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Bibb County Chamber 
of Commerce Announces 

New Leadership

Chamber Recruits Experienced Economic Development Expert

Brian Hilson

By Kristin McGee and 
Sheila Duncan

The 2025 Distinguished 
Young Woman (DYW) 
competition was a night 
¿OOHG� ZLWK� WDOHQW�� JUDFH��
DQG� H[HPSODU\� \RXQJ�
ZRPHQ� VKRZFDVLQJ� WKHLU�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�� 7KH� HYHQW��
KHOG� LQ� %LEE� &RXQW\� DW�
WKH� %RDUG� RI� (GXFDWLRQ�
AuditoULXP�� FHOHEUDWHG�
the outstanding accom-
SOLVKPHQWV�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
LQ� YDULRXV� FDWHJRULHV��� 
� 7KLV� SDVW� 6DWXUGD\�� /LOOL�
7XUQHU� FOLQFKHG� WKH� WLWOH�
RI� %LEE� &RXQW\¶V� 'LVWLQ-
guished Young Woman 
������+HU� LQFUHGLEOH� SHU-
IRUPDQFH��ERWK�RQ�DQG�RII�
WKH� VWDJH�� GLVWLQJXLVKHG�
KHU� IURP� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH�
competition.  In addition 
WR�ZLQQLQJ� WKH� RYHUDOO� WL-
WOH��VKH�DOVR�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�
,QWHUYLHZ��6FKRODVWLF��7DO-
HQW�� )LWQHVV� DQG� 6HOI� ([-
SUHVVLRQ� FDWHJRULHV�� 6KH�
DOVR� UHFHLYHG� D� VFKRODU-
VKLS�IRU�KHU�%H�<RXU�%HVW�
6HOI� (VVD\� DQG� UHFHLYHG�
WKH�6SLULW�RI�'<:�$ZDUG�
ZKLFK� LV� YRWHG� RQ� E\� WKH�
SDUWLFLSDQWV� DV� WKH� LQGL-
YLGXDO�ZKR�EHVW�HPERGLHV�
WKH�HVVHQFH�DQG�YDOXHV�RI�
WKH�SURJUDP��$V� WKH�ZLQ-
QHU��/LOOL�ZLOO�SURXGO\�UHS-
UHVHQW�%LEE�&RXQW\�LQ�WKH�
XSFRPLQJ� '<:� RI� $OD-
EDPD�SURJUDP��VFKHGXOHG�
WR�EH�KHOG�LQ�0RQWJRPHU\�
LQ�-DQXDU\��

7KLV� \HDU� VHYHQ� EHDX-

WLIXO� DQG� WDOHQWHG� \RXQJ�
ODGLHV� ¿OOHG� WKH� VWDJH��
'HPL�6PLWK�±�:HVW�%ORF-
WRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO�� SDUHQWV�
DUH� 5KRQGD� 6WHHOH� DQG�
'DYLG�6WHHOH� DQG� WKH� ODWH�
%ULDQ� 6PLWK� �OLWWOH� VLVWHUV�
(PLO\� 3XWPDQ� DQG� 0D\-
FLH�(DWRQ���7HVVD�+DQVRQ�
±�+RSH�&KULVWLDQ�6FKRRO��
SDUHQWV�DUH�0LNH�DQG�7UD-
FL� +DQVRQ� �OLWWOH� VLVWHUV�
$EELH� *UDFH� 'RZQV� DQG�
6DYDQQDK�*LEVRQ����$QQD�
-RKQVWRQ� ±� %LEE� &RXQW\�
+LJK� 6FKRRO�� SDUHQWV� DUH�
%ULDQ� DQG� .HOO\� -RKQVWRQ�
�� �OLWWOH� VLVWHUV� .DUOHLJK�
%ROGLQJ�� $YD� 3LHUVRQ� DQG�
0DNHQQD�:DWNLQV���/LOOLDQ�
*UDFH�7XUQHU�±�%LEE�&RXQ-
W\�+LJK�6FKRRO��SDUHQWV�DUH�
-HQQLIHU� &DUH\� DQG� &KULV�
7XUQHU���OLWWOH�VLVWHUV�7DZ\-
OD� 3HZHH�� 'DND\OD� -DFN-
VRQ� DQG� 6K\DQQH� &ULP���
+DQQDK� (OL]DEHWK� 'HO-
OLQJHU�±�%LEE�&RXQW\�+LJK�
6FKRRO��SDUHQWV�DUH�6WHZDUW�
DQG� &KULVWLQD� 'HOOLQJHU��
�OLWWOH� VLVWHUV� 6DUDK� 'HO-
OLQJHU��$EELH�'HOOLQJHU�DQG�
+DQQDK� )UDQNOLQ�� $O\VVD�
3HDN�±�:HVW�%ORFWRQ�+LJK�
6FKRRO�� SDUHQWV� DUH� .ULV-
WLH� 3HDN� DQG�(]HNLHO� 3HDN�
�OLWWOH� VLVWHUV� /\GLD� $OOHQ�
DQG� (OOD� 0RUULV��� 0DJJLH�
%UXQGDJH� ±�:HVW� %ORFWRQ�
+LJK� 6FKRRO�� SDUHQWV� DUH�
.LP� DQG� *UHJ� %UXQGDJH�
�OLWWOH� VLVWHUV� (OODV� -RQHV��
0LOOLH�:LJLQWRQ�DQG�(PLO\�
&DUGHQ���

Tessa Hanson was 

QDPHG� WKH� �VW� $OWHUQDWH��
6KH�ZDV�WKH�RYHUDOO�7DOHQW�
DQG� )LWQHVV� ZLQQHU� DQG�
DOVR�SODFHG�LQ�6HOI�([SUHV-
sion.

$O\VVD�3HDN�ZDV�QDPHG�
�QG�$OWHUQDWH��6KH�ZDV�WKH�
RYHUDOO� 6HOI� ([SUHVVLRQ�
ZLQQHU� DQG� DOVR� SODFHG� LQ�
,QWHUYLHZ�� 6FKRODVWLF�� 7DO-
HQW��DQG�)LWQHVV�FDWHJRULHV� 
 Demi Smith and Hannah 
'HOOLQJHU�ZHUH�WKH��WK�DQG�
�WK� )LQDOLVWV�� UHVSHFWLYHO\��
'HPL� SODFHG� LQ� ,QWHUYLHZ��
6FKRODVWLF�� 7DOHQW�� )LWQHVV�
DQG�6HOI�([SUHVVLRQ��'HPL�
DOVR�UHFHLYHG�D�VFKRODUVKLS�
IRU� KHU� %H�<RXU� %HVW� 6HOI�
(VVD\� DQG� ZDV� DZDUGHG� D�
+DV�%HHQ�VFKRODUVKLS��+DQ-
QDK�ZDV�WKH�RYHUDOO�ZLQQHU�
LQ�,QWHUYLHZ�DQG�6FKRODVWLF�
FDWHJRULHV�� 6KH�ZDV� DOVR� D�
SODFH� ZLQQHU� LQ� 6HOI� ([-
SUHVVLRQ�DQG�UHFHLYHG�D�+DV�
%HHQ�VFKRODUVKLS��

See DYW on page 9

Lilli Turner Named Winner of 
the 2025 Distinguished Young 

Woman Competition

6HQDWRU� $SULO� :HDYHU�
KDV�DZDUGHG�D���������OHJ-
LVODWLYH�JUDQW� WR� WKH�:RRG-
VWRFN� &RPPXQLW\� /LEUDU\�
EXLOGLQJ� IXQG�� 7KH� JUDQW�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ� ZDV� DWWHQG-
HG� E\�0D\RU� -HII�'RGVRQ��
:RRGVWRFN� /LEUDU\� ERDUG�
PHPEHUV� %LOOLH� 'DLO\��
0DU\� 3ULFH�� $QQH� .RU-
QHJD\�� (PLO\� (OOLVRQ�� DQG�
/LEUDU\� 'LUHFWRU� 0LFKHOH�
%DXFRP�'LFNH\�

'RGVRQ� VDLG�� ³7KLV�

JUDQW� LV� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� VWHS�
WRZDUGV�PRYLQJ�WKH�:RRG-
VWRFN� &RPPXQLW\� /LEUDU\�
LQWR� D� FHQWUDOL]HG� ORFDWLRQ��
and enhancing its capaci-
W\� WR� VHUYH� WKH� H[SDQGLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\� DV� WKH� 7RZQ�
RI� :RRGVWRFN� JURZV�� :H�
DUH� JUDWHIXO� IRU� 6HQDWRU�
:HDYHU¶V� SLYRWDO� VXSSRUW�
IRU� OLWHUDF\� DQG� WKH�:RRG-
VWRFN� &RPPXQLW\� /LEUDU\��
DQG� ZH� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR�
seeing the positive impact 
WKLV�JUDQW�ZLOO�KDYH�KHUH�LQ�
:RRGVWRFN�´

6HQDWRU�:HDYHU� VKDUHG��
³/LEUDULHV�DUH�FRUQHUVWRQHV�
RI� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV�� 7KH\�
SURYLGH�D�VDIH�DQG�ZHOFRP-
LQJ�VSDFH�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�RI�
DOO�DJHV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�IUHH-
GRP��FLYLF�HQJDJHPHQW��DQG�
FRQQHFW� ZLWK� FRPPXQLW\��
7KLV�JUDQW�LV�DQ�LQYHVWPHQW�
LQ�RXU�IXWXUH��HQVXULQJ�WKDW�
WKH� :RRGVWRFN� &RPPXQL-
W\� /LEUDU\� FDQ� FRQWLQXH� WR�
VHUYH�DQG�HQULFK�RXU�UHJLRQ�
IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH�´

See Library Grant on 
page 8

Senator April Weaver Awards $50,000 
Legislative Grant to Woodstock 

Community Library Building Fund

7KH� &HOHEUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH�
*UHHQ� HYHQW�� KHOG� RQ� 6DW-
XUGD\��-XO\�����������XQLWHG�
WKH� FRPPXQLW\� IRU� DQ� XQ-
IRUJHWWDEOH� HYHQLQJ� RI� IXQ�
DQG� IHOORZVKLS�� 7KH� JUHHQ�
EX]]HG� ZLWK� H[FLWHPHQW� DV�
UHVLGHQWV� DQG� YLVLWRUV� JDWK-
HUHG� WR� HQMR\� D� YDULHW\� RI�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

$� YDULHW\� RI� IRRG� VWDOOV�
RIIHUHG� GHOLFLRXV� WUHDWV� IRU�
DOO� WDVWHV�� HQVXULQJ� WKHUH�
ZDV� VRPHWKLQJ� IRU� HYHU\-
RQH�� /LYH� PXVLF� SHUIRU-

PDQFHV�SURYLGHG�WKH�SHUIHFW�
VRXQGWUDFN�IRU� WKH�HYHQLQJ��
NHHSLQJ� WKH� FURZG� GDQFLQJ�
DQG�VLQJLQJ�DORQJ��DQG�FUH-
DWLQJ� D� YLEUDQW� DQG� MR\RXV�
HQYLURQPHQW��7KH�FDU� VKRZ�
IHDWXUHG� DQ� DUUD\� RI� GLIIHU-
HQW� FDUV�� DGGLQJ� WR� WKH� IXQ��
DQG� WKH� &DKDED� 0HGLFDO�
�.� UXQ� EURXJKW� DGGLWLRQ-
DO� H[FLWHPHQW�� 2QH� RI� WKH�
KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�
ZDV�WKH�&KLOGUHQ¶V�3DWULRWLF�
3DUDGH�

The evening ended with 
D�VSHFWDFXODU�¿UHZRUNV�GLV-
SOD\�� 7KH� QLJKW� VN\� OLW� XS�
ZLWK� EULOOLDQW� FRORUV� DQG�

SDWWHUQV�� OHDYLQJ� WKH� FURZG�
JD]LQJ� LQ� DZH� DW� WKH� GD]-
]OLQJ� VKRZ�� 7KH� ¿UHZRUNV�
ZHUH�D�¿WWLQJ�FRQFOXVLRQ�WR�
D�GD\�¿OOHG�ZLWK�MR\�DQG�FD-
PDUDGHULH�

7KH� &HOHEUDWLRQ� RQ� WKH�
*UHHQ� ZDV� D� UHVRXQGLQJ�
VXFFHVV�� EULQJLQJ� WRJHWKHU�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�D�GD\�RI�
IXQ�� IRRG�� PXVLF�� SDUDGHV��
DQG� ¿UHZRUNV�� ,W� ZDV� D� UH-
PLQGHU�RI� WKH� VWURQJ�ERQGV�
DQG�YLEUDQW�VSLULW�WKDW�PDNH�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�VSHFLDO�
See more photos on page 9 

Photos by 
Centreville My Hometown

Fun and Fellowship Found on Saturday, 
July 13 at Celebration on the Green

Lilli Turner

7KH�%LEE�&RXQW\�&KDP-
EHU�RI�&RPPHUFH�DQQRXQFHG�
WRGD\� WKH� DSSRLQWPHQW� RI� D�
QHZ�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�� IRO-
ORZLQJ� DQ� H[WHQVLYH� VHDUFK�
SURFHVV� IRU� H[SHULHQFHG� DQG�
VHDVRQHG� OHDGHUVKLS�� &KDP-
EHU�3UHVLGHQW�-RVHSK�0DUFK-
DQW�DQQRXQFHG�WRGD\�WKDW�WKH�
&KDPEHU�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�
DXWKRUL]HG� WKH� DSSRLQWPHQW�
RI�%ULDQ�+LOVRQ�WR�WKH�SRVW�LQ�
WKHLU�PRVW�UHFHQW�PHHWLQJ��

+LOVRQ�� D� FXUUHQW� UHVL-
GHQW� RI�9HVWDYLD�+LOOV�� � ZLOO�
assume his new duties this 
ZHHN� DQG� ZLOO� GHYHORS� DQ�
HFRQRPLF� JURZWK�	� UHFUXLW-
PHQW�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�%LEE�&RXQ-
W\� LQ� FR�RUGLQDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH�
%LEE� &RXQW\� ,QGXVWULDO� 'H-
YHORSPHQW�$XWKRULW\��

7KH� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU�
MRE� GHVFULSWLRQ� KROGV� KLP�
DFFRXQWDEOH� WR� WKH� &KDPEHU�
%RDUG� RI� 'LUHFWRUV� IRU� WKH�
SURPRWLRQ� RI�%LEE�&RXQW\¶V�
ORFDO� EXVLQHVVHV�� HFRQRPLF�
GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG� WRXULVP��
7KH� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU� ZLOO�
FRRUGLQDWH� FRXQW\�ZLGH� HFR-
QRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW� DFWLY-
LWLHV� DQG� PDQDJH� WKH� EXVL-
QHVV� DIIDLUV� RI� WKH� &KDPEHU�
RI� &RPPHUFH�� +LV� GXWLHV�
LQFOXGH� IRUPXODWLRQ� RI� ORQJ�
DQG� VKRUW�WHUP� JRDOV�� FRQ-
GXFWLQJ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DQDO\]-
LQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� GHYHORSLQJ�

SURPRWLRQDO� PDWHULDOV�� DFW-
LQJ� DV� OLDLVRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
&KDPEHU��SURVSHFWLYH� LQGXV-
WU\�� H[LVWLQJ� LQGXVWU\�� ORFDO�
JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�ERDUGV��DQG�
VWDWH� DJHQFLHV� WR� HQFRXUDJH�
WKH�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
LQGXVWU\�DQG�WKH�HFRQRP\�RI�
%LEE�&RXQW\�

+LOVRQ� UHFHQWO\� VHUYHG�
WKH� )ORULGD� :HVW� (FRQRPLF�
$OOLDQFH� LQ�(VFDPELD�&RXQ-
W\�� )ORULGD�� %HIRUH� OHDYLQJ�
$ODEDPD� IRU� 1RUWK� )ORULGD�
+LOVRQ� VHUYHG� DV� 3UHVLGHQW�
DQG�&(2�RI�WKH�%LUPLQJKDP�
%XVLQHVV�$OOLDQFH�IURP������
WR�������ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�D�UH-

FRUG�\HDU�LQ������IRU�WKH�VHY-
HQ�FRXQW\� %LUPLQJKDP� UH-
JLRQ�IRU�ERWK�DQQRXQFHG�MREV�
DQG�FDSLWDO�LQYHVWPHQW��3ULRU�
WR� KLV� UROH� ZLWK� WKH� %%$��
KH� ZDV� 3UHVLGHQW� DQG� &(2�
RI� WKH� &KDPEHU� RI� &RP-
PHUFH�RI�+XQWVYLOOH�0DGLVRQ�
&RXQW\��ZKHUH�EHWZHHQ������
DQG������WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQ-
QRXQFHG� RYHU� ������� MREV��
FRQVLVWHQWO\�OHDGLQJ�$ODEDPD�
LQ� MRE� JURZWK� DQG� DWWDLQLQJ�
PDQ\� QDWLRQDO� UDQNLQJV� DQG�
UHFRJQLWLRQV�IRU� WKH�FRPPX-
QLW\�DQG�WKH�&KDPEHU�

See Chamber Director 
on page 2
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Mercedes groundbreaking 2017. From left to right: Bibb County Commissioner 
Ricky Hubbard; Deputy Secretary of Commerce Angela Till; Jason Hoff, president 
and CEO of Mercedes-Benz U.S. International; Lee Smith, East Region Executive 
with BBVA Compass and incoming 2018 BBA Chairman; and Brian Hilson, presi-
dent and CEO of Birmingham Business Alliance.

