you would give to
someone looking to bun-
dle their insurance poli-
cies?

The more you bundle
the more you save with
ALFA.

If Alfa Insurance had a
mascot, what do you think
it should be and why?

Alfa’s mascot would
definitely be the farmer.
We are a part of American
Farm Bureau, and we are
an organization started by
farmers and led by farm-
ers.

What’s the most re-
warding part of being an
insurance agent with Alfa?

I live to serve people
and I try to help everyone
I come in contact within
some capacity. This job al-
lows me to do that. If you
know me, you know that
you can call me anytime
and I will do everything
within my power to help
you.

If your cows could talk,
what do you think they’d
say about their daily rou-
tine?

We eat before the eats
every day.

What’s the funniest
thing you’ve ever seen a
cow do?

Watching the milk cow
lay down when she is done
milking so she can’t be
milked anymore.

If you could give your
favorite cow a superpow-
er, what would it be and
why?

To read my mind so
they would do what I need
them to do.

What’s the most unusu-
al name you’ve ever given
to a cow?

No names, just num-
bers.

Have you ever had a
cow with a quirky habit or
unique personality?

Yes, cows have a mind
of their own. Cows turning
over feed buckets before
you can get them out irri-
tates me the worst.

If cows could compete
in the Olympics, which
event do you think they
would excel in?

Swimming for sure.

What’s the best piece
of advice you’ve received
from another cattleman?

Strive to be at least 1%
better every year in your
operation. Over a lifetime
look at what you will ac-
complish. This is the same
in our daily lives.

If you could have any
historical figure, come
help you on the farm for
a day, who would you
choose and what would
you have them do?

George  Washington
for sure. He must have
had a dream and a vision
and been crazy enough to
chase it. That’s my kind
of people. We would talk
about sustainability. We
are going to have to focus
on sustainability again one
day and I can’t think of a
better person to talk about
it with.

“Exploring your com-
munity allows you to
uncover its hidden gems
and forge meaningful con-
nections with your neigh-
bors.” Thank you, Ashton
Cottingham, for taking the
time to answer our ques-
tions so that we may get to
know you and your family
on a more personal level.

On August 1st Friendship Lodge 83 celebrated the birthday of

Brother Jim Oakley. We would like to thank Masison Cook for the
wonderful cake she baked for us.

Woodstock Elementary School
Introduces Teachers” Lounge

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

Under the leadership of
Principal Kristin Lightsey,
Woodstock Elementary
School has added a won-
derful addition to their hall-
ways.

Teachers work tireless-
ly towards the goal of their
students’ success, spending
hours upon hours in their
classrooms with little to no
breaks on most days. Now,
at WES, they will have a
space to retreat to when
they need a moment to re-
set.

The concept of a teach-

ers’ lounge has been well
known in past decades and
even in media such as tele-
vision shows and movies,
but few schools seem to
make it a priority to pro-
vide such a space for their
teachers.

Thanks to generous
donations, the teachers’
lounge has been supplied
with the necessary fur-
nishings for a space where
educators can take a step
back and take a deep breath
when needed, away from
the well-known spaces of
their classrooms. Wheth-
er it is to eat lunch, grab
a snack, collaborate and

build into the camaraderie
with fellow educators, this
space promises to be partic-
ularly beneficial.

Teachers deserve more
recognition and apprecia-
tion than could ever be ex-
pressed, but the gesture of
creating a teachers’ lounge
at Woodstock Elementary
School speaks volumes.

If you or someone you
know would like to donate,
you can check out their Am-
azon Wishlist by searching
“PTO WES” on Amazon or
by clicking the following
link: https://www.amazon.
com/hz/wishlist/ls/CNS-
JASIQIRGT...

Centreville Police Respond
to Shots Fired Call

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

City of Centreville
on duty officers re-
sponded to a report of
shots being fired around
midnight on Saturday
night August 3. The
shooting occurred near
the Chevron station in
Four Points.

The details of the
shooting are still un-
der investigation by the
police. Upon arrival,
officers observed vehi-
cles leaving the scene
and a suspect fleeing in
a white vehicle, iden-
tified by a witness. A
Centreville Police offi-
cer pursued the suspect.
However, near the in-
tersection of U.S. High-
way 82 and Alabama
Highway 219, the Cen-
treville police cruiser
lost control and rolled
multiple times. The of-
ficer driving the cruiser
was treated and released
from Bibb Medical
Center following the
accident.

According to Centre-
ville Police Chief Rod-

ney Smith, shots were
fired from two separate
vehicles for reasons that
remain unclear. The
investigation suggests
that none of the shoot-
ers were local residents;
they may have been
in the area for a social
event. It is currently
unknown whether the
shots were fired into the
air or aimed at another
vehicle. Fortunately, no
one was reported hit by
the gunfire. Police have
identified several sus-

pects, and the investiga-

tion is ongoing.
Alabama

Troopers

State

are investi-

gating the cause of the
police cruiser roll over.
Events like the sense-
less gunfire reported
here put the lives of po-
lice officers and inno-
cent citizens at risk of
injury or death. Officers
face unpredictable and
dangerous circumstanc-
es when responding to
emergency calls. Any
motor vehicle accident
can result in death or
permanent injury to
officers or nearby mo-
torists. When guns are
fired, even if aimed at
the sky, serious injuries
can occur from the fall-
ing projectiles.
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Alabama Residents Gain Early Access to State Park Reservations

Alabama residents will soon
have the advantage of mak-
ing reservations for traditional
campground accommodations
(RV, modern, and primitive camping) at Alabama State
Parks a month earlier than other travelers.

Starting August 1, 2024, Alabamians can make online
reservations 13 months in advance, a month before out-
of-state residents. This initiative, termed the “Alabama
Residents Advanced Reservation Window,” offers state
residents greater flexibility in pricing, location, and date
options.

“Alabamians consistently support our 21 State Parks,
and this is a way we can show our appreciation,” said
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources Commissioner Chris Blankenship. “Allowing
Alabama residents to book earlier gives our neighbors ex-
panded opportunities to stay, play, and explore through-
out our State Parks.”

For example, Alabamians will be able to book Labor
Day 2025 as early as August 1, 2024. Destinations like
Cheaha State Park, known for its peak fall foliage sca-

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

son, have seen reservations sell out within hours a year in
advance. The new advanced reservation window aims to
make it easier for residents to secure such high-demand
bookings.

Reservations can be made online through the Plan Your
Adventure Online portal at alapark.com. Users will be
prompted to provide a zip code when accessing the on-
line reservation system. Alabama zip codes will enable
residents to make reservations 13 months in advance,
while out-of-state zip codes will allow reservations 12
months in advance.

To ensure that only Alabama residents use the 13-month
booking window, the zip code attached to the credit card
for the reservation must match the Alabama zip code
provided at the start. This added security feature helps
maintain the exclusivity of the early booking privilege
for state residents.

“In recent years, we have heard from Alabama resi-
dents inquiring about some form of reservation option
that is unique to our state’s residents. With changes in
our reservations system, we now have that technologi-
cal capability and have made this happen,” State Parks

Director Greg Lein said. “We encourage guests to make
reservations early and often through our Plan Your Ad-
venture Online portal available on our website at alapark.
com. We truly appreciate all the support Alabamians give
our State Parks.”

Whether guests come for a day on the trails or weeks of
scenic park views, the Alabama State Parks system offers
park-specific events, interpretive programming, rest, relax-
ation, and adventure. Park leadership encourages guests to
plan ahead at alapark.com for the most flexible dates, rates,
and location opportunities at Alabama’s 21 state parks.

A Alabama
STATE PARKS
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Travel Advisory:

Dreaming of a Caribbean

BY SHEILA DUNCAN getaway? I know some of my

REPORTER friends and I would like to go
on one for sure!! Imagine pris-
tine beaches, turquoise wa-

ters, and vibrant cultures waiting to be explored. Wheth-
er you’re looking to relax on sun-soaked shores, dive into
crystal-clear seas, or experience the rich local traditions, a
Caribbean trip offers endless fun and adventure. Howev-
er, before you set sail for paradise, it’s important to be
aware of some key considerations to ensure a smooth
and enjoyable journey. From understanding travel re-
quirements to staying safe and healthy.

Tat this time, the U.S. State Department has updat-
ed its travel warning, advising people to avoid a popu-
lar Caribbean destination. The update, issued on July
25, recommends reconsidering travel to Jamaica due
to crime and inadequate medical services. The initial
alert in February highlighted a rise in home invasions,
armed robberies, sexual assaults, and murders, some of
which occurred at popular all-inclusive resorts.

“The U.S. Embassy routinely receives reports of
sexual assaults, including from U.S. citizen tourists at
resorts. U.S. citizens report slow or unsatisfactory re-
sponses to serious criminal incidents. When arrests are
made, cases are infrequently prosecuted to a final ver-
dict and sentence,” the notice stated.

The update emphasized that while tourist areas typ-
ically have lower rates of violent crime compared to

U.S. Urges Caution for Visitors to
Popular Caribbean Destination

other regions, incidents can still happen throughout Ja-
maica, which has one of the highest homicide rates in
the Western Hemisphere.

Jamaica is now under a level three advisory, indicat-
ing that people should “reconsider travel” there. Other
countries with this advisory level include Egypt, Paki-
stan, Lebanon, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Saudi Ara-
bia. Certain areas of Jamaica are also under a “do not
travel” advisory for embassy personnel. Over 206,000
Americans visited Jamaica last year.

Adding to the travel issues in Jamaica are significant
healthcare concerns, officials said. Emergency service re-
sponse times are slow, and routine care for illnesses or in-
juries is limited. Private hospitals require upfront payment
before admitting patients, and specialized care is scarce.
Ambulance services are not always staffed with trained
EMTs and may not be readily available, particularly in
rural areas. U.S. citizens traveling to Jamaica are ad-
vised to bring their own prescription medications, espe-
cially items like insulin which can be difficult to obtain
and citizens are strongly encouraged to obtain traveler’s
insurance, including medical evacuation insurance, be-
fore traveling,” the alert noted.

If you do travel to Jamaica, the State Department rec-
ommends:

Do not attempt to bring firearms or ammunition, in-
cluding stray rounds, shells, or empty casings. The pen-
alties for carrying firearms or ammunition, even in-
advertently, are severe and can include lengthy prison

sentences.

Avoid walking or driving at night.

Avoid public buses.

Avoid secluded places or situations.

Do not physically resist any robbery attempt.

Be aware of your surroundings and keep a low profile.

Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program at
www.step.state.gov to receive alerts and make it easier
to be located in an emergency.

Follow the Department of State on Facebook and X/
Twitter.

If you are planning on taking a trip no matter the loca-
tion, please stay alert on your surroundings. Be safe and
have fun! (source US Travel Advisory)

Supporting Mental Health and Wellbeing During
the Back-to-School Transition

10. Celebrate Small Wins

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

As the new school year ap-
proaches, both parents and chil-
dren can experience a mix of
excitement and anxiety. The
transition back to school is a
significant event, and it’s essen-
tial to prioritize mental health
and wellbeing during this time.
Here are some practical tips for
parents and children to navigate
this period with resilience and
positivity.

1. Establish a Routine Early

For Parents: Begin setting a
consistent daily schedule a few
weeks before school starts. This
includes regular wake-up times,
meals, and bedtimes. A stable
routine helps children adjust
more easily to the school sched-
ule and reduces anxiety.

For Children: Practice fol-
lowing the new schedule. This
includes waking up and going to
bed at the same times each day,
even on weekends. Consistency
can help regulate your body’s
internal clock and make morn-
ings less stressful.

2. Open Communication is
Key

For Parents: Encourage open
conversations about any fears or
concerns your child may have.
Listen without judgment and
validate their feelings. Share
your own experiences of start-
ing a new school year and how
you managed any worries.

For Children: Don’t hesitate
to talk to your parents or guard-
ians about how you feel. It’s
okay to be nervous or excited.
Sharing your thoughts can help

you feel supported and under-
stood.

3. Set Realistic Expectations

For Parents: 1t’s normal for
children to need time to adjust
to a new school year, especially
if they are entering a new school
or grade level. Set realistic ex-
pectations and be patient as they
settle in. Avoid pressuring them
with high expectations, espe-
cially if they are already feeling
anxious.

For Children: Understand
that it’s okay to make mistakes
or feel overwhelmed at first.
Give yourself time to adapt
to new routines, teachers, and
classmates. Remember, it’s all
part of the learning experience.

4. Prioritize Sleep and Nutri-
tion

For Parents: Ensure your
child gets enough sleep and eats
a balanced diet. Lack of sleep
and poor nutrition can signifi-
cantly impact mood and cogni-
tive function. Create a calming
bedtime routine and encourage
healthy eating habits.

For Children: Try to get at
least 8-10 hours of sleep each
night and eat nutritious meals.
Avoid too much caffeine and
sugar, as they can affect your
mood and energy levels. Stay-
ing hydrated is also important!

5. Encourage Healthy Coping
Mechanisms

For Parents: Teach and mod-
el healthy coping mechanisms
for stress. This could include
deep breathing exercises, mind-
fulness, or physical activity. En-
courage hobbies that your child
enjoys and finds relaxing.

For Children: Find activities

YOU CAN
ORD?
VERED!

Brent Garden Apartments

Homes for our Seniors, One & Two Bedrooms,
Convenient to Stores, Doctors & Hospitals, 24 Hour
Emergency Maintenance with an Award Winning

Management Team.

205.926.7547
57 Steele St.
Centreville, AL
Mon.-Fri. 8am-2:30pm

that help you relax and unwind,
whether it’s reading, drawing,
playing sports, or practicing
mindfulness. Learn some basic
stress management techniques,
like deep breathing or progres-
sive muscle relaxation.

6. Stay Connected with the
School

For Parents: Maintain open
lines of communication with
teachers and school counselors.
They can provide valuable in-
sights into your child’s progress
and wellbeing. Attend parent-
teacher meetings and stay in-
formed about school events and
resources.

For Children: Get to know
your teachers and school coun-
selors. They are there to help
you succeed and can be great re-
sources if you’re struggling with
schoolwork or social issues.

7. Monitor Screen Time and
Social Media

For Parents: Set guidelines
for screen time, especially dur-

ing school nights. Monitor your
child’s social media use, as it
can sometimes contribute to
stress and anxiety. Encourage
offline activities and face-to-
face interactions.

For Children: Be mindful of
how much time you spend on
screens and social media. It’s
easy to get caught up in what’s
happening online, but taking
breaks and engaging in offline
activities can be more beneficial
for your mental health.

8. Seek Professional Help if
Needed

For Parents: 1If you notice
significant changes in your
child’s behavior, mood, or ac-
ademic performance, consid-
er seeking help from a mental
health professional. Early inter-
vention can make a big differ-
ence in managing mental health
issues.

For Children: If you’re feel-
ing persistently sad, anxious, or
overwhelmed, don’t hesitate to
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reach out for help. Talking to a
counselor, therapist, or trusted
adult can provide support and
guidance.

9. Model Self-Care

For Parents: Children often
mirror their parents’ behaviors
and attitudes. By modeling self-
care and positive coping strate-
gies, you can teach your child
the importance of looking after
their mental health. Show them
that it’s okay to take breaks and
prioritize wellbeing.

For  Children: Remember
that it’s okay to take time for
yourself. Engage in activities
that make you happy and re-
laxed. Taking care of your men-
tal health is just as important
as looking after your physical
health.

0
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BIBB MEDICAL CENTER

For  Parents and  Chil-
dren: Recognize and celebrate
achievements, no matter how
small. Whether it’s mastering a
new skill, making a new friend,
or simply getting through a
tough day, acknowledging these
moments can boost confidence
and motivation.

Conclusion

The back-to-school transition
can be challenging, but with the
right strategies and support, par-
ents and children can navigate
this period smoothly. Prioritiz-
ing mental health and wellbeing
is crucial for a successful and
fulfilling school year. Remem-
ber, it’s a journey, and taking
it one step at a time is perfectly
okay.

Johnny Breasseale
dog went missing 1
day after his
passing.
Please help the
family find Blue!
He is a blue pit mix.
Contact the
Centreville Press
for information.

205.926.9769
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Come and experience The Reading Corner, where every visit is a new chapter in
your literary adventure. Here, books come to life, imaginations soar, and the love
of reading is celebrated every day.

Reading Corner: The Horse
and His Boy by C.S. Lewis

courage, and self-discovery set
in the enchanting world of Nar-
nia. This third installment in

BY SAVANNAH LOGAN
REPORTER

line and compelling characters,
making it a delightful read for
both young and adult audiences.

a life of servitude in Calormen
with a talking horse named
Bree. Together, they embark on
a perilous journey to the free
lands of Narnia and the North.
Along the way, they encounter
Aravis, a nobleman’s daughter
fleeing an arranged marriage,
and her talking horse, Hwin.
The quartet faces numerous
challenges, including treacher-
ous deserts, political intrigue,
and the menacing pursuit of
Prince Rabadash’s army.

Their journey is not only a
physical quest but also a pro-
found exploration of identity
and destiny. Shasta discovers
his true heritage and the cour-
age within himself, while Bree
and Aravis also undergo sig-
nificant personal growth. Their
adventures culminate in a thrill-

C.S. Lewis’s The Horse and

the Chronicles of Narnia series

His Boy is a tale of adventure,

stands out with its unique story-

The story follows a young

boy named Shasta, who escapes ing climax where their bravery

and unity play a crucial role in
thwarting a major threat to Nar-
nia.

The Horse and His Boy is
a remarkable blend of fantasy
and reality, with C.S. Lewis’s
vivid descriptions bringing the
landscapes and characters to
life. The book’s pacing is per-
fect, with enough action to keep
readers on the edge of their
seats, balanced with moments
of introspection and character
development.

Lewis’s storytelling is im-
bued with his signature wit and
wisdom. Themes of friendship,
loyalty, and the search for one’s
true path are woven seamlessly
into the narrative, making it
both entertaining and thought-
provoking. The characters are
richly developed, each with
their own distinct personalities

and arcs that resonate deeply
with readers.

One of the book’s great-
est strengths is its accessibility.
While part of a larger series, it
stands alone perfectly, allow-
ing new readers to dive into
the world of Narnia without
any prior knowledge. For long-
time fans, it provides additional
depth and context to the Nar-
nian lore, enhancing the overall
experience of the series.

The Horse and His Boy is a
captivating tale that exemplifies
C.S. Lewis’s literary genius. It’s
a book that transports readers
to a magical world while im-
parting timeless lessons about
bravery, identity, and the impor-
tance of following one’s heart.
Whether you’re a fan of fantasy
or simply enjoy a well-told sto-
ry, this book is a great read.

GOVERNMENTAL MEETINGS

» Bibb County Commission meets the 2nd and 4th Monday
of each month at 6 p.m. at the County Commission Chambers
inside the Rock Building-Courthouse Annex.

» Centreville City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month at 5 p.m..

» Brent Council meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month
at 5:00 p.m. at Brent City Hall.

» West Blocton City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of
each month at 7 p.m.

» Woodstock City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays of
each month at 5:00 p.m.

» The Bibb County Board of Education normally holds regu-
lar monthly Board Meetings the second Tuesday of every month.
Meetings are at 5:00 p.m. and are held in the Board Room of the
Central Office. Board Minutes are available on our website at
www.bibbed.org. Ph. 205-926-9881.

SPECIAL WEEKLY
HAPPENINGS

» Come join us for The Masters Kitchen at the First Baptist
Church of Woodstock, Coldwater Rd. on the 1st and 3rd Monday
of each month at 6 p.m. Free meal along with a great message
through the word or a song.