Chamber Director
Bibb County High School and H.D. Davison Reunion

If you drive down Tab-
ernacle Road in Brent, you 
will come across a charm-
ing place called Tabernacle 
Farm, run by Cynthia and 
Jerry Winegard. I had the 
privilege of speaking with 
Cynthia and asking her 
some questions. Let’s see 
what she had to say.

Tell Us about Yourself:
My husband Jerry and I 

have 5 adult children, their 
spouses and 11 grandchil-
dren. While I grew up here 
in Bibb County, Jerry did 
not. He was born in Florida 
but has lived in many dif-
ferent states with his par-
ents and his brother.  We 
lived in Jemison for a few 
years before we started 
an RV Ministry. We lived 
in our RV and traveled all 
over the United States.  We 
returned to Alabama and 
Bibb County in 2012. We 
built our home in 2018 
in Brent with Tabernacle 
Farm Pet Boarding follow-
ing in 2019. We have since 
added onto the business to 
double the size.

Did you have any pets 
growing up that influ-
enced your career choice? 
And What inspired you to 
start your animal pet ser-
vice?

While Jerry and I both 
had lots of pets growing up 
that really wasn’t our inspi-
ration to start Tabernacle 
Farm Pet Boarding busi-
ness.

The pet boarding busi-
ness was 100% Jerry’s vi-
sion.  He realized after we 
had a bad experience with 
a pet boarder for our Min-
iature Schnauzer, Roos-
evelt, that there were no pet 
boarding businesses in our 
area with a higher quality 
of facilities and care.  We 
knew that we loved our pets 
and would be willing to pay 
extra for them to be well 
cared for and treated like 
family, so we assumed oth-
ers felt the same way.

Jerry built the first kennel 
building from the ground 
up and it opened officially 
in June of 2019 with 7 ken-
nels.  It didn’t take long to 
realize that this was a much-
needed service. In July of 
2022 we purchased a build-
ing, modified it and made 
the exact number of kennels 
as the original building had. 
We exactly doubled our 
boarding ability for dogs. 
We have also added doggy 
day care. We found that this 
was a much-needed service 
in our area also.

Not to leave out any-
one’s kitty, we purchased a 
separate building and Jerry 
modified the inside with 4 
cat condos. The new facility 
opened in January of 2020.

All our buildings are cli-
mate controlled with heat-
ing and cooling as needed.  
We have a total of 10 – 4x4 
kennels with a doggy door 
leading out to each kennel’s 
own private run area. There 
are also 4 smaller kennels 
that also have a doggy door 
and their own private run 
area. These kennels are for 
smaller pups.  We do have 
some 2x3 crates for special 

needs dogs (blind, walk-
ing issues, etc….). As a 
general rule they are rare-
ly used.  We have 4 large, 
fenced in play areas that the 
dogs play in multiple times 
a day.

What’s a typical day 
like for you running an 
animal pet service and 
how do you handle pet 
owners might be nervous 
about leaving their pets 
with you?

The day-to-day routine of 
our business rarely chang-
es.  Key word, RARELY. 
Occasionally there is a 
bump in the road.  Our busi-
ness hours are 8 am – 6 pm 
so I generally start the day 
between 6-7 am depending 
on the number of dogs we 
have boarded at the time.  
I rotate each dog into the 
play areas. While they are 
outside, I clean anything 
that is in their run area. I 
then go inside and check to 
see if their kennels needs 
attending to. Sometime 
their blanket may have got-
ten wet, or they have gotten 
food on the floor. On oc-
casion someone may have 
gotten restless in the night 
and chewed their blanket or 
toy so that has to be cleaned 
up.  I then feed and water 
each pet.  Then out I go to 
rotate the next set of dogs 
out until I have done this 
for each one.  The building 
itself is cleaned everyday 
so I do that in the morn-
ing. I make an effort to 
have this all finished before 
8 am.  Drop offs for dog-
gy day care usually come 
first, then if we have any-
one picking up their pet that 
also happens in the morn-
ing.  Once pets are picked 
up then that particular ken-
nel has to be cleaned and 
prepared for the next drop 
off.  Drop offs are usual-
ly in the afternoon and we 
want to be sure to be ready.  
Throughout the day the 
dogs are let out in the play 

areas to get some extra run-
ning and play time.  

If we have cats in the cat 
condos, they are also tak-
en care of in the morning.  
They, of course, are never 
let outside but they do come 
out into the building while I 
am feeding them and clean-
ing their litter box.  The cats 
are in a 4-level cat condo 
with their litter on the bot-
tom, a scratching pad on the 
wall of another level, food 
and water bowls attached 
on another level and their 
nice, comfy beds on the 4th 
level.

It can be stressful for pet 
owners to leave their dogs 
and cats for an extended 
amount of time. Imagine 
dropping your child off for 
day care.  We try to reassure 
them by allowing them to 
come into the boarding fa-
cility to see where their pet 
will be spending it’s time 
with us. We also point out 
to them that both kennel 
buildings are equipped with 
cameras that we can see 
from our home office and 
on an app on our phones.  
We also let them know they 
may call or check on their 
pets during regular business 
hours.  There have been 
times when a dog was par-
ticularly scared, not eating 
and staying crouched in the 
corner. Jerry will get in the 
kennel with the dog, talk to 
them, pet them, and sit there 
with them to try to calm and 
relax them. We want ev-
ery pet that stays with us to 
have a good experience.

See Community Con-
nect on page 8

Jerry & Cynthia Winegard

The Winegards: Loving Pet 
Care at Tabernacle Farms

Chamber Director from 
page 1

He began his career in 
economic development in 
������ ZRUNLQJ� KLV� ¿UVW� ���
years in Birmingham plus 
one year with the Mobile 
Chamber before moving to 
Huntsville in 1992. He has 
worked on a wide variety 
of national and international 
corporate projects, such as 
Toyota, the Hudson Alpha 
Institute for Biotechnology,  
Adtran, Cinram, Del Monte, 
Autocar, Benjamin Moore 
Paints, Verizon, Delta Air 
Lines and Mercedes. 

He was involved in sev-
eral rounds of U.S. Army 
Base Realignment, including 
the 2005 BRAC that brought 
over 4,700 jobs to north Ala-
bama. He has been involved 
in projects for new, expand-
ing and early- stage employ-
ers that total over 100,000 
Alabama jobs, and in 2011 
was commended by the 
Alabama State Legislature 
for his work in growing the 
State’s economy.

He serves as Executive 
Director of the Japan-Amer-
ica Society, an organization 
he has been part of since 
1989. He has also worked as 
Rural Development Strate-
gist on behalf of the Eco-
nomic Development Asso-
ciation of Alabama, guiding 
the development of regional 
strategic plans involving 17 
rural Alabama counties.

Chamber President Jo-
seph Marchant said that Hil-
son is no stranger to Bibb 
County, has already been 
involved in key past projects 
here,  and sees Bibb as fer-
tile ground for future invest-
ment and the development 
of industrial and commercial 
clients. In his former role 
with the Birmingham Busi-
ness Alliance Hilson was in-
strumental in developments 
WKDW�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW� LPSDFW�
on our area and boosted our 
economy. 

Hilson’s connections to 

Bibb County reach back as 
far as 2012 when he was 
part of the announcement of 
the Thyssen-Krupp launch 
in Bibb County. At the time 
Hilson was CEO of the Bir-
mingham Business Alliance 
that was responsible for the 
company choosing Bibb 
County for an expansion. At 
the time Hilson was quoted 
saying ““This project is ex-
tremely important for the 
Birmingham region and Ala-
bama. ThyssenKrupp Ma-
terials is an internationally 
recognized company and is 
especially recognizable here 
in Alabama,” said Brian Hil-
son, CEO of the Birmingham 
Business Alliance. “It’s also 
VLJQL¿FDQW� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH�
jobs and capital investment 
and because this develop-
ment is in Bibb County. This 
can generate more attention 
for Bibb County as a future 
business location for other 
companies.”

Hilson was later instru-
mental in the development 
and groundbreaking for the 
Mercedes Global Logistics 
Center now located and op-
erating at the Scott Davis 
Industrial Park in North 
Bibb. Hilson also played an 
important role in the recruit-
ment and decision to locate 
the Moller Tech plant in the 
Scott Davis Industrial Park. 

Marchant said “we look 
forward to Brian’s leadership 
and working together with 
him to move the Chamber 
and our county forward.”

Bibb County Probate 
Judge Stephanie Kemmer, 
also a member of the Indus-
trial Development Authority 
board of directors said this 
about the hire: “Mr. Hilson 
brings with him experience 
and relationships within the 
economic development com-
PXQLW\�WKDW�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�%LEE�
County immensely. I am ex-
cited that he will be leading 
the efforts of the Chamber 
and the Economic and Indus-
trial Development Authority 

and look forward to working 
with him.

A native of Huntsville, 
Brian is a graduate of Au-
burn University and the 
University of Oklahoma 
Economic Development In-
stitute. He is a graduate of 
Leadership Alabama, Lead-
ership Huntsville/Madison 
County and Leadership Bir-
mingham. He is the imme-
diate past chairman of the 
Alabama Germany Partner-
ship, and is a past chair of 
the Economic Development 
Association of Alabama, the 
Chamber of Commerce As-
sociation of Alabama, and 
the Japan-America Society 
of Alabama.

Other previous leader-
ship positions include the 
Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame selection committee, 
and the boards of directors 
of the Business Council of 
Alabama, the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute and the 
North Alabama International 
Trade Association. He is a 
recipient of the Rainer Bauer 
Award from the Alabama 
Germany Partnership and the 
Samuel Ullman Award from 
the Japan- America Soci-
ety of Alabama. In 2017 he 
was named one of the Top 
50 Economic Developers in 
North America.

Having spent his entire 
career in economic develop-
ment, Hilson is a strong be-
liever that employment op-
portunities are the best way 
to help communities prosper 
and improve people’s lives. 
Growing up in Huntsville, 
where his father was a career 
Army and NASA employee, 
he lived in a part of the com-
munity where many Ger-
mans and NASA engineers 
resided. Both of his grand-
fathers were small business 
owners, and one was also the 
mayor of Madison when it 
was a small town.

Brian and his wife, 
Windy, reside in Jefferson 
County, and they have two 
married children. Their son, 
Carlton, is an attorney with 
Burr Forman in Birmingham, 
and their daughter, Abby, is a 
high school math teacher in 
Decatur. Between them they 
have four grandchildren.
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GOVERNMENTAL MEETINGS
 �Bibb County Commission meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at the County Commission Chambers inside 
the Rock Building-Courthouse Annex. 
 �Centreville City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at 5 p.m..
 �Brent Council meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month 
at 5:00 p.m. at Brent City Hall.
 �West Blocton City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m.
 �Woodstock City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays of 
each month at 5:00 p.m.
 �The Bibb County Board of Education normally holds regu-
lar monthly Board Meetings the second Tuesday of every month. 
Meetings are at 5:00 p.m. and are held in the Board Room of the 
&HQWUDO� 2I¿FH�� %RDUG� 0LQXWHV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� RQ� RXU� ZHEVLWH� DW�
ZZZ�ELEEHG�RUJ��3K���������������

SPECIAL WEEKLY 
HAPPENINGS

� ��Come join us for The Masters Kitchen at the First Baptist 
&KXUFK�RI�:RRGVWRFN��&ROGZDWHU�5G��RQ�WKH��VW�DQG��UG�0RQGD\�
RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW���S�P�� �)UHH�PHDO�DORQJ�ZLWK�D�JUHDW�PHVVDJH�
WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUG�RU�D�VRQJ���
 ��$WWHQWLRQ�%LEE�&RXQW\�/DQGRZQHUV��:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�JHW�
the most usage out of your property? If so, come to the Alabama 
Treasurer Forest-Bibb County Chapter meetings held on the 4th 
Thursday of each month at the Daily Grind in Centreville from 
6-7pm.
 ��Singing at Cedar Grove Church August 3rd starting at 6pm 
JXHVW�VLQJHUV�ZLOO�EH�)RUJLYHQ�+HDUW�DQG�PRUH�
� �� Homecoming at Antioch Baptist Church (in Antioch) on 
-XO\���WK��3UHDFKHU�ZLOO�EH�6LGQH\�&RWWLQJKDP��OXQFK�WR�IROORZ��
*XHVW�VLQJHUV�ZLOO�EH�7KH�5HYHODWRUV�4XDUWHW�
� �� &RPH�DQG� VHH�ZKDW�*RG�FDQ�GR� IRU�\RX� DW�&HGDU�*URYH�
Church in West Blocton July 21 starting at 11 am . Guest preacher 
LV�-LPP\�&KDQQHOO�IURP�1RUWKSRUW�FRPH�RQ�RXW�DQG�ZRUVKLS�ZLWK�
XV�\RX�ZRQ¶W�UHJUHW�LW�

 WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES
 ��GUHHQ�3RQG�3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK��6HUYLFH�DW����D�P��HYHU\�
6XQGD\��3DVWRU��%HY�'RGVRQ�
 �(QRQ�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK������0RQWHYDOOR�5G��&HQWUHYLOOH��$/�
�������6XQGD\�ZRUVKLS������DP��6XQGD\�6FKRRO�����DP��FRQWDFW�
LQIR��������������RU��������������
 �Woodstock United Methodist Church services begin Sunday 
School at 10am Worship at 11.
 �6DQG\�&KDSHO�&KXUFK�VHUYLFHV�VWDUW�DW���DP�IRU�SUHDFKLQJ����
am for Sunday School.
 �6FRWWVYLOOH�8QLRQ�&KXUFK��&R��5G������6XQ��6FKRRO����D�P���
Worship-11 a.m., Sun. eve. Bible Study 5 p.m., Wed. service 6 
S�P��%UR��-��5��.HHWRQ��3DVWRU��,QIR���������������
 �1HZ�/LIH�:HVW�%ORFWRQ� D� UHYLYDO� RULHQWHG� FKXUFK�� 6XQGD\�
6HUYLFH�DW���DP��:HG��QLJKW�VHUYLFH�DW��SP��3DVWRU�*UHJ�%URFN�
������������
 �/LWWOH�+RSH�3ULPLWLYH�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK�KROGV�VHUYLFHV�RQ�6DW��
EHIRUH��UG�6XQ��RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW���DP��(OGHU�6FRWW�6H[WRQ�3DVWRU��
For info  205-225-4341.
  �Scottsville Baptist Church holds church service on Tue. at 
�SP��ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�VSHDNHU�HDFK�ZHHN�
� �*RG¶V�+RXVH�RI�3UD\HU�����&R��5G�����0DULRQ��$/��LQ�+HL-
berger) hold services every Sunday at 11am.
� �&HQWUHYLOOH�&KXUFK�RI�&KULVW������0RQWHYDOOR�5G���&HQWUHYLOOH��
����������$VVHPEO\�WLPHV�6XQ��D�P��%LEOH�6WXG\�������D�P��:RU-
ship-10:30, p.m. Worship-5:00 p.m.; Wed. night-6:30.
 �Six Mile Baptist Church: Sunday School on Sun. at 10am, 
Worship at 11am. Wed. Bible Study at 6 pm.
 ��VW�8QLWHG�3HQWHFRVWDO�&KXUFK�RI�&HQWUHYLOOH�KDV�ZHHNO\�VHU-
YLFHV��3DVWRU�0DULO\Q�%HOFKHU��$VVW��3DVWRU�0XUUD\�1LFKROV��)RU�
info, call 205-225-0007.
 �1HZ� -HUXVDOHP� +ROLQHVV� &KXUFK� KROGV� VHUYLFHV� LQ� WKH�
:RRGVWRFN�3OD]D�RQ�6XQ��DW�������DP�DQG������SP��DQG�:HG��DW�
7:30pm. 
 �Apostolic Revival Center holds services on Sunday: Sunday 
School 2pm. and Worship 3pm.; Wed. Bible Study 7pm.
� �West Blocton Bible Methodist Church holds services on: 
Sunday School 10am, Worship Service 11am, Sunday Night 5pm 
& Wednesday night 6pm. The Bible Methodist Church meeting 
every second Tues. of each month at 10:30, lunch provided.
� �5DQGROSK� %DSWLVW� &KXUFK� 6XQGD\� 6FKRRO� �DP�� SUHDFKLQJ�
10am. Wednesday night teen kids & youth 6:15pm, supper pro-
vided at 6pm.