» Attention Bibb County Landowners- Would you like to get
the most usage out of your property? If so, come to the Alabama
Treasurer Forest-Bibb County Chapter meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month at the Daily Grind in Centreville from
6-7pm.

WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES

» Green Pond Presbyterian Church, Service at 10 a.m. every
Sunday. Pastor, Bev Dodson.

» Enon Baptist Church 5286 Montevallo Rd. Centreville, AL
35042. Sunday worship 10:30am, Sunday School 9:30am, con-
tact info 205-928-9421 or 205-490-4830.

» Woodstock United Methodist Church services begin Sun-
day School at 10am Worship at 11.

» Sandy Chapel Church services start at 9 am for preaching
10 am for Sunday School.

» Scottsville Union Church, Co. Rd. 9., Sun. School-10 a.m.,
Worship-11 a.m., Sun. eve. Bible Study 5 p.m., Wed. service 6
p.m, Bro. J. R. Keeton, Pastor. Info, 205-340-1864.

»wNew Life West Blocton a revival oriented church. Sunday
Service at 11am, Wed. night service at 7pm. Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

» Little Hope Primitive Baptist Church holds services on Sat.
before 3rd Sun. of each month at 10am. Elder Scott Sexton-Pas-
tor. For info 205-225-4341.

» Scottsville Baptist Church holds church service on Tue. at
7pm. with a different speaker each week.

» God’s House of Prayer 489 Co. Rd 162 Marion, AL (in Hei-
berger) hold services every Sunday at 11am.

» Centreville Church of Christ, 824 Montevallo Rd.,
Centreville. 926-5683. Assembly times-Sun. a.m. Bible
Study-9:30, a.m. Worship-10:30, p.m. Worship-5:00 p.m.; Wed.
night-6:30.

» Six Mile Baptist Church: Sunday School on Sun. at 10am,
Worship at 11am. Wed. Bible Study at 6 pm.

» 1st United Pentecostal Church of Centreville has weekly
services. Pastor Marilyn Belcher, Asst. Pastor Murray Nichols.
For info, call 205-225-0007.

»wNew Jerusalem Holiness Church holds services in the
Woodstock Plaza on Sun. at 10:30 am and 6:30 pm, and Wed. at
7:30pm.

» Apostolic Revival Center holds services on Sunday: Sunday
School 2pm. and Worship 3pm.; Wed. Bible Study 7pm.

» West Blocton Bible Methodist Church holds services on:
Sunday School 10am, Worship Service 11am, Sunday Night S5Spm
& Wednesday night 6pm. The Bible Methodist Church meeting
every second Tues. of each month at 10:30, lunch provided.

» Randolph Baptist Church Sunday School 9am, preaching
10am. Wednesday night teen kids & youth 6:15pm, supper pro-
vided at 6pm.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
& REMINDERS
» The Bibb County Planning Commission is an organization
involving county landowners and forestry groups. We meet the
third Tuesday of each month at 1PM in the Alabama Forestry
Commission Office located at 9712 Highway 5, Brent, AL.

» Car Tag Renewal Months: (Alphabet indicates the first let-
ter of last name) January-A/D, February-B, March-C/E, April-F/
G/N, May-H/O, June-M/1, July-P/L, August-J/K/R, September-
Q/S/T, October-U-Z and November-Commercial.

» Brierfield Fire & Rescue meets on the last Monday of each
month at 7pm at Station 1 located at 18756 AL-139. For more
information, call the Station at 205-665-3060. We welcome vol-
unteers!

» Green Pond Fire & Rescue holds its monthly meetings
every first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm at Station 1, located
at 19629 Eastern Valley Road in Woodstock. These meetings are
open to the public and everyone is invited and encouraged to at-
tend. For more information, call GPFR at 205-938-9991 or visit
greenpondfire.com

» The Bibb County Bee Keepers Association August meeting
will be at The Cahaba Lily Center in West Blocton. For more info
call the BC Extension Office at 205-926-4310 or mdh0007@
aces.edu or Chuck Allen 205-202-0501. Find us on FB at Bibb
Co. Beekeepers.

» Bama Carry of Bibb County meets on the 2nd Thursday
of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Sawmeal Restaurant. For more
info contact Danny Jones 928-2455.

» Women for Sobriety meets every Tues. at 5:30pm. For info
call Karen 205-718-4097.

»E. O. P. meets the 3rd Mon. of each month at Rock Building.

»Bibb County Soil & Water meets at 9:00 a.m. on the 3rd
Tue. of each month at 183 S. W. Davidson Dr., Centreville. 926-
4360.

» Bibb County GOP will hold quarterly meetings in January,
April, July and October. Next meeting will be Thursday, July 3.

» Bibb County Chamber of Commerce holds monthly meetings
on the 2nd Thurs. of the month at Spm. at the chamber building.

» Friendship Lodge #83 F & AM in Centreville meets on 1st
and 3rd Thur. at 7pm. at 28 Ct. Sq. All members are encouraged
to attend.

» The Bibb Co. Airport Authority meets on the 1st Thursday
of each month at 5pm. at Bibb County Airport.

» The Centreville Historic Preservation Commission now
meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 5 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall.

» American Legion Post 47 West Blocton meets 7pm on the
4th Tues. of each month at 195 Rose Lane in West Blocton. Vet-
erans are encouraged to attend. For more info call Jimmy Fitts
938-3713 or Gary Monk 938-0621. American Legion Auxiliary
& Sons of American Legion are accepting members. Call Jan
Fitts 938-3713 or Cathy Atchison 938-7617.

»The Brent Cemetery Committee reminds the community
of its policy of periodically removing old & faded flowers from
cemetery. We welcome flowers, but ask you to remove flowers
when faded.

LIBRARY HOURS

» The Brent/Centreville Public Library hours are. M-9a-8p,
Tu-Th-9a-5p, Fri.-9a-1p Closed, Sat & Sun.

»The West Blocton Public Library hours are. Mon.-closed,
Tues. 10am-2pm, Wed.-12pm-4pm, Thur.-1pm-5pm, Fri.-12pm-
3pm, Sat.-10am-1pm, Sun.-closed.

» Woodstock Community Library is open Sunday & Mon-
day: closed, Tuesday: 11AM - 5PM, Wednesday: 10AM - 5PM,
Thursday 10AM - 5PM, Friday 10-4

» Vance Town Library is open Tues. & Thurs. 3-5pm. & Sat.
2-4pm.

PRAYER & SUPPORT GROUPS

» Join us at the Celebrate Recovery support group each Tues-
day at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall at Brent Bible Methodist
Church. For more information contact Dwight Crosley at 812-
675-1543.

» Cancer Support Group Startup for Bibb County. Anyone in-
terested - please call and provide your contact information 205-
926-5803 or 205-316-8741.

» Group One, a Bibb County Cancer Support groups meets at
BMC, AOB meeting room the fourth Thursday of each month.
For information call 205-316-8970.

»If you need help, call 2-1-1 for community services to get
assistance. United Way of West AL.

» Is your church or civic organization interested in starting a
“Home Delivery Meal Ministry (Program)”? At the core of the
pro-grams is a nutritious meal, companionship and a watchful
eye on the health and safety of our senior adults who have trouble
getting around. For more information call (205-926-3968).

» Helping Other People Excel (HOPE) in Bibb County is a
group of stakeholders within the Bibb County Community who
have a vested interest in ensuring that all residents have the
knowledge, skills, and abilities to obtain available resources that
will equip them to thrive. Whether you (or someone you know)
is in need of food, clothes, or other resources, our coalition works
to either provide or help identify resources to meet your needs.
Please contact John Skinner at 205-876-6931 or via email at
compassionandhopefoodbasket@gmail.com or H.O.P.E. in Bibb
County at hopeinbibbco@gmail.com.

FREE CLASSES

» Bibb Family Connections offers free Parenting Classes on
the 2nd and 4th Thur. of each month at 10:00 am. The Earn While
You Learn class offers opportunities for those with infants and
toddlers to earn baby supplies and needs while attending classes.
For more info call 205-926-3170 or come by Mon. mornings
from 9-1 to sign up. Email, bibbsavealife@gmail.com. 48 Uni-
versity Way, Brent, AL.

» Bibb Family Connections is always looking for voluenteers
and donations. Please call 205-926-3170 to find out how to help.

» GED classes are offered free of charge to Bibb Co. residents
at Brent Elem. School, 4 nights wkly, Mon.-Thur. Classes begin
at 5:00 p.m. Vouchers are available to help pay the cost of the
GED test for class participants. More info, call 205-260-0041.

»The new Genealogy Class will be held monthly the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday at 10:00 a.m at the Woodstock Community
Library. Dianne Chesser returns as our master genealogist and
patrons will have free access to Ancestry.com during class time.
Those interested may call 938-0008 or check our Facebook for
more information. www.facebook.com/woodstockcommunityli-
brary

QUARTERLY MEETINGS
» The Bibb County Chapter of the Alabama Treasure Forest
hold quarterly meetings. For info. call 926-9765 or 926-4917.
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Private landowners interested in good stewardship of property

are needed.

» West Blocton Lunch Bunch, 1st Wed. of Feb., Apr., Aug.,

and Oct. More info, 938-2622.

CEMETERY FUNDING

»If you have loved ones buried at any of the following
cemeteries and would like to make a donation for upkeep and
etc., please send check (made payable to “(Church or Cemetery
Name) Cemetery Fund” to the name and address listed below:

» Enon Baptist Church Cemetery: Main donations to Enon
Baptist Cemetery PO Box 609 Centreville, AL 35042 For more
info. 205-613-9060 or 205-928-2529.

» Thrasher Family Cemetery in Woodstock, AL: ¢/o Danny
Kellum 11502 Brown Circle Woodstock, AL 35188.

» Shady Grove II Cemetery: Shady Grove II Baptist, 7247
Grey Hill Rd., West Blocton, AL 35184.

» Pleasant Hill Church cemetery 2827 Ingate Pass, Centreville,

AL 35042.

»Mount Carmel Cemetery: Baptist Foundation of Alabama,
P. O. Box 241227, Montgomery, AL 36124-1227. Mark check
“Mt. Carmel Cemetery Fund Account #00-1870”

» Pondville Perpetual Cemetery: Larry Watkins 8490 Payne

Lake Rd. Brent, AL 35034.

» Wesley Chapel Methodist Church Cemetery: Linda Crim
7197 Montevallo Rd. Centreville, AL 205.340.3476.
» Schultz Creek Cemetery: PO Box 706, Centreville, AL 35042.
» Shiney Rock Cemetery: call 205-938-9537.
»Kinard Cemetery, Lowreytown: Kinard Cemetery Fund,
Lowreytown, C/O Vicki Goggins 1694 Hopewell Church Road

West Blocton, 35184.

» If you have family buried at Old Salem Methodist Church
Cemetary send donation to, Salem Methodist Cemetary Fund,
374 Collen Road, Selma, Al 36701 or call Jean Stevens at 205-

316-8736.

» Donations to Mt. Ivah Cemetery are greatly appreciated.
Please send to: Lynn R. Johnson, 67 Friendship Pass, Brent Al

35034.

» Little Hope Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery (West
Eoline): C/O William Deason 262 Grover Lane Centreville, AL

35042-5562.

» Green Pond Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Homecom-
ing is 4th Sunday in May, Send donations for upkeep to P O Box

145, Green Pond, AL 35074.

» Cedar Grove Cemetery donations can be mailed to Mike
Lewis at 575 Cedar Grove Rd. West Blocton, AL 35184. For
more information contact 205.617.0119.
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We have a simple goal: to continuously provide
services to meet the individual needs of your
Sfamily and ensure you are comfortable and

secure during this emotional time.

805 Birmingham Rd.
4 Centreville, AL
", 205.926.4876
www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

J

| .

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist
Brierfield 665-1111

Bethel Baptist Brent
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
Brierfield 665-4865

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 926-4491

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church

Caffee Junction

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

477-5058

Rising Star Baptist

Centreville 926-

Rehobeth Baptist

4115 Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays

Freindship Rd. * Brent

Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove I

West Blocton 938-0120

Friendship Bible Methodist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

Baptist

Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist

Centreville 926-

Six Mile Baptist
Brierfield

West Blocton Bible

Methodist Church

355 Camellia Lane, West Blocton
205.826.5763

7041

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

Smith Hill Baptist

West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

722 Magnolia St

West Blocton

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

West Blocton First Baptist

938-7392

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Woodstock Baptist

938-7407

BIBLE
Grace Bible

Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of The

Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
Brierfield 205-665-4730

Woodstock United
Methodist Church

73 Strickland Drive
938-0608
www.woodstockumcal.org

Holy Spirit

The Apostle Church

Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN

Marvel Christian Union

West Scottsville

United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ

926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The Nazarene
Brent

Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton

Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple

Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy

at Eoline
256-393-9625

Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God

PENTECOSTAL

New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal Church of
Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.

Of Prophecy 926-4261

West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent

205-926-7600

Green Pond Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Church Of God

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumberland
Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

OBITUARIES

Laurence Meigs

olliff

Laurence Meigs OIlliff of
Centreville unexpectedly en-
tered rest on July 16 in at Dru-
id City Hospital in Tuscaloosa.
He had been in Tuscaloosa for
medical treatment for the previ-
ous month.

Larry, as he was known, was a
lifelong resident of Centreville,
who was born in Selma March
16, 1952, the son of Laura Jean
Meigs Olliff and Martin Tan-
ner Olliff, both of whom were
deceased at the time of Larry’s
passing.

Larry  attended  Alexan-
der Consolidated School in

Centreville and graduated from
Bibb County High School, Class
of 1970. He attended University
of Montevallo, after which he
returned to Centreville, where
he was engaged in a number
pursuits for many years. For
the past ten years he had been
retired.

He is survived by several
first cousins, Gail Sparks Clark,
Sandi Meigs Horsley, Debbie
Meigs Manis, Danny Meigs of
Georgetown, Texas, Judge Jack
Meigs, and Dr. John Meigs, and
a number of half brothers and
sisters.

I'll Fly Away

The author of “I’ll Fly
Away,” which is arguably
one of the most widely well-
known hymns ever written,
is one that we have already
learned about before with the
history of the hymn “Jesus,
Hold my Hand” - Albert E.
Brumley. With over 600 pub-
lished songs, it’s no wonder
he had so many rise in pop-
ularity like they did. How-
ever, few know that “I’ll Fly
Away” was actually the very
first song that he submitted
to a publisher — and it was
only at the encouragement of
his wife, Goldie Edith Schell,
that he did so.

Finally mustering up the
courage to send it off, “I’ll
Fly Away” quickly rose in
popularity and was sent
throughout the soundwaves
to the nation by radio. Gos-
pel quartets also quickly ad-
opted an affinity for singing
it during their travels across
the country. As it was a song
that was written during the
Great Depression, it renewed
hope within many as they lis-
tened to the lyrics.

The words came to him
one day while he was out in
the hot fields picking cot-
ton. What was exactly on his
mind will never be known,
but it is recorded that he later
said that he was dreaming of
flying away from that cotton
field after singing to himself
the song, “If I Had the Wings
of an Angel.” Whether he
was dealing with something
in his heart that made him
long for the ultimate deliver-
ance of eternal life with the
Savior, or if he was simply
wishing to be out of that hot
cotton field, or a mixture of

both - we may never know.
Regardless of the roots of his
ruminations that led to the
writing of “I’ll Fly Away,”
his words have resonated
with millions over the years.

Psalm 55:6 says, “Oh that
I had wings like a dove! For
then would I fly away and
be at rest.” Do you ever find
yourselves in seasons of life
where your body, mind, and
soul long for rest, yet life (as
relentless as it can be this
side of heaven) refuses it?
As much as we want to run
away from the things, the
circumstances that cause us
to suffer, we would do our-
selves the disservice of the
opportunity God has given
us to grow in our faith of be-
ing able to trust in His own
faithfulness to us if we did.
We are unfortunately prom-
ised trials and tribulations as
believers, but even still, we
are not without hope. As Ro-
mans 5:3-5 reminds us: “Not
only so, but we also glory in
our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character,
hope. And hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s
love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to
us.”

Christ is our eternal hope,
embedded into our very
hearts through the power of
the Holy Spirit — is He not?
To be raised with Christ af-
ter our earthly sufferings are
brought to completion, to
take hold of the eternal life
of love and peace to “a land
where joy shall never end”
- the place that by Christ’s

own suffering and sacrifice,
we now through grace alone
have access to? Isn’t that the
point of it all? Even when our
hearts are aching beyond be-
lief, wondering if earthly de-
liverance may never come —
may we remember that Jesus
can intimately relate to our
hearts in the ways that He
also suffered during his time
in humanity on earth. If you
long to feel understood, to
feel seen - I encourage you to
turn to Him and ask Him to
show you how dearly He tru-
ly does understand. God sees
you, right where you are. He
sees your hurts, and He longs
to hold you through them if
you’ll allow Him.

Like David in the Psalms,
may we pray these words
from our own hearts: “Guide
me in your truth and teach
me, for you are God my Sav-
ior, and my hope is in you
all day long” (Psalm 25:5).
A truth that we can rely on,
no matter what we face — we
are safe and secure in the
love of the Father. He has
not forgotten us — and He is
with us through the fire and
the flood, no matter what we
may face. Take heart, friend,
in the One who has overcome
the world — and find peace
and hope in that “some glad
morning, when this life is
over - [we’ll] fly away” to be
with our Savior if we place
our dearest hurts, hopes, and
trust safely in Him.

Do you have a hymn you
would like to learn more
about? Feel free to call in a
request or email me at savan-
nah.pearce@bibbcommuni-
tymedia.com. 1 would love
to hear from you!
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FOOD LAND

"Your Homelown Grocery Store"

20000°Hwy: 11
‘Woodstock, Alabama
205-938-2991

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE

LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville 926-5393

EPISCOPAL

The Church Of The Holy Com-
forter

Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit Holiness Church
Centreville 926-4321

Cahawba Christian
Academy & Daycare

4\

«
Affordable Tuition
Daycare,K3,K4,K5

Elementary, Junior &

Senior High
College Prep

Biblically Based Education

926-4676
www.cahabachristianacademy.com

(]

Nelson
Heating & Coolin ]

Licence# 83578 |

205-938-9555
26601 HWY 5 | WOODSTOCK, AL

S

—
Meluin, Dean & Terrill Nelson

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co.Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church

1008 Walnut Street « Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763

Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh'’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5

Woodstock, AL 35188

Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer

489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933

Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community Church
926-4934

TIRE & AUTO
REPAIR

24 Hour Road Service
Truck & Passenger Tires,
Brakes, Tune-Ups, Oi
Changes, Transmission Fiter
Changes, ect.

Day (205) 926-4851

Associated Foods
Savmor
Food Outlet

Brent, Al

The BCHS Class of “69 had a great get-to-
gether on Friday, July 19, 2024 at Simply De-
licious in Demopolis. Allan Wyatt hosted it.
All had so much fun as they always do.

Homecoming held at Ridgeville Church of
the Nazarene on July 28, 2024 with Bob Sell-
ers as Guest singer

Among those having Birthdays in July in-
clude Teresa Suttle, Peggy Simmons, Tish
Bamberg Patton, Kipton McGee, Linda King,
Kitty Hollis, Gena Caffee Dowdle, Hollie
Rowland, Hilary West, Perry and Jim Garner.

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Dot
McGee who passed away recently. Dot will be
missed by her family and many friends.

The Joyful Hearts of Brent Baptist Church
met on Monday, July 22, 2024.

Charlotte Lovelady West enjoyed lunch re-
cently at PF Chang’s with school friends Kar-
en Jackson and Pam Worrell. A good visit and
laughs.

Birthday wishes go out to Florence and
Cindy Elam, hope your July birthdays were
full of fun and gaiety.