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
& REMINDERS

��7KH�%LEE�&RXQW\�3ODQQLQJ�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ-
YROYLQJ�FRXQW\�ODQGRZQHUV�DQG�IRUHVWU\�JURXSV���:H�PHHW�WKH�WKLUG�
7XHVGD\�RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW��30�LQ�WKH�$ODEDPD�)RUHVWU\�&RPPLV-
VLRQ�2I¿FH�ORFDWHG�DW������+LJKZD\����%UHQW��$/�
  �&DU�7DJ�5HQHZDO�0RQWKV���$OSKDEHW�LQGLFDWHV�WKH�¿UVW�OHWWHU�
of last name) January-A/D, February-B, March-C/E, April-F/G/N, 
0D\�+�2�� -XQH�0�,�� -XO\�3�/��$XJXVW�-�.�5�� 6HSWHPEHU�4�6�7��
October-U-Z and November-Commercial.
 ��%ULHU¿HOG�)LUH�	�5HVFXH�PHHWV�RQ�WKH�ODVW�0RQGD\�RI�HDFK�
PRQWK� DW� �SP� DW� 6WDWLRQ� �� ORFDWHG� DW� ������$/������ )RU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��FDOO� WKH�6WDWLRQ�DW���������������:H�ZHOFRPH�YRO-
unteers!
�� *UHHQ� 3RQG� )LUH�	�5HVFXH� KROGV� LWV�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJV�

every first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm at Station 1, located 
DW�������(DVWHUQ�9DOOH\�5RDG�LQ�:RRGVWRFN��7KHVH�PHHWLQJV�DUH�
open to the public and everyone is invited and encouraged to at-
WHQG��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FDOO�*3)5�DW��������������RU�YLVLW�
greenpondfire.com
� �The Bibb County Bee Keepers Association August meeting 
ZLOO�EH�DW�7KH�&DKDED�/LO\�&HQWHU�LQ�:HVW�%ORFWRQ��)RU�PRUH�LQIR�
FDOO�WKH�%&�([WHQVLRQ�2I¿FH�DW��������������RU�PGK����#DFHV�
edu or Chuck Allen 205-202-0501. Find us on FB at Bibb Co. 
Beekeepers.
� ��Bama Carry of Bibb County meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
HDFK�PRQWK�DW������S�P��DW�WKH�6DZPHDO�5HVWDXUDQW��)RU�PRUH�LQIR�
FRQWDFW�'DQQ\�-RQHV����������

 �Women for Sobriety meets every Tues. at 5:30pm. For info 
FDOO�.DUHQ��������������
 �)��2��3��PHHWV�WKH��UG�0RQ��RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW�5RFN�%XLOGLQJ�
 �%LEE�&RXQW\�6RLO�	�:DWHU�PHHWV�DW������D�P��RQ�WKH��UG�7XH��
RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW�����6��:��'DYLGVRQ�'U���&HQWUHYLOOH�����������
 ��%LEE�&RXQW\�*23�ZLOO�KROG�TXDUWHUO\�PHHWLQJV�LQ�-DQXDU\��
$SULO��-XO\�DQG�2FWREHU��1H[W�PHHWLQJ�ZLOO�EH�7KXUVGD\��-XO\����
 �Bibb County Chamber of Commerce holds monthly meetings 
on the 2nd Thurs. of the month at 5pm. at the chamber building.  
 �)ULHQGVKLS�/RGJH�����)�	�$0�LQ�&HQWUHYLOOH�PHHWV�RQ��VW�
DQG��UG�7KXU��DW��SP��DW����&W��6T��$OO�PHPEHUV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
attend.
 �The Bibb Co. Airport Authority meets on the 1st Thursday of 
each month at 5pm. at Bibb County Airport.
 �� 7KH� &HQWUHYLOOH� +LVWRULF� 3UHVHUYDWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� QRZ�
meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 5 p.m. at the First 
3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK�)HOORZVKLS�+DOO�
 �$PHULFDQ�/HJLRQ�3RVW����:HVW�%ORFWRQ�PHHWV��SP�RQ�WKH��WK�
7XHV��RI�HDFK�PRQWK�DW�����5RVH��/DQH�LQ�:HVW�%ORFWRQ��9HWHUDQV�
DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DWWHQG��)RU�PRUH�LQIR�FDOO�-LPP\�)LWWV����������
RU�*DU\�0RQN�����������$PHULFDQ�/HJLRQ�$X[LOLDU\�	�6RQV�RI�
$PHULFDQ�/HJLRQ�DUH�DFFHSWLQJ�PHPEHUV��&DOO�-DQ�)LWWV����������
RU�&DWK\�$WFKLVRQ����������
 �The Brent Cemetery Committee reminds the community of 
LWV�SROLF\�RI�SHULRGLFDOO\�UHPRYLQJ�ROG�	�IDGHG�ÀRZHUV�IURP�FHP-
HWHU\��:H�ZHOFRPH�ÀRZHUV��EXW�DVN�\RX�WR�UHPRYH�ÀRZHUV�ZKHQ�
faded.

LIBRARY HOURS
 �7KH� %UHQW�&HQWUHYLOOH� 3XEOLF� /LEUDU\� KRXUV� DUH�� 0��D��S��
7X�7K��D��S��)UL���D��S�&ORVHG��6DW�	�6XQ��
�7KH�:HVW�%ORFWRQ�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\�KRXUV�DUH��0RQ��FORVHG��7XHV��
10am-2pm, Wed.-12pm-4pm, Thur.-1pm-5pm, Fri.-12pm-3pm, 
Sat.-10am-1pm, Sun.-closed. 
 �Woodstock Community Library is open Sunday & Monday: 
FORVHG��7XHVGD\����$0����30��:HGQHVGD\����$0����30��7KXUV-
GD\���$0����30��)ULGD\�����
 �9DQFH�7RZQ�/LEUDU\�LV�RSHQ�7XHV��	�7KXUV�����SP��	�6DW��
2-4pm.

PRAYER & SUPPORT GROUPS
� �Join us at the Celebrate Recovery support group each Tuesday 
DW��SP�LQ�WKH�)HOORZVKLS�+DOO�DW�%UHQW�%LEOH�0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK��
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDFW�'ZLJKW�&URVOH\�DW��������������
 �Cancer Support Group Startup for Bibb County. Anyone in-
terested - please call and provide your contact information 205-
���������RU��������������
 �Group One, a Bibb County Cancer Support groups meets at 
BMC, AOB meeting room the fourth Thursday of each month. For 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDOO��������������
 �If you need help, call 2-1-1 for community services to get 
assistance. United Way of West AL.
 �,V�\RXU�FKXUFK�RU�FLYLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQ� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�VWDUWLQJ�D�
³+RPH�'HOLYHU\�0HDO�0LQLVWU\� �3URJUDP�´"�$W� WKH� FRUH� RI� WKH�
SUR�JUDPV�LV�D�QXWULWLRXV�PHDO��FRPSDQLRQVKLS�DQG�D�ZDWFKIXO�H\H�
RQ�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�RXU�VHQLRU�DGXOWV�ZKR�KDYH�WURXEOH�JHW-
WLQJ�DURXQG��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDOO����������������
� �+HOSLQJ� 2WKHU� 3HRSOH� ([FHO� �+23(�� LQ� %LEE� &RXQW\� LV� D�
JURXS�RI� VWDNHKROGHUV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�%LEE�&RXQW\�&RPPXQLW\�ZKR�
KDYH�D�YHVWHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�DOO�UHVLGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�NQRZO-
HGJH�� VNLOOV�� DQG� DELOLWLHV� WR� REWDLQ� DYDLODEOH� UHVRXUFHV� WKDW�ZLOO�
HTXLS�WKHP�WR�WKULYH��:KHWKHU�\RX��RU�VRPHRQH�\RX�NQRZ��LV�LQ�
QHHG�RI�IRRG��FORWKHV��RU�RWKHU�UHVRXUFHV��RXU�FRDOLWLRQ�ZRUNV�WR�HL-
WKHU�SURYLGH�RU�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�UHVRXUFHV�WR�PHHW�\RXU�QHHGV��3OHDVH�
FRQWDFW�-RKQ�6NLQQHU�DW��������������RU�YLD�HPDLO�DW�FRPSDVVLRQ-
DQGKRSHIRRGEDVNHW#JPDLO�FRP� RU� +�2�3�(�� LQ� %LEE� &RXQW\� DW�
KRSHLQELEEFR#JPDLO�FRP�

FREE CLASSES
 �%LEE� )DPLO\�&RQQHFWLRQV� RIIHUV� IUHH� 3DUHQWLQJ�&ODVVHV� RQ�
the 2nd and 4th Thur. of each month at 10:00 am. The Earn While 
<RX�/HDUQ� FODVV� RIIHUV� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU� WKRVH�ZLWK� LQIDQWV� DQG�
WRGGOHUV�WR�HDUQ�EDE\�VXSSOLHV�DQG�QHHGV�ZKLOH�DWWHQGLQJ�FODVVHV��
)RU�PRUH�LQIR�FDOO���������������RU�FRPH�E\�0RQ��PRUQLQJV�IURP�
���� WR� VLJQ� XS��(PDLO�� ELEEVDYHDOLIH#JPDLO�FRP�� ���8QLYHUVLW\�
Way, Brent, AL.
 �%LEE�)DPLO\�&RQQHFWLRQV�LV�DOZD\V�ORRNLQJ�IRU�YROXHQWHHUV�
DQG�GRQDWLRQV��3OHDVH�FDOO��������������WR�¿QG�RXW�KRZ�WR�KHOS�
 �GED classes are offered free of charge to Bibb Co. residents 
DW�%UHQW�(OHP��6FKRRO����QLJKWV�ZNO\��0RQ��7KXU��&ODVVHV�EHJLQ�DW�
�����S�P��9RXFKHUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�KHOS�SD\�WKH�FRVW�RI�WKH�*('�
test for class participants. More info, call 205-260-0041.
� �7KH� QHZ� *HQHDORJ\� &ODVV� ZLOO� EH� KHOG� PRQWKO\� WKH� �QG�
and 4th Wednesday at 10:00 a.m at the Woodstock Community 
Library. Dianne Chesser returns as our master genealogist and 
SDWURQV�ZLOO�KDYH�IUHH�DFFHVV�WR�$QFHVWU\�FRP�GXULQJ�FODVV�WLPH��
7KRVH� LQWHUHVWHG�PD\� FDOO� ���������RU� FKHFN�RXU�)DFHERRN� IRU�

PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�ZRRGVWRFNFRPPXQLW\OL-
brary

QUARTERLY MEETINGS
 �The Bibb County Chapter of the Alabama Treasure Forest 
KROG�TXDUWHUO\�PHHWLQJV��)RU�LQIR��FDOO����������RU�����������3UL-
YDWH� ODQGRZQHUV� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� JRRG� VWHZDUGVKLS� RI� SURSHUW\� DUH�
needed.
 �West Blocton Lunch Bunch, 1st Wed. of Feb., Apr., Aug., and 
2FW��0RUH�LQIR������������

CEMETERY FUNDING
  �,I�\RX�KDYH�ORYHG�RQHV�EXULHG�DW�DQ\�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FHP-
HWHULHV� DQG�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�PDNH� D� GRQDWLRQ� IRU� XSNHHS� DQG� HWF���
please send check (made payable to “(Church or Cemetery Name) 
&HPHWHU\�)XQG´�WR�WKH�QDPH�DQG�DGGUHVV�OLVWHG�EHORZ�
 �Enon Baptist Church Cemetery: Main donations to Enon 
%DSWLVW�&HPHWHU\�32�%R[�����&HQWUHYLOOH��$/�������)RU�PRUH�
LQIR���������������RU��������������
  �Thrasher Family Cemetery in Woodstock, AL: c/o Danny 
.HOOXP�������%URZQ�&LUFOH�:RRGVWRFN��$/��������
 �Shady Grove II Cemetery: Shady Grove II Baptist, 7247 
*UH\�+LOO�5G���:HVW�%ORFWRQ��$/��������
 �3OHDVDQW�+LOO�&KXUFK�FHPHWHU\������,QJDWH�3DVV��&HQWUHYLOOH��
AL 35042. 
 �0RXQW�&DUPHO�&HPHWHU\��%DSWLVW�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�$ODEDPD��3��
O. Box 241227, Montgomery, AL 36124-1227. Mark check “Mt. 
&DUPHO�&HPHWHU\�)XQG�$FFRXQW���������´�
 �3RQGYLOOH� 3HUSHWXDO� &HPHWHU\�� /DUU\�:DWNLQV� ����� 3D\QH�
Lake Rd. Brent, AL 35034.
 �Wesley Chapel Methodist Church Cemetery:  Linda Crim 
�����0RQWHYDOOR�5G��&HQWUHYLOOH��$/��������������
  �6FKXOW]�&UHHN�&HPHWHU\��32�%R[������&HQWUHYLOle, AL 35042. 
 �6KLQH\�5RFN�&HPHWHU\��FDOO��������������
 �.LQDUG� &HPHWHU\�� /RZUH\WRZQ�� .LQDUG� &HPHWHU\� )XQG��
/RZUH\WRZQ��&�2�9LFNL�*RJJLQV� �����+RSHZHOO� &KXUFK�5RDG�
:HVW�%ORFWRQ��������
�If you have family buried at Old Salem Methodist Church 

Cemetary send donation to, Salem Methodist Cemetary Fund, 374 
Collen Road, Selma, Al 36701 or call Jean Stevens at 205-316-
�����
�Donations to Mt. Ivah Cemetery are greatly appreciated. 