Birthday wishes go out to Catherine Bow-
man who recently celebrated her 17" Birth-
day. Happy Birthday, Amy Watts Boykin, Au-
gust 31,

If you have news call it in at 205.316.1181.
Take Care and God Bless!

( ey West Eoline News

From The Pen Of Jane Hannah

Pennie Mitchell, Ruth Deason, Jane Han-
nah & Jo Kitchen played Hand & Foot one
evening last week hosted by Jo. After snacks
and one game, Carol Schladerbach joined the
group for Hunts Supreme Pizza and much
laughter. The second game continued with the
same teams; Jo & Ruth against Pennie & Jane.
Everyone enjoyed the games so much it really
didn’t matter who won.

Tanner and Alana Caddis welcomed their
son Shepherd Wayne into the world Tues-
day afternoon, July 30, 2024. That makes
six grandchildren for Gene & Carolyn Caddis
with one more expected in January. This pre-
cious great grandchild gift to Wayne Deason
now numbers eight with two on the way.

SYMPATHY for the family of Glenda
Boothe from West Blocton. Services were
held August 1st at Woodstock Chapel. Stacey
Thompson said her Mother was now at peace
after her many years of life changes as a result
of dementia.

NEIGHBOR NEWS - Amy Ellison is mov-
ing back to our area ... Welcome Amy! She
and Ruth Deason have made several moving
trips with clothes and dishes before the guys
do the heavy lifting.

Sherry Rylee visited her Mom Carol Schlad-
erbach one day last week and they joined Ruth
Deason, Jane Hannah and Jo Kitchen for a late
lunch.

Avery & Addison Roper stayed several days
last week with LaShelle Kinney. At age 12,
they were a great help with baby Kaydi. They
rode with me Friday to Tuscaloosa. With

Chick-fil-A in their laps, we traveled the In-
terstate and after a stop at Kohl’s, we met their
Mother Brittney in Fultondale. I returned to
meet Jo Kitchen for a meal and stopped to get
Geneva Mullins for a little TV time and Rum-
mikub. Sister time is always good.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY this week to Jo Ann
Medders 8-9, Candice Carter & Christopher
Green 8-10, Quinley Petty 8-12, Myla Nick-
elson & Jane Hannah 8-15, Pennie Mitchell
8-16.

FUNDAY SUNDAY: Church, lunch, and
then Amy Ellis, Ruth Deason, and Jo Kitch-
en visited Jane Hannah for an afternoon of
games.

UPDATE ON LITTLE HOPE CEMETERY
by WD.

Due to a resent storm that had very gusty
winds, a lot of the flowers that had been
placed on loved ones graves were blown all
over the graveyard and church grounds. The
grass was cut on Saturday and we had to pick-
up the flowers. We had no way of knowing
what grave the flowers were from so they were
discarded. Most of which were older and fad-
ed but a few that were very nice. So if you are
missing flowers that is what happened. Our
apologies but we did the best we could. If you
would like to help financially with the up keep
of the cemetery it would be greatly appreci-
ated. You may SEND DONATIONS to: “Little
Hope Cemetery Fund”, C/O William Deason,
262 Grover Ln., Centreville, AL 35042.

Have a blessed week. Call 478-396-2513 to
share your news.
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SERVICES

SELLING a RV, Tractor or
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million
readers each week! Run
your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per
week! Make one call to this
newspaper (participating
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or
call 1-800-264-7043 to find
out how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable  pric-
es - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-855-405-
8901

NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED! Our publishing staff
will help you self-publish
your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit! Limit-
ed offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE
QUOTE from America’s

Most Trusted Interstate
Movers. Let us take the
stress out of moving!

Speak to a Relocation

Specialist, call 844-925-
3534
WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-

UP & RESTORATION: A
small amount of water can
lead to major damage in
your home. Our trusted
professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs
to protect your family and
your home’s value! If you
have water in your home
that needs to be dried,
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-2344
Have zip code of service
location ready when you
call!

EDUCATION

ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty
& Military Veterans! Begin
a new career and earn
your Degree at CTI! Online
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans
& Families! To learn more,
call 866-475-1014 (M-F
8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-855-
405-8647

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The Water Works and
Sewer Board of the City
of Centreville, Alabama
will conduct a Public
Meeting to review the
proposed Lead Service
Line Inventory and Re-
placement project. This
project includes prepara-
tion of a lead service line
inventory and replace-
ment of any water service
lines identified as lead.
This project will be fund-
ed with BIL grant mon-
ies through the Alabama
Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund Program.

This Public Meeting
will be held at 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, August 13,

2024, at the Centreville
Water Works and Sewer
Board office located at
1270 Walnut Street, Cen-
treville, Alabama 35042.

Officials representing
the Water Works and
Sewer Board of the City
of Centreville, Alabama
will be on hand to answer
questions and address
public concerns. The En-
vironmental Information
Document for this proj-
ect is available for review
at the Centreville Water
Works and Sewer Board
office located at 1270
Walnut Street, Centrev-
ille, Alabama 35042.

Centreville Press

July 19, 26, August 2 &
9, 2024

NOTICE OF COMPLETION

Advertisement for
Completion — Legal
Notice

In accordance with
Chapter 1, Title 39, Code
of Alabama, 1975, notice
is hereby given that CEN-
TRAL ALABAMA AS-
PHALT & CONSTRUC-
TION COMPANY, LLC
has completed the CON-
TRACT for CONSTRUC-
TION of the MILLING,
PAVING, ROAD RE-
PAIRS, AND RESUR-
FACING OF TWO RES-
IDENTIAL STREETS
WITHIN THE TOWN
OF WOODSTOCK: GA-
BRIELLE DRIVE AND

LAURA LANE (PROJ-
ECT), for THE TOWN
OF WOODSTOCK,
ALABAMA and have
made request for final
settlement of said CON-
TRACT. All persons
having any claim for la-
bor, materials, or other-
wise in connection with
this PROJECT should
immediately be filed
at P.O. Box 20766,
Tuscaloosa, AL 35402,
or Call Marcus Barr 205-
349-0910.

Centreville Press

July 26, August 2, 9 &
16, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Wiregrass Construction
Co, Inc hereby gives no-
tice of completion of con-
tract with The Alabama
Department of Transpor-
tation, for construction of
Project No: Project No.
STPNU-HSIP-0025(565)
Bibb County, 5.851 mi.
Micro-Milling, Resurfac-
ing (Scrub Seal), Bridge

Guardrail Retrofit,
Guardrail Installation,
Safety Scoring and Traf-

fic Stripe on SR-25 from
the Junction of CR-67 to
the Shelby County Line.
This notice will appear for
four consecutive weeks
beginning on 07/30/2024
and ending 08/20/2024.
All claims should be filed
at: Wiregrass Construc-
tion Co, 1342 Carmichael
Way, Montgomery, Ala-
bama 36106 during this
period.

Centreville Press

August 2, 9 & 16, 2024

PROBATE NOTICE

IN THE PROBAT
COURT OF
BIB COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA
CASE NUMBER
2024PC035

IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF:

JENNIFER CHISM
JONES, DECEASED
LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATON of
said deceased having
been granted to the
u undersigned on the
22 day of July 2024,
by the HONORABLE
JUDGE STEPHANIE
W. KEMMER of Pro-
bate of Bibb County,
notice s hereby given
that all persons hav-
ing claims against said

estate are Hereby re-
quired to present the
same within the same
within the time allowed
by law or the same will
be barred.
J.C. CHISM
Administrator
Kacey D.
(DAV205)
DOWNS & DAVIS
LAW, LLC

Attorney for Petition-
ers

Post Office Box 65
20038 US Highway 11
Woodstock, Alabama
35188

Telephone: (205) 938-
2024

Centreville Press
July 26, August 2 & 9,
2024

Davis

Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-855-
405-9791

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service,
call now for a free quote
and see how much you can
save! 1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $59.99/
month! Free Installation!
160+ channels available.
Call Now to Get the Most
Sports & Entertainment on
TV! 844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today schedule
a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-877-568-
2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME
with Beautiful New Blinds
& Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it conve-
nient to shop from home.
Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the
USA. Call for free consul-
tation: 1-855-405-8839.

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF BIBB

Default having been
made of the terms of the
loan documents secured
by that certain mortgage
executed by Keith L Ward
A Married Man to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee,
as nominee for HomeTown
Mortgage Services, Inc.,
its successors and assigns
dated February 28, 2014;
said mortgage being re-
corded on March 4, 2014,
in Book 290, Page 398 in
the Office of the Judge of
Probate of Bibb County,
Alabama. Said Mortgage
was last sold, assigned
and transferred to Stearns
Lending, LLC by assign-
ment recorded in Deed
Book 301, Page 306 in the
Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Bibb County, ALA-
BAMA.

The undersigned, Guar-
anteed Rate, Inc., under
and by virtue of the power
of sale contained in said
mortgage, will sell at pub-
lic outcry to the highest
bidder for cash before the
main entrance of the Court
House in Bibb County, Al-
abama during the legal
hours of sale (between
11am and 4pm), on the 4th
day of September, 2024
the following property, sit-
uated in Bibb County, Ala-
bama, to-wit:

Ask about our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase* Call
1-877-323-5516 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-844-871-6175

GoGo. Live and age your
way. Get help with rides,
groceries, meals and
more. Memberships start
as low as $1 per day.
Available 24/7 nationwide.

A parcel of land located
in the West 1/2 of the NE
1/4, Section 9, Township
22 South, Range 6 West,
Bibb County; Alabama de-
scribed as follows: Com-
mence at the Northeast
corner of the NW 1/4 of the
NE 1/4 and run South 89
degrees 30 minutes West
along the North bound-
ary of said 1/4-1/4 sec-
tion 653.71 feet; thence
run South 01 degrees
59 minutes 41 seconds
West 646.91 feet; thence
run South 89 degrees
38 minutes 31 seconds
East 207.51 feet; thence
run South 01 degrees 05
minutes 15 seconds East
428.31 feet to an angle
iron; thence run South 89
degrees 45 minutes West
99.64 feet to an iron, said
point being the point of be-
ginning; thence run South
0 degrees 29 minutes 17
seconds West 708.64 feet
to an iron at the intersec-
tion of the North right of
way of Frog Level Road;
thence run Northerly along
said right or way the fol-
lowing bearings and dis-
tances: North 76 degrees
48 minutes 49 seconds
West 132.16 feet; North
63 degrees 25 minutes
12 seconds West 67.09
feet; North 52 degrees
50 minutes 51 seconds
West 87.15 feet; North
46 degrees 36 minutes
19 seconds West 83.20
feet; North 45 degrees
24 minutes 27 seconds

PUBLICATION NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF BIBB COUN-
TY, ALABAMA

SAMUEL LARRY
SMITHERMAN & CARO-
LYN DENISE SMITHER-

MAN,
Plaintiffs,
V.
ANGELA TABB,
Defendant
CASE NO. CV-2024-
900039
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Angela Tabb, whose
whereabouts are unknown,
is hereby Ordered to an-

swer the Complaint which
has been filed by Samuel
and Carolyn Smitherman
on or before the 16th day of
September 2024, or other-
wise, a judgment by default
may be taken against her.

This Notice is published
pursuant to an Order of the
Circuit Court of Bibb County
dated this 18th day of Sep-
tember 2024.

Kayla Cooner

Circuit Clerk

Centreville Press

July 26, August 2, 9 & 16,
2024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF WOOD-
STOCK
PUBLIC NOTICE
SEEKING BIDS

The Town of Wood-
stock is seeking sealed
bids for Professional
Janitorial Services at
two locations:

The Woodstock Town
Hall 28513 Highway 5
Woodstock, AL

The Woodstock Senior
Center 28515 Highway 5
Woodstock, AL

Awarded bidder to pro-
vide all supervision, la-
bor, equipment and ser-
vices required to perform
the duties described in
the bid specifications.

Sealed bids will be
received by the Town
of Woodstock 28513
Highway 5 Woodstock,

AL. 35188 until August
19, 2024 at 5:00 pm at
which time they will be
publicly opened and
read aloud.

Bid specifications
for this project will be
available at the Town
Hall 28513 Highway 5
Woodstock, AL. 35188
or by contacting the
Town Clerk at

205-938-9790 or by
email: townclerk@town-
ofwoodstockal.com.

The Town of Wood-
stock reserves the right
to reject any or all bids.
For more information,
please call Woodstock
Town Hall at 205-938-
9790.

Centreville Press

July 26, August 2, 9 &
16, 2024

BBB Rated A+ Business.
Call GoGo to get started.
1-844-952-3266

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the
details!  1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.com/al-
abama #6258

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer.) Offer
ends 6/30/24. Call 1-877-
205-0836

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from

West 103.45 feet; North
40 degrees 39 minutes
44 seconds West 63.76
feet; North 34 degrees 04
minutes 25 seconds West
50.97 feet; North 26 de-
grees 25 minutes 18 sec-
onds West 51.0 feet; North
19 degrees 29 minutes
11 seconds West 25.44
feet; North 16 degrees
18 minutes 29 seconds
West 29.88 feet; North
10 degrees 11 minutes
40 seconds West 48.84
feet; North 04 degrees
50 minutes 43 seconds
West 58.57 feet; North
07 degrees 35 minutes
57 seconds West 52.26
feet; North 17 degrees 48
minutes 57 seconds West
122.80 feet to an iron pin;
thence run North 89 de-
grees 46 minutes 39 sec-
onds East 299.91 feet to an
iron pin; thence run North
89 degrees 49 minutes 44
seconds East 266.14 feet
to the point of beginning.

Said property is com-
monly known as 1518 Frog
Level Rd, West Blocton, AL
35184.

Should a conflict arise
between the property ad-
dress and the legal de-
scription the legal descrip-
tion will control.

Said property will be sold
subject to any outstanding
ad valorem taxes (including
taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable),
the right of redemption of
any taxing authority, all
outstanding liens for pub-
lic utilities which constitute
liens upon the property, any
matters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate sur-
vey and inspection of the
property, any assessments,
liens, encumbrances, ease-
ments, rights-of-way, zon-
ing ordinances, restrictions,
special assessments, cove-

Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-3163

ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS Needing Siding,
Window or Roofs. We are
opening a branch office
and will be using these
homes for advertising.
SAVE HUNDREDS. 100%
Financing*.SR/Military dis-
counts. $1000 OFF with
this ad. ENDS SOON *wac
800-350-0591

AUTOMOTIVE

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business.
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from
$29 month Free 2-minute
Quote! We Compare all
Insurance providers offers
for you! Lowest Rates! Call
Now 866-450-0943

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE

nants, the statutory right of
redemption pursuant to Ala-
bama law, and any matters
of record including, but not
limited to, those superior to
said Mortgage first set out
above. Said property will
be sold on an “as-is” basis
without any representa-
tion, warranty or recourse
against the above-named
or the undersigned. The
successful  bidder must
present certified funds in
the amount of the winning
bid at the time and place of
sale.

Alabama law gives some
persons who have an inter-
est in property the right to
redeem the property under
certain circumstances. Pro-
grams may also exist that
help persons avoid or delay
the foreclosure process. An
attorney should be consult-
ed to help you understand
these rights and programs
as a part of the foreclosure
process.

The sale will be conduct-
ed subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is not
prohibited under the U.S.
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to
final confirmation and audit
of the status of the loan with
the holder of the Mortgage.

GUARANTEED RATE,
INC., SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO STEARNS
LENDING, LLC

as holder of said mort-
gage

McCalla Raymer Leibert
Pierce, LLC

505 20th Street North,
Suite 1775

Birmingham, AL 35203

(205) 216-4238

FT21@mccalla.com

File No. 22-04075AL

www.foreclosurehotline.
net

Centreville Press

July 26, August 2 & 9,
2024

PROBATE NOTICE

In the Probate Court
of Bibb County Ala-
bama

In Re the estate of

Alice Mae Hill, de-

ceased

Case No: 2024PC063

Notice of Appoint-
ment of personal Rep-

resentative

Letters of Administra-
tion of the said deceased
having been granted to
Raley L. Wiggins on
the 26" day of July,
2024 by the Honor-
able Stephanie Kem-

mer, Probate Judge of
Bibb County, Alabama,
notice is hereby given
that all persons hav-
ing claims against said
estate are hereby re-
quired to present the
same within the time
allowed by law or the
same will be barred.
Raley L. Wiggins
Capell & Howard, PC
150 S. Perry St.
Montgomery,
36104
Centreville Press
August 2,9 & 16, 2024

AL

In the Probate Court
of Bibb County, Ala-
bama

In Re: The estate of
Marchant, Russell
Lambuth, Deceased
Case No. 2024PC064
Notice to Creditors
Take notice that Let-
ters Testamentary have
been granted to Melanie
M. Wallace, as Executor
of the estate of Russell
Lambuth Marchant, de-
ceased on the 26" day of
July, 2024.
Notice is hereby given

that all persons having
claims against the estate
are hereby required to
present the same with-
in the time allowed by
law or the same will be
barred.

Richard M. Kemmer,
Jr.

Attorney for the Exec-
utor

PO Box 282

1124 Walnut St.

Centreville, AL 35042

Centreville Press

August 2, 9 & 16, 2024
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IN THE PROBATE
COURT OF
BIBB COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA
CASE NUMBER
2024PC053
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:
JACKIE W. NICHOLS,
DECEASED
LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATON of said de-
ceased having been
granted to Patsy Ann
Nichols on the 29" day
of July 2024, by the
HONORABLE JUDGE
STEPHANIE W. KEM-
MER of Probate of Bibb
County, notice is hereby
given that all persons
having claims against

LEGALS

said estate are Hereby
required to present the
same within the same
within the time allowed
by law or the same will
be barred.

Kirtley W. Brown

215 Washington Street
Marion, AL 36756
Centreville Press
August 9, 16 & 23, 2024

In the Probate Court of
Bibb County, Alabama
In the matter of the
estate of
Joseph Lee Rutledge,
Sr. Deceased
Case No: 2024PC038
Publication Notice
Notice to Creditors
Letters of Administra-
tion of said Joseph Lee
Rutledge, Sr. deceased,
having been granted to

Inez Rutledge, as Ad-
ministrator/Personal
Representative in and
for the estate of Joseph
Lee Rutledge, Sr. de-
ceased, on the 8" day of
July, 2024 by the Honor-
able Stephanie W. Kem-
mer, Judge of Probate
Court of Bibb County,
Alabama, notice is here-
by given that all persons
having claims against

said estate are hereby
required to present the
same within time allowed
by law of the same will
be barred.

David G. Belcher,
quire

Attorney for Petitioner,
Inez Rutledge

265 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL 35042
Centreville Press
August 9, 16 & 23, 2024

Es-

PUBLIC MEETING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The Town of Wood-
stock will host a public
meeting on Tuesday,
September 3, 2024, at
6:00 P.M., at Woodstock
Town Hall located at
28513 Hwy 5, Wood-
stock, AL 35188. The
public meeting will be
held to provide detailed

ments regarding the
Town of Woodstock’s
Clean Water State Re-
volving Fund (CWS-
RF) American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) project
(CS010865-02). The
project objective is to
perform improvements
to the sanitary sewer
collection and convey-
ance system. The En-

describing the project
in detail is available for
public viewing during
regular business hours
of Monday - Friday,
8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
at  Woodstock Town
Hall. For more informa-
tion, contact the Town
of Woodstock at (205)
938-9790.
Centreville Press

NOTICE OF
DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT ACTION
Ritch Foods Corp.,
whose location is un-
known, must answer
Plaintiff First Bank of
the Lake’s Complaint
alleging, among oth-
er things, breach of
loan agreement and
seeking a declarato-

ry judgment by Sep-
tember 15, 2024, or
thereafter, a judg-
ment by default may
be rendered against
it in Case No. 07-
CV-2024-900019.00,
Circuit Court of Bibb
County.