3OHDVH� VHQG� WR�� /\QQ�5�� -RKQVRQ�� ��� )ULHQGVKLS� 3DVV��%UHQW�$O�
35034.
�� /LWWOH� +RSH� 3ULPLWLYH� %DSWLVW� &KXUFK� &HPHWHU\� �:HVW�

Eoline): C/O William Deason 262 Grover Lane Centreville, AL 
35042-5562.
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,I� \RX�ZDQW� D� JRRG��
clean, thrilling read The 
Housemaid is the book 
for you. Millie needs a 
job and a place to live, 

the listing for The Win-
chesters Housemaid 
seems like the perfect 
opportunity. Hired on 
the spot by Nina, the 
ZLIH��0LOOLH�PRYHV�LQWR�
their mansion, living in 

the attic bedroom. For 
0LOOLH�� ZKR� LV� KRPH-
OHVV�� WKLV� MRE� VLJQL¿HV�
D�IUHVK�VWDUW���+RZHYHU��
Millie harbors secrets 
RI� KHU� RZQ�²� VHFUHWV�
that the Winchesters 

The Housemaid by Freida McFadden

DUH�XQDZDUH�RI��LQFOXG-
ing her recent release 
from jail. The job just 
seems too good to be 
true.. a roof over her 
head, decent pay. Nina 
Winchester seems love-
ly…but…something 
niggles, is it too good 
to be true? When Millie 
VWDUWV� WKHUH¶V� D� VKLIW� WR�
1LQD�VWUDLJKW�DZDy and 
\RX¶G� EH� IRUJLYHQ� IRU�
WKLQNLQJ�VKH�ZDV�D�OLW-
WOH�FUD]\��$QG��WR�WRS�LW�
off, Millie sleeps in an 
DWWLF� URRP� WKDW¶V�PRUH�
of a closest. Despite 
this, Millie makes the 
PRVW�RI�WKLQJV���LW¶V�VWLOO�

by far better than the 
alternative. As the sto-
U\�SURJUHVVHV�ZH�OHDUQ�
WKH� PDUULDJH� EHWZHHQ�
1LQD�DQG�$QGUHZ�LV�IDU�
IURP� SHUIHFW�� WKHUH¶V�
tension and a lot of 
history simmering. 
Millie continues to try 
WR�JHW�RQ�ZLWK�KHU� MRE�
and ignore the erratic 
behavior of Nina but 
in doing so she sees 
VRPHWKLQJ� LQ�$QGUHZ��
She feels sorry for him, 
DIWHU� DOO� 1LQD� FDQ¶W� EH�
making him happy.. but 
VKH�FRXOG��%XW��VKH¶V�WKH�
PDLG� DQG�KH¶V�PDUULHG��
Things start to take a 

GDUN�WXUQ��,¶P�FHUWDLQO\�
not one for spoilers but 
LW¶V�VDIH�WR�VD\�WKH�WZLVWV�
FRPH� DQG� ZKLOH� ,� KDG�
some inkling, the events 
WKDW�SOD\HG�RXW�ZHUH�VR�
much better and more 
terrifying than I could 
have imagined. As ten-
sions escalate and the 
IDPLO\¶V� KLGGHQ� WUXWKV�
emerge, no one is safe. 
The Housemaid is a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
story to keep the reader 
JXHVVLQJ�ZKDW�ZLOO�KDS-
pen next. I read this 
book in three days, it 
LV� GH¿QLWHO\�RQH� WKDW� LV�
KDUG�WR�SXW�GRZQ�



ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Life Assembly of God
Woodstock 938-2938

Assembly of God
Worship Center
Centreville (205) 928-0369

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist
Centreville (205) 316-1221

Ashby Baptist 
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Bethel Baptist Brent 
205-225-4780

Bethlehem Baptist
Centreville 

Bibb Baptist Association
Centreville 926-7866

Bibbville Baptist
Woodstock 938-2015

Brent Baptist
Brent 926-7687

Cahaba Valley Baptist
Centreville 926-5927

Calvary Baptist
Centreville 926-4079

Camp Branch Baptist Church
2590 Camp Branch Rd
West Blocton

Cedar Grove Baptist
West Blocton 938-0828

Centreville Baptist
Centreville 926-7069

Community Baptist
Centreville

Deer Creek Missionary
Baptist Church
Centreville 225-0460

Ebenzer Baptist Church
%ULHU¿HOG���������

Enon Baptist
Centreville 926-4517

Eoline Baptist
Eoline 926-7448

Faith Baptist
West Blocton 938-7220

Four Points Baptist
Centreville 926-7775

Green Pond Baptist
Green Pond 938-7769

Haysop Baptist
Centreville 926-4491

Hopewell Primitive Baptist
West Blocton 553-7603

Johntown Baptist
West Blocton 938-7621

Liberty Baptist
West Blocton 938-2090

Liberty Baptist
Duncanville 759-9647 / 759-4074

Liberty Freewill Baptist
926-6496

Little Hope Primitive Baptist
Centreville 926-4236

Lowerytown Baptist
West Blocton 938-2436

Lucille Baptist
West Blocton 966-3556

Mission Baptist
Woodstock 938-7096

Mt. Carmel Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Mt. Ebell Baptist
Brent 926-9223

Mt. Grove Baptist
938-3410

Mt. Moriah Baptist
West Blocton 926-5425

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
Brent 926-9009

Mt. Tabor Baptist
Brent 926-7156

Mt. Zion Baptist
Centreville 334-366-5903

New Hebron Baptist
West Blocton 938-2101

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Randolph 334-366-1199

New Life Baptist Church
Centreville 205-541-7072

New Pleasant Valley
Brent 926-9045

Pinegrove Missionary Baptist
Brent 225-0139

Pineview Baptist
Brent 926-9280

Pleasant Sabine Baptist
Centreville 926-3867

Pondville Baptist
Brent 926-9211

Randolph Baptist 366-4296

Reno Baptist Church
Caffee Junction 477-5058

Rising Star Baptist
Centreville 926-4115

Rehobeth Baptist
Lawley 663-2907

Schultz Creek Baptist
West Blocton 938-9766

Shady Grove Baptist
Randolph 366-1163

Shady Grove II Baptist
West Blocton 938-0120
Pastor 834-2557

Shiloh Baptist
Centreville 926-7041

Six Mile Baptist
%ULHU¿HOG

Smith Hill Baptist
West Blocton 938-2379

Thomas Mill Baptist
Centreville 926-6882

Union Baptist Church
722 Magnolia St
West Blocton 

West Blocton First  Baptist
938-7392

Woodstock Baptist
938-7407

BIBLE
Grace Bible
Woodstock 938-7763

CATHOLIC
Church Of  The  Holy Spirit
Tuscaloosa 553-9733

St. Thomas
The Apostle Church
Montevallo 663-3936

CHRISTIAN
Marvel Christian Union
Montevallo 345-7018

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centreville Church Of Christ
926-LOVE

North Bibb Church of Christ
Woodstock 477-6121

West Blocton
Church of Christ
West Blocton 938-7108

Evangelist Temple
Brent 926-6430

CHURCH OF GOD
Church of God of Prophecy
at Eoline
256-393-9625
Pastor Shane Pate

Church Of God Of Prophecy
West Blocton 938-2788

Caffee Junction  Church Of  God
205-477-5468

River of Life Church of God
9225 Hwy 82, Brent
205-926-7600

West Blocton Church of God
Cty Rd. 21 Smith Hill
205-966-4988

CHURCH OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST
2300 South Scottsville Rd
Centreville  926-5393

EPISCOPAL
The  Church Of  The Holy Com-
forter
Montevallo 665-2769

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
925 Plowman Street
Montevallo 665-1667

HOLINESS
Deliverance Temple Holiness
Four Points 926-5565

Word of Faith Worship Center
Centreville 926-4555

Free Will Apostolic Holiness
Antioch 926-9252

Real Truth Holiness Church
646 S. Scottsville Road
Brent 926-5009

Trinity Spirit  Holiness Church 
Centreville 926-4321

METHODIST
Brent Bible Methodist
812-675-1543
210 4th St. Brent, AL 

Brent Methodist
190 Tabernacle Rd.
Brent, AL

Pondville Methodist
9:15 - 10 AM Sundays
Freindship Rd. • Brent

Friendship Bible Methodist Church
205-225-4000
Co. Rd. 16 Brent, AL

Ada Chapel Bible 
Methodist Church
12540 N. Scottsville Rd.
West Blocton, AL
513-254-8241

West Blocton Bible 
Methodist Church
355 Camellia Lane, West Blocton
205.826.5763

Mt. Sinai Church
Centreville 256-577-8137

James Chapel
A.M.E. Zion Church
926-5607

Bible Methodist
West Blocton 938-0091

Hopewell A.M.E. Zion
Harrisburg 926-5777

New Hope AME
West Blocton 540-8016

Tabernacle United Methodist
Lawley

Waymon Chapel AME
%ULHU¿HOG�������������

Woodstock United 
Methodist Church
73 Strickland Drive
938-0608
www.woodstockumcal.org 

West Scottsville
United Methodist Church
North Scottsville Road
451-3624

NAZARENE
Ridgeville Church Of The Nazarene
Brent

Spencer Church Of The Nazarene
Brent

PENTECOSTAL
New Life West Blocton
Pastor Greg Brock
205.441.2809

First United Pentecostal Church of 
Centreville

PRESBYTERIAN
Brent Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4722

Centreville First
Presbyterian P.C.A.
926-4261

Green Pond Presbyterian 
Presbyterian Church Rd
205-938-2344

Pleasant Hill Upper Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church
Centreville 926-4409

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
First Brent Seventh Day Adventist
926-6328

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Fellowship Community
926-6800

Scottsville Union Church
Co. Rd. 9
Scottsville 205-503-6096

Victory Tabernacle Church
1008 Walnut Street • Centreville
926-9455 or 361-2763
Pastor Butch Tucker

Yahweh’s Harvest
926-9044

The Refreshing Place Church
24865 Hwy. 5
Woodstock, AL 35188
Pastor Wayne Keeton

God’s House of Prayer
489 Co. Rd. 162 (Heiberger)
Marion, AL 36756
334-683-4933
Every Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Sandy Chapel Community Church
926-4934
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Church Directory
Worship at the Church of your Choice

Rockco Rockco 
Funeral HomesFuneral Homes

805 Birmingham Rd.
Centreville, AL
205.926.4876 

www.rockcofuneralhomes.com

We have a simple goal: to continuously provide We have a simple goal: to continuously provide 
services to meet the individual needs of your services to meet the individual needs of your 
family and ensure you are comfortable and family and ensure you are comfortable and 

secure during this emotional time.secure during this emotional time.

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY NEWS

                     West Eoline News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Jane Hannah

Brent News From the Pen of 
Dorothy Clark

                     Centreville News
                                                                   From The Pen Of Brenda Hubbard

Hymn HistoryHymn History
By: Savannah LoganBy: Savannah Logan

There’s just something 
about being in nature, isn’t 
there – well, at least there is 
for me. No matter what sea-
son of life I have found my-
self in, one of the most con-
sistent aspects of my life has 
been being able to feel the 
spirit of the Lord just a bit 
more closely when I am sur-
rounded by the grass, trees, 
sky, and everything in be-
tween. Being something that 
God created myself, feeling 
kinship with other aspects 
of God’s creation resonates 
in my soul in a special way 
when it comes to feeling 
God’s love in a more com-
plete way. Sometimes I’m 
baffled by it all – you mean 
to tell me that the God who 
created a stunning sunset, 
the intricacies of how all 
plants grow, and each and 
every creature that flies, 
walks, and crawls, and the 
sun warming my soul cre-
ated little old me too? It’s a 
thought with a certain gravi-
tas, and I hope I never cease 
to feel it in its entirety each 
time I walk out of my door. 

“All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” is a beloved hymn 
written by Cecil F. Alexan-
der, who was born in 1818 
at Ballykean House, Red-
cross, Wicklow, Ireland, and 
passed away on October 12, 
1895, at The Palace, Lon-
donderry. As a child, Cecil 

had a talent for poetry, which 
her parents initially did not 
take seriously. Her father 
discovered her poems hid-
den under a carpet and began 
reading them aloud every 
Saturday. As she grew older, 
Cecil channeled her love for 
teaching children through 
poetry. Before her marriage, 
she published “Verses for 
Holy Seasons” and “Hymns 
for Little Children” (1848), 
the latter including her most 
famous work, “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful.” 

Cecil married the Rever-
end William Alexander, who 
later became a bishop in Ire-
land and the Primate of All 
Ireland. Despite his signifi-
cant ecclesiastical accom-
plishments, William humbly 
acknowledged that he would 
be remembered primarily as 
the husband of the poet who 
wrote “There Is a Green Hill 
Far Away,” another of Ce-
cil’s well-known hymns. 
Over her lifetime, Mrs. Al-
exander wrote more than 
four hundred hymns and was 
deeply committed to chari-
table work. She founded a 
school for the deaf with her 
older sister and established 
the Girls Friendly Society, 
an Episcopal Church organi-
zation that continues to oper-
ate worldwide. 

“All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” was written to 

help children understand the 
opening line of the Apostles’ 
Creed: “I believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth.” It is be-
lieved that Cecil composed 
this hymn at Markree Cas-
tle in Ireland. The tune as-
sociated with the hymn is 
an English melody dating 
back to the seventeenth cen-
tury, which first appeared 
in “The Dancing Master” 
(1686). Martin Shaw, an 
English musician and church 
organist at St. Martin-in-the-
Fields, adapted the melody 
to fit Cecil’s words. 

The hymn’s vivid lan-
guage evokes images of ani-
mals, birds, and nature, mak-
ing listeners feel as though 
they can smell the flowers, 
hear the river, and feel the 
wind. It reminds Christians 
of their connection to the 
Creator through Jesus and 
encourages them to express 
their awe and gratitude for 
the beauty of creation by 
singing, “All things bright 
and beautiful, O Lord, You 
made it all!”

Do you have hymn you 
would like to know more 
about? Well, you know the 
drill – please feel free to 
send in a request by email at 
savannah.pearce@bibbcom-
munitymedia.com or by giv-
ing the office a call. I would 
love to hear from you!

All Things Bright and Beautiful

Our deepest sympathy 
goes out to the McMillan 
family in the recent loss of 
a loved one.

Among those having 
Birthdays in July are Jimmy 
Suttle, Ed Lightsey, Anne 
Deason, Rosalyn Adams, 
Cindy Suggs, Marti Watts, 
Quince McCoy, Jacob 
Pipher, Jacob Pipher, Matt 
Hartzell, Derrick Thomp-

son, Londa Sticher, Teresa 
Murphy, Weston Duncan, 
Sheila Duncan, Braylin 
Buzbee and Paige Hubbard.

Celebration on the Green 
was celebrated this year 
from 5:00 p.m. til 9:00 p.m. 
in Centreville on July 13, 
2024.

WMU of Brent Baptist 
Church met recently.

Ridgeville Church of the 

Nazarene will have Home-
coming on July 28, 2024 
at 11:00 A.M. Guest singer 
will be Bob Sellers, former 
lead singer of The Kings-
men Quartet. Everyone is 
cordially invited to attend.

Anniversary wishes go 
out to Keith and Lisa Booth, 
who recently celebrated 
their 42nd Wedding Anniver-
sary.

CORRECTION- I reported 
Kaydie Joelle Kinney ‘s birth 
last week, which is true but 
the correct spelling is Kaydi.  
Grandmother (GiGi) Jera Fort-
ner stayed several Monday thru 
Friday  with LaShelle, Ronnie 
& Geneva; helping with baby 
Kaydi and helping others as al-
lowed.   Tracey Holladay and 
Ruth Deason visited 7-10 and 
Mommy & Daddy took Kay-
di for a quick visit with Uncle 
Wayne; bringing preemie gifts. 
Shelby and Nanny Jo visited 
Friday and this Nana was in 
and out all week taking food 
and holding the tiny bundle.

NEIGHBORLY -- Jacki Mc-
Murry had a flat tire last Fri-
day and pulled off West Eoline 
Road at the Little Hope Road 
juncture.  George Marchant 
was on scene when her called 
ride picked her up and kept an 
eye on her car.  Ronnie Kin-
ney volunteered to handle get-
ting the tire fixed and replaced.  
That makes this Nana proud. 
.. He continued being neigh-
borly by cutting my grass!  

THANKS RONNIE.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY this 

week to my brother C H Dea-
son 7-21, Great-great nephew 
Link Perez 7-22, Teresa Sut-
tle 7-23, and Peggy Simmons 
7-24.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Sammy & Donna Kornegay 
7-24 and many many more.

UPLIFTED SPIRITS ... As 
I left home last Thursday af-
ternoon,  I noticed the grass on 
the right-of-way had been cut 
and  that made me SMILE!

Wayne Deason enjoyed 
a long weekend at Navarre 
Beach with his daughters Ruth 
Deason, Cindy Garner, Janet 
Fancher and Carolyn Caddis.  

PRAYERS for Glenda 
Boothe of Woodstock, home 
Sunday from Hospital under 
Hospice care.  She is Stacey 
Thompson’s Mother.

PRAYERS for Peggy 
Marchant as she starts treat-
ment this week.

During this crazy time, I am 
comforted by a devotional I 
read July 15th from Jesus Call-

ing which says : “Do not worry 
about tomorrow!    This is not 
a suggestion but a command. 
I divided time into days and 
nights so that you would have 
manageable portions of life to 
handle. My grace is sufficient 
for you, but it’s sufficiency 
is for only one day at a time. 
When you worry about the fu-
ture, you heap day upon day 
of troubles onto your flimsy 
frame. You stagger under this 
heavy load, which I never in-
tended you to carry. Throw off 
this oppressive burden with 
one quick thrust of trust. Anx-
ious thoughts meander about 
and crisscross in your brain, 
but trusting Me brings you di-
rectly into My presence. As 
you thus affirm your faith, 
shackles of worry fall off in-
stantly. Enjoy My presence 
continually by trusting me at 
all times.  Matthew 6:34, Cor-
inthians 12:9 , Psalms 62:8 
NKJ “ ....  God is Bigger!