Done this 23RP day of
July, 2024.

KAYLA COONER,

Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Bibb County.
Madison T. Field
1901 Sixth Avenue
North Suite 1500

Birmingham, Ala-
bama
Attorney for First

Bank of the Lake
Centreville Press

July 26, August 2, 9 &
16, 2024

NOTICE OF
DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT ACTION
Over Easy Number
XXXIV LLC, whose
location is unknown,
must answer Plain-
tiff First Bank of the
Lake’s Complaint al-
leging, among other
things, detinue and
seeking a declarato-

ry judgment by Sep-
tember 15, 2024, or
thereafter, a judg-
ment by default may
be rendered against
it in Case No. 07-
CV-2024-900019.00,
Circuit Court of Bibb
County.

Done this 23" day of
July, 2024.

KAYLA COONER,

Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Bibb County.
Madison T. Field

1901 Sixth Avenue
North Suite 1500
Birmingham,
bama

Attorney  for
Bank of the Lake
Centreville Press
July 26, August 2, 9 &
16, 2024

Ala-

First

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE

In accordance
with Section 32-13-
1, Code of Alabama
1975, notice is here-
by given to the own-
ers, lien holders and
other interested par-
ties that the following

described abandoned
vehicle will be sold
at public auction for
cash to the highest
bidder on 09/3/2024
at 9 a.m. Location T
& S Quality Auto, 85
Melton Lane, Marion,
AL 36756.

Centreville Press
August 2, August 9, 2024
VIN 1C3CD-
FAAQED745295
YEAR 2015
MAKE. Dodge
MODEL Dart
COLOR Black

Notice of Sale

line 2:00pm for cash

wood Dr. Lake View,

vironmental Informa-
tion Document (EID)

project information and
receive public com-

Storage Units to be
auctioned on Au-
gust 16, 2024 on-

August 9, 16, 23 & 30,
2024

only. AL 35111
Paul Calhoun, unit Centreville Press
507, 12769 Edge- August9 & 16, 2024

NEWS

Trouble with USPS: Newspapers Facing Delays

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

Along with the Centreville
Press, other local newspapers
across the country are grap-
pling with significant delays in postal deliveries, leaving
subscribers frustrated and uninformed. The United States
Postal Service (USPS), which has long been a reliable
partner for timely newspaper deliveries, is facing a series
of challenges that have disrupted its services.

For years, the USPS has been a critical distribution
channel for newspapers, ensuring that subscribers receive
their daily or weekly editions on time. However, recently,
newspapers have reported increasing difficulties in get-
ting their deliveries out on schedule. These delays have
led to a surge in complaints from subscribers who rely on
their newspapers for timely news and information.

Several factors are contributing to these postal delays.
Operational Strain: The USPS is dealing with an un-
precedented strain on its operations. The rise in online
shopping has significantly increased the volume of pack-
ages, which has diverted resources and attention from

other types of mail, including newspapers. Staff Short-
ages: Like many other sectors, the USPS is experiencing
staff shortages. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated
this issue, with many employees either falling ill or retir-
ing early. The remaining workforce is struggling to keep
up with the increased demand. Budget Constraints:
Chronic underfunding has left the USPS with limited re-
sources to invest in necessary infrastructure and technol-
ogy upgrades. This has hampered its ability to efficiently
process and deliver mail.

The impact on newspapers has been profound. Many
publishers have had to field numerous complaints from
irate subscribers and issue refunds or extensions to sub-
scriptions. Some smaller newspapers, which depend
heavily on timely deliveries to retain their readership, are
particularly vulnerable. The delays threaten their finan-
cial viability and their ability to serve their communities
with up-to-date news.

In conclusion, the current postal delays are a signif-
icant challenge for newspapers and their subscribers.

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds

JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title
Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-205-267-5735
www.JSEAL.com

SHARING IS CARING.
UNLESS IT'S A COUGH.

Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently to
help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses.
Make sure to sneeze or cough into your elbow.
Practice social distancing when having symptoms.

alabamaunites.com

STREAMING
WITHOUT DATA CAPS

PROUDLY SERVING
BRENT & CENTREVILLE

info@alabamalightwave.com
205.809.9051

ALABAMA
LIGHTWAVE -

alabamalightwave.com

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

Elder Abuse, Neglect & Exploitation

Contact DHR to Make a Report

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

Q 1-800-458-7214

g@iaps@dhr.alabama.gov RESOLRCES

While the USPS works to overcome these hurdles, news-
papers must adapt and find innovative solutions to con-
tinue delivering timely news to their readers. Collabora-
tion and advocacy will be key to success.

alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

INMUNIZATION DIVISION

i
VOTING IN ALABAMA?
HAVE YOUR PHOTO
IDENTIFICATION READY.

e
TO LEARN MORE OR GET YOUR

FREE PHOTO VOTER ID, VISIT
WWW.ALABAMAVOTES.GOV

THIS MESSAGE IS PRESENTED BY ALABAMA SECRETARY OF STATE WES ALLEN
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LIFESTYLE

0 - ——
"Echoes of Alabama: Tracing the Rich Tapestry of State History" .
- Learning about Alabama history opens a window into the rich tapestry of the Deep South's cultural, social,
~ and political evolution. Exploring this history unveils stories of exploration, conflict, innovation, and
~ community, highlighting the state's contributions to American history and its ongoing journey towards
progress and inclusivity.
By Sheila Duncan

The Relay House

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

The Relay House was
a 37-room, two-sto-
ry, “L”-shaped wood-
frame hotel built by the
Elyton Land Company
in 1871. It was located
at the corner of Morris
Avenue and 19th Street
North, adjacent to the
Louisville & Nashville
Railroad’s first passen-
ger depot at Birming-
ham’s Railroad Reserva-
tion.

James Powell, the
president of the com-
pany, successfully lob-
bied the directors to im-
pose a 5% assessment
on its shares of stock to
finance the construc-
tion of the hotel, which
had been anticipated in
the company’s articles
of incorporation. Powell
chose the name to reflect
its use as a station for the
mail coach he operated.

Mr. Masterson was en-
gaged to oversee its con-
struction. Although the
charter specified that
construction costs were
not to exceed $10,000,
the final bill amount-
ed to $13,974.08. The
building’s exterior fea-
tured deep verandas
that served as waiting
and greeting areas for
trains. The hotel includ-

ed gas fixtures, earth
closets, and a large cis-
tern for water, equipped
with pumps to pressur-
ize a fire hose if neces-
sary. Bells in each room
sounded in the office. A
garden on the property
provided space for rais-
ing chickens and hogs
for the kitchen, which
was equipped with a spa-
cious brick oven.

The Relay House was
actually the new city’s
second hotel. It opened
under the management
of William Ketchum on
December 15, 1871, and
quickly became the so-
cial center of the young
city. It served as a train
station and a gather-
ing place for people
conducting  business.
Ketchum was assisted
by his wife Jane, his
daughter Margaret, and
his son-in-law George
R. Ward, who were the
parents of future may-
or George Ward. Mrs.
Ward hosted many of
the city’s early social
events at the hotel.

On May 13, 1873, the
Relay House became
the first building served
by the Birmingham Wa-
ter Works Company’s
municipal water system.
Ketchum planted a gar-
den of eight parterres,

each with a different
variety of grass. At the
center of the garden was
an “ever-playing foun-
tain, surrounded by a
basin, and the basin by
a circle of plants spring-
ing up between rocks.”

In August of that year,
the Ketchums put the
business, including its
“lease, furniture, fix-
tures, and goodwill,” up
for sale but remained as
resident landlords of the
property.

On the evening of Au-
gust 19, 1877, a kero-
sene lantern hanging in
the second-floor hall-
way of the hotel ex-
ploded. Fortunately,
the fire was discovered
early by a watchman
of the South and North
Railroad and was extin-
guished before any ir-
reparable damage was
done.

On November 15,
1883, the hotel hosted
hearings of the United
States Senate Commit-
tee on Relations Be-
tween Labor and Cap-
ital, with Mrs. Ward
serving as a star wit-
ness.

The Relay House was
demolished in 1886 to
make room for the new
Union Passenger Sta-
tion.

“Looking Back Onwthe Furrows”
a¢ Bivb County's Kich History

By Sheila Duncan

3 N\

“Any man who doesn’t understand were he comes from, has little hope of understanding where he may be going.”

Welcome to our historical journey, where we delve into the rich tapestry of our
past through the pages of The Centreville Press. Below, you will find articles from
what we call the “morgue” - a collection of past articles that once graced our news-
paper. These narratives provide a fascinating glimpse into the events, stories, and
voices that shaped our community. So, let’s embark on a journey through the narra-
tives that once filled our pages, preserving the legacy and memories of yesteryears
capturing the essence of bygone eras with vivid detail.

August 10, 1933
DOG HAS MONEY IN BANK TO
PAY FINES AND SO ON

New York - Mrs. Minnie Fontaine, thir-
ty years old, given a suspended sentence in
court on a charge of having her little dog,
Frenchy, in the street unmuzzled, was told
by Magistrate Casey: “If you come into
court again on this charge, I’1l have to im-
pose a fine.”

“Oh, that’s all right,” she replied. “My
dog has money in the bank.” Mrs. Fon-
taine explained she has no children, but
she keeps a small iron bank in her home
marked “Frenchy,” in which she drops
coins occasionally to provide sweetmeats
for the dog.

Store Robbed 45 Times

Austin Texas - Owners of the Checker
Front Store were pained when they found
recently that burglaries had paid them a
visit, but they were not surprised. The
store has been burglarized 45 times and hi-
jacked twice in seven years, according to
Arthur Smith, proprietor.

Cat Adopts Bulldog

Abilene Texas — They took away her kit-
tens when they were born, so Patty, Per-
sian cat adopted Boots, a two week old
Boston bull dog. The cat gives the bulldog
baths regularly and performs the other du-
ties of motherhood.