Call 478-396-2513 to share 
your news.  Have a wonderful 
week. 

John “Johnny” William 
Breasseale

John “Johnny” William 
Breasseale, age 63 passed 

away on Monday, July 8, 
2024.

Johnny was a very good 
man, a loyal brother and 
uncle that loved his family, 
animals, and mostly his Al-
abama football.

Johnny is preceded in 
death by his parents, Floyd 
and Inez Breasseale; sib-
lings, Billy Ray Breasseale, 
Robert Howard Breasseale, 
Patricia Ann Breasseale, 
Earnest Edwin Breasseale, 
and W. Paul Breasseale.

He is survived by his 
brothers, Noah Keith Breas-

seale (Maryann) and Ricky 
Breasseale; sister, Kathryn 
Breasseale Vines (Bobby); 
his “Blue Boy” blue pit 
bull; and a host of nieces 
and nephews.

A visitation will be held 
on Friday, July 19, 2024 
from 11 am - 12 pm with 
a funeral service following 
at 12 pm at Rockco Funer-
al Home in Centreville, AL. 
with Rev. Wes Brown offi-
ciating. Burial will follow 
after service at Rock Creek 
Church of God Cemetery. 

Covid is back on the 
rise, so be careful when 
you’re out and about. 

Trash is back on the side 
of the road on Bear Creek. 
Let’s all help keep the 
roads clean and our envi-
ronment healthy. 

Happy Birthday to Wil-
lie Clark.

There has been so 
much going on lately; but 
Thank God for his good-
ness that he stores upon 
us daily. Just can’t thank 
him enough. We are all 

blessed. You can lean on 
him as well as count on 
him. He watches over all 
of us.

No matter what you’re 
going through, Don’t Give 
Up!

Have a blessed week! 



SERVICES 
SELLING a RV, Tractor or 
Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide! 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-855-405-
8901

NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED!  Our publishing staff 
will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 

call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! If you 
have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, 
Call 24/7:  1-877-727-2344 
Have zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you call!       

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE Duty 
& Military Veterans! Be-
gin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, 
call 866-475-1014 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-855-405-
8647
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 

- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-855-
405-9791

FOR SALE 
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can 
save! 1-866-816-3535

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $59.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on 
TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-877-568-
2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase* Call 
1-877-323-5516  today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

Safe Step. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-871-6175

GoGo. Live and age 
your way. Get help with 
rides, groceries, meals 
and more. Memberships 
start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 na-
tionwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to 
get started. 1-844-952-
3266

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/ala-
bama #6258

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veter-
an Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
6/30/24. Call 1-877-205-
0836

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 

Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all 
Insurance providers offers 
for you! Lowest Rates! Call 
Now 866-450-0943 

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems?  We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central 
AL 1-205-267-5735, South 
AL 1-251-342-8538.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED NETWORK

Helping you
celebrate and sHare

life’s special occasions.

Birth Announcements 
Wedding Invitations
Shower Invitations

Graduation Invitations 
Birthday Invitations

and more...

PRINTED IN-HOUSE  or
SPECIAL ORDER 
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PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SALEFOR SALE

PROBATE NOTICE

NOTICE OF AUCTION

NOTICE OF COMPLETION
In the Probate Court 

for Bibb County, Alabama
Case No. PC058

In the matter of the es-
tate of

Sharon Alford, De-
ceased

Notice is hereby given 
that Letters Testamenta-
ry were granted to Karen 
Strachan on the 25th day of 
June, 2024, by the Honor-
able Stephanie W. Kemmer, 
Judge of the Probate Court 
of Bibb County, Alabama. 
Notice is hereby given that 
all persons having claims 

against said estate are re-
quired to present the same 
within the time allowed by 
the law of the same will be 
forever barred.

Jonathan D. Townsend
Dorroh & Mills, P.C.
1800 McFarland Boule-

vard, North, Suite 180
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406
Attorney for Karen Stra-

chan
Personal Representative 

of the Estate of
Sharon Alford, deceased
Centreville Press
July 5, 12 & 19, 2024

In the Probate Court of 
Bibb County, Alabama

In the matter of the 
estate of

Jean S. Goodson, de-
ceased

Case No. PC2024
Notice

Letters Testamentary 
upon the last will and tes-
tament of Jean S. Good-
son, deceased, having 
this the 25th day of June, 
2024, been granted to the 
undersigned Michael D. 
Smith, by the Honorable 

Stephanie Kemmer, Judge 
of Probate Court of Bibb 
County, Alabama, all per-
sons having claims against 
the estate of the said dece-
GHQW�DUH�KHUHE\�QRWL¿HG�WR�
present the same within 
the time allowed by law, or 
the same shall be forever 
barred.

Clay Staggs, Esq.
Smith & Staggs
701 22nd Ave. Suite 1
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
Centreville Press
July 5, 12 & 19, 2024

Advertisement for 
Completion

In accordance with 
Chapter 1, Title 39, 
Code of Alabama, 
1975, as amended, 
notice is hereby given 
that K & A Builders, Inc., 
Contractors, has com-

pleted the contract for 
construction of Shade 
Structure at West Bloc-
ton Elementary School 
at 826 Cahaba River Dr. 
West Blocton, AL 35184 
for the State of Alabama 
in Bibb County. The 
owner(s) have made re-

TXHVW�IRU�¿QDO�VHWWOHPHQW�
of said contract. All per-
sons having any claims 
for labor, materials, or 
otherwise in connection 
with this project should 
immediately notify Ward 
Scott Morris architec-
ture, Inc. at 1606 Paul 

W. Bryant Dr. Tuscaloo-
sa, AL 35401.

K&A Builders, Inc.
2601 Kaulton Rd.
Tuscaloosa, AL 

35401
Centreville Press
July 12, 19, 26 & Au-

gust 2, 2024

Advertisement for 
Completion

In accordance with 
Chapter 1, Title 39, 
Code of Alabama, 
1975, as amended, 
notice is hereby giv-
en that K&A Builders, 
Inc. Contractor, has 
completed the Con-
tract for APCHA West 

Central District Reno-
vations (Bibb, Fayette, 
Greene, Lamar, Pick-
ens and Tuscaloosa 
Counties.) Owner(s), 
and have made re-
TXHVW� IRU� ¿QDO� VHWWOH-
ment of said contract. 
All persons having any 
claim for labor, mate-
rials, or otherwise in 

connection with this 
project should imme-
diately notify the Con-
struction Manager, 
Robins & Morton or 

the Architect, Ellis Ar-
chitects, Inc.

Centreville Press
July 12, 19, 26 & Au-

gust 2, 2024

2 Cemetery Lots at Pine-
land Cemetery for sale at 
half price. Call 205-349-
4943. 7/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

The Water Works and 
Sewer Board of the City of 
Centreville, Alabama will 
conduct a Public Meeting to 
review the proposed Lead 
Service Line Inventory and 
Replacement project. This 
project includes prepara-
tion of a lead service line 
inventory and replacement 
of any water service lines 
LGHQWL¿HG� DV� OHDG�� � 7KLV�
project will be funded with 
BIL grant monies through 
the Alabama Drinking Wa-
ter State Revolving Fund 
Program.  

This Public Meeting will 
be held at 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, 

at the Centreville Water 
Works and Sewer Board 
RI¿FH� ORFDWHG�DW������:DO-
nut Street, Centreville, Ala-
bama 35042.
2I¿FLDOV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�

Water Works and Sewer 
Board of the City of Cen-
treville, Alabama will be on 
hand to answer questions 
and address public con-
cerns. The Environmental 
Information Document for 
this project is available for 
review at the Centreville 
Water Works and Sewer 
%RDUG�RI¿FH�ORFDWHG�DW������
Walnut Street, Centreville, 
Alabama 35042.

Centreville Press
July 19, 26, August 2 & 9, 

2024

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��++6��DV�SDUW�RI�D�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�DZDUG�WRWDOLQJ������������

ZLWK�����SHUFHQW�IXQGLQJ�E\�$&/�++6���7KH�FRQWHQWV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�WKH�DXWKRU�V��DQG�GR�QRW�QHFHV-
VDULO\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�RI¿FLDO�YLHZV�RI��QRU�DQ�HQGRUVHPHQW��E\�$&/�++6��RU�WKH�8�6��*RYHUQPHQW�

Notice of Public Sale
Hometown Towing and 

Recovery, LLC gives notice 
of foreclosure of lien and 
intent to sell these vehicles 
on 9/2/2024 at 10:00 am at 
54 Norman Dr. Woodstock, 
AL 35188-3941, pursuant to 
subsection 32-13-3 of the 

State of Alabama Statutes. 
Hometown Towing and Re-
covery LLC reserves the 
right to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.

1FTFX1EF0DFB49200 
2013 FORD F-150

Centreville Press
July 19 & 26, 2024
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Alabama Attorney General Steve 
Marshall joined a coalition of 24 state 
attorneys general in opposing the Biden 
administration’s latest overreach into the 
laundry rooms of middle-class Americans. 
The administration’s new rule attempts to 
further the left’s radical energy agenda by 
imposing harmful and costly standards on 
washing machines. Biden’s regulations 
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH� WR�GULYH� LQÀDWLRQ�DQG�PDNH�
LW�KDUGHU�IRU�$PHULFDQV�WR�PDNH�HQGV�PHHW��
³:KHWKHU� LW� LV� \RXU� FDU�� NLWFKHQ��

or laundry room, the Biden-Harris 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�¿QG�ZD\V�WR�KLNH�
our bills in the name of the radical left’s 
climate agenda,” said Attorney General 
0DUVKDOO��³7RR�RIWHQ�µKLJK�HI¿FLHQF\¶�MXVW�
means the machine is terrible at washing 
clothes. If consumers want to choose a 
more expensive and less effective washing 
machine, let them. However, we believe the 
:KLWH�+RXVH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�PDNLQJ�WKRVH�
decisions for all of us. People are having 
a hard enough time affording the basics 
in this economy, yet this administration 
NHHSV�SLOLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRVWV�´
7KH� DFWLRQ� FRPHV� LQ� WKH� ZDNH� RI� D�

QHZO\�UHOHDVHG�GLUHFW�¿QDO�UXOH�UHJXODWLQJ�
residential clothes washers that does not 
consider the economic impact on American 
consumers who will face appliance cost 
KLNHV� GXH� WR� WKH� QHZ� UHJXODWLRQV�� 7KH�
attorneys general, in a letter to the United 
States Department of Energy (DOE) 
6HFUHWDU\� -HQQLIHU� *UDQKROP� KDYH� DVNHG�
the Department to abandon the rule or, at 
a minimum, allow notice and comment 
UXOHPDNLQJ�EHIRUH�HQDFWLQJ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV���

As the attorneys general highlight, don’t 
MXVW�WDNH�WKHLU�ZRUG�IRU�LW��VHYHUDO�DSSOLDQFH�
companies as well as the Association 
of Home Appliance Manufacturers 
(AHAM), had major concerns with the 
standards proposed by DOE, “AHAM’s 
comment stressed that the proposed rule 
would ‘eliminate consumer features, 
UHGXFHV� FKRLFH�� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� LQFUHDVHV�
cost, and/or negatively impacts product 
performance.’… Whirlpool, another one 
of AHAM’s members, wrote separately to 
further emphasize that the proposed rule 
ZDV� QRW� HFRQRPLFDOO\� MXVWL¿HG��5HVHDUFK�
conducted by Whirlpool showed a 25% 
increase cost for consumers and a potential 
31% loss in industry net present value, 
which could result in more than 8,000 
American job losses.”

AHAM, advocacy groups, and a select 
group of states, after reaching an impasse, 
did eventually consent to the new rule in a 

joint statement. However, as the attorneys 
general note that statement “was the result 
of administrative arm-twisting and did 
not address issues raised by important 
VWDNHKROGHUV� GXULQJ� WKH� SHULRG� IRU�
comments on the proposed rule… The joint 
statement also relies largely on the support 
of several advocacy groups, including 
WKH� $OOLDQFH� IRU� :DWHU� (I¿FLHQF\�� WKH�
1RUWKZHVW� (QHUJ\� (I¿FLHQF\� $OOLDQFH��
WKH� 1DWXUDO� 5HVRXUFH� 'HIHQVH� &RXQFLO��
(DUWKMXVWLFH�� DQG� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� &RQVXPHU�
/DZ�&HQWHU��7KHVH�QLFKH�DGYRFDF\�JURXSV�
do not represent the interests of everyday 
consumers, and their input should not 
EH�JLYHQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�ZHLJKW�E\�'2(�´

Additionally, the attorneys general 
continue, argue that by law DOE cannot 
issue this rule without agreement from 
across the ideological spectrum. By 
statute, this type of rule “must come 
from ‘interested persons that are 
fairly representative of the relevant 
points of view.’” Massachusetts and 
&DOLIRUQLD� PD\� DJUHH� ZLWK� WKH� %LGHQ�
Administration, but many states do 
not. As the attorneys general note, 
“[a] handful of States favor DOE’s 
proposal, while a much larger group of 
States strongly oppose it. DOE cannot 
FKHUU\�SLFN� WKH�6WDWHV�ZLWK�ZKLFK� LW� LV�
politically aligned to circumvent the 
RUGLQDU\�UXOHPDNLQJ�SURFHVV�´

The attorneys general call on the 
Department of Energy to allow the 
public a chance to comment on this 
regulation as it will “reach its way into 
homes”. Florida, and the coalition, urge 
DOE to seriously reevaluate its direct 
¿QDO�UXOH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�DOO�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

Attorney General Marshall and Attorney 
General Moody were joined on the letter 
E\� WKH� DWWRUQH\V� JHQHUDO� IURP��$UNDQVDV��
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
.HQWXFN\�� /RXLVLDQD�� 0LVVLVVLSSL��
M i s s o u r i , 
M o n t a n a , 
1HE U D VN D ��
N e w 
Hampshire, 
2NODKRPD��
S o u t h 
& D U R O L Q D ��
S o u t h 
' D N R W D ��
Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, 
V i r g i n i a , 
W e s t 
Virginia. Steve Marshall

Attorney General Marshall Opposes 
Latest Costly Regulatory Overreach by 

the Biden Administration

Violent crime in our state 
continues to get worse. In 
Birmingham, alone homi-
cides are up by 15 percent 
after the first six months 
RI� WKH� \HDU�� $QG� ORRN� DW�
Montgomery, where homi-
cides have increased by 93 
percent over the past five 
years.

There is no question 
public safety has become 
the number one problem 
in this state and is not be-
ing addressed at the local 
level. Thus, it will be up to 
state leaders to strengthen 
the Alabama’s criminal jus-
tice system.

This past Spring Louisi-
ana Governor Jeff Landry 
called a special session to 
address the horrific crime 
rates that has made some 
of the cities in his state 
some of the most danger-
ous places to live in the 
country. State leaders un-
derstood that they could not 

wait any longer to address 
the problem, as it was just 
creating more crime vic-
WLPV��/RXLVLDQD� ODZPDNHUV�
successfully passed legisla-
tion that gave more tools to 
law enforcement and pros-
ecutors to go after the bad 
guys.

Alabama should follow 
suit. Governor Kay Ivey 
VKRXOG� ZRUN� ZLWK� $WWRU-
ney General Steve Marshal 
and Alabama legislators to 
approve new laws to de-
ter crime and punish those 
that wound endanger the 
public. Now is the time to 
EULQJ� WKH� VWDNHKROGHUV� LQ�
the criminal justice system 
together to study entire sys-
tem from crime, to arrest, 
to sentencing and incarcer-
ation. Then those recom-
mendations should be the 
basis of bills to propose to 
WDNH�RQ�WKH�YLROHQW�FULPH�LQ�
the state. Most important-
ly, there should be truth in 

sentencing implemented in 
this state. 

Just as in Louisiana, Ala-
bama leadership should ad-
dress crime and public safe-
ty sooner rather than later. 

Paul DeMarco is a for-
mer member of the Ala-
bama House of Representa-
tives and served as Chair of 
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. He can be found on 
X, formerly Twitter, at @
Paul_DeMarco

Alabama should follow Louisiana’s 
Lead in Special Session Addressing 

Violent Crime

The election year 
promises of free stuff are 
in full swing. Democrats 
DQG� 5HSXEOLFDQV� DOLNH�
PDNH� FDPSDLJQ� SURPLVHV��
But with Democrats the 
SURPLVHV� DUH� RIWHQ� ¿OOHG�
with the allure of getting 
something for nothing. 

Free medical care, 
free wage increases, free 
Obamaphone, free housing, 
and most recently the 
promise to wipe out student 
loans regardless of how 
useless the degree that it 
purchased. In recent days 
the Biden plan to wipe out 
student loans was given a 
partial reprieve by a federal 
appeals court, meaning 
WKDW� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW�
ZLOO� OLNHO\� KHDU� WKH� LVVXH�
DW� VRPH� SRLQW�� 7KDQNV� WR�
President Biden a brand-
new entitlement class has 
sprung up: the liberal arts 
student loan recipient class. 

A Democrat 
congressional staffer 
recently crowed on social 
media that he received 
word his student loan had 
been paid off. The young 
EHQH¿FLDU\� RI� %LGHQ¶V�
largesse said “elections 
have consequences!” 
and posted an image of 
the notice he received in 
the mail which said in 
SDUW�� ³&RQJUDWXODWLRQV��
The Biden-Harris 
Administration has 
forgiven your federal 
student loans listed below 
with Nelnet in full.”  
7KDW� VDPH� VWDIIHU�PDNHV�

over $80,000 a year. He is 
paid with tax dollars and 
his loan was paid off with 
tax dollars. Journalist Doug 
Powers responded, 

“Always fun when 
VRPHERG\� ZKR� ZRUNV�
LQ� JRYHUQPHQW� WKDQNV�
somebody else in 
government for saddling 
others who didn’t agree to 
the debt for paying the loans 
RII��0\�VRQ�ZKR�ZRUNV����
hours a day installing metal 
roofs will be impressed 
with how his tax dollars are 
being spent,”

Well said. 
Ostensibly the Biden 

administration believes 
WKRVH� ZKR� NQRZLQJO\�
entered into a contract 
shouldn’t be held 
accountable to their 
contractual obligations 
because…..well, because 
its “hard?”…..or something 
equally insulting. 

This plan is wrong on 
an epic scale -  legally, 
ethically, mentally and 
morally. 

From a legal standpoint, 
Biden has no privity 

of contract. The loan 
agreement governs the 
terms between the parties. 
It was freely entered 
into, consideration given, 
services received, payment 
due. Show me another 
contract in the world that 
can be written off outside 
RI� %DQNUXSWF\�ZLWKRXW� WKH�
lender having a say-so. The 
OHJDO�ZRUOG� GRHV� QRW�ZRUN�
this way. Try it with your 
mortgage and see what 
happens. 

Secondly, the payoff 
is ethically wrong. How 
can a President with 
¿GXFLDU\� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
to the American public-
at-large justify lightening 
the contractual obligations 
of some citizens without 
consideration to those who 
carry similar burdens? 
3LFNLQJ� ZLQQHUV� DQG�
losers is not the role of 
JRYHUQPHQW��&DQ�-RH�%LGHQ�
decide to pay off a $50,000 
loan used to earn a degree 
LQ� XQGHUZDWHU� EDVNHW�
weaving for one citizen, 
while at the same time offer 
no relief to another citizen 
who borrowed $50,000 to 
start his own company? An 
ethical dilemma, no doubt.

What about the mental 
consideration? What 
thought processes must 
go into the determination 
to spend someone else’s 
money to pay off another 
person’s contract? What are 
ZH�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKH�WKLQNLQJ�
of a President who says on 
the one hand he must use 
billions of tax dollars to pay 
off student loans because 
of hard economic times, 
while at the same time 
declaring emphatically that 
his economy is great and 
there are no hard times? 
The mental machination 
eludes most people and the 
only conclusion is that he is 
lying, or deluded. The same 
brain cannot conjure such 
FRQÀLFWLQJ� H[SUHVVLRQV�
without one of those two 
conclusions. 

But there is another 
argument that bears 
HTXDO� GLVFXVVLRQ�� &DQ� WKH�
student loan program be 
defended morally? It is 
unreasonable to tell an 
entire generation debts 
are really not their fault, 
contracts have no meaning, 
and they shouldn’t have to 
bear such responsibility.  
The Biden Administration 
is immorally perpetrating 
the growth of a welfare 
mentality in the next layer 
of our societal evolution. 
7KH� NLQG� RI� PHQWDOLW\�
that says “I’m a victim 
and therefore I should be 

UHVFXHG´� LV� ZKDW� NHHSV�
otherwise strong and 
healthy members of society 
from learning the value 
RI� WDNLQJ� FDOFXODWHG� ULVNV��
An expectant society has 
no need to press through 
adversity. They expect 
reward regardless of 
personal productivity. 
%LGHQ� LV� ZRUNLQJ� WR� UDLVH�
RXU� NLGV� WR� EHOLHYH� WKDW�
there is no hope of success 
without someone else’s 
benevolence. 

A healthy society cannot 
survive on the notion that 
no one should be held 
accountable for their own 
actions. Millions and 
millions of productive 
FLWL]HQV� DUH� PDNLQJ� D� JR�
of it, contributing to their 
communities. Americans 
ZKR� WDNH� WKH� JUHDW� ULVNV��
DQG�NQRZ�WKH�JUHDW�IDLOXUHV��
EXW� DOVR� NQRZ� WKH� JUHDW�
achievements, are the ones 
now being called upon to 
pat the poor souls on the 
head that have borne the 
ignominy, the burden, the 
SDLQ�RI�EHLQJ�DVNHG�WR�SD\�
their own debts.

Longtime Southern 
Baptist Pastor Adrian 
5RJHUV� ZDV� VSRW� RQ� ZKHQ�
he said:

“You cannot legislate 
the poor into freedom by 
legislating the wealthy 
out of freedom. What one 
person receives without 
ZRUNLQJ� IRU�� DQRWKHU�
SHUVRQ� PXVW� ZRUN� IRU�
without receiving. The 
government cannot give to 
anybody anything that the 
JRYHUQPHQW� GRHV� QRW� ¿UVW�
WDNH� IURP� VRPHERG\� HOVH��
When half of the people 
get the idea that they do not 
KDYH� WR� ZRUN� EHFDXVH� WKH�
RWKHU� KDOI� LV� JRLQJ� WR� WDNH�
care of them, and when the 
other half gets the idea that 
LW� GRHV� QR� JRRG� WR� ZRUN�
because somebody else is 
JRLQJ�WR�JHW�ZKDW�WKH\�ZRUN�
for, that my dear friend, is 
about the end of any nation. 
You cannot multiply wealth 
by dividing it.”

Legally, ethically, 
mentally, and morally, the 
Biden student loan payoff 
plan fails to meet muster. 
There is no free lunch. 

Pay your own way.

Pay Your Own Way
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Plain & SimplePlain & Simple
“Slow down and enjoy the simple pleasures in life”

By: Sheila DuncanBy: Sheila Duncan

BY SHEILA DUNCAN
REPORTER

Welcome to our historical journey, where we delve into the rich tapestry of our 
past through the pages of The Centreville Press. Below, you will find articles from 
what we call the “morgue” – a collection of past articles that once graced our news-
paper. These narratives provide a fascinating glimpse into the events, stories, and 
voices that shaped our community. So, let’s embark on a journey through the narra-
tives that once filled our pages, preserving the legacy and memories of yesteryears 
capturing the essence of bygone eras with vivid detail.

By Sheila Duncan

Major Uriah Blue, a nota-
ble figure in the United States 
Army, played a significant 
role in the Creek War, the 
early Seminole Wars, and the 
War of 1812. Much like For-
rest Gump, he seemed to be 
present at every crucial event 
of that period. Despite his re-
markable contributions, he 
remains largely unknown to 
both the general public and 
many historians.

Around the turn of the 19th 
century, a young Blue in his 
twenties joined the regular 
Army as a lieutenant, antici-
pating a possible war with 
France. Like many unmarried 
young officers of the time, he 
moved in and out of military 
service until around 1812, 
when he was stationed at 
Fort Stoddert in what is now 
Mount Vernon, Alabama. We 
first hear about Uriah Blue 
in connection with the Fort 
Mims massacre. Around the 
time Blue took his position 
at Fort Stoddert, General Fer-
dinand Leigh had withdrawn 
most of his soldiers, leav-
ing only 40 sick and injured 
troops. In early September, 
Blue was put in command of 
a unit of Regulars, reinforced 
by 100 troops from the 7th In-
fantry Regiment. During this 
time, he was supported by 
Mississippi Territory Militia 
Captain and Brevet Brigade 
Major Joseph Pulaski Ken-
nedy, an Ivy-league educated 
lawyer who led Alabama in 
the failed West Florida Revo-
lution of 1810.

When news of the Fort 
Mims Massacre broke, Clai-
borne waited for Kennedy to 
conduct a makeshift funeral 
for the deceased before fi-
nally sending Blue, Kenne-
dy, and 10 men to the fort by 
flatboat to assess the extent 
of the bloodshed and prop-
erly bury the dead. They ar-
rived to a horrifying scene of 
hundreds of dead, mangled, 
burned, and scalped bodies. A 
report on the destruction was 
filed the following day but 
remained unpublished and 
largely unseen until 2006.

More than three weeks af-
ter the initial discovery, Blue 
and Kennedy returned to 
Fort Mims with Dr. Thomas 
G. Holmes and 300 of their 

best men to bury the dead. 
Holmes was interviewed by 
one of Alabama’s first histo-
rians, Albert James Pickett, 
who preserved the doctor’s 
gruesome notes on the con-
dition of the bodies and the 
funerals held in their honor. 
Holmes reported that they 
counted 247 slaughtered men, 
women and children, includ-
ing whites, slaves and allies 
from nearby Creek Red Stick 
tribes. Just six months later, 
after the American victory at 
the Battle of Horseshoe Bend 
and subsequent signing of the 
Treaty of Fort Jackson which 
gave U.S. lands to “friend-
ly Indians”, the remaining 
Creek Red Stick holdouts re-
treated south and then east. 
Most congregated in what 
is now the western Florida 
panhandle, which Spain then 
owned but was struggling 
to maintain. Napoleon had 
conquered the now-bankrupt 
country and placed his broth-
er on the throne. In pursuit of 
the Red Sticks, General An-
drew Jackson marched part 
of his army down to the Mo-
bile Bay area and sent another 
part down the Alabama River 
via flatboat. They encamped 
with the few supplies they 
had at Fort Deposit. Blue and 
his adjutant, Kennedy, had es-
tablished the base of the 39th 
Regiment of Regulars at Fort 
Montgomery, a largely emp-
ty supply dump and gather-
ing site near Fort Mims in the 
Tensaw Lake area. Their forc-
es — regulars and militia as 
well as some Chickasaws and 
Choctaws — moved south-
east from there into Flori-
da. Nine hundred Red Sticks 
took refuge in Pensacola, an 
area with which they were fa-
miliar due to a sustained trad-
ing relationship with John 
Forbes & Co. A sign reading 
“Muscogee Wharf” marks 
the site of the camp today. 
The Indians needed food, 
supplies and protection, and 
they thought they’d find ref-
uge in Spanish territory. The 
Pensacola Spaniards, for their 
part, were generally over-
whelmed by a lack of Spanish 
support. 

While the War of 1812 of-
ficially began when the US 
declared war on Great Britain 
on June 18, 1812, a subsidiary 
conflict Alabamians call “The 
Creek Indian War” was incit-
ed by the Massacre of Fort 

Mims on August 30, 1813. 
Creek Indians were named by 
the British in Savannah, who 
identified a Muskogean tribe 
living on a particular creek. 
At the end of the Creek In-
dian War in Alabama, those 
Red Stick Indians who did 
not want to surrender fled 
South and East into Florida 
where they came to be called 
Seminoles, from the Spanish 
word meaning “fleeing”.

In mid-September of 1814, 
the British attacked Fort 
Bowyer, the predecessor of 
Fort Morgan on the spit of 
the southeastern side of Mo-
bile Bay. In this first attack, 
the British used four ships 
and a diversionary land force 
of Royal Marines. Their big-
gest ship, the HMS Hermes, 
caught fire and exploded 
when it ran aground at mus-
ket range and was riddled 
by the fort’s guns. The Brit-
ish moved on to New Orleans 
after the American victory. 
Meanwhile in Apalachico-
la and Pensacola, the Brit-
ish relieved the Spanish of 
some pressure by equipping 
Red Sticks and slaves to fight 
American troops. Jackson 
was in command of a “mop-
up operation,” a commonly 
used military phrase of the 
time marking a conquest in 
capturing or killing remaining 
enemy troops. He marched 
his army into Florida where 
British forces, Creeks and a 
battalion of escaped slaves 
were billeted. Jackson, oth-
erwise known by the moniker 
“Old Hickory” and never one 
to stand on arcane legal prin-
ciples like the neutrality of 
Spain, captured Pensacola on 
November 7, 1814. The Brit-
ish fell back to their second-
ary base at Prospect Point in 
Apalachicola. 

Early that winter, Jackson 
learned that the British were 
assembling ships and sol-
diers in Jamaica for an attack 
on the Gulf Coast, likely tar-
geting New Orleans. He split 
his army and marched the 
main troops through Mobile 
to Louisiana for the Battle of 
New Orleans campaign, in 
which we all know Jackson 
won (if only because those 
of us with a little age can still 
sing Johnny Horton’s song, 
The Battle of New Orleans).  
The American victory in the 
Crescent City galvanized 
Jackson’s resolve to conquer 

Major Uriah Blue: Forgotten Legend 
of the Creek War and the War 1812

BRENT BALL TEAM 
DEFEATS ROSEDALE
July 20, 1933
Brent baseball team won 

their eighth victory by de-
feating Rosedale 8-7.  It 
was the second game played 
between these two clubs; 
Rosedale won the first 
game. Belcher for Brent al-
lowed seven runs and 3 hits 
in 4 innings. Crider went to 
the mound for Brent in the 
5th inning and allowed only 
one hit and no runs and 
struck out 5 men.  Caldwell 
for Rosedale allowed 11 
hits and 8 runs. Rosedale 
was leading Brent up un-
til the 4th inning by 7 runs.  
Brent came from behind 
beautifully to tie the score 
in the eighth and in the 
9th McCown singled, stole 
second and went to 3rd on 
an infield out and scored on 

Narramore’s bunt.  Steele 
led Brent in hitting, getting 
3 for 5.  One triple, double 
and a single. Caldwell and 
McClusky; Belcher, Crid-
er and McCown. One out 
when winning run scored.

July 16, 1936
West Blocton- Work 

has begun on the project 
to build a new Methodist 
Church, South, in the town.  
The new building will be 
much nearer to the center 
of the town and complete-
ly modern in every detail.  
P.P. Pritchett, a steward, is 
in charge of grading and 
landscaping the church 
site.

July 16, 1936
We have all desired for 

it to rain and the past week 
we have had plenty of it in 
this section, accompanied 
by electrical storms.  No se-

vere damage has been re-
ported in the County.  We 
understand that the wind 
blew off some house tops 
in the River Bend section 
Sunday.  Mr. Doss Fondren 
of Centreville, Rt, 1 reports 
that a tree was blown across 
his pig pen and one of his 
hogs was instantly killed.

MILITARY NEWS
July 13, 1988
Gregory Reed Stone of 

West Blocton left June 6th 
for Basic Training at Ft. 
McClellan, Alabama.  He is 
part of the Alabama Army 
National Guard’s Buddy 
Platoon.

Sean Lynch of West 
Blocton left June 6th for Ba-
sic Training at Ft. McClel-
lan, Alabama.  He is part of 
the Alabama Army National 
Guard’s Buddy Platoon.

the Red Sticks in the Flori-
da panhandle, and he placed 
Blue at the helm of the opera-
tion.