August 10, 1988
CENTREVILLE PRESS SOLD
FRIDAY

The Centreville Press was sold Friday to
Trib Publications of Manchester, GA.

Since being sold by the Oakley family
in 1985, the Centreville Press has been
owned by Specht Newspaper, Inc. head-
quarters in Minden, LA.

Robert Tribble, president of Trib Publi-

cations, said he is very pleased to acquire
the Centreville Press. Tribbles company
owns several weekly community newspa-
pers in Georgia and Alabama, and he says
many of them are very similar in situation
to the one here in Bibb County. The corpo-
rate name Tribble has selected for his new
property will be Bibb Publications, but
the paper will continue to be known as the
Centreville Press.

“l am very pleased to become a part
of the community here.” Said Tribble. 1
would like to assure people that we’ll
continue the fine tradition established by
the Oakley’s. We feel we can also inject
some new thoughts and ideas to make the
Centreville Press an even better commu-
nity paper.

August 6, 2008
RETIRES AFTER TWENTY
YEARS WITH BC LAW ENFORCE-
MENT

After 20 years of service with the Bibb
County Law Enforcement Sadie M. Led-
low decided to retire. Her last day working
with E911 was June 20, 2008.

Ledlow began her career with Law En-
forcement in 1988 while the late Sher-
iff Harry Johnson was in office. She also
proudly served with the Fraternal Order
of Police and served as a reserve deputy
in 1990. Ledlow also worked with Sher-
iff Keith Hannah and remains good friends
with him.

Ledlow said, “I miss working with all
the County and City Police Officers. They
helped me through 20 years of service.”

Ledlow lives in Montevallo, Alabama
with her husband Charles Ledlow and her
plans are to adopt a son in the future.

Ledlow thanks everyone in Bibb County
that helped her career along the way. She
said, “I ended my journey working with a
great supervisor Wanda Jones.”
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Corn Fritters

Ingredients:

* 3/4 c. all-purpose flour

* 1 Tbsp. sugar

* 1 tsp. baking powder

2 whole eggs

e 1/2 ¢. milk, more to thin
if necessary

* 1 tsp. kosher salt

* 1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper

* 4 c. (generous) corn
kernels: fresh, frozen, or
canned

e 3 tsp. chopped fresh
chives

* canola oil, for frying

* powdered sugar (option-
al)

» maple syrup (optional)

Directions:

Mix flour, sugar, and
baking powder. Add eggs,
milk, salt, and cayenne pep-
per. Stir together to make a
batter. Add corn and chives

to batter. Fold together to
combine.

Heat canola oil to 365°.
When oil is heated, drop
spoonfuls of batter (about 1
1/2 tablespoons each) into
the oil and cook, flipping to
the other side, until golden

brown, 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 min-
utes.

Drain on a paper towel-
lined plate. Serve alone,
with dipping sauces, or
sprinkled with powdered
sugar or drizzled with ma-
ple syrup. Divine!

Grilled Stuffed Peppers

Ingredients

2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive
oil, plus more for drizzling

1 medium yellow onion,
chopped

3 cloves garlic,
chopped

2 Tbsp. tomato paste

1 Ib. lean ground beef

Kosher salt

Freshly ground black pep-
per

1 (14.5-0z.) can diced fire-
roasted tomatoes

1 Tbsp. Italian seasoning

1 tsp. Worcestershire
sauce

1 1/2 c. cooked white or
brown rice

6 medium any color bell
peppers (about 7 oz. each)

1 c. shredded Mexican
blend cheese

Chopped fresh parsley, for
serving

Instructions:

In a large skillet over me-
dium-high heat, heat oil. Add
onion and cook, stirring oc-
casionally, until softened
and just starting to turn gold-
en, about 5 minutes. Stir in
garlic and tomato paste and
cook, stirring, until fragrant,
about | minute more. Add
beef; season with salt and
pepper. Cook, breaking up
meat with a wooden spoon,
until no longer pink, about 5
minutes. Drain excess fat, if
needed.

Step 2Add tomatoes, Ital-
ian seasoning, and Worces-

finely

tershire to beef mixture and
cook, stirring, until liquid
is slightly reduced, about 2
minutes. Remove from heat
and stir in rice; season with
salt and pepper. Keep warm.

Step 3Prepare a grill for
medium heat; preheat 5
minutes. Cut tops off pep-
pers and remove cores and
seeds; reserve tops and dis-
card cores and seeds. On a
sheet tray, drizzle peppers
and pepper tops with oil and
rub to coat.

Step 4Grill peppers and
pepper tops, covered and
turning whole peppers oc-
casionally and tops halfway
through, until lightly charred
and crisp tender, about 2

minutes per side for whole
peppers and about 4 minutes
per side for pepper tops.

Step STransfer pepper tops
to a plate. Return peppers to
sheet tray, arranging cut side
up. Spoon beef mixture into
each pepper. Generously pile
cheese on top of beef mix-
ture.

Step 6Arrange stuffed
peppers next to each oth-
er, cheese side up, on grill,
wrapping with foil but keep-
ing cheese exposed if de-
sired so peppers stay upright.
Grill, covered, until cheese is
melted, 8 to 10 minutes.

Step 7Arrange peppers
and pepper tops on a platter.
Top with parsley.




Page 8 | Centreville Press

August 9, 2024

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS
The 2024 Junior Miss
Alabama State pag-
eant was held at the
Center of Arts in Pell
City, Alabama on July
28, 2024. Represent-
ing Bibb County in the
state competition was
Karleigh Foster. Your
new 2024 Junior Miss
Alabama Junior Miss.
Karleigh is the daugh-
ter of Erica Pope &
Jessie Foster. She is a
freshman at WBHS, and
resides in Bibb Coun-
ty, Alabama. Karleigh
competed and won the
2024 State title, Junior
Miss Alabama. She was
also awarded the Junior

Miss Alabama Ambas-
sador title that spoke on
her platform of Mental
Health Awareness. She
was also awarded, Most
Beautiful, Best Inter-
view, Best OOC, & the
Social Media Platform
Award.

The Junior Miss Al-
abama Pageant is a
scholarship ~ program
designed to foster a fun
and educational envi-
ronment, encouraging
young ladies to give
back to their communi-
ties with their time, tal-
ent, and heartfelt efforts.
This pageant system
aims to build self-confi-
dence, self-esteem, and

NEWS

Karleigh Foster Named New 2024
Junior Miss Alabama

academic recognition,
while also promoting
the formation of new
friendships and the joy
of participation.

The new title holders
will meet Governor Kay
Ivy along with a host of
other public and com-
munity appearances &
events. Karleigh would
like to thank all of her
family, friends, and her
community for all of
their love & support
throughout her journey
in becoming the new
2024 Junior Miss Ala-
bama.
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ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

- Advising

+ Tutoring

- Meet with an SSCC
representative

REGISTER NOW
sheltonstate.edu

August 6th, 2024

August 7th, 2024

August 8th, 2024

For more information: (&

A A~
EPIVIG

Seln S
GRADUATIONS

PINNING CEREMONY

August 6th, 7th, 8th

urse Pinning Ceremony - 6:00PM

i

Health and Wellness Corner

Sponsored by Bibb Medical Center

SHELTON STATE

EDUCATION / THAT

FALL 2024 CLASSES AT BML

BIO 103
Online

with Virtual Student Hours Available

ENG 101
CRN 10231

Mondays and Wednesdays

3:40 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

MTH 100
CRN 10606

Mondays and Wednesdays

5:30 p.m. - 6:50 p.m.

Questions/Information: bibb@ sheltonstate.edu

Come show support to

future nurses!

Q Shelton State Community College

9500 Old Greenshoro Rd, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

our new graduates and

/Congratulations!

We are excited to see

(i Shelton State Graduation Ceremony - 11:00 AM

graduates from

Bibb Medical Center added to

(i Shelton State Workforce Graduation - 6:00 PM

https://www.sheltonstate.edu/shelton-events/graduation-ceremonies-s|

the workforce.

DEADLINES & CALENDAR

FALL 2024 REGISTRATION BEGINS
Full Term Registration
Fall Dual Enrollment Application Deadline

Friday, April 5 at 8:00 a.m.
Friday, April 5 — Friday, August 23 at noon
Wednesday, July 31

International Student Application Deadline

Friday, August 2 at noon

Financial Aid Priority Deadline

Monday, August 5

Financial Aid Bookstore Charge Period

August 12 — August 26 at 5:30 p.m.

Freshman Application Priority Deadline

Monday, August 12

Testing and Placement Priority Deadline

Wednesday, August 14

Classes Begin

Monday, August 19

Drop/Add and Late Registration

Monday, August 19 — Friday, August 23 at noon

Financial Aid Freeze Date

Tuesday, August 27

Financial Aid Disbursement

Wednesday, August 28

Holiday (College Closed)

Monday, September 2

WOW/Remote Learning Days

Wednesday, October 2 — Thursday, October 3

Financial Aid 60% Point — Full Term

Friday, October 25

Spring 2025 Registration Opens

Friday, November 1 at 8:00 a.m.

Veteran’s Day Holiday (College Closed)

Monday, November 11

Last Day to Withdraw from Classes

Tuesday, November 26

Thanksgiving Holiday (College Closed)

Wednesday, November 27 — Friday, November 29

Last Day of Classes

Friday, December 6

Final Exams

Monday, December 9 — Thursday, December 12

Fall Graduation

Friday, December 13 at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Holiday Break (College Closed)

Monday, December 23 — Wednesday, January 1

““

"Preparing for a new school year can be stressful.

66

Let us help lighten your stress load. If your child requires medical

forms to be completed, now is the best time to request those

from your provider. Also, consider if your child will need refills on

medications given at school, such as inhalers, epi-pens, etc."

Rebekah Sims, MSN, CPNP-PC, CPN

©

S

child's immunization status.

205.926.4694

www.bibbmedicalcenter.com

Contact Bibb Medical Associates
with any questions regarding your