Just after the massacre at 
Fort Mims, a call for mili-
tia from Tennessee and Ken-
tucky brought Jackson a slew 
of sharpshooting militiamen 
to the Mobile area, including 
Major William Russell’s bat-
talion of Tennessee Mount-
ed Gunmen and a large fac-
tion of John Coffee’s brigade. 
They were augmented by 
Blue’s large force of mount-
ed men and by Chickasaw 
and Choctaw warriors, in-
cluding Tishomingo, James 
Brown, Coahoma, Tuscumby 
and Chief Pushmataha. Davy 
Crockett himself later joined 
the outfit and enlisted as 
a scout with a Tennessee 
company of mounted rifle-
men. The forces returned to 
Fort Montgomery to restock 
their supplies for their mis-
sion, but they were dismayed 
to find that the supplies at the 
hold were delayed and scarce. 
Blue and his troops then de-
parted Fort Montgomery, car-
rying only 20 days’ worth of 
supplies. They crossed many 
river swamps on foot during 
the coldest, rainiest season of 
the year because their horses 
and wagons couldn’t traverse 
the muddy terrain. Crock-
ett later wrote that he and 
the men “just put in like so 
many spaniels, and waded on, 
sometimes up to our armpits.” 
They finally reached Turvin’s 
Bluff on the Escambia Riv-
er north of Pensacola, where 
they managed to secure a boat 
and supplies. Soon after their 
arrival, the Americans got 
into a skirmish with a near-
by Red Stick encampment. 
They killed 20 warriors and 
captured 150 of their fam-
ily members, who were then 
marched back across the Es-
cambia River with a detach-
ment to Fort Montgomery. 

Word broke that some Indi-
ans were stationed at Garcon 
Point. Blue sent a detachment 
to Garcon Point to capture 
an escaped slave who was 
accused of giving the Red 
Sticks intelligence about the 
defenses of Fort Mims. Three 
captains sent to track oth-
er enemy tribes who had es-
caped by canoe to Pensacola 
followed a trail to the tanning 
house of a man named John 
Innerarity. Though Innerarity, 
owner of the John Forbes & 
Co., traveled frequently with 
the Creeks, he denied having 
knowledge about the Indians. 
The captains broke down the 
man’s door and found and 
caught 10 Indians and some 
runaway slaves. The captives 
were taken back to Blue and 
Kennedy at Garcon Point, 
who sent them with yet an-
other detachment to Fort 
Montgomery.

A week later, Blue and his 
men regrouped near present-
day Floridatown after learning 
of enemy tribes near the Choc-
tawhatchee River. The Ameri-
cans and Chickasaws found 
and killed 30 Creeks near the 
Yellow River, including their 
chief known as “the Alabama 
King.” Another 75 were cap-
tured and sent with a detach-
ment back to Fort Montgom-
ery. The Treaty of Ghent was 
signed on Christmas Eve in 
1814, ending the War of 1812. 
But nobody around here knew 
about that until later, so the 
war carried on locally. By 
Christmas, Blue and his men 

were freezing, exhausted and 
mostly out of food. Crockett 
wrote, “I remember well that I 
had not tasted bread but twice 
in 19 days. I had bought a pret-
ty good supply of coffee from 
the boat that had reached us 
from Pensacola, on the Scam-
by, and on that we chiefly sub-
sisted.” But that Christmas 
Day, Blue heard that scouts 
located the main Red Stick 
camp at present-day Ver-
non on Holmes Creek. They 
marched frozen and hungry 
all night, but found the place 
deserted upon an attempted 
attack at dawn. With promised 
food and reinforcements from 
the Georgia militia and allied 
Indians having never arrived, 
he could not proceed to attack 
the British and their native al-

lies in Apalachicola. 
Blue split his forces. Major 

Russell and 500 starving Ten-
nessee Volunteers — includ-
ing Davy Crockett — were 
sent up the Tallapoosa to Fort 
Jackson. Crockett later wrote, 
“We all began to get near-
ly ready to give up the ghost 
and lie down and die. I hunt-
ed every day, and would kill 
every hawk, bird and squir-
rel that I could find. Others 
did the same; and it was a rule 
with us, that when we stop’d 
at night, the hunters would 
throw all they killed in a pile, 
and then we would make a 
general division among all 
the men.” The other half of 
Blue’s men were led back to 
Fort Montgomery. Blue wrote 
to Jackson, then in the midst 
of the New Orleans campaign, 
that his outfit was “without 
provisions of any kind; the 
horses are unable to go any 
farther.” They narrowly made 
it back to the fort on January 
9, 1815, officially ending their 
operation. Blue’s respite was 
short-lived. General James 
Winchester summoned the 
exhausted major and the 100 
Creeks he managed to recruit 
to Mobile to assist in defend-
ing the city from the British. 
Their intelligence informed 
them of Jackson’s victory in 
New Orleans and a second 
British attack on Fort Bowyer. 
Winchester sent Blue, Kenne-
dy and about 1000 of his own 
troops to Mobile to relieve the 
siege. 

Later in life, when Ken-
nedy was accused of “losing 
Mobile Point” back in 1815, 
he explained that Blue was 
in command of the 39th regi-
ment and that he was his Ad-
jutant and in command of In-
dians.

Blue and Kennedy “re-
peatedly applied to General 
Winchester for a command 
of men in addition to the In-
dians to be sent to the relief 
of Lieutenant Colonel Law-
rence” at Fort Bowyer un-
til their request “was after 
some time, complied with.” 

The force of approximately 
1,100 men was sent to “the 
vicinity of Fort Bowyer after 
it had been surrendered to the 
enemy.” Blue halted just east 
of the Fort, but he sent Ken-
nedy ahead in his stead. Hav-
ing earlier surveyed the coast, 
Kennedy was “of opinion 
that we could cross the Bay-
ou which empties into Navy 
Cove, which is fordable, sup-
posing that the enemy had not 
occupied that position.” Af-
ter discovering that the Brit-
ish had erected a battery of 
cannon at the Bayou, he rec-
ommended leaving a small 
group to watch the British, 
while occupying a small neck 
of land between the Bayou 
and the Gulf of Mexico. The 
maneuver proved to have 

merit. Though an attempt to 
capture a British picket to get 
intelligence was unsuccess-
ful, they managed to capture 
a British barge the follow-
ing day. Learning from their 
conquest that Fort Bowyer 
had fallen and anticipating 
a British attack on Mobile, 
the outfit returned to the Port 
City. Instead of an attack, the 
HMS Brazen arrived on Feb-
ruary 13 with the news that 
the Treaty of Ghent had been 
signed on Christmas Eve, 
ending the war. The Brits left 
Alabama and took their fight 
out to the battlefields of Wa-
terloo. 

The war over, Blue wrote 
Jackson asking for a fur-
lough, saying that in his 12 
years of service he had “nev-
er had a furlough for two days 
at a time in my life.” He was 
honorably discharged on June 
15, 1815. He returned to ser-
vice in the 8th Infantry after a 
six-month sabbatical, but the 
siren call of retirement was 
too enticing to resist. He laid 
down his arms and returned 
to civilian life one year later. 
He lived out his days on his 
farm on the Eastern Shore. 

Once lost to the annals of 
history, Major Uriah Blue’s 
military exploits proved piv-
otal in shaping the trajectory 
of the War of 1812. Let us 
never again forget his strate-
gic acumen and unwavering 
dedication on the battlefield 
that altered the course of his-
tory and left an indelible mark 
on the conflict’s outcome. 
The “final” victory of Gen-
eral Jackson over the Creek 
Red Sticks was at Horseshoe 
Bend, on the Tallapoosa Riv-
er south of present Lake Mar-
tin. The Red Stick Creek chief 
William Weatherford [never 
in his life called Red Eagle] 
soon after that battle surren-
dered to Jackson’s Army at a 
rough fort called Fort Jack-
son, and the Creeks and Jack-
son concluded a treaty called 
“The Treaty of Fort Jackson,” 
which also gave U.S. lands to 
the “friendly Creeks”.

Ingredients:
3 pounds yellow sum-

mer squash, cut into 
1-inch cubes

¾ cup dry breadcrumbs
½ cup chopped onion
2 large eggs
½ cup butter, melted
1 tablespoon white 

sugar
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon black 

pepper
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375 

degrees F (190 degrees 
C). Grease a 2-quart bak-
ing dish.

Place squash into a 
large saucepan, cover 
with water, and bring to a 
boil. Boil until soft, 10 to 
15 minutes.

Drain squash well, 
transfer to a large mix-

ing bowl, and mash until 
slightly chunky.

Stir in 1/2 cup bread-
crumbs, onion, eggs, 1/4 
cup melted butter, sug-
ar, salt, and pepper until 
thoroughly combined.

Spread mixture into 
the prepared baking dish. 

Drizzle remaining 1/4 
cup melted butter over 
top, then sprinkle with 
remaining 1/4 cup bread-
crumbs.

Bake in the preheated 
oven until cooked through 
and golden brown on top, 
about 1 hour.

Southern Baked Yellow Squash
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Community Connect 
from page 2

Can you share a heart-
warming story about a 
pet and its owner?

One of the most heart-
warming things that has 
happened in our time pet 
boarding was when an 
owner dropped off their 
daughter’s dachshund and 
told us that it absolutely 
did not like men!  Well one 
hour later he was laying on 
Jerry’s shoulder loving on 
him.

What’s the most re-
warding feedback you’ve 
received from a client?

We get almost daily com-
ments from our clients 
about their dog’s experi-
ence at Tabernacle Farm.  
One of our regular doggy 
day care pups, Buddy was 
dropped off just this week 
by his owner. She said, 
“Buddy isn’t feeling too 
great. He has been laying 
around all weekend and 
hasn’t eaten much.”  The 
next day when I spoke to 
her, I let her know that 
Buddy ate all of his canned 
food she brought him and 
some of the dry. She said, 
“I think Buddy missed be-
ing here.”  I consider that 
a complaint to the care we 
provide.  We have another 
dog, Jericho that his people 
say that at home they don’t 
say the word “Tabernacle” 
unless they are about to 
walk out the door to bring 
him here because he gets 
so excited and runs to the 
door. When they drop him 
off, I take his leash from the 
owners and Jericho never 
looks back.

What are some of the 
biggest challenges you 
face in your business?

Having a business on 
the same property as your 
home can sometimes be a 
challenge. Setting regular 
business hours and stick-
ing to them is the key to 
keeping a work/home bal-
ance. The second challenge 
is having to tell someone 
“Sorry, but we don’t have 
availability during the time 
you need.”

How do you handle dif-

ficult or aggressive dogs?
We have been blessed 

with boarding mostly easy, 
non-aggressive dogs and 
cats.  There have been a 
few that are more difficult 
than others.  Each of the 14 
kennels have food and wa-
ter bowls that are attached 
to a mechanism that swings 
out of the kennel. So as 
far as food and water, if a 
dog is aggressive, I never 
have to go inside the ken-
nel.  Cleaning the outside 
run is a little more difficult.  
One person usually lets the 
dog in the play area while 
another does any neces-
sary cleaning in the run.  
We board a few dogs that 
their owner has told us just 
to feed and water the dog 
and don’t let it out ever. Of 
course, this is not ideal, but 
we do honor their request.  

What are some unique 
services you offer that set 
you apart from other pet 
services?

The most unique ser-
vice that we offer that re-
ally sets us apart from other 
pet boarders is the kennels 
with the dog having a dog-
gy door to go out to its own 
private run area.  When we 
were making plans to build 
the facility for our business 
we checked around and you 
would be surprised how 
few facilities like Taberna-
cle Farm that are available. 
We have clients that bring 
their dogs from Birming-
ham and Montgomery be-
cause of that one thing.

Do you have any pets of 
your own? Tell us about 
them!

Our own pets are 2 Min-
iature Schnauzers, Elly 
May and Rosie Belle.  They 
are inside dogs. When we 
built our home, we had a 
doggy door built into the 
back bedroom so they have 
access to our fenced in back 
yard. We have 2 cats, Mon-
ty and Alice Copper. They 
are supposed to be outside 
barn cats, but they discov-
ered the doggy door and 
now are considered inside/
outside cats.  We also have 
Mr. Black, a cat that stops 
by multiple times dur-

ing the day just to eat. He 
knows he has a warm bed 
even on the coldest nights.  
Not sure if ducks, turkeys 
and chickens are consid-
ered pets but we have a lot 
of those. We enjoy taking 
care of them and certain-
ly enjoy the eggs that the 
chickens provide.  I would 
say that life is good if you 
are a pet that lives on Tab-
ernacle Farm.

What’s your favorite 
part of working with ani-
mals? 

There are so many great 
things that come from 
working with other peo-
ple’s pets.  You get to be-
come a part of their life. 
They recognize you and 
know that they will be well 
taken care of while they are 
at the Farm.

If you could be any ani-
mal for a day, what would 
you be and why?

If I could be an animal 
for a day, of course it would 
be a cat.  And you guessed 
my reasoning behind my 
choice. A cat has nine lives, 
and I am still on number 
one!

What’s the funniest 
thing a pet has done while 
under your care?

The most unusual thing a 
dog has done while it was 
in our care was to jump/
climb a six-foot fence. 
Once you are over the fear 
that they escaped it does 
become funny.  No one has 
ever escaped or been lost 
from Tabernacle Farm.

Do you have a favorite 
movie or book? Why?

Jerry has a fond, yet sad 
memory of the classic book 
“Old Yeller”. He read that 
as a child, and it has stuck 
with him all these years. 
I on the other hand really 
don’t have a favorite.

“Exploring your com-
munity allows you to un-
cover its hidden gems and 
forge meaningful connec-
tions with your neighbors.” 
Thank you, Cynthia and 
Jerry, for taking the time 
to answer our questions so 
that we may get to know 
you and your family on a 
more personal level. 

Community Connect

Library Grant from 
page 1

The Woodstock Com-
munity Library, although 
modest in size, serves 
patrons from Bibb, 
Tuscaloosa, Jefferson, and 
Shelby Counties. It offers 
access to books, computer 
and printing services, and 
free 24/7 parking lot Wi-
Fi. Children’s story time 
takes place every Tuesday 
at 2:00 PM, and two com-
puters are available for 
learning new skills.

The library also allo-
FDWHV� D� VPDOO� RI¿FH� VSDFH�
to the 501(c)(3) Alabama 
Suicide Prevention and 
Resources Coalition and 
a regional West Alabama 

Works Job Bank Kiosk. 
Library Director Michele 
Baucom Director Michele 
Dickey expressed her grat-
itude to Senator Weaver 
for her long-standing com-
munity engagement at the 
Woodstock Community 
Library. “This new build-
ing will be a testament 
to what can be achieved 
when we come together 
with a shared vision, The 
Woodstock Community 
Library building fund proj-
ect highlights the impor-
tance of service and vol-
unteerism as well and we 
want to take this opportu-
nity to thank and acknowl-
edge the contributions of 
Mrs. Linda Deloach, Mrs. 

Diane Chesser, and Mrs. 
Nell Sansing Mathews for 
their long-time and contin-
ued support as volunteers 
at the library, leading the 
Genealogy Class and Bas-
ket Class, respectively,” 
said Director Michele 
Dickey.

Thanks, was also given 
to WBHS graduate Dauton 
Moore, the library’s faith-
ful Tuesday volunteer. This 
collaborative effort under-
scores the power of com-
munity partnerships and 
the shared commitment to 
improving the quality of 
life for all residents.

Woodstock extended a, 
“Thank you, Senator April 
Weaver!”

Library Grant

Centreville City 
Councilman District 

2 Don Mack pres-
ents Proclamation 
posthumously to 

Janice Deviner for 
(Community Sam 
Deviner) and son 

Michael. Not shown 
Jennifer & Daryl

Centreville District 2 Councilman recognized 
two longtime, outstanding Community 

Leaders posthumously with Proclamations

Centreville City 
Councilman Don 
Mack, District 2, 

presents proclama-
tion posthumously 
to Phyllis Johnson 

(wife of Mike John-
son Community 

Leader), son Bran-
don Johnson and 

grandson Asa.

Commission Chair Cor-
bell called the meeting to 
order at five o’clock.  

Public Comment:  Chair 
Corbell recognized Mr. Walt 
Williams who addressed the 
commission with his con-
tinued concern on the open 
border policy; his belief 
that President Biden has 
committed treason; that the 
President and Vice-Presi-
dent are both using Airforce 
1 and 2 for campaign pur-
poses.  He believes the criti-
cal date of our downfall is 
January 30,2021.  His solu-
tion to the nations ills would 
be to have all elected con-
gressional members sworn 
in with no recognition of 
party lines or salary and the 
sole purpose being to re-
verse these policies that are 
the current downfall of the 
USA.    He urged each of the 
commissioners to contact 
their congressional delega-
tion.  Chair Cobell thanked 
Mr. Williams.

Public Comment From 
Other Elected Officials: 
None’

Roll Call: Present – 
Lightsey, Caddell, Downs 
Corbell and Stabler.

Information Items: Ac-
counts Payable Check Runs 
(5)

Kirk Smith led in prayer 
followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Consent Agenda: None
New Business:
A motion to approve the 

June 24, 2024 minutes was 
made (Caddell) and sec-
onded (Stabler). Motion 
carried.

Tax Assessor:  At the re-
quest of the Tax Assessor, 
a motion was made (Light-
sey) and seconded (Sta-
bler) to approve a $40,000 
Tangible Personal Property 
Exemption.  Motion car-
ried.

Sherriff:  A request for 
$21,041.20 was made to 

outfit a K9 Unit.  An in-
crease in cost would go 
into effect July 1, 2024 so 
pre-approval was obtained.  
Pro Logistics for Tahoe 
came in with the lowest 
price.  A motion to approve 
was made (Stabler) and 
seconded (Caddell).  Mo-
tion carried.

County Administrator:
Brian Davis recommend-

ed the approval of the ap-
plication of the State of Al-
abama cybersecurity Grant 
Program.  A motion to ap-
prove was made (Stabler) 
and seconded (Downs). 
Motion carried.

Brian Davis recom-
mended immediate repairs 
to the sewage system at 
the Rock Building in the 
amount of (approximate-
ly) $28,000.00. The sew-
age back-up is constant 
and attempted resolutions 
have failed.  extensive con-
crete removal, new pipes 
and pump to digest and 
discharge up an incline is 
required.  Reach Plumb-
ing (West Blocton) will 
conduct repairs.  A mo-
tion to approve was made 
(Stabler) and seconded 
(Downs). Motion carried.

Brian requested the pur-
chase and installation of 
Welcome to Bibb Coun-
ty signs from Vulcan, Inc. 
in the amount of $495.00/
ea.  These would be 
placed on major highways.  
41,980.00.  A motion to ap-
prove was made (Downs) 
and seconded (Caddell).  
Motion carried.

County Engineer:
Jeff McKinney request-

ed total replacement of the 
roof ridge at the county 
shop paid for from the Cap-
ital Improvement Funds.  A 
20 yr material and 10 yr la-
bor warranty for $9,780.00.  
This is needed as CRS has 
written up the damaged 
ceiling tiles.  A motion to 

approve was made (Sta-
bler) seconded (Downs). 
Motion carried.

Request approval ADEM 
Wastewater Grant Project 
not to exceed $185,000.  
This would be for 8 large 
pipe for 7 sites.  Work will 
be conducted in every dis-
trict.  Two-cent funds will 
be used.  Motion to ap-
prove (Lightsey) seconded 
(Stabler). Motion carried.

Jeff recommended utiliz-
ing the Unshielded Bridge 
Grant to add guard rails.  
This is a 90/10 cost share.  
A motion to approve was 
made (Stabler) and second-
ed (Downs).  Motion car-
ried.

Jeff reported that he is 
filing a third time for the 
Unshielded Bridge Grant 
for the Chaba River Drive.

County EMA Director:
Kirk smith recommend-

ed the approval of J&L 
Tree Service to remove 
trees from the Pondville 
Community Storm Shel-
ter site in the amount of 
$1,500.  A motion to ap-
prove was made (Lightsey) 
seconded (Stabler).  Mo-
tion carried.

County Attorney:
Anthony Johnson rec-

ommended the commis-
sion go into executive ses-
sion.  A motion to approve 
was made (Stabler) and 
seconded (Caddell).  Mo-
tion carried.

Old Business:
Anthony Johnson, Coun-

ty Attorney, recommend-
ed the acceptance of the 
Kroger Opioid Settlement. 
A motion to approve was 
made (Stabler) and second-
ed (Caddell).  Motion car-
ried.

Discussion Items By 
commissioners:  None

A motion to adjourn was 
made (Caddell) seconded 
by (Downs).  Motion car-
ried.

The Town Council of 
the Town of Woodstock, 
Alabama met in a Regu-
lar Council Meeting at the 
Town Hall on Monday, July 
1, 2024, 5:00 P.M.  A quo-
rum being present:   Mayor 
Jeff Dodson called the meet-
ing to order at 5:00 P.M.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Mayor Dodson.  The 
following Council Mem-
bers were present:  Ronnie 
Kinard, Kellie Parks, Don 
Bowling, Ernestine Johnson, 
Lee Mears. Police Chief Len 
Price was present.  Town At-
torney Boozer Downs was 
also present.  Various Public 
were in attendance.    

I. COUNCIL APPROV-
AL:

• Council Member Ron-
nie Kinard made the mo-
tion to approve the June 17, 
2024 minutes as previously 
submitted by email.  Motion 
was seconded by Council 
Member

Ernestine Johnson and 
motion so carried. 

• Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
to approve the May, 2024 fi-
nancials as previously sub-
mitted by email.  Motion 
was seconded by Council 
Member

Lee Mears and motion so 
carried.

• Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion to 
approve the following dona-
tion:

West Blocton High School 
Football Booster Club Do-
nation   $300.00 

Motion was seconded 
by Council Member Kellie 
Parks and motion so carried.

• Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
not to participate in the 

South Bibb 6U Gold – 
World Series Sponsorship 
Advertisement   

Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Lee Mears 
and motion so carried.

• Council Member Kel-
lie Parks made the motion 
to approve the following in-
voice for the Police Depart-
ment:

EVS – 2024 Tahoe Stalk-
er Radar $1,846.26

Motion was seconded 
by Council Member Don 
Bowling and motion so car-
ried.

• Council Member Lee 
Mears made the motion to 
approve the following in-
voice for 

the Sewer Department:
George Septic Services – 

Emergency Sewer Line Re-
pair $650.00 

Motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ernestine 
Johnson and motion so car-
ried.

II. MAYOR’S RE-
PORT:

A. Resolution #2024-
07-01 – Unneeded Property

A motion was made 
by Council Member Don 
Bowling to adopt Resolu-
tion #2024-07-01, listing 
the 2014 Chevrolet Tahoe 
(unneeded property) on 
govdeals.com with a mini-
mum bid set at $2,500.00.  
The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Ronnie 
Kinard and the motion was 
carried unanimously.

B. Departmental Reports
Departmental Reports 

were distributed.  
Public Comments:   Pub-

lic comments were heard.
There being no further 

business to come before 
the Town Council at this 
time, Council Member Don 
Bowling made the motion 
to adjourn at 5:21 P.M.  The 
motion was seconded by 
Council Member Ronnie 
Kinard and upon being put 
to a vote, the motion was 
carried unanimously.   

WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting Date: July 1, 2024
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DYW from page 1 
 Hannah Dellinger, Anna 
Johnston, and Lilli Turner 
demonstrated their remark-
able fundraising abilities 
by raising over $1000 each 
in the Signature Contest. 
Their commitment to their 
communities and philan-
thropy is truly commend-
able.  
 Maggie Brundage was a 
place winner in Interview 
and Fitness. Anna Johnston 
was a place winner in the 
talent category.  
 The following contestants 
received scholarships 
based on their outstanding 
performances: 

· Demi Smith: $2700 

cash tuition scholarship
·Tessa Hanson: $2800 

cash tuition scholarship 
·Anna Johnston: $200 

cash tuition scholarship and 
$200 Amazon Gift Card for 
the Signature Contest

·Lilli Turner: $4150 
cash tuition scholarship and 
$200 Amazon Gift Card for 
the Signature Contest

· Hannah Dellinger: 
$2500 cash tuition schol-
arship and $200 Amazon 
Gift Card for the Signature 
Contest 

· Alyssa Peak: $2,950 
cash tuition scholarship

· Maggie Brundage: 
$600 cash tuition scholar-
ship

  The success of the 
DYW program would 
not be possible without 
the generous support of 
sponsors and scholarship 
donations. The follow-
ing individuals, organi-
zations, and businesses 
contributed to the 2024 
program scholarships:  
Platinum ($500 or more) 

· Alabama Power
· Burkes Mechanical 
· Brent Study Club
· Dr. Alan H Belcher 

Memorial
· Dan McGee Memorial
Gold Sponsor ($250-

$499) 
· Bibb County Farmers 

Federation 
· BCDYW Board of Di-

rectors 
·  Alfa Insurance Ashton 

Cottingham
· Mrs. James M White 

Memorial
· Sydney Coleman
· Bibb Medical Center
·  Renew Physical Ther-

apy
· Trustmark Bank
· McKinney Wrecker 
· First US Bank Centre-

ville/Woodstock
Silver Sponsor ($101-

$249) 
· Bibb County Court-

KRXVH� 2I¿FLDOV� �.D\OD�
Cooner-Circuit Clerk, 
Craig Cargile-District 
Judge, Stephanie Kem-
mer-Probate Judge, Angie 
Langston-Tax Assessor/
Collector)

· Brent Civitan Club 
· Craig Cargile  
· Dina and Jerry Pow   

. Tabernacle Farms Pet 
Boarding 

 Bronze Sponsor ($100 
or under) 

· AmServ EMS 
· Centreville Study 

Club 
· Pam and Ken Cotting-

ham
 · Jo Ann Medders
.J&S Drug Store 
· First Financial Bank
· The Oaks
· The Vance-Ellison 

House
. David Whitetails
. Darold Matthews
. Don and Priscilla 

Mack
·Jim Oakley
 . Piggly Wiggly 
Has Been Donors 
. Sonya Scott Young
.  Alex Lightsey
��+DQQDK�*ULI¿Q
. Mattie Alston
.Summer Wirnsberger
. Sherri Locke Thrasher
 . Ashley Brown Foster
. Kelley Brown Davis

. Angela Owens

. Kristin McGee 
Lowery

. Kinsley McGee 
Fowler

 .Allie Moody Pridmore
.Kaitlyn Howard
 .Amy Makaya
The 2025 Distinguished 

Young Woman competition 
showcased the remarkable 
talents, achievements, and 
community spirit of the 
contestants. The event cel-
ebrated the participants’ 
accomplishments, recog-
nized their dedication to 
various categories, and 
provided scholarships to 
support their education-
al journeys. With Lilli set 
to represent Bibb County 
in the DYW of Alabama 
program, the future looks 
bright for these exceptional 
young women. 

Congratulations Young 
Women!

DYW

Celebration on the Green
On July 13th, 2024, 

friends, neighbors and 
family came out for the 
1st Annual Lovestock Mu-
sic Festival at Brierfield 
Ironworks Historical Park! 
Inspired by two men and 
their desire to see such uni-
ty become a standard for 

humanity, this festival was 
conceived from their hearts 
and minds. These two won-
derful men got together 
with a team of individuals 
to put on the 1ST ANNU-
AL LOVESTOCK MUSIC 
FESTIVAL at Brierfield 
Ironworks Park.  

Local entertainment and 
vendors, plus lots of activ-
ities for the kids were there 
for all to enjoy. It was a 

great day to join together 
with some wonderful Gos-
pel music. No better way 
to enjoy a Saturday and 
establish a new paradigm 
for viewing others with-
out judgment and preju-
dice. What a Blessed feel-
ing!!

(photos by Fulton Pre-
vost – Centreville My 
Hometown)

Lovestock Music Festival 2024
BY SHEILA DUNCAN

REPORTER
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Health and Wellness Corner
Sponsored by Bibb Medical Center

West Blocton Tigers have joint practice with Cordova
By Jake Vick
The West Bloc-

ton Tigers were 
very appreciative of 
the cooler weather 
Tuesday morning 
as they traveled to 

Cordova for a joint 
practice. The Tigers 
were eager to com-
pete against another 
team as they contin-
ue to prepare for the 
2024 season. With 

Coach Chris Wil-
son entering his first 
year as head coach, 
there will be several 
different returning 
players that are ex-
pected to have an im-

pact this fall. Senior 
running back Nate 
Barron is set up for 
a big season behind 
an offensive line lead 
by Senior guard Car-
son Champion. Levi 

Carey is returning 
to lead the defensive 
side of the ball with 
support from guys 
like Evan Pearson, 
Cooper Deerman and 
Gavin Foreman. The 

West Blocton foot-
ball team will close 
out phase 2 of sum-
mer and prepare for 
their season opener 
against Northside on 
August 23.

Advertisement for Bids
Sealed bids will be re-

ceived by the Town of West 
Blocton at West Blocton 
Town Hall, located at 1139 
Main Street, West Blocton, 
AL 35184, until Tuesday, 
August 6, 2024, at 1:00 
P.M. CST, and then publicly 
opened and read aloud for 
furnishing all labor and mate-
rials, and performing all work 
described as follows: The 
project consists of Contract 
A: Bishop Ridge Road Water 
Main Replacement; Contract 
B: Vernon Town Road Water 
Main Replacement; Contract 
C: Frog Level Road and 
Spring Water Source Valve 
Replacement & Flushing 
Assembly Installation; Con-
tract D: County Road 9 Dis-
trict Water Meter Installation; 
Contract E: Town Tank and 
Smith Hill Tank Upgrades; 
Contract F: Spring Gener-
ator Replacement. There is 
one set of plans and speci-
¿FDWLRQV��7KH�ELG� IRUP� LV�GL-
vided into separate contracts 
based on the type of work to 
be performed. Bidders have 
the option to bid on one con-
tract, multiple contracts, or all 
contracts.

A non-mandatory pre-bid 
conference will be held vir-
tually on Tuesday, July 23, 
2024, at 1:00 P.M. CST. In-
structions for attending the 
virtual pre-bid conference 
are included in the contract 
VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�� 7KH� 7RZQ�
of West Blocton seeks to 
improve the water system 
and has obtained funding 
through the Drinking Wa-
ter State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF #FS010192-02) 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) through the Alabama 
Department of Environmen-

tal Management (ADEM). 
Compliance with all applica-
ble Federal, State, and local 
laws, rules, and regulations 
are required. 

Bid documents may be ex-
amined at West Blocton Town 
Hall, located at 1139 Main 
Street, West Blocton, AL 
35184. Bid documents may 
be purchased ONLY from Al-
abama Graphics online plan 
room at www.algraphicsplan-
room.com or by calling (205) 
252-8505. Project engineer-
LQJ�¿UP�LV�7KH�.HOOH\�*URXS��
LLC (256) 248-7030. Gener-
al contractors who bid must 
purchase at minimum the half 
VL]H�SODQV�DQG�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV��
Documents are available at 
reproduction cost with no re-
funds available.  Plans and 
VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� ZLOO� QRW� EH� LV-
sued to contractors less than 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to 
the time indicated above for 
receiving bids.  

Performance and La-
bor and Material Payment 
Bonds, proof of insurance, 
and a complete list of sub-
contractors and suppliers will 
be required prior to the sign-
ing of the Contract. A Perfor-
mance Bond in an amount 
equal to one hundred percent 
(100%) of the contract costs 
and Labor and Material Pay-
ment Bond in an amount of 
one hundred percent (100%) 
of the contract cost in the 
form and terms approved by 
the Town of West Blocton will 
be required at the signing of 
the contract. In addition, the 
Contractor must furnish to 
the Town of West Blocton at 
the time of the signing of the 
FRQWUDFW�D�FHUWL¿FDWH�RI�LQVXU-
ance coverage as provided 
LQ� WKH� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�� 7KH�
right is reserved to reject any 

and/or all bids and to waive 
informalities and to furnish 
any item of material or work 
to change the amount of said 
Contract. 

No bids will be considered 
unless the bidder, whether 
resident or non-resident of 
Alabama, is properly qual-
L¿HG� WR� VXEPLW� D� ELG� IRU� WKLV�
construction in accordance 
with all applicable laws of the 
State of Alabama. This shall 
include evidence of holding a 
current license from the State 
Licensing Board for General 
Contractors, Montgomery, 
Alabama, as required by 
Chapter 8 of Title 34, of the 
Code of Alabama, 1975. In 
addition, non-residents of the 
State, if a corporation, shall 
show evidence of having 
TXDOL¿HG� ZLWK� WKH� 6HFUHWDU\�
of State to do business in the 
State of Alabama.  

The bidder shall show ev-
idence by clearly displaying 
the current license number 
on the outside of the sealed 
envelope in which the bid is 
delivered.  In addition, bids 
VKDOO� EH� FOHDUO\� LGHQWL¿HG� RQ�
the exterior of the package 
with the bidder’s name, ad-
dress, the name of the proj-
ect being bid, and time and 
place of the bid opening.  No 
bid may be withdrawn after 
the scheduled closing time 
for receipt of bids for a pe-
riod of sixty (60) days.  The 
Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to 
waive technical errors if the 
best interest of the Owner 
will thereby be promoted.  All 
bids received after the date 
and time of the bid opening 
noted above will be returned 
unopened.
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